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February 11 
Middle Wallop 

Crookham Gala. .See FFn 0701 and page 

18. Mini Vintage RGP; CdH, Comb Power, 

Comb Glider. CdH 3 or 5 flts, all other  

classes 3 flts. All contestants to be BMFA 

members. Start 10.00. Airfield entry 

charge. Contact: J Thompson,  01252 

842471  Johnd.Thompson@btinternet.com 

February 12 
Chobham 
Common 

Chobham Tree Chop. See FFn 0609. Meet 

at Clump car park at 10am. 

February 13 
Lost Hills,  
USA 

California Cup. F1E. World Cup.  Contact: 

Jim Parker, 9524 Ruffner Ave, Sepulveda, 

CA 91343, USA, tel: +1 818 892 4110 

February 16-19   
Lost Hills, 
California  
USA 

Maxmen International. F1A, F1B, F1C, 

F1Q, F1P. World Cup event. Contact: 

George Batiuk, 2221 King Street # 2, San 

Luis Obispo, USA, tel: +1 805 546 8231, 

fax: +805 546 0700, e: slogb@charter.net 

February 24 
Viabon  
France 

Philippe Lepage. F1B. World Cup event.  

Contact: Jean-Pierre Challine, 13, chemin 

des Chêneaux, 91220 Bretigny sur Orge, 

France, tel: +33 1 69 88 89 12, email: 

mjp.challine@tele2.fr, web: 

http://www.paris-air-modele.com 

March 3  
Pori  
Finland  

Bear Cup. F1A, F1B, F1C. World Cup 

event. Contact: Kari Lindgren, 

Muonamiehentie 5, 28610 Pori, Finland, 

tel: +358 50 309 5852, fax: +358 2 6324 

988, email: pipo.lindgren@dnainternet.net 

March 4 
Area Venues. 

BMFA 1st Area. C/P (White), F1A 

(K&MAA/Plugge), F1G, Vintage (Plugge), 

HLG/CLG.  

March 11 
Middle Wallop 

SAM 1066 Fun flying and trimming. There 

may be other users of airfield and 

restrictions may apply. BMFA members 

only.Contact: Mike Parker, 0118 9481392, 

michael@cavgrove.freeserve.co.uk 

March 17-18 
Gjovik  
Norway 

Holiday on Ice. F1A, F1B, F1C. World 

Cup event.  See page 18. Contact: Tor 

Bortne, email: tobortne@bbnett.no 

March 17-18 
Salisbury Plain 

BMFA FF Trimming. Essential to contact 

Bernard Aslett to pay fees and get on Army 

security list, see page 17. Call Peter Tribe 

on 01225 862748 on Friday to check 

availability before travelling. 

March 17-18  
Hranice  
Czech Republic 

17th: Winter Cup I, 18th: Winter Cup II. 

F1E. World Cup events.  Contact: Vojtech 

Zima, Smetanovo nab. 1840, 75301 

Hranice, Czech Republic, tel: +420 581 

661 620  or  +420 601 589 792 

March 24-25 
Matfors  
Sweden 

Matfors VT International. F1A, F1B, F1C. 

World Cup event.  Contact: Mikael 

Holmbom, Österlo 140, 860 13 Stöde, 

Sweden, tel: +46 70 399 18 13, email: 

mikael.holmbom@matforsmfk.se, web: 

http://www.matforsmfk.se/matforsvt 

March 25 
Crivelle, Italy 

8.Trofeo. F1K.  See page 18. 

March 25 
Area Venues. 

BMFA 2nd Area. C/G, F1B 

(Weston/Plugge), Mini Vintage (Plugge), 

F1J/BMFA1/2A, P30. 

April 6 
(Good Friday) 
Church Fenton 

BMFA Northern Gala. B/G (CMA), B/R 

(Caton), B/P (Hamley), O/E, SLOP 

(Falcons), F1G, F1H, F1J/BMFA1/2A, 

Mini-vintage, HLG, CLG.  Contact and 

CD:Denis Davitt, 0113 2675433. 

April 6-9 
Narrandera, 
NSW 
Australia 

Australian Free Flight Society 

Championships. F1A, F1B, F1C. World 

Cup event. Contact : Phil Mitchell, PO Box 

44, Terrigal, NSW, Australia, tel : +61 

24384 3217, fax : +61 24367 8316, Email:      

filnoels@bigpond.net.au 
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50 GRAM OPEN RUBBER BY PHIL BALL 

This model was originally built in 2003 as a rough weather 

Open Rubber model but was mainly used for rounds flights 

although it did win a couple of fly offs in 2006, both with 

flights of around 9 minutes. 

The 50-gram version uses the original wing tail and prop on a 

new fuselage and may also use a different larger prop if 

necessary, it also has facility if required for VIT, AR and WW. 

The OR version used 40 strands but I expect to use between 28 

to 32 due to the much lighter wing loading. 

To save putting lots of details on the plan I thought it better to 

keep the plan clear and include them in this short write up. 

The wing has a narrow Carbon D Box 32mm wide at the root 

tapering to 18mm at the tip, ribs are 1mm spaced at 38mm with 

carbon caps. The D Box is from 90gram cloth, trailing edge 

1.5mm x 0.6mm, the spar has a balsa web with 0.2mm carbon 

caps bound with Kevlar in the usual way, it tapers from around 

3mm at the root to 1mm at the tip. 

The wing is two-piece and is joined by a tapered carbon tube 

made by sanding down regular parallel tube; the joiner tubes 

are bound to the spar with Kevlar thread. 

Tail plane construction is a combination of conventional balsa 

and carbon, the spar is similar to the wing but tapers from 2mm 

to 1mm, the balsa leading edge is backed by 0.2mm carbon and 

the TE is again 1.5mm x 0.6. Ribs are 1mm with only the root 

and tip capped. 

The fuselage has cheap kite 1.5mm carbon rod longerons with 

3x1.5mm spacers. 

Covering is Jap on the fuselage and thin Mylar on the flying 

surfaces. Rough weights are: - 

Wing 50 grams 

Fuselage 40 grams 

Propeller 30 grams 

Tail 8 

 

NEWS FROM BMFA FF TECH COMMITTEE 

2007 FF Rule Book 

Please note that the 2007 Free Flight Rule Book is now 

available from the  BMFA office. Order your's now. 

Please read carefully, especially the sections on the 'new' 

BMFA classes (previously Open classes). In particular study 

the clarifications on the Power and Glider classes - i.e. what IS 

and IS NOT allowable with reference to 'Bunt' mechanisms 

and 'Circle Tow Hooks'. 

International Teams 

There have been a number of changes to the UK team for the 

European Championships in 2007. The following list has now 

been ratified by the BMFA council: 

F1A Glider: Chris Edge, John Carter, Bill Colledge;     

Reserve Phil Ball. 

F1B Rubber: Mike Woolner, Mike Woodhouse, Russell Peers; 

Reserve Brian Martin. 

F1C Power: Neil Allen, Stafford Screen; Reserve/3rd place 

still to be resolved between Peter Watson and 

Alan Jack. 

The team manager will be Jim Andrews and the assistant team 

manager Bob Cheesley. 

F1E Soaring: Ian Kaynes and Doug Bartle. 

The F1E team manager will be Ian Kaynes. 

Team Selection 

There were suggestions during 2006 that the team selection 

process should be changed. A number felt that the process no 

longer reflected the actual level of enthusiasm for the FAI 

classes or justified the cost entailed by the existing process. 

When the FFTC proposed that there would be a return to a 

‘single’ trials in 2007 (for 2008 team selection) there were 

contrary arguments put forward in favour of retaining the 

current process. As a result the current process is retained for 

2007. 

Nonetheless the FFTC still feel that revisions are needed – both 

for organisational ,and, cost reasons. Doubtless there will be 

many views on a possible change and we’d like to hear them. 

Please send your ideas/views/comments to the FFTC secretary: 

Chris Strachan, 56 Way Lane, Waterbeach, Cambs, CB5 9NQ; 

e-mail chris.strachan@btinternet.com . The FFTC will consider 

what you say, and will publish a précis of the views received 

before making a decision. Tell us what you think, even if 

you’re not an FAI flier, by July 1st latest. 

2007 Calendar 

Please note that the organisers of the London Gala, on May 

6/7th, will be running an extra class on Monday 7th. This is for 

‘Classic Glider’ and does not count for the BMFA Senior 

Championship. 

Please also note that at the 1st Area Centralised event in 2007 

the HLG/CLG classes are being run together as one event. The 

number of flights for CLG will be 7, all to count. This will also 

apply in the future to any other events where the classes are 

flown together – see rule 3.49 (c). Where the classes are flown 

separately the number of flights for CLG will remain 5.   

Nationals 

This year FAIR, the FAI Rocketry Group, will holding their 

‘Nationals’ at the Free Flight Nationals. The FAIR Group will 

be organising entries and controlling the flying under the 

auspices  of the FFTC. Those who have an interest in Rocketry 

as well as conventional Free Flight will find this an added 

attraction. 

Those who have interests in pure scale as well as duration will 

also be catered for by ‘two’ events, one on Sunday and one on 

Monday.   

Please note that current publicity shows a ‘scramble’ event. 

This was an error and the event will not be held this year. The 

list of events has now been corrected accordingly (the non 

senior champs events are now: 25” Vintage Rubber, SAM 35  

4oz and 8oz Wakefield, Brit Power, Kit Scale Duration, and FF 

Scale – 2 events.) 

For those who camp at the meeting there will be an extension 

to the on site facilities in 2007: deliveries of supplies, including 

milk, eggs and newspapers. In addition a Barbeque is being 

planned for Saturday evening. We also hope there will some 

added attractions in the way of ‘entertainment’.  
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Stonehenge Cup 

Organisation of the annual UK International – 12/13 May, 

Salisbury Plain – is now well underway and looks like being a 

great success. Organiser Peter Williams has already received 

several entries and is keen to receive as many as possible. 

Contact Peter now for full details: peter.f1a@virgin.net  ; 

phone – 01252 842120; Address – Old Coach House, Hunt’s 

Common, Hartley Witney, Hook, Hants, UK, RG27 8AA.    

Results 

A reminder that the results coordinator in now MikeEvatt. All 

area comp secretaries/CDs should now send their Area 

Centralised contest returns to Mike at 6 Armley Close, Long 

Buckby, Northampton, NN6 7YG, e-mail 

mikeevatt@hotmail.com . Please note that CDs of Centralised 

meetings should also send Mike a copy of the results as soon as 

possible after the meeting. 

There have been suggestions that information on model 

types/designs used in Combined, Classic and Vintage events 

would be of interest in published results. The FFTC has 

decided that despite the interest, collecting this information 

would place an unacceptable extra load on CDs. However, 

Dave Clarkson has agreed to set up an informal process to 

collect the information. He will need assistance in each area to 

collect this, please contact him if you can help: Dave Clarkson, 

108 Lincoln Towers, Middle Hillgate, Stockport, Cheshire, 

SK1 3PQ; Tel: 0161-477-7647.           

Big Tent 

Requests for an organiser and helpers for this project, to 

publicise Free Flight at the 2007 R/C – CL Nationals, have 

now resulted in an offer from John Cuthbert as organiser. A 

number of offers for help were also received and John will be 

contacting these people in the near future. Any additional help 

will of course be gratefully accepted. Contact John at: 

johnf1c.cuthbert@btopenworld.com .   

Distribution 

The FFTC is now combining the e-mail list for this news, and 

other notices, with the SAM 1066 mailing list. This should 

ensure that as many fliers as possible receive urgent news as 

soon as possible. If you’d prefer not to be on this combined list 

please contact the distributor  Trevorgrey@AOL.com . In 

addition if you know of anyone, not already on either list, who 

would like to receive this news and any FFTC notices please 

pass the address on to them.      If you are having any reception 

problems please make sure your correct e-mail address is 

logged with the distributor.  

CHRISTMAS EVENTS AT CHURCH FENTON 

By Dennis Davitt 

Church Fenton is used by the RAF for flight training 7 days a 

week from September to Christmas, and from January to 

Easter. So we take full advantage of the Christmas shutdown 

period and organise 3 competition days. This year the weather 

was very mixed. 

Allan Kelly’s Winter Warmer, December 22 

The first day was run by Alan Kelly. The weather started 

nearly ideal, with almost no wind, misty, 5deg C, and some 

weak sun at times. Nearly every flight was a max, and people 

finished easily in time despite the short day. 

A special feature was a competition organised by Joe Northrop, 

within the overall MV event, for the Hepcat 60th anniversary 

year. 11 Hepcats took apart including one flown by John 

Barker himself, and all but 2 maxed out. 

Every Glider maxed out, and every CDH maxed out, so good 

were the conditions. A few Power flyers dropped time, 

possibly due to lack of trimming opportunities. 

Come flyoff time – DISASTER !  As the temperature dropped, 

the fog rapidly thickened and brought visibility down to less 

than 50 yds. Any kind of sensible flyoff was impossible. So the 

CD made a firm decision. The flyoffs would be held on Dec 

29th when we had the field again. This clearly suited the locals 

who expected to be back, but not the long distance traveller. 

However I heard no complaints. 

Results include fly-offs flown on Friday December 29 

Mini Vintage   3 x 2:00  16 flew 

5th Round Mini Vintage League & Hepcat Comp. 

1 J Foster Hepcat 6.00 3.41 

2 D Davitt Hepcat 6.00 3.33 

3 J O’Donnell RAFF 5 6.00 3.10 

4 P Spalding Hepcat 6.00 1.26 

5 B Cleasby Hepcat 6.00 1.22 

6 G Beal Hepcat 6.00 0.06 

7 G Coulson Hepcat 6.00 0.05 

Power  3 x2:30  6 flew 

1= D Limbert SLOP 7.30  

1= E B Jones SLOP 7.30  

1= S Barnes BMFA 7.30  

4 J Godden Electric 7.09  

5 P Lang Electric 7.02  

6 C Hickmott SLOP 5.04  

Glider  3x2:30  4 flew 

1 C Foster 7.30 0.16  

2 G Beal 7.30 0.08  

3 P Ball 7.30  

4 J Northrop 6.53  

P30/Coupe  3x2:00  4 flew 

1 J O’Donnell Coupe 6.00 0.02 

2= D Hipperson Coup 6.00 

2= G Sharp Coupe 6.00 

4 B Cox P30 1.40 

John Godden’s December Dazzler, December 29 

What a contrast. The forecast was accurate with 20 – 30mph 

winds and slight rain, and as expected numbers attending were 

down. None of those flying in that day’s planned events maxed 

out, and CD John Godden had a relatively quiet day.  

However, the postponed flyoffs from the previous week had to 

be fitted in. Alan Kelly had decided on a 10 minute slot at 

midday- when the forecast was for the strongest wind at 

30mph. Only 7 braved the conditions in MV, of which the first 

3 were all lost sight of in the air. Based on time and distance 

for my model the wind speed was 27mph. 

J’OD made a hand launch to win P30/CDH from the previous 

week, all the other finalists being understandably absent. The 

power finalists decided to save their models. 

Little & Large   3x2:00  4 flew 

1 J Foster Morley 4.59 

2 B Cleasby Morley 3.37 

3 B Whitehead Peterboro’ 1.59 

4 R Brigginshaw C.M 1.57 
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High Performance   3x2:15  7 flew 

1 R Wykes Timperley 6.41 

2 D Limbert Morley 4.46 

3 A Kelly Morley 4.04 

4 C Foster Morley 2.41 

5 S Barnes Morley 1.40 

6 G Beal Morley 0.52 

Smallish  3x1:40  1 flew 

1 J O’Donnell Timperley 0.47 

Dennis Davitt’s New Year Flyer, January 2 

Another very windy but dry day with myself as CD. Very few 

flights were made, sandwiches were eaten  early, and there was 

much standing about and chatting. 

Richard Wykes decided he would fly despite the wind, and 

made a fine first max, landing just past the railway line, 

quickly recovered from the open fields. 

Around midday a few decided to have a go in MV, probably to 

gain some MV league points. It became a spectator sport, with 

much egging on for the few competitors to make another flight. 

This they did as the wind slowly dropped, but again no flyoffs 

were needed. 

So ended the last of the 3 days. Let’s hope for better conditions 

next year – otherwise CDs and flyers will be hard to find. 

Mini Vintage    2 x2:00  5 flew 

League – Round 1 

1 G Warburton Senator 5.31 

2 J Godden Vintage Coupe 5.22 

3= W Hodkinson Dynamite 3.44 

3= J Foster Dynamite 3.44 

5 D Barber Senator 0.50 

Combined Power  3x2:15  1 flew 

1 R Wykes F Pencil 2.15 

INDOOR RECORDS 

FAI has ratified the following Class F  (Model Aircraft)  

records: 

F1D record  N°125-c  duration (ceiling 15m - 30m)  34 min 47 

sec set by Lutz Schramm (Germany) at Beograd (Serbia) on 

August 20 2006. The previous record was 28 min 8 sec set by 

Dezso Orsovai (Hungary) on August 20 2001 (in contrast to 

the previous record listed when the claim was first announced 

and shown in October FFn). 

F1N (Indoor Glider) record : N°118-d: duration (ceiling over 

30m)  1 min 30.7 sec by Mitsuru Ishii (Japan) at Saitama 

(Japan) on September 4 2006. The previous record was 1 min 

24.8 sec set by Mark Benns, (UK) on July 27 2005. 

F1M record : N°117-d duration (ceiling over 30m)  20 min 25 

sec by Akihiro Danjo (Japan) at Saitama (Japan) on September 

4 2006. The previous record was 19 min 40 sec by Akihiro 

Danjo (Japan)  on August 11 2002 . 

BIGGLES NEWS 2007 

Since its inception in 1975 the Biggles Free Flight Team has 

produced an annual Biggles News distributed to members at 

the start of the year. Normally only twenty copies of Biggles 

News see the light of day but for the 2007 edition David Brawn 

has produced pdf documents of the Biggles News 2007 at 

either 'screen readable' resolution (984kb) or '300dpi printable' 

(3.3Mb).Biggles News 2007 is 12 A4 pages containing articles 

by; in order of appearance:-Juhn Bailey, John Cooper, Plan for 

Stephen Brewer's Catapult Glider, Biggles Leagues for 2006 

and 2007, Brian Lavis on Rule Changes, Towlines, Biggles 

Lunch, and equipment, Discus Launch Glider by Andy Crisp 

including his Rotator plan, Electronic F1A Bunters by John 

Cooper, Gurney Flaps on Gliders by David Brawn. 

David Brawn is organising the electronic distribution of 

Biggles News 2007. If you would like to receive a copy as an 

email attachment contact David at David.brawn@ntlworld.com 

specifying which size file, 984kb or 3.3Mb, you would like to 

receive and David will email it back to you. 

MOVING TO ELECTRONIC GLIDERS BY 
JOHN COOPER 

How to make new friends, broaden your horizons, 

spend money and waste a lot of time — otherwise 

known as  

From Biggles News, see item above. 

I’d put off moving to electronic models for a number of years, 

several reasons (OK — excuses) I hated electronics at school, it 

was just a passing fad (?) wouldn’t be reliable in English (wet) 

weather, etc, etc. 

As with most of my aeromodelling, Pm not an innovator, but 

do like to be fairly up to date and like to save time by copying 

(then improving?) a new technique. Hence when I saw Martin 

Gregorie’s broken electronic M&K glider sitting unloved and 

later heard that John Carter had rejected buying it because it 

was too badly broken, I decided to put in a bid for it. If nothing 

else it would give me something to study to see how it all 

worked. After a very short time I was so impressed that I 

bought 5 more timer chips and have now electronified (if that’s 

the word) 3 old gliders. 

Clearly I had a lot of learning to do re this but I’m now 

convinced that, if you wanted to start on your first bunting 

glider, then electronics are easier than mechanical to make. As 

they are certainly more consistent and give better performance, 

it really is something for nothing (except a few £’s). 

To try to encourage others I’ve put together details of the most 

common technologies, techniques and problems. At the foot of 

each item I’ve also put warnings where I’ve encountered 

problems! 

Model I System types. 

Two main systems are in use for the bunt function. 

M&K/ Stamov style — These have a horizontal pulley wheel on 

the servo and a vertical pulley wheel at the tail, with an arm 

from this wheel to the tailplane. There is a continuous loop of 

thin wire around both pulleys. Hence as the servo pulley moves 

it causes the tail pulley to move and the arm linked to the 

tailplane moves up and down. 

Vasily style — these have an arm pointing sideways from the 

servo. This operates a pushrod to the tail of the model, which 

in turn links to an L shaped arm which pivots and moves the 

tail up and down. 

Please see the photos which might make it clearer. 

Again two main systems in use for a rudder function. 

M&K I Stamov — again, twin pulley wheels with a continuous 

wire loop. The rudder end pulley is horizontal and attached to 

the rudder. 

mailto:David.brawn@ntlworld.com
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Simple system — a direct steel wire line from the servo arm to a 

normal rudder horn with a light spring to pull the rudder to the 

right. 

 

Front end of the M&K style version, with the rear servo 

running the rudder 

 

Front end on Vasily style system 

 

John’s rear end (carbon frame to hold a pivoting glass fibre 

sheet arm. This arm sits on top of a spanwise wire in the centre 

of the tail. The tail bands hold the tail against the arm. 

Wing wiggler 

Only one system now in common use — namely a vertical metal 
rod attached direct to the servo with an inclined near horizontal 
slot in it. 

Towhook latch and wing flaps. 

Several of the top flyers now have models with a servo 
controlled latch — giving the advantage that the launch can be 
aborted if necessary and the hook then re-latches. In addition I 
understand that Victor Stamov has now got a five function 
model with servo’s to control wing flaps. 

I’ve not personally tried either an 
electronic latch or flaps — hence no further 
comment from me on these. 

Timer chips. 

There are several versions available, but 
the most popular are Black I Red Magic 
from Roger Morrell in the USA and the 
M&K system. W-Hobby also produce a 
similar, but less commonplace, chip - that 
has the advantage of having a manual 
rotary switch to allow quick changes of 
DT setting. All of these 3 types are 
programmed via a Palm Pilot. You make 
trim changes by altering the data in the 
Palm Pilot and then download the fresh 
settings to the chip in the model. 

With some of the chips you can also alter 
day to day settings e.g. DT, without 
needing the Palm Pilot — this saves time if 
you are in a hurry between fly-off rounds. 

Front end bits in the model. 

As well as the chip you have a battery 
pack (4.8 or 6v Nimh cells) one RC servo 
for each function (tail, rudder, wing 
wiggler etc) that you want to control and 2 
switches mounted on the tow-hook. 

Tow-Hook switches. 

The hook needs 2 switches — one to detect 
if the hook is in fore or aft position and 
one to detect if it’s latched or un-latched. 

Three main types are in use are, 
mechanical micro-switches (simply 
positioned on the hook such that the on/off 
buttons are ‘pushed’ as the hook moves), 
reed switches with magnets to operate 
them (as the magnet gets near to the reed it 
forces a connection) and Hall effect 
switches (these use ‘transistors’ instead of 
reeds and are far more precise and 
sensitive). Having tried all 3 types I’m 
now strongly in favour of the Hall effect 
version. The one’s that I am using switch 
one way when the magnet gets about 1mm 
from the transistor and switch the other 
way when the magnet gets about 2.5 mm 
from the transistor. Roger Morrell sells the 
transistors and suitable magnets. 
Alternatively you can get them from RS 
Components — I can supply the part 
numbers if anybody is interested. 

Warning re both Reed and Hall switches. 

The magnets can pick up small particles of 

magnetic dust from the flying site surface 

— this reduces the effective gaps and means 

that the switching doesn’t work. Blowing 

hard on the magnets clears them. 

Flying batteries 

Most models have a pack of 4 or 5 NiCd or NiMh batteries 

with a capacity of 50— 160 mah. For models with 1 servo the 

50 mah NiCd is OK (it will give 5 - 8 flights and still have 

enough spare charge to be safe). For models with 2 or 3 servo’s 

I’d suggest that you need at least 120 mah NiMh cells. For 

gliders I’d suggest that you avoid LiPo batteries — these simply 

don’t deliver enough power to reliably deal with the servo 

loads. 
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Field Charger 

As a battery pack will only give 5 — 8 flights you either need 
to carry spare battery packs with you, or have a field charger. 
Most fliers go for the field charger. This in turn leads to a need 
to have a power source to power the field charger!! Some fliers 
use a pack of 8 NiCd cells which are charged at home the night 
before, but my preference is to power the charger from my car 
cigar lighter socket. 

Palm Pilots 

As mentioned above, these are used to store both the 
programme (supplied with your first chip) and the flight 
parameters. You can typically set about 10 different time 
settings (to 0 .01 of a sec accuracy) and specify what angle (in 
segments of about 0.6 of a degree) you want each of the servos 
to move to at each time. Compare this with a mechanical bunt 
system that gives only 4 settings and with far less timing 
accuracy. 

Each chip has a slightly different style of operation, but in 
essence you make the settings on the Palm and then download 
to the model. Test it in the air and, if it isn’t right, you simply 
alter the Palm settings and re-download. 

The Palm Pilots need a serial port connection, which is rather 
old fashioned and hence you need to buy second hand (e-bay). 
My Palm Pilots are the M100 series, which work perfectly well 
but need careful watching re the batteries (which typically last 
2—3 months — whether used or not). 

Warnings re the M100 series. 1) These have a capacitor which 
should enable the Palm to retain data for about 1 minute whilst 
the batteries are being changed. However these capacitors seem 
to be of dubious quality! Hence you need to take care when 
changing batteries — I can demonstrate if necessary. 2) They 
will not operate on 1.2 volt re-chargeables. 3) If you forget to 
change the batteries the Palm won’t turn on and your first 
thought is to throw the Palm out of the window because you’ve 
lost all the data. However, the data MAY still be safe and 
MAY be retrievable.. 

Servos 

These come from your local RC shop. Typical weights, sizes 
and uses are: 

 9gm ball race servo — used for M&K style models (they 
need a ball bearing because the shaft is under a constant 
lateral load). 20 mm x 15 mm x 10 mm. 

 7 gm non ball bearing servo — used for Vasily style 
model. 20 mm x 12 mm x 10 mm. 

 4—5 gm servo — used for rudder or wing wiggler servos. 
15 mm x 10 mm x 8 mm. 

Warning. If the servo ‘chatters’ when under load it either 
means that you have flat batteries or that the servo isn’t man 
enough for the task. 

Typical costs 

Palm Pilot  £10 -£15 second-hand on ebay 

Black Magic chip £40 - £50 (different versions dependent upon 
number of servos it needs to feed). 

Battery pack for model £10 - £15 

Battery charger £40 

Servos   £8-£l5 

M&K style mechanical ‘hits’ £40 

Vasily style mechanical ‘bit’ £30 easy to home manufacture 
though 

Do they work 

Even after less than a years use, the answer is an emphatic YES 
— they do get the model higher and are far more consistent. 
They also have the big advantage of being able to have 

multiple trim settings that can be programmed in very easily 
i.e. one model can be used in both wind and calm. 

The downside is the learning curve issue — particularly if not 
used often and (like me) you have both M&K and Black Magic 
chips. 

The New Friends.  

I’m lucky enough to have a Maplins about 10 minutes walk 
from where I work. Last March / April I was in there nearly 
every lunchtime looking at switches, connectors, wire, 
transistors, batteries, etc, etc. At the end of this time they were 
fairly clued up on what model flying is about — it didn’t 
improve my electronics though!  My average spend per day 

was under £1. 

SAM 1066 MEMBERSHIP 

From Mike Parker:   

The new club is being launched with 3 committee members, 
John Thompson (Chairman & Secretary), Mike Parker 
(Treasurer & Membership Secretary) and Lindsey Smith 
(Committee Member). The founder of the organisation David 
Baker is appointed to the position of Honorary  President  

It now has a constitution and is affiliated to the BMFA, but at 
present there are no plans to produce a monthly magazine and 
all communication with the membership will be via email and 
the club web site. This will enable, initially anyway, free 
membership and low administration costs. There are however 
plans to produce a news letter that will be distributed to the 
members at their registered email address. The registered email 
address does not have to belong to the member but can be any 
other the member nominates, for example a family member, a 
friend or workplace. There will be no correspondence by post. 
Membership, other than Social, is only open to members of the 
BMFA and members will be responsible for their own BMFA 
renewal. For further details and to join online please visit the 
SAM 1066 web site: www.cavgrove.freeserve.co.uk/sam.html 

FREE FLIGHT TRIMMING ON SALISBURY 
PLAIN FOR 2007 

The Salisbury Plain facility for free flight trimming on 
Training Area 8 will once more be available for the use of 
BMFA members. As before, those flying all free flight classes 
will be welcome, as well as people practicing for FAI contests. 
This is one of the best free flight venues in Britain, and the aim 
is to improve overall free flight standards in the UK. 

There are a few simple rules to follow. Send an SAE to  
Bernard Aslett, 25, Honeyhill, Wooton Bassett, Swindon, 
Wilts, SN4 7D; in return you will receive a sketchmap showing 
where we fly on Training Area 8, a request for the one-off fee, 
(to be decided once the Defence Estates licence fee is finalised) 
which will allow you 17 weekends flying, and two copies of 
the users' guide. Sign one copy, return it to Bernard, and your 
name will be included on the Army security list (unless you're 
already on it). Alternatively, if you don't wish to pay the season 
ticket fee, once you are on the list you can pay on the day £10 
per weekend or part weekend.  

The following dates have been agreed, but because of the 
current Iraq and Afghanistan situation short-notice military use 
is more likely, so you must call Peter Tribe on 01225-862748 
on the Friday before you plan to fly. 

March 17-18,  
April 14-15, April 28-29 
May 19-20 
June 2-3, June 9-10, June 23-24 
June 30-July 1 
July 7-8, July14-15, July 21-22, July 28-29 
Aug 4-5, Aug. 18-19, Aug. 25-26 
Sept. 1-2, Sept. 29-30 
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NOTICEBOARD 

Bike found at Barkston Heath 

A red Apollo Laser mountain bike has been found at Barkston 
Heath. If it might be yours, contact Walter Hodkinson on 
01400 230 764.  

Questions 

Phil Ball would like to know: 

1 Wanted, does any one have any spare Kevlar and Carbon 
Szabo booms to sell. 

2 Does any one know Szabo's latest Email address or mail 
address? 

Contact Phil on 01332665361 or email phil.ball@ntlworld.com 

France in the summer 

Spare seat to France visiting Beauvoir and Poitou contests. FAI 
and Mini events plus some wine drinking. Camping.. Contact 
John Bailey on 01525 860939, email jbfreeflight@onetel.com 

UK COMPETITION NEWS 
CROOKHAM GALA. For the event on February 11, there is a 
correction to the electric motor runs in Combined Power. 
These are:  F1Q electric models 25 Second motor run 

  Open electric models 28 Second motor run 

TYNEMOUTH MINI RALLY. The Tynemouth Club are to 
run a Mini Rally for Combined BMFA 1/2A/Brit Power, 
Combined F1G/Mini Vintage Rubber, F1H (3X2min), and 
Combined HLG/Catapult Glider (5x1min) on 29th July, 11am 
to 4.30pm. Reduced maxes and D/T fly offs depending on 
weather. No thermal detection devices. The venue is Newcastle 
Town Moor, a flat grass field site measuring approx 1/2 mile 
East to West and 3/4 mile North to South, situated North of 
Newcastle City centre bordered by the A167, A187 and B1318 
roads. Free parking on Claremont Road, Forsyth Road and the 
Eastern end of Grandstand Road. The Rally qualifies for the 
F1H Biggles League. Contact Brian Martin on 0191 4161096 
or email brian_martin_uk@hotmail.com 

BARKSTON WEEKEND 18/19 AUGUST (Provisional). John 
Wingate and Timperley Flyers will again promote events on 
the Saturday and Sunday sharing RAF Barkston Heath with the 
FAIR (Rocket people).  

Saturday Special 18th August. BMFA rules apply unless 
otherwise stated. No B.O.M. rule.   British Power,  Mini 
Vintage Rubber + Midi V. Rubber (less than 190 sq.ins wing 
area, ie not including any type of accepted Wakefield).  Small 
combined glider (to include - F1H  50m line, Classic A1 glider 
to Dec 60  75m line (no weight restrictions),  Vintage glider 
max span 60" and wing area less than A2 size ie less than 495 
sq. ins. 75m line). 4oz. Vintage Wakefield,  8oz. Vintage 
Wakefield. These Wakefield contests will count in the SAM 
league.  C.D. John Wingate & Co. tel 01407 831383 email 
wingate@globalnet.co.uk  

Sunday 19th August - Timperley Gala. Combined Rubber, 
Combined Power, Combined Glider, CdH (3 flights), Vintage - 
all to BMFA rules 2007. Contact Gerry Ferer 0161 928 4955 e 
mail gferer@hotmail.com 

GRANTHAM FALCON CHALLANGE DAY at Barkston on 
November 11. Events are BMFA Combined Power, BMFA 
Combined Rubber, BMFA Combined Glider, and Mini 
Vintage. Start 9am, no rounds.  From John Carter the 
explanation for the new name is that “it is the old Falcons Gala 
but as Falcons has disbanded and we are all members of 
Grantham” 

SAM 1066 events in 2007 at Middle Wallop are: 

March 11 Fun flying and trimming 

April  7 SAM 1066 Glider Day 

April 8 SAM 1066 Clubs Day, Bournemouth MAS  TBA 

July 15 Fun flying and trimming 

October 14 Fun flying and trimming 

There may be other users of airfield and restrictions may apply. 
BMFA members only. 

INTERNATIONAL COMPETITION NEWS 

Minor changes to the FAI Competition calendar: 

Black Cup in Poland has moved from July 1 to July 8. 

Mostar Cup on July 28-29 is a not a World Cup event 

Izet Kurtalic event in Bosnia will be on August 11th not 12th. 

Prilep Cup in Macedonia moved from June 30 to 9-10 June. 

Some events were presented in the initial calendar without full 
details, these are as follows: 

March 25 
Crivelle 
Italy 

8.Trofeo F1K. Entry €30. Contact: Sandro 
Schirru, via CB di Cavour 5, 10095 
Grugliasco, Italy, tel +39 011 780 1788,fax 
+39 011 780 8983, email fai616@yahoo.it- 

April 21-22 
Saray 
Turkey 

Istanbul Cup. F1A, F1B, F1H, P30. World 
Cup event. Entry €20. Contact: Ismail 
Sarioglu, Bulgurlu Mh Aydinoglu Sk. 
No.29, 34696 Camlica-Uskudar Istanbul, 
Turkey, t+90 216 521 1414,fax+90 216 
461 9180, e: isarioglu@banksoft.com.tr, 
web www.turkey-ff.info 

May 4 -5 
Gallio 
Italy 

2 Coppa Primavera. F1E. World Cup event. 
Entry fee €30. Contact: Maurizio 
Tomazzoni, via Rialto 36, 38068 Roverto 
(TN), Italy, tel/fax +39 0464 430 230,  
info@gar-rovereto.it,  www.gar-rovereto.it 

May 5-6 
Gallio 
Italy 

7 Coppa Monte Sisemol. F1E. World Cup 
event. Entry fee €30. Contact: Maurizio 
Tomazzoni, see May 4-5 

September 22-23 
Capannori 
Italy 

3rd FAVLI F1A, F1B, F1C. World Cup 
event. Contact: Sandro Schirru, see March 
25 

October 13-14 
Ankara 
Turkey 

Anatolian Free Flight Cup. F1A, F1B. 
World Cup event. Contact:  Osman 
Sevgi, Altan Gunalp Sitesi 10-7, 
Cayyolu Ankara, Turkey, tel +90 532 
417 1104 or +90 533 812 9491, fax 
+90 312 266 4150, email 
osman.sevgi@veezy.com, web 
www.helivizyon.com/anatoliancup 

 
HOLIDAY ON ICE is the World Cup event held at Gjovik in 
Norway on March 17-18. The F1A B C competition will be 
flown in 5 rounds starting at 9.00 on Saturday March 17 after a 
briefing at 8.45. If conditions are difficult the competition may 
extend over the two days, if it can be completed on the 
Saturday then Smalliday on Ice will be run on Sunday for F1G, 
F1H and P30 with 3 flights. Entry fee is NOK €35 or €50 for 
two or more classes, which can be paid on arrival if entry form 
has been returned before March 7th. Late entries will pay €15, 
junior fee is €20. Bed and breakfast in the youth hostel costs 
NOK 280, lunch bag NOK 60, or from Friday evening to 
Sunday morning complete B&B, lunch bag and Saturday 
dinner costs NOK 690. You cannot use your own sleeping bag: 
bring your own bed linen or pay an extra NOK 75 to rent bed 
linen. Lodging and meals paid direct to the youth hostel. 
Remember that the frozen lake is usually covered with snow 
and there may be water under the snow so please bring warm 
and waterproof boots.  The surface may be slippery. Contact: 
Tor Bortne, Jernbanev 28, 2840 Reinsvoll, Norway, tel +47 
6119 7463, fax +47 6119 8351, email tobortne@bbnett.no, 
web page http:home.online.no/~vnereng/  


