Diary MAY 1984 8405

26-28th May SMAE British Nationals. Sat 26th - Mini, Sun 27th

Barkston Heath Open, Mon 28th - FAIL.

2-3rd June South Coast Gala. 2nd - O/R, 0/G, 0/P; 3rd - F1A,

Beaulieu F18, F1C. Contact G Madelin, 51 Vesey Close,
Farnborough, Hants.

3rd June SMAE Slope Soaring F1E. Contact T Faulkner, 4

Sheffield Birchitt Close, Bradway, Sheffield.

3rd June SMAE : Universal Contests and fly for fun. Contact

Cardington B Hunt, tel 0484 862353.

9-10th June Butterfly Meeting. F1D open international, EZB

Nijmegen and Penny Plane national. Contact : B Clifton,

Netherlands St Jacobslaan 18, 6553 BS Nijmegen, Netherlands,

or details and entry forms from Ffn.
9-10th June RAFMAA Champs. SMAE members invited to compete in I I ‘ I | . | L I G I I I Nl WS

Barkston Heath all events. F1A,F1B,F1C first round 10.00 on 9th.
Champagne progressive fly-offs for F1A,F1B,F1C on
Saturday evening. Also mini events on 10th.

Camping on airfield on Saturday n:iizht. Please Contents

pre-enter (£1.50 per event) with SAE to B Baines
2 Church Walk, Metheringham, Lincs, tel 0526 21458 HOWEY ;. NAKESTELD F16 by M Ghlo 3:
Field entry allowed, £2.00 per event. Comments on Ffn 5
' FFN Subscriptions 34
POSTPONED SMAE hth Area Centralised.  Team 0/6 (Plugge + Poitou 36
Area venues Model Engineer), FIC (Astral), CdH. €78, letter from J Korsgaard 36
16th June Oxford Champagne Fly-off. A1 and CdH, start 7 pm. Thermal Detection, by ( Plant 3
Port Meadow £S2 Mk5, F1C by R Johnson 37
. " SE Area Spring Gala 38
17th June Oxford Rally. A1, CdH, HLG, Vintage rubber/qlider Tynemouth Rally 18
Port Meadow, combined. Main events flown in rounds. No power tontest Dotalls 38
Oxford models to be flown. Entry £1 per event, £1.50 for o e :
2 or more events, juniors free. Contact A Crisp, Noticeboard - Ronytube 39
30 Portland Road, Summertown, Oxford. FFn Bulk Purchasing Catalogue 39
17th June SMAE : "Flyrod" 2 gram EZB Novice/Expert. Contact
Cardington L Barr tel 0628 25;95. _
1st July SMAE : Universal contests and fun flying (contact
Cardington B Hunt, tel 048% 862353) and Peanut to Miami rules 7 Ashley Road, Farnborough, Hants, England GU14 7EZ

(contact C Hadland , tel 0628 72402)

Compeled and pubkshed by lan Kaynes, Paul Masterman, Mailcolm Wood




HONEY WAKEFIELD F1B BY WALT GHIO

Walt writes : this is the model that I flew in the last three rounds
of the World Championships at Goulburn, the fly-off flight which won
the Reg Aliemby Memorial contest at Goulburn just before the Champs,
and also at the Sierra Cup.

It is the same design I have been using for the last several years.
The only change is the new wing construction. The sheeted wings I
had been using were not strong. I have bonded gqraphite strands to
the spars and along the D-box and these wings are very strong. I
have built six wings with this type of construction and the
weights have been 52q to S6q.

My only plans for next year is to try several different types of
prop. I want to try to compare Doring's and the Larrabee design to
the prop I am using.

COMMENTS ON FFn

Looking through the comments sent in with your subscriptions for
this year it was hard to detect a definite pressure for change in
any one direction. It seems as though we are doing about the right
thing.

The most clear-cut request is for more details on plans and more
articles by the designers describing the reasons why and how they
develop, buIld and fly their models. However, it is the hardest
part of our task to get contributions of well detailed plans and
full supporting articles. Some suggested that articles by less
experienced flyers would be interesting and also some less complex
plans would be good - the type of model that might not have the
absolute top performance but would allow people, including
newcomers, to take part in competitions while needing less time and
money or calling for less expertise. More explicit ideas included
more open models, particularly power, and Coupe d'Hiver and other
small field classes. Even more precisely, some people listed plans
from specific flyers and these are being persued where possible.
The experiment of giving a "vintage competition" model plan was
welcomed by those who commented and so more may follow. In general
more plans and more details in those plans is what is wanted - so
send your contributions in now please. We will be producing a form
for submitting model data for our computer graph plotting system, so
that your model can be fully specified without you needing to sketch
anything (if that is a problem, alternatively camera-ready plans are
also VERY welcome if you have the drawing skills).

Articles on technical aspects of free flight were popular, such as

Arno Hacken's wing construction and Jack North's anemometer. Suggestions
were made for articles on many subjects, including the practical use of
carbon fibre, adjustement of qliders for circle towing, rubber torque
measurement, moulding Wake props, the design of props and matching props
to the characteristics of the rubber motor and the model, etc. Again,
contributions would be gleefully received.

There was some pressure for more coverage of indoor, particularly for
flying techniques and designs for low ceiling sites. FFn coverage of
indoor has probably been somewhat reduced lately, reflecting that Paul
has most of the Ffn expertise in this category.

For every reader who likes UK contest reports and results there is one
who doesn't. Alongside favourable comments on the World Championships
report there are a few mutters that too much space is given to
international contest reporting in general.

Some readers commented on having missed a copy since the subscription
renewal form was sent out ?mainly the December issue) or of having a
blank page. I hope that I have sent out replacements to all these
readers, but it is possible that some were missed - if you were unlucky,
I apologise and will send copies if you write to me again. From the
April issue a new printer is being used - local in Farnborough and this
should greatly simplify the logistics of getting back numbers from the
printer and out to readers.

FFn SUBSCRIPTIONS

We give here a list of readers whose subscription either has or is about
to expire. Please check if YOUR name is here and renew promptly to
ensure continuous supply of copies.

This May issue is being sent, exceptionally, to the following with April
expiry dates : M Benns, W G Booker, P Fauser, M H Green, Satoru Hayashi,
Guilio Marini, G Martin, A J Maud, Yuzo Mikami, 6 Nilsson, W Nutini, E
Radoff, D Rowsell, C D J Strachan and L G Thorpe. An expiry date of June
applies for : E G Buchar, A J Clark, A I L Gartshore; finally, T
Bundock's subscription runs out in July.

The current annual subscription rate is £6.50 surface mail or £11 by air.

Back numbers of FFn are available at the low price of £1.00 each for a
set of issues for any one year from 1977 to 1981 (basically 12 copies
per set, but excluding one or two missing copies for some years); the
cost of a full set for 1982 is £2.40 and £3.60 for 1983. We still have
copies of the 1983 World Championships Book at a price of £8.20 and more
NFFS 1983 Symposium Report are expected soon at £8.50. All prices
include inland or overseas surface mail costs.

el



*$H:j \

CG 75%

<) o )
= - - - - miim = e m ke = == = o= = = B == = = = = = e
¢ 5/8 PYLON
el 4 ™11 TUBE 1/32 ROLLED BOOM §%<}“
1/16 Balsa with Kevlar -
and epoxy inside, light © Eié}_
glasscloth outside o
PROP ]
Schwartzbach, v
increased to 23 dia <~ 31/8

24 strands 1/8" FAIL

DIHEDRAL 13

TIP DIHEDRAL
4 3/8n

relative to inner

1/8 S0 1/16 X 1/8
= 3/32 X 3/8

1716 X 1/8

TAIL SECTION Ribs 1720

1/32

jl/IB X 3/16 —> 1/16

332 _—___—_‘q‘j:::::Z::::::tzié;;j? ik

1/16 X 3/16 —> 1/16

1/32
WING SECTION Ribs 1/16

WING 52g
TAILPLANE 7
MOTOR TUBE 69

- A/R - right

TAIL BOOM 19
PROP ASSY 40
PEG & HOOK 4

cu 3§ e

HONEY

F1B Wakefield
By WALT GHIO
SCALE 1:6 ALL DIMENSIONS ins



POITOU

If any Brit is going to Poitou for the August 17 to 19th weekend and
coming back to England soon or immediately afterwards and have room
in their party for one more person, Michael Warren would like to
join them. Either Michael would like to join them in their car,
together with his one model box and one holdall, or he would be able
to offer to transport the party in his car. Shared costs as usual.
Camping or hotel OK. Please phone 01 894 0035.

To anticipate likely correspondence on the subject of Poitou, FFn
does not yet have entry forms for Poitou.

EZB - A Letter from Jorgen Korsgaard

The Dutch do it, the Belgians do it, the English do it, the
French do it, the American do it, the Japanese do it, the Germans
are trying it, the Danes do it, the Swedes are trying .........
10 FLY EIB, but  all in their own way and to their own rules !

What can we do to
Holland and fly
It is tiresome 1!

cooperate these things (mess!) so you can go to
EZ8 without building new models for each country.

A REPLY from Ian Kaynes :

EIB  rules are on the
subcommittee. I foresee
producing two variants
replacing the current small indoor model
event. The two variants could come as

(1) a high performance lighter weight model with microfilm allowed
(2) a heavier paper covered model particularly for low ceiling sites

agenda for the 1984 CIAM Ffree Flight
that there could be the possibility of
of EIB as FAI provisional specifications,
which is a little flown

- by excluding microfilm here it would remove the (possibly
unfounded) risk that needing to make and repair film would
discourage newcomers to the class.

Please send your
7 Ashley Road,

comments, suggestions, etc,
Farnborough, Hants,

to Ian Kaynes at
England GU1h  7EL.
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THERMAL DETECTION by Chas Plant

In view of the increasing oppositionin some quarters to electronic
devices for thermal detection the writer has been seriously
researching alternative methods and was inspired by a recent
programme in the TV series "The Living Planet". Apparently some
birds are reluctant to fly at all without thermal assistance and
one in particular was shown patiently -waiting for 1ift to arrive
before taking to the air. The inference is obvious and few
dedicated free flighters will be daunted by the fact that the
feathered friend in question was a vulture.

Doubtless it will not be long before every competitor has one on
some suitable perch waiting to be carried, along with all the other
paraphernalia - and model - to the launching point. It is felt
that a short tether is probably necessary to stop the poor beast
deserting the fold and maybe savaging the mass (mess ?) of balsa
and tissue that is ones pride and joy. Of course, it would not be
long before the more scientific amongst us developed the idea and
made use of a line of the wretched creatures stretching into the
distance upwind. The arrival of a thermal would be followed by
observation of the frantic gyrations of the squawking assembly.

There are disadvantages however. Efforts to confuse the opposition
by profering, for example, your pork pie lunch in an effort to stir
the beast while a downdraught was present could well result in
prosecution by the RSPCA on account of a possible health hazard to
the unfortunate bird.

A raid on the local zoo would probably not be necessary to obtain a
specimen as the multitude of small specialist suppliers that seem
to proliferate on the aeromodelling scene would doubtless come to
the rescue as demand for the birds increased.

The problem of keeping a vulture between contests should not be
overlooked. Even if ones efforts to disquise it as a canary were
successful enough for the family to allow it in the home it could
well be found that your dog or cat would require more visits
outdoors to carry out its natural functions.

All the above is written to state the pros and cons of
and {is not meant to discourage the intrepid enthusiast.
be pointed out however that fliers are advised not to
an extended retrieval in a state of collapse.

the system
It should
return from
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S.E. AREA SPRING GALA  ODIHAM, April 15

F1A Glider F1B Wakefield F1C Power

1 M Gregorie 9.54 1 N Beaumont 10.00 1 S Screen 9.56
2 J Bailey 9.13 2 R Peers 9.39 2 P Harris 9.43
3 S Darmon 9.09 3 P Uden 9.22 3 R Bailey 753
HLG coz Coupe d'Hiver

1 J Buskell  5.00 1 M Benns 7.27 1 D Taylor 1.3
2 M Page b .58 2 D Hipperson 6.00 2 1 Dowsett 7.30
3 M Benns 4.32 3 P Gibbons 5.34 3 P Carter 7.25
Vintage Wakefield

1 M Kemp 5.37 2 E Hopgood 5.0 3 P Michel 5.02

TYNEMOUTH RALLY

The 1984 Tynemouth Rally took place at Albermarle Barracks on April
29th, at the end of the sunniest April ever. However, everything
wasn't perfect. There was a strong breeze at ground level which
got stronger with increasing height and, though the sky was
virtually cloud free, there was a bank of haze which had models
disappearing into what was apparently a clear sky. There were

patches of strong 1ift which kept models airborne after DT, so
those who left at the end of the day without loosing, treeing,
damaging or having a long search for their models could consider

themselves fortunate.

F1A was won by Chas Plant, who lost his model with DT failure on the
last flight, ahead of Tony Le Vey and Alan Jack. From eight entries
in open rubber, three survived to the fly-off after many incidents.
In the fly-off, John Carter launched first closely followed by Terry
Dilks. Both climbed away in similar patterns into the evening haze.
Brian Martin flew a few minutes later; after a long fruitless search
for his open model, he had to fly a Wakefield which was off trim and
quickly down. The other two had been seen down after descending
quickly in the latter half of the flights, John Carter just winning.

Russell Peers clearly won power,and John 0'Donnell dropped only the
last flight to win combined mini with his A1. Chas Plant was the
only entr¥ in vintage winnin% with 8.19 from his San Dee Hogan
which was flying impressively in the wind.

— 38 —-

‘section of this issue.

TYNEMOUTH RESULTS

F1A Open Rubber

1 C Plant Darlington 13.10 1 J Carter Falcons +3.36
2 T Le Vey NYFFG 13.05 2 T Dilks Falcons +3.29
3 A Jack Tynemouth  12.56 3 B Martin Tynemouth +1.18
Open Power Combined Mini

1 R Peers Falcons 8.4k 1 J 0'Donnell C/M 9.08
2 C Plant Darlington 4.39 2 S Fielding Morley 8.16
HL6  (all Tynemouth)

1 A Brown 160.9 2 G Stephenson 141.9 3 G Parkhouse 138.6

CONTEST DETAILS

We have received details of the open international to be held in

Romania during July. The venue is Pitseti, about 11hkm west of the
capital Bucharest. I (IK) visited the airfield after the 1982
World Indoor Championships and found to be quite adequate for FAI

flying in most conditions below the FAI advisory limit on windspeed.
The timetable has practice on July 18th, F1A on July 19th, F18 on
July 20th, F1C on July 21st and conc{udes with a festive dinner on
July 22nd. The fl{lng takes place between about 9.00 and 16.00
without a break, so that should ensure large fly-offs if there |is
the typical East European July weather. Although the nominated
closing date is now history, I am sure that the Romanian organisers
would be please to hear from potential entries - particularly with
the entry fee set at US $45 per person per day ! This fee covers
all food and accomodation in the hotel Muntenia in the centre of
Pitesti (great if you like tucking into their unbelievable variety
of red, green and yellow peppersg; over the duration of the event
it gives a total fee approaching that for the European Championships
in Yugoslavia.

Contact FFn for further entry details.

Nearer home, the RAFMAA/SMAE Thurston Trophy Competition has indeed
been re-arranged for June 9th and 10th. Details are in the Diary
Remember also that the contests from the
Fourth SMAE Area Centralised event, originally scheduled for June
10th, will now be held simultaneously with the Fifth Area event on
September 9th.



NOTICEBOARD

RONYTUBE : Ron Pollard has sent us details of his current Ronytube
range of tubes. All dimensions are mm and prices are per tube
(postage details at end)

Glass fibre tubes

A2 'Standard' size 13.5 tapering to 5.5,” 1050 long, 30g £4.00

A2 'Tchop' size 18.5 0 1050 259 £4.30
A1 'Lightweight' size 10 3 915 10g £1.70
HLG size 6 1.5 510 5¢ £0.90
Wakefield Motor tube 30 28.5 610 30 £3.80
RC Glider / FIC 26 19 915 629 £4.30

Composite tubes

These tubes are a mixture of carbon and glass fibre and are 2.5
times stiffer than glass fibre only.

A2 'Standard’ size 13.5 tapering to 5.5, 1050 long, 32q £6.50

A2 '"Tchop' size 18.5 10 1050 279 £7.20
A1 'Lightweight' size 10 1.5 1050 12¢ £3.20
RC Glider / F1C 26 19 915 66g £6.50

Please add postage and packing costs to the quoted prices : £1.60
for any number of A2 tubes, £0.40 for HLG tubes, £0.60 for Wake, A1
and F1C tubes. Overseas readers should ask for quotations.
Orders and enquiries to Ronytube, 23 Ivy Road, Walkerville,
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, NE6 4PU (tel 0632 623?35?. (Let us hope that
Ron is recovering well after coming off his bike at the Pannett
meeting; injuries included a3 broken nose and smashing his new F1A)

FFn BULK PURCHASING CATALOGUE

This article describes the current range of items available through
FFn Bulk Purchasing and replaces any earlier published information.
The service is run for readers (there is a surcharge on orders from
people nut currently subscribing to FFn) on a non-profit making
basis - the idea originated as a way of putting the cash in hand
from the magazine to useful work during the time from receiving
subscription payments until the paid issues have been sent out. The
aim is to offer items not generally available from commercial
suppliers and model shops.

All orders should be sent to David Stapleton at 21 Ravensbourne Drive,
Chelmsford, Essex CM1 2SJ, England and payments must be made payable to
FREE FLIGHT NEWS. As the service is not a commercial undertaking and
relies on David's voluntary effort, we cannot quarantee instant service
at all times, but you will receive your goods as soon as possible. If
you have any queries concerning the Bulk Purchasing goods please write
to David and help by enclosing an addressed envelope (stamped in the UK
or with international reply coupons from overseas).

Payment should be by cheque or postal order payable to FREE FLIGHI NeWS
sent with the order for the correct amount (in Sterling, the costs of
converting overseas currency cheques are very high and these must be
carried by you, the customer). Alternatively, you may pay directly to
the FREE FLIGHT NEWS Giro account number 25 365 4009 and in this case
you should clearly state your order on the counterfoil (and preferably
also send your order to David Stapleton with a statement that payment is

“to be sent via Giro). It will delay your orders if you send them to

Ian Kaynes at the Ffn editorial address or combine magazine and
bulk purchasing orders / payments.

RUBBER MOTOR WINDERS (£29.50 standard, £34.50 lightweight. Charge for
converting standard to lightweight version £8.50 in UK, £10.50 overseas)
A high aquality winder with counter - which counts the real number of
turns to the motor, not the number of turns of the handle. The low
friction winder has a ballrace and is a very pleasant tool for winding
any size of motor. It comes complete with a wooden handle and will be
engraved with your name and telephone number. The lightweight version
has a lightening holes drilled in the aluminium frame.

HATSCHEK CIRCLE TOWHOOKS (£18.50). Bob Hatschek's wunit provides all
the standard circle functions including timer start. The weight is low
at 7qg and allows use in A1 gliders as well as A2.

SEELIG TIMERS. These are the reknown clockwork timers with air-damped
speed regulation, made in West Germany by Hans Seelig. They are
produced in four models :
b function power (£14.00) - A fast running disc provides three
actions for functions associated with the power run, a slow running
scroll gives DT action up to about 6 minutes. Weight 37g.
3 function Wakefield (£11.50) - A fast running disc gives two
functions at times up to about 30 seconds and a slower running scroll
gives DT action up to about 6 minutes. Weight 22g.
1 function Wakefield (£9.00) - This timer has the slow running
scroll only, giving DT at up to about 6 minutes. The ON/OFF switch
is spring loaded to the off position and must be manually moved to

-



the ON position prior to launch. Weight 20g.

1 function gqlider (£9.00) - This timer has the slow running scroll
only , for DT action up to about 6 minutes. In this case the ON/OFF
spring is biased to the ON position and is thus suitable for use on
gliders, with arrangements to hold the switch to OFF during tow.
Weight 20q.

FAI RUBBER (£12.00 in UK, £13.50 overseas). This is the rubber
manufactured in USA to the requirements of FAI Model Supply, from whom
we receive our Bulk Purchasing stocks. Compared to classic old Pirelli
this rubber is more consistent, both along the length of a single hank,
from one hank to another, and between different batches.  FAI rubber is
particularly good in resisting knicking and rarely has odd strands
breaking before nearing the 1limit of the motor. Performance and
strength is especially good in hot weather. The snags ? Well, the
distribution of torque with turns gives a slightly more violent initial
burst compared to the best of Pirelli and knots may be difficult to tie.
The rubber is supplied in boxes of approx 14 oz and must be used from
the box - you will get a tangle if you take it all out rather than
just pulling out the loose end as you use the rubber. It is in three
strip sizes, 1/8", 3/16" and 1/4" wide, all the same thickness. Again
making the comparison with classic Pirelli, a smaller number of
strands should be wused with FAI if making up motors of  the same
strip width. The price is £12.00 per box for any of the strip widths,
or £13.50 when supplied to overseas readers by surface mail.

FFn WAKEFIELD HUB ASSEMBLY (£9.50) This is a twin ball bearing unit
with nylon housing, 3mm pop shaft, aluminium hub, wire prop hangars and
steel retainers, Montreal stop pin and hold pin. Originally designed
more than ten years ago by Murray Stringer in New Zealand, the Ffn model
has been steadily refined and is sturdy and reliable. The stop and hold
pins are now of the safety pin style to ensure positive action. Spare
parts are available. The basic unit weighs about 17g and is intended
for fitting into your own wooden (or similar) noseblock, but the
following item is develops the hub to a full nose assembly :

TURNED ALLOY HOUSING + NOSE RING FOR FFn HUB (Additional cost extra on
top of basic FFn hub is £5.00 each, or £7.50 for two). The housing and
rings are made to order to fit Ronytube or similar 30mm diameter tubes
(state the exact dimensions required for all lengths and diameters).

REAR FUSELAGE JOINERS (one piece £3.00; two piece £5.00 for one or
£3.75 each for two or more). These are joiners for making the
connection between motor tubes, such as Ronytube or similar, and 2
rear boom possibly made of balsa and a different internal diameter from

the motor tube. Made to order, all lengths and diameters must be
specified accurately.

'T'-BAR (£0.40 each). This was originally designed to connect the motor
to the prop (the hook on FFn hub, for example) for the FFn cartridge
loading system, but may be used in any circumstance for carrying
multistrand motors - up to sixteen strands of 1/4" rubber, and can be
used carefully with differing numbers of strands looped over each side
of the 'T'. A rubber band around the motor holds the loops to the
'T'-bar. The arms are supplied slightly oversize so that you can trim
them down to fit your fuselage without interference.

REAR BOBBIN (£0.25 each). The other end of the FFn cartridge loading
system. This hollow bobbin carries the motor at the rear peg position,
the anchor pin passing through the centre of the bobbin and the holes in
the fuselage side.

SELF-REELING GLIDER TOWLINE WINCH (£4.50 in UK, £5.0 overseas). This
is a lightweight unit with a plastic handle/motor enclosure tube and an
aluminium hub. The winch is complete except for the rubber motor. The
spool is of built-up aluminium construction, with a panic pin included
to allow release of the line from the winch.

SPARE SPOOLS FOR FFn GLIDER WINCH (£2.75 in UK, £3.25 overseas).

EXTENDER DISC (£1.50). This allows 12 minute (maximum) DT time from
Tatone or KSB clockwork timers.

DT SCROLL for 'Snoopy' type timers (£1.00)

PTIFE TUBING (£1.50 per Sm pack). Ideal for installing inside fuselages
as a fixture through which to run actuation lines. It takes nylon,
steel, or Terylene lines for auto surface or DT operation. If a line
needs replacing then the new line can be simply pushed down the PTFE
tube.

DT FUSE (£2.00 per hank).

A1l Bulk Purchasing prices include postage and the prices apply to both
UK and overseas readers, except where stated. There is a surcharge of
€3 per order for people who are not current subscribers to FFn.
Send your orders to David Stapleton, 21 Ravensbourne Drive, Chelmsford,
Essex CM1 2SJ, England and make your cheques, etc, payable to
FREE FLIGHT NEWS, Payment also may be made by Giro to the FREE FLIGHT
NEWS Giro account number 25 365 4009.
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