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MAX MEN 2007 THE FISH TOUR
Report by Alan Jack

This is the third time that | have been to Lost Hills for the Max
Men and the first time | have written about it — the first time
I’ve written about any contest — stop reading now this could be
grim. Up at 3.30am for the drive to Heathrow, three movies,
the slowest queue at immigration, the annual discus model box
launching contest by the baggage handlers, 3hrs up 405 and 15
(this time in an “intermediate SUV” whose wheel arches had
clearly used up the entire design budget) and you’re there —
Lost Hills — Motel 6 — Denny’s a very heaven (or....). Near
dawn and after another trip to Denny’s for a mega fat fest the
field is found — miles of flat ground no wind — so that’s why |
came... People ask me where I'm going — California | reply —
WOW — buts it’s just a truck stop in the middle of nowhere — Ha
you don’t expect me to believe that do you. That’s a typical
exchange and yes it is just about the most desolate truck stop
imaginable and until you see the field you really don’t believe
you spent all that time and effort to come to this. Why are
there so many lorries? Why do they spend so much time with
their engines running creeping forward every so often? And
why do they call it New Castle (that’s what the menu said)
brown ale when the cognicenti know it’s really called nukee
broon (colloquial spelling!). The days before the Max Men are
spent flying - literally dawn to dusk for the addicts. It’s just
like Weiner Neustadt *73 except in those days | could stand the
wear and tear.

This year there was an extremely unusual sign as one turned
onto Holloway Road (and away from “Brown Material Road”
— Google Earth it and enjoy!) which read “Sturgeon
Abandonment EMC Project” what devilish plan is this (EMC
stands in my parlance for “Electromagnetic Compatibility”” and
relates to interference between electronic devices). After this it
was clear that the new developments in free flight were all
related to fish.

The US is particularly stocked with power flyers but they are
increasingly becoming monotheistic (and of course very good)
nearly all having VE relatives. This year we had a new and
very fast flapper which did not see the contest but inevitably
had a sold tag on it before the end. We also had a plethora of
blades 3 common 4 being seen for the first time (by me at
least). Inevitably we had the usual prangs, crankpins seem to
shear at will on the Russian engines (not gudgeon pins please
note for our aquatically challenged) — a wind-milling gear
engine sounds very odd — and a crashing canard makes a
horrible crunching sound as most of the fuselage hits the
ground before the engine. | only saw one fatal failing folder —
unlike last year when it was a four-a-day pill. Babenko’s
malfunctioned (but thankfully non-fatally) in the flyoff which
spoiled a really good look at the comparative merits. Folders
are not yet ubiquitous, nor even clearly dominant, except in the
hands of the great Fuseev. F1J’s are ballistic missiles and in
the right hands are easily capable of 7 min’s plus — 2 min’s is a
joke. Of course from a flyer’s perspective that’s fun but for the
rounds on a site like Lost Hills it’s a trivial. Surely our rules
are a little off the bream (sic)?

Gliders are moving into the multi-servo mode but as yet there
is little clear advantage, in fact there was little wow factor in
the practice period for A2’s however Al’s have taken a giant
leap forward and are now stuffed with gadgets. Being an old
buffer | yearn for the days of light, petite Al’s (and for that
matter 1/2A’s) that really were different to their bigger
brothers. These days they are the same except smaller and
faster — they really wiz round.

Buy-it-fly-it has taken a really strong grip in the US and it’s
nearly impossible to say who’s model it is since they are all the
same. Having moved into that mode is there any point in

allowing models to become increasingly complicated (and
expensive and obsolescent)? Surely now it’s better to move
the skill into the trimming and flying and not into the gadgets.
In this authors experience it’s much easier to trim and fly a 5
sec geared F1C than it was the old models which really needed
to fly during their 10 secs.

| have no impressions of rubber model developments safe to
say that they are very good — long vertical bursts with long
nose up cruises and superb glides.

The contests days started with the minis and the weather was
near perfect. With three classes in close proximity and light
winds tactical flying was easy. From memory | don’t think a
single J flight was dropped in the rounds. H went to a 2™ flyoff
2 models at least were launched decidedly close to the end of
the round and one of them was accepted as being after. M won
(its easy to assume this level of familiarity in a report isn’t it!).
Carp sorry Coupe seemed to keep on going and I’'m afraid this
reporter can’t tell you who won, you will just need to wait for
the results (DH and J O’D are much better at this sort on
thing!). Stafford won J out of three going for 8 - he dt’d early
but would have made it. The others were in the hunt but did not
hold the air as well as Staff.

This year the Max Men reverted to the more normal 7 rounds
with B and C on Saturday and A on Sunday. At this time of
year at Lost Hills dusk falls fast from 5 pm and its dark at 6.
There are plentiful thermals at 4 so given the standard, the
number of competitors and the quality of the site the flyoff’s in
the previous all in 14 round format were often a near fiasco.
With this format it was possible to get probably 3 flyoff rounds
in from 4.30 onwards and hence the contest has a much greater
chance of finishing properly. Any change will result in
complaints and SCAT duly carried a barrage leading up to the
contest — one might say it was Tench (sic) warfare. | find the
kind of language used online to be far in excess of acceptable
and hence | have feared to contribute — if this makes it to print
I suppose I can expect some of the same.... Of course the 14
round format was different and testing but I think the biggest
loss in going to 7 rounds was in the attendance especially on
the 2" day when the B & C guys generally went home. For
myself | think the 7 round format makes the contest
manageable and I don’t see a way to do that with a 14 round
contest unless we are prepared to accept a normal finish on
Monday at dawn. It would help numbers on the field if not
entries, if A was on Saturday and B and C were on Sunday.
Speaking as a far travelled competitor | do not find the contest
diminished by the reduction to 7 just less exhausting! It also
lets me fly both A and C!

B and C, P and Q day was again glorious, light winds, lots of
models, easy to tactical fly. It should have been easy to max
and many did. Both B and C went to 2 flyoffs B was won by
Vladimir Vivchar flying later than the rest beating Alex and
Blake Jensen into 2™ and 3. C was won by Eugene flying a
conventional model with what seemed a faster running engine
than most from that school. Bob Gutai was 2™ flying a straight
drive model which climbed very high for one so powered. Guy
Menanno was 3" flying a geared but conventional model.
Meanwhile 2 Juniors had been flying F1P Cody Secor and
Anthony Ferrario. Their models look rather 50°s and well
within anyone’s building compass but they GO and they were
beautifully flown. With a 10 second run they need very good
trimming, launching and maintenance and much credit is
deserved by these two. Cody won a 2™ flyoff the next morning.
Well done America in supporting its young talent. Q is an
electric nonsense. Any model worth its salt has a stratospheric
climb. | have heard it said by someone who should know that
the full flight potential is in the region of 20 min’s. Even if it’s
not that long one of the models flown at Lost Hills could barely
be seen at the end of its run. The other model flown was “not
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so good” perhaps it was hampered by “the motor’s infinite
resistance on starting which is the cause of a big current surge”
as declared by its owner — oh dear! please don’t let him register
for my course!

The departure of so many B and C people made the A line look
rather thin but the flying was good in steadily deteriorating
weather and 10 made the flyoff including at least one junior.
The wind got to the easy kiting stage but with such a flat site
the wind was very laminar and towing was easy. The flyoff
was a bit of a damp squid (sic) with no one making 5. Victor
Stl?mov won with your scribe and Smirnov following in 2™ and
3"

The prize giving suffered the usual early departure problem.
This can never be fixed but can at least be partially offset by
having a separate prize giving each day. It is no surprise to see
the singular country of the winners (Ukraine of course!). They
really are that good — sales should remain buoyant at least for
this year.

And so it’s fair well to Dennys (thank whoever you believe in),
farewell sadly to all Sturgeons and hello to 9 hrs of a 747
tailplane seat (the true home of all toy aeroplane and academic
travellers). In the UK we call that a “wet fish” experience a
suitable end to this tour.

F1A 41 flew

1 V Stamov UKR 1290 +265
2 Alack GBR 1290 +246
3 S Smirnov RUS 1290 +232
4 KlJones (J) Usa 1290 +200
5 S Makarov RUS 1290 +197
6 M Mckeever Usa 1290 +185
7 M Kochkarev RUS 1290 +171
8 B Van Nest UsSA 1290 +145
9 S Spence UsA 1290 +60
10 A Barron Usa 1290

11 K Kulmakko FIN 1284

12 H Diez usa 1279

13 CEdge GBR 1270

14 M Thompson UsSA 1262
15 R Limberger LUX 1252

16 P Brun USA 1244

17 K Bauer UsAa 1236

18 ABechasny (J) UKR 1228

19 P Allnutt CAN 1212

20 V Bezchasny UKR 1210

21 P Brocks USA 1203

F1A-Junior 4 flew

1 KlJones UsSA 1290 +200

2 ABechasny UKR 1228

F1C 24flew 16 full scores

1 E Verbitsky UKR 1320 +420 +412
2 B Gutai USA 1320 +420 +401
3 G Menanno UsSA 1320 +420 +269
4 A Babenko UKR 1320 +420 +231
5 M Gewain UsA 1320 +389

6 M Roberts UsA 1320 +382

7  NPoti USA 1320 +364

8 R Simpson UsAa 1320 +342

9  FParker UsSA 1320 +295

10 E Carroll UsSA 1320 +292

11 Y Purchuk RUS 1320 +286

12 E Mathis USA 1320 +270

F1Q 2flew

1 FPollard Uusa 820

F1B 49 flew

1V Vivchar UKR 1320 +300 +420 +389
2 A Andriukov UsA 1320 +300 +420 +342
3 BJensen UsA 1320 +300 +420 +318
4 ) Sessums UsA 1320 +300 +420 +308
5 L Horak CAN 1320 +300 +420 +306
6 Y Waltonen FIN 1320 +300 +420 +292
7  ABukin UKR 1320 +300 +420 +210
8 A Raymond Usa 1320 +300 +355

9 S Smirnov RUS 1320 +300 +314

10 JClapp USA 1320 +300 +247

11 E Gorban UKR 1320 +300 +240

12 M Mulligan USA 1320 +300 +198

13 P Crowley UsAa 1320 +288

14 C Jones USA 1320 +276

15 E Vanlandingham usa 1320 +256
16 S Stefanchuk UKR 1320 +250
17 P Ruyter NED 1320 +194
18 A Schlossberg UsSA 1320 +187
19 Y Blazhevich UKR 1320 +184

20 E Nelson UsA 1320 +176
20 D Edmonson Usa 1320 +176
22 A Burdov RUS 1320 +169
23 R Felix USA 1320 +168
F1P 3 flew 1320+-

1  C Secor (J) Usa +420 +430

2 AfFerrario (J) Usa +420 +399
F1H 14 flew 600+

1 S Makarov RUS +240 +295
2 M McKeever USA +240 +285
3 K Kulmakko FIN +240 +202
4 L Hines USA +240 +156
5 JDavis USA +240 +152
6

A BeschasnyJ  UKR +240 +149
F1G 23 flew 600+

1 D Wood USA +240 +360 +262
2 S Stefanchuk UKR +240 +360 +259
3 G Schroedter Usa +240 +360 +219
4 A Bukin RUS +240 +211

5 E Vanlandingham usa +240 +0

6 A Burdrov RUS 597

7 P Crowley Usa 593

8 M Belfield USA 590

9 P Brocks Usa 585

10 W Ghio Uusa 580

F1J 13 flew 600+

1 S Screen GBR +240 +360 +465
2 M Raoberts USA +240 +360 +429
3 B Gutai UsA +240 +360 +404
4 G Menanno USA +240 +358

5  FParker USA +240 +340

6 G Morris USA +240 +318

F1E CALIFORNIA CUP,
CALIFORNIA , USA, FEB 13

Report by lan Kaynes

LOST HILLS,

Varied weather made this a challenging competition on the low
Lost Hills hill. The day started with the wind about 4 m/sec
blowing from the west, allowing the use of the long but low
slope which faces out towards the regular flat-field part of the
site. During round 1 the wind was dropping and turning to
come more from the north. In these conditions there was only
one max and that was from the surprising model flown by Dick
Woods. This was a regular Andrjukov F1B without rubber or
prop but the noseblock replaced by a small magnet and rudder
assembly. The magnet was small enough to fit within the
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regular fuselage cross-section and the fin and rudder were no
more than 50mm high. Dick had developed this on his own and
the first time he saw a regular F1E fly was two days before the
contest. It glided as well as a normal F1B, slower than usual
for a slope soarer but this was ideal for round one when it beat
all the other models with the only max. Round two, with the
wind glancing along the slope, had either decent flights or very
poor flights which landed back on the hill.

For round three we moved a few yards to use the north-east
facing slope on the pit side of the hill. In the light wind this
gave the opportunity for some initial slope lift followed by a
glide down into the lower quarried part of the site, with a good
chance of thermals. The lunch break was dropped to help finish
early and allow later completion of the remaining flights of the
Isaacson event. The next few rounds went smoothly with the
wind gently increasing from the same northerly direction. Ken
Bauer — last year’s winner and flying more or less the same
gyro-steered F1A model - had held the lead from round 2
through to round 6, but in that round he had scored only 22 sec
which had cut his lead to just a few seconds. Following this
with a 30 second flight in round 7 allowed Brian Van Nest to
move in front and also Peter Brocks to take second. The last
flight of the contest — flown to eight rounds instead of the usual
F1E 5 flights because of the low height of the hill — saw further
changes. Ken dropped more time and he was now overtaken by
Norm Furutani who maxed. Brian made a short flight and was
overtaken by Peter Brocks who won the event by virtue of
another max.

F1E 7 flew

1 P Brocks USA 624.16
2 B Van Nest USA 585.83
3 N Furutani USA 559.17
4 K Bauer USA 554.17

ISAACSON WINTER CLASSIC, FEB 10-12,
Report by Norm Furutani from SCAT

Saturday weather was OK, air was very solid resulting in many
maxouts in the F1 classes. A constant threat of rain resulted in
only one % hour delay. An indicator of the air is the HLG
scores, outstanding flyers but not a single max. Notable was
Hal Cover's string of 11, 180s. maxes in Gollywock (we'll go
back to Bob White's champagne fly-off next year!).

Sunday was windy and many opted not to fly. This resulted in
more pistachio nuts to share! Just before awards, to resolve
the third place tie in F1B, co CD Roger M resurrected the
infamous Isaacson tie-breaker, but instead of HLG's we used
two Norm F. cat gliders. Ladi Horak and Bob Tymchek
launched into a monster thermal, Tymchek's spun in and Ladi
was going OOS, luckily the DT brought it down for a 4min.+
flight. Best flight of the day!

Monday, F1E day, had winds over 20mph. We flew two rounds
and finished after the World Cup on Tuesday.

There were 170 entries in a truly international contest

F1C 17 flew 10 F/O 1320+ F1P 4 flew 4 F/O 1320+

1 ECarroll +300+503 1 C Secor......... +300+420
2 E Verbitsky +300+422 2 AfFerrario..... +289

3 BGutai +300+356

4 Y Perchuk  +300+337 F1Q - 1 flew 1260+

5 D Mathis +300+333 1 FPollard +180+180+117
6 G Mennano +300 +0

7 RSimpson +300 +0

8 JEllington  +103

9 NPoti +27

F1G 16 flew F1H 9 flew

1 KvanNest 600+180 1 K Kulmakko 600+180
2 Evan Landingham+152 2 N Smith +149
3 M Belfield +140 3 V Stamov 581
4  TODell 597 4 M McKeever 578
5 ABurdov 590 5 B van Nest 516
Catapult Glider 9 flew HLG 7 flew

1 T Batiuk 315 1 S Buddenbohm 280
2 L Hines 310 2 K Bauer 200
3 D Parsons 293 3  Clau(n 188
Classic Glider 3 flew %A Nostalgia 7 flew

1 T Batiuk 395 1 N Peterson 509
2 HDiez 219 2 T Laird 499
P-30 2flew 3 D McNamee 480
1 ABurdov 120

F1E 7 flew Mini F1E 3 flew

1 B van Nest 406.67 1 P Brocks 200.00
2 P Brocks 360.33 2 JEmery 121.67
3 N Furutani 304.17

Moffett 2 flew

1 B Romak 120 120 180 240 225

Gollywock 6 flew 4x180 then:

1 HCover 180 180 180 180 180 180 180

2 B Goldie 180 150

3 WFunk 180

KEILKRAFT SENATOR GLOBAL POSTAL
CHALLENGE

Results of Postal 2006/7
Report by Jim Moseley

Once again | offer my thanks to all who participated in this
Postal, and especially so to those who donated so generously,
to a level that has enabled me to extend the prize list to five
places, plus (as last year) a ‘bonus’ to whoever’s model takes
the middle place in the results list. | will be mailing out the
appropriate amounts during the course of the next few days,
but would like to take an opportunity to further thank Grant
Carson who not only donated to this contest but offered an
additional $100 to the American flyer who bested those of all
other nationalities — accordingly, he will be contacting Jim
Bethea direct to make this award personally.

There has been some decrease in overall participation
compared to the previous event, which had 23 models flown by
entrants from 8 countries compared to the present 19 from 5

F1A 31flew 17 F/O 1290+ F1B 33 flew 22 F/O 1320+

nations, and a marked swing in personnel. Curiously, those

M Kochkarev +300+310 ABurdov  +300 +383  from the United Kingdom who took the top two prizes in 2005
P Brocks +300+284 A Andriukov +300 +287  4id not return on this occasion and we also ‘lost’ the flyers
B Van Nest  +300+255 L Horak ~ +300 +264  from Italy, Sweden and Australia — maybe next time?.

R Secor +300+232 B Tymchek +300 +264

S Makarov ~ +300+232 S Stefanchuk +300 +248  “One design” events, historically, are relatively short-lived and

E Gorban +300 +242
M Davis +300 +232
S Smirnov  +300 +226
R Rohrke  +300 +218

C Lenartowicz+282
K Kulmakko +277
J Farmer +272
K Bauer +264

| have to admit that towards the close of 2006 | was somewhat
gloomy about the outcome of this Postal as scores received at
that time indicated only moderate interest. However | was
much encouraged to find more flight times arriving thereafter
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and so am inclined to run the contest for maybe once more,
trusting that you will all return to fly in same - I’ll also send
this report to others who flew in 2005 in the hope | can tempt
them to participate once again — and maybe you can also
encourage others to build and fly a ‘Senator in the coming
year.

I cannot, of course, guarantee any prize levels other than the
minimum $100 for First place. The present format hasn’t
provoked any complaints — indeed, some seem happy that the
yearlong spread allows them to fly in summer conditions
wherever they may be — so | am specifying that the 2007/8
contest will commence March 1% 2007 and close February
28" 2008. Same rules — three flights to 120 seconds
maximum and 60 second increments thereafter; more than one
model may be flown with separate flight scores/totals for each.
Please forward appropriate photos and general information
with your scores — a little thin on the ground this time but | do
hear that others much enjoy seeing and reading same.

Thank you once again for your support and enthusiasm, and
now ... flying starts again in just a few days time; gentlemen,
wind your motors!

PS All flight times have been seconded into the appropriate
Vintage class in the WorldWide Postal Contest, which closes
March 31%, suitably amended for the rules of said event where
required. Results/report for that will come your way in due
course

19 flew 3x120 plus following times total
1 Jim Bethea USA 180 240 249 1029 $150
2 Ding Zarate USA 180 240 105 885 $125
3 Jim Moseley CAN 180 216 756 $100
4 Ken Taylor UK 120 174 714 $ 75
5 Bill McConachie USA 180 171 711 $ 50
6 Spencer Willis UK 180 126 666
7 Joshua Finn USA 180 107 647
8 Ole Torgerson N 150 510
9 Bob Taylor UK 106 466
10 Gil Hart UK 360 $40

A big ‘Thank you’ to our donors, in no particular order -
Richard Barlow, Grant Carson, Ron Hummel, Dennis Davitt,
David Truluck, Bernard Gillespie, Mario Perrone and Al
Pardue

RPPRPET I W e

Ding Zarate, obviously happy with his 2™ place model.

Next event: March 1 2007 to February 29 2008

First kitted by KeilKraft in 1950, the ‘Senator’ has become
recognised as an excellent design that combines simple robust
structure with outstanding performance. Very popular in
British ‘Vintage’ events, it also can do well in North American
‘Category III’ classes — Nostalgia Rubber, Moffett and
Mulvihill, etc. for which 120 second maximums are a formality
and it can be taken well past 180 seconds with little extra
effort.

There is no entry fee. The lengthy timescale of this Postal is to
permit any modeller an opportunity to participate, no matter
where in the world they might be located.

Models are to conform to the standard Senator kit plan; the
structure may be amended for the purposes of D/T installation
— whether tipping stabiliser (LE down), tipping wing or hinged
rear fuselage — and the undercarriage leg may be removable for
storage/carrying purposes. Glazing of the ‘cabin’ is optional.
Any freewheel propeller up to a maximum of 13” diameter
may be used and there are no restrictions on rubber motor
size/weight.

Individual Scores:- Three flights shall be made to a 120 second
maximum. If three Maximums are achieved, then successive
flights may be made with the maximum increasing by 60
seconds on each occasion, until the target time is not realised
e.g. 120. 120. 120. 180. 240. 211 = Total Score 991 seconds
All flights to be pre-nominated to a timekeeper; the initial three
should be made on the same day but successive flyoff flights
may be made at the flyer’s discretion, similarly timed. More
than one model may be flown by an entrant but scores for each
must stand alone; i.e. a reserve model may not be used to
complete a series of flights commenced with another.

A plan may be viewed at http://www.theplanpage.com/st.htm
with a download also available (noting that the true span is
32”, not 30” as shown on the plan), purchased or obtained from
various sources, and ‘short kits’ are available from at least two
vendors; contact me for further information on same or with
any questions that you might have..

Team Scores:- If any three flyers wish to have their scores
also recorded as part of a team total, please advise a team title
when submitting same: | will then collate same as a secondary
group score in the name of that team — whether they fly
together as a club, or as a group of individuals who wish to link
together for this purpose. A person may only fly in one specific
team, however.

Entries/scores may be forwarded to me at any time, by email or
regular post, and | will distribute a final report and result sheet,
which will be further publicised as widely as possible.
Accompanying anecdotes and photographs would be very
welcome and are encouraged. If desired, scores will also be
posted to an appropriate event in the WorldWide Postal
Contest, details available on request.

An initial award of C$100.00 for 1%.place will be provided;
and donations received will be applied to further awards and
upgrades. A $50.00 donation is already available for the top
placing Junior flyer. I hope that you will give this event your
support and also encourage others to participate.

The ‘Senator’ is a viceless airplane, easy to build and to fly
with very satisfying performance; my only advice is to keep
the structure aft of the CG as light as possible to reduce the
need for any nose ballast to a minimum.

Jim Moseley 19 Banner Crescent, Ajax, Ontario L1S 3S8,
Canada, jjmoseley@look.ca (905) 683-3014

-23 -



BMFA 2007 FREE FLIGHT NATIONALS
Barkston Heath 27, 28, 29" May 2007

In 2007 as well as the BMFA, FAI, Mini, Classic and Vintage
classes, and of course the ever popular Bowden precision
event, there will be additions to the ‘field entry events’. 25”
Vintage Rubber and Kit Rubber Scale Duration were
introduced last year and will be repeated this time together
with the usual British Power and Vintage Wakefield classes.
Additions this time will be two ‘conventional’ FF scale events.

As well as all this FAIR — the FAI Rocketry Group — will be
holding their Nationals alongside us. For those who have never
seen this ‘alternative’ version of Free Flight this will an
opportunity to see how the other half lives while indulging in
their usual activities. By giving opportunities, to associated
disciplines and the casual and sport flier, to take an active part
in the year’s Major Free Flight meeting it’s hoped to spread
the “Free Flight Word” to a wider audience.

Don’t forget that the overall championships are being run
again, in response to popular demand - after the scoring
system was simplified to ‘total time’. Also if you’re a Junior,
or you know any Juniors, a reminder that the Junior
Championship for the year is run at this meeting. The last few
years have seen very few entries and it would be good to see an
increase in these this time — any of the events, other than the
two dedicated solely to Juniors, count. Points are awarded for

the best placed Juniors in each and the biggest total wins; see
the rule book for full details.

Preparation is now at an advanced stage and there are a
number of other ‘additions’ this time: There’s a barbeque on
Saturday night which is free — with a cash bar — to all those
who have paid the registration fee (£3.50 if you’re just coming
for the day). There’s also some ‘entertainment’ planned to go
with the barbeque, and for those who are camping
arrangements have been made to deliver supplies of milk,
bread and newspapers to the site each morning. And, if you’re
just coming to watch, or fly in the field entry events, the gate
entry fees are £5 each and £10 per car, with a reduction if you
pay for all three days in one go - £10 each or £20 for a car.

The rules for all the ‘field entry’ events are available as listed
below. An Entry form for the main pre-entry events — also
including a list of the field entry events — and camping
application is included with this issue of Free Flight News,
Further entry forms and camping applications are in BMFA
News. More information from the BMFA website:
www.bmfa.org , e-mail: admin@bmfa.org , phone 0116
2440028. The Free Flight Technical Committee (FFTC)
website is: www.vengi.demon.co.uk/ .

An entry form is included with this issue for UK readers.
Overseas visitors are very welcome at the Nationals, please
contact us for an entry form

Sources of rules and information for Field entry events at Free Flight Nationals, 2007

Day Event Description Source of rules
Name telephone email
Sat 26 9. 25” Vintage Small vintage rubber FFTC
Rubber duration C Strachan 01223 860498 | chris.strachan@btinternet.com
Sat 26 t?ntigAeM Vintage Wakefields to SAM | SAM 35
Wakefield rules Bill Cox 01775 767599
Sat 26 11. FF Scale Contest for Aeromodeller
(Evening) and Model Aircraft designs | Bill Dennis 01623 882620 | billdennis747@aol.com
Sun 27 20. Vol au Vent Zumralttlaotr:)\(/:v(lji:teesﬁizoe:‘rra Plans
(r & Sen) P > glaer. Gerry LeVey 01904 705647
and rules available
Precision contest for sports | FF Rule book from
21 Bowden power models. BMFA - £3.00 0116 2440028 | admin@bmfa.org
Sun 27 Trooh
Phy Full rules in Free Flight rule | Info./advice from
book Stan Horne 0113 2257112 | stanley.horne@nltworld.com
B I
(Evening) riat tropny, op Andrew Hewitt 01332 748076
types including gliders
Duration event for small
scale models to Keil Kraft,
Mon 28 | 31. Kit Scale Veron and FFTC
Westwings/Wingleader C Strachan 01223 860498 | chris.strachan@btinternet.com
designs
wonzg | 2w | T o sert
Power diesels) P ’ Dave Clarkson 01614 777647
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CROOKHAM GALA, MIDDLE WALLORP, Feb 11

Combined Power 3x2.00 5 flew

1 T.Grey 6.00 Electric F1Q
2 R.Wykes 4.37 Vintage
3 D.Chilton 2.10 Classic
4 D.Cox 1.15

5 A.Chilton 1.12 SLOP
Combined Glider 3x2.00 9 flew

1 T.Clark 4.09 Classic
2 P.Michel 4.00 Vintage
3 J.Oulds 341 Modern
4 J.Howick 2.00 Modern
4  D.Beales 2.00 Vintage
4 R.Woodruffe 2.00 Vintage
Coupe d’Hiver 4x2.00 7 flew

1 R.Wilkes 6.51

2 A.Longhurst 6.26

3 P.Hall 3.79

4  D.Beales 2.36

5 J.Minshall 2.00

6 R.Vaughan 1.40

RULES FOR FREE FLIGHT WORLD CUP

The Rules are readily available from the FAI web site but it is
some time since the rules were printed here. The changes for
this year are the addition of F1B Junior and F1Q. By some
oversight (IK!) these class has not been defined for bonus
points; in the absence of a rule I will apply the 1 bonus point
per 5 people as used for F1A Junior.

1. Classes: The following separate classes are recognised for
World Cup competition: F1A, F1B, F1C, F1E, F1Q, F1A Junior, F1B
Junior and F1E Junior.

2. Competitors: All competitors in the specified open
international contests are eligible for the World Cup. Only Junior
competitors are eligible for the F1A Junior and F1E Junior World Cup.

3. Contests: Contests included in the World Cup must appear on
the FAI contest calendar and be run according to the FAI Sporting
Code. The contests to be counted for a World Cup in one year are to be
nominated at the CIAM Bureau meeting at the end of the preceding
year and are to be indicated on the FAI contest calendar. A maximum
of two contests may be selected for any one country. A country may
choose to fly a World Cup event at a flying site in another country. For
the purpose of counting events and classification (paragraph 5) this
event will be regarded as an event by the organising country, provided
that the name of this country is included in the title of the event and the
organiser contact address, telephone and fax numbers are in the
organising country.

4. Points Allocation

Points are allocated to competitors at each contest according to their
placing in the results and the number of competitors beaten as given in
the following table and the following items:

Placing 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Points 50 40 30 25 20 19 18 17 16 15 14
Placing 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23
Points 12 11 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2

Each competitor awarded placing points is eligible for a bonus
according to the number of competitors they have beaten in the
competition. The bonus points are calculated as 1 point per 20 people
beaten in F1A, 1 point per 10 people beaten in F1B or F1E, 1 point per
5 people in F1C, F1A Junior and F1E Junior. The number of bonus
points is rounded down to the nearest whole number. The number of
people beaten by someone in place P is (N-P) with N the number of
competitors defined in b) below.

a) Points are awarded only to competitors completing at least
one flight in the contest.

b) Points are awarded only to competitors in the top half of the
results list (if N is the number of competitors who completed

12
13

24

at least one flight, then the points from the above table are
awarded only for places 1 to N/2, rounding up when necessary
in calculating the N/2 place).

c) In the event of a tie for any placing, the competitors with that
placing will share the points which would have been awarded
to the places covered had the tie been resolved (round up the
score to the nearest whole number of points).

d) For F1A Junior and F1E Junior points are awarded according
to Junior classification.

5. Classification

The World Cup results are determined by considering the total number
of points obtained by each competitor in the World Cup events. Each
competitor may count the result of all competitions, except that only
one competition may be counted from each country in Europe (taking
the better score for any European country in which he has scored in
two competitions). To determine the total score, up to three events
may be counted, selecting each competitor’s best results during the
year.

In the event of a tie the winner will be determined according to the
following scheme. The number of events counted will be increased
from three, one at a time, until the winner is obtained. If this does not
separate the tied competitors then the winner will be determined by
considering the points obtained in the best three events multiplied by
the number of competitors flying in each event. The winner is the one
with the greatest total thus calculated.

6. Awards

The winner earns the title of Winner of the World Cup. Certificates,
medals and trophies may be awarded by the Subcommittee as
available.

7. Organisation

The Subcommittee shall be responsible for organising the World Cup
and may nominate a responsible person or special subcommittee to
administer the event.

8. Communications

The Free Flight Subcommittee should receive the results from each
contest in the World Cup and then calculate and publish the current
World Cup positions. These should be distributed to the news agencies
and should also be available by payment of a subscription to any
interested bodies or individuals. Latest results will also be sent to the
organiser of each competition in the World Cup for display at the
competition. Final results of the World Cup are to be sent also to the
FAI, National Airsports Controls and the Aeromodelling press.

9. Responsibilities of Competition Organisers

Competition organisers must propose their event for inclusion in the
World Cup when nominating events for the FAI International Sporting
Calendar. The final selection of events from these proposals is made by
the CIAM Bureau as defined in paragraph 3.

Immediately after the event, the competition organiser must send the
results to the World Cup organiser, at least within one month as
required in the Sporting Code B.6.5. Any failure to return results
promptly will be reviewed by the CIAM Bureau when considering the
competition calendar for the following year.

10.  Jury

A Jury of three responsible people shall be nominated by the CIAM
Free Flight Sub-committee to rule on any protest concerning the World
Cup during a year. Any protest must be submitted in writing to the
Free Flight Sub-committee Chairman and must be accompanied by a
fee of 80 CHF (Swiss Francs). In the event of the Jury upholding the
protest, the fee will be returned.

WEIGHING RUBBER

Faced for the first time with the need to weigh my rubber
motors | have been delighted with the little scales from Hilcott
electronics (www.hillcott.plus.com) 0-300 gm in 0.1 gm steps
at £13.95 + postage . No connection except satisfied - Mark
Croome.
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VISIBILITY AND TIMING PROBLEMS

A new way to alleviate the difficulty?
By Paul Masterman.

The perennial hassle of timekeepers losing sight of a distant
aircraft has been with us for ever; there must be countless cases
of contestants feeling ‘I wuz robbed” when an aircraft went out
of sight and someone else recorded a superior time. This
difficulty caused first CIAM, and then the national bodies, to
introduce the use of binoculars as a means of verifying the time
of a flight — and in the great majority of instances — this has
been an enormous help.

Nevertheless, with model performance being what it is, and
when the breeze gets up, seeing an aircraft for five or more
minutes can still be a significant problem. This has been
brought home to me at AMA events here in the USA where an
increasing max is required to decide who wins the rubber
classes. With our aging population, asking an individual to
time a five-minute plus flight often results in them saying, ‘No,
I can’t see that far’. What’s more, they’re neither joking, not
copping out. In a breeze, and with a small and slim-profiled
model, who can blame them? Also, without a tripod, keeping
binoculars up to the eyes for that length of time is a significant
strain, since the arm muscles start to tremble as time passes.

For some time now, I’ve been seeking some solution, working
on the premise that an aircraft has to disappear from the
timekeeper’s sight for fifteen seconds before the clock is
stopped. If the timekeeper could be ‘reminded’ every few
seconds as to the location of the aircraft in the sky, the
problem would be alleviated, if not solved completely. For
about a decade now, I’ve been hovering around the concept of
a light beacon attached to the airframe, which, if it could be
flashed, would provide the location. The idea isn’t rocket
science — | understand that others have been working along the
same lines. You can see beacons on commercial air transport
equipments tens (it’s suggested a hundred) miles away in a
clear sky. But what would do the job?

The first option which seemed feasible was to investigate the
flash units on throw-away cameras. This appeared to be a
distinct possibility, since they were cheap (even buying new —
and throwing away the camera and un-used film!).
Components would need to be added to provide a timing
circuit (555 was the best option, with the necessary resistor and
capacitor set-up). Using an appropriate *mark-space’ ratio, the
capacitor could be charged from a lightweight battery, and then
discharged through the flash tube, let’s say, every seven or so
seconds. The timekeeper would see this ‘prompt’ and register
the aircraft’s position downwind. Even if the timekeeper
missed one viewing of the flash, it would be more than likely
that the subsequent flash would be seen, thereby keeping the
aircraft in sight within the “fifteen second’ cut-off point.

Initially, this appeared viable, although weight was an obvious
problem. The capacitor needed to hold the charge for the flash
tube was so heavy, it put the whole project up a blind alley — at
least for those aircraft where weight was at a premium — Open
Rubber being the case in question.

However, technology moves on, and a new solution may be at
hand. First, we have the advent of small (lightweight!) light-
emitting diodes as a possible light source. Employing these
appeared to re-open the old plan — since the heavy capacitor
would not be called for. But now, even better! Cheap, high-
visibility units are appearing on the market, intended for
attaching to the collars of dogs. These allow the animals to run
free of their owners in the dark, without the hounds
disappearing! The units are powered by button cells and offer
a random flashing capability with various coloured diodes (?),
including white, which are readily visible at considerable
distances — the manufacturers claim a half mile. So far, no
practical tests have been undertaken in bright sunlight, but
relying on the human eye’s particular characteristic of

identifying significant changes in the image before it,
especially when using binoculars, the method may be
worthwhile investigating, since the flash should be easily
identifiable to the human eye.

As these units come, the heavy (in aeronautical terms) metal
casing means that a unit would require some re-engineering
before use on an aircraft. Nevertheless, a target weight of
around five grams is well within reach. A lighter weight might
well be possible by further stripping down the metal container,
or at the expense of using smaller batteries and replacing them
more frequently. Who’s going to try them? (apart from me,
that is).

(IK: there are also units in use in Europe and an alternative
source is with strobe lights made for RC models)

O.K. TIMERS

Jaromir Orel has supplied the following notes about operating
OK clockwork timers, relevant also in part to other timers.

12 Rules for Operating OK Timers
1. Main part of timer is a clock mechanism. This must be
remembered for every manipulation.

2. Opening in fuselage for timer assembly serves at the same
time as cover of the clock mechanism, therefore it is
necessary to finish it with glue or paint.

3. Wind up the timer by grasping cylinder worm by fingers
(or using a special tool for timer start-up). You rotate from
right to left (i.e. anticlockwise) and as far as the
mechanism allows. Then you let it run down to the
calibration mark (see 6).

4.  Perform calibration of timer operation only after final
installation of all rods, these work as a brake. Place the
sign directly into the screw of the worm.

5. Use color markers with narrow tips. If you change your
mark, remove the old marks with industrial alcohol or
with thinners.

6. Period of one rotation of the worm is between 50 to 60
seconds, depending on timer type, type of driving spring
and deterrent weights.

7.  Check start-up of your timer after every regulation of
towing hook.

8.  After your final assembly of timer (i.e. before your first
flight), dismantle your timer from the fuselage and clean it
(see 9) to ensure reliable operation.

9.  Strong pollution or corrosion after flight in dust or rain
will result in slowdown of the timer. Then it is necessary
to rinse the timer (while running) in benzoline, let it dry
and afterwards lubricate the spring. A dry spring namely
corrodes and stammers (,,shoots®).

10. If you lack experience in assembly and disassembly of
similar mechanisms, | recommend to send the timer for
repair to producer.

11. Careful! Brass screw which holds the worm has a left -
hand thread! (M 1,6mm)

12.  All the mechanisms which serve for the timers start-up
must work absolutely reliably. It is often the case that the
timer works fine and it is the start-up mechanisms which
are to blame for flying-away or loss of your plane.

O. K. Model catalogue 2007

Jaromir reports that he has been actively involved in free flight
for over 47 years now and has now produced and sold more
than 2900 timers. His current range includes 22 different timers
and following samples give an indication of the designs
available:
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OK-00 KADET For F1A, F1H, F1E, operating
time 6 minutes, weight 18g, price €22

OK-07 JUNIOR For F1A, F1E, operating time 6
minutes, weight 20g, price €28

OK-09 SPECIAL For F1B, operating time 10
minutes, weight 18g, price €35

OK-12 CHAMPION For F1H, operating time 5
minutes, weight 19g, price €41

OK-18 MASTER For F1A, operating time 10
minutes, weight 23.5g, price €44

Other items in the OK Model range include carbon caps for
ribs, carbon/Kevlar/glass components including D-boxes,
spars, tailbooms, fuselages, and also towhooks and F1E
steering mechanisms.

To request a copy of the catalogue or for other details contact:
O. K. MODEL, Jaromir Orel, Novoveskd 170, 686 04
Kunovice, Czech Republic, tel/fax: +420 572 549 973, e-mail:
oktimer@seznam.cz

LONDON GALA - THE MISSING CD

The London Gala on Area 8, Salisbury Plain on May 5-6th still
needs a CD. The number of people flying free-flight actively in
the London Area appears to be pretty small and the number
prepared to take on the job smaller still, - zero, in fact. All the
scoreboards, bottles of wine (for the winners, not the CD...)
and contest oddments are at the Dilly residence in the
Croydon/Bromley area, but its inhabitant may be abroad at the
time of the London Gala. At present Peter Tribe has stepped
into the breech, but the event needs a pair of CDs, so please
contact one or all of the following with your offers to pick up
the torch. Martin Dilly (martindilly@compuserve.com),
Peter Tribe (peter.tribe33@virgin.net), Mike Woodhouse
(mike@freeflightsupplies.co.uk)

BMFA INDOOR

There will be a BMFA Indoor event at Kelham Hall on March
11. Events are F1L (half motor), Ministick (full motor), 35cm
(full motor).

Kelham Hall is located lust to the west of Newark (NG23
5QX). The building is heated but has no mechanical ventilation
system. The domed structure has an internal height of about 60
ft. Access into the dome is via localised drop off points and has
ample free car parking for all. Entrance fees are £15 for all
(BMFA members only flying) with helpers/spectators free.
Doors open from 8am, exit prompt by 5pm. Proof of
membership will be required to provide compliance with the
requirements of the establishment's health and safety policy
and our own agreed risk assessments.

All classes to be flown in rounds commencing from 10am with
allotted times available for all other duration classes also
offered (exact format to be agreed). Unlimited flights with the
best 2 flights to count. Models may be checked for size and
weight throughout the day in line with the FAI and current
BMFA rule book. No gas available therefore steering by
fishing poles only.

It should be noted that the venue is newly carpeted and
therefore ones choice of shoes should be appropriate. The use
of a suitable ground sheet between tables is required to
minimise chances of damage to the flooring. For further
information  contact Mark Benns 01733 755733
mark.benns@ntlworld.com , Nick Aikman 01509 556616
nickaikman@hotmail.com

UK COMPETITION NEWS

SALISBURY PLAIN. There is going to be a major Army
exercise on Area 8 on Salisbury Plain on March 18th and our
free-flight trimming day there has been cancelled.. The
previous day, March 17th, is still available.

CROYDON WAKEFIELD DAY will be at Middle Wallop on
April 9th. F1B in rounds for the Thurston Trophy; 8 oz.
Vintage Wakefield for the Ted Evans Trophy; 4 oz. Vintage
Wakefield for the Fairlop Cup. 10 a.m. start. Contact Martin
Dilly on 020 8777 5533.

LONDON AREA GALA. In addition to the BMFA events at
the London Gala on Salisbury Plain, London Area will again
be running an F1E contest on Sunday, May 6th. The London
Area-run Classic Glider will be held on May 7th as previously
announced.
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SE AREA BMFA SPRING GALA will be at RAF Odiham on
May 20. This year’s event will celebrate 60 years of FF at RAF
Odiham and there will be some special trophies to be won.
There will be a few changes to the events this year, the list is:
Vint Wakefield (4 & 8 oz comb); Vint Lightweight Rubber;
Vint and Classic Glider Comb; Vint HLG (Hand & Catapult
Launch Combined); Vint, Classic & SLOP Comb; CdH; Al .

Please note that model flying may be interrupted during the
day by aircraft movements and that the only way in and out of
the airfield is via the Main Gate. Finally, all registrations are
subject to approval by the RAF authorities. Pre-registration is
necessary for this event and must be received by Wednesday.
9th May. The registration fee remains the same as last year.
The following registration details are required: Car registration
no., BMFA no., names of driver & occupants, registration fee
(non-returnable) £3 per car occupant. (Cheques made out to SE
Area BMFA), SAE. Full details will be sent before the event
to all who have registered. To fly a model on this site you must
be a fully paid up member of the BMFA. Registrations to Alex
Cameron, 31 Stafford Rd, Langley Green, Crawley, West
Sussex, RH11 7LA and please do not forget the SAE.

DEVON & CORNWALL RALLY will be hosted by the CVA
club at Woodbury Common, Devon, on July 7 and 8. Start
10am both days. Events and classes are as follows.

Saturday July 7, 5 events. All classes three flights.
Classic/Nostalgia - Glider, Rubber, Power.
Mini Vintage.
Combined F1J- %2A/British Power.

Ends 6pm. Flyoffs soon after.

Sunday July 8, 4 events:
BMFA Open Vintage G/R/P - 2 flights only
Remaining events all three flights:
BMFA Open Rubber (2007 class Rules)
BMFA Open Glider (2007 class Rules)
BMFA Slow Open Power
Ends 5pm. Flyoffs soon after. Prizegiving for both days to be
held on the field after these flyoffs.

The Gala Champ award for the Alan Parker Trophy will be
scored on the basis of the usual League points system from the
top six placings in all the above events. BMFA rules will apply
except where stated to the contrary. The first exception is that
as at Morley Club events rule 3.1.1 b as of BMFA Rule Book
2006 applies throughout. (That is the Builder of the Model rule
applies). All enquiries to Ron Marking (CVA) 01209 213254

EVENTS IN SCOTLAND IN 2007. All at Newbigging.

Saturday May 5 Steel Cup Combined F1A /F1B two flights
1000 - 1330 at will, then scheduled rounds for flights 3,4,5
Sunday May 6  Classic Power Event. 10:00 to 17:30. BMFA
rules, except entry of the model allowing multiple entry of
different models.

SCOTTISH NATIONALS

Saturday June 23:

F1A and F1B two flights 1000-1330 at will, then

scheduled rounds for flights 3, 4, 5

Open Vintage for “McManus Trophy” 1000 —17:30
Sunday June 24: all 1000 -1700

Combined Glider - “Granger Trophy”

Combined Rubber - “Waulkmill Shield”

Combined Power - “Flying Dutchman Trophy”

F1G, F1H, 1/2A/F1]

Engraved Glasses for 1st places. Pre-entry is not required. £3
per event on day.

Sunday August 19: Paisley Trophy (all-in-CR, CG, and CP)
10:00-17:30

Sunday September 2: The Cranfield Classic 10:00 —17:30

For details contact Jim Arnott 01383 510279, "Downside",
Farm Road, Hill of Beath, Fife, KY4 8DZ. New email
address: arnott.downside@btinternet.com

Please note:- There is extensive flying space in most wind
directions, but due to the loss of access to the North side of the
moor there are some directions where flying space is restricted,
particularly when barley crops are being grown. If
circumstances are such that the crop fields cannot be avoided
with a move of control, then a reduced MAX will be
announced to ensure that the risk to the crops is minimal and
particular fields will be identified as NO-ENTRY areas.
Regretably, prospective attendees are forewarned that in these
conditions, the expected standard for contest organisation may
be abandoned to ensure that permission to use the site in the
future is preserved. BMFA 2007 will apply unless otherwise
stated. Thermal detection equipment is not permitted.

INTERNATIONAL COMPETITION NEWS

2 F1E WORLD CUP events at Oberkotzau, Germanx on April
14 and 15. A World Cup event will be on 14" and the
Fohrlberg d Cup on April 15. Flying site is the hill Fohrlberg
near Oberpferdt approximately 10 km south of the town Hof on
Saale. Arrival and practice is possible on April 13, on April 14
registration will be from 8.30 to 9.30 and the first round begins
at 10.00 On April 15 first round will start at 9.00. Times of
rounds and flying times will be announced prior to every
round. The organisers urgently recommend only using walkie-
talkies with a general licence of Germany. It is prohibited to
enter the flying site by car, parking areas will be marked out by
the organiser. Insurance required. The flying site is
agricultural, please treat with care. Entry fees are: seniors €30
for one event or €40 for two, juniors €15 or € 20. Entry may
be made one hour before begin the first round or write to: Peter
Kuttler, Schneebergstrasse 26, D-95145 Oberkotzau, Germany,
t:+ 49 9286 6187 e: peter-kuttler@web.de

SWEDISH CUP World Cup contest for F1A, F1B, F1C will be
held at Rinkaby, Sweden on May 17 and 18. The first day is for
arrival and registration from 15.00 and test flights at the field.
May 18 (Friday) is the contest day, with briefing on site 7.15
for the start of first round 8.00. The competition will be in five
rounds, maximum time and length of rounds will be announced
during the briefing and is subject to change due to weather
conditions. The constest will be to FAI Sporting Code, except
for no official time keepers. Entry fee is 250 SEK, 350 for 2 or
more classes, 150 SEK for juniors. Entry fee is paid on
registration. Contacts: Lars-G Olofsson +46 31 473560
friflyg@comhem.se and Per Findahl (CD), tel +46 705 656513
or +46 223 22957 per.findahl@telia.com. Camping will
NOT be allowed on the site this year. We recommend
http://Awww.regenbogen-camp.de/  “Camp Ahus” which also
provides huts. Also on the same location is the Nordic Cup
http://www.ffu.dk/nordic_cup.htm

BLACK CUP will be held at Gliwice, Poland, from July 6 to 8.
The events will be F1H, F1G, F1K, F1P (Polish
Championship), Tailless-Open (Polish Championship) and
F1A ( World Cup). Etry fees are: €15 for seniors or €5 for
juniors in Classes F1H, F1G, F1K, F1P, Tailless, and €30 for
seniors or €15 for juniors in F1A which should be paid at the
time of registration. There is the possibility of camping on the
airfield near the cafe, where food and drinks may be bought
and there is a toilet available in the Club-house. FAI licences
are necessary. Friday July 6 10.00-18.00 registration at the
Airfield Café, and 12.00-21.00 training and contest in tailless.
Saturday July 7 9.00-16.30 contest F1H, F1G, F1P, F1P,
17.00-18.00 flyoffs, 20.00 prizegiving in front of airfield
café.Sunday July 8 6.00-13.00 F1A contest (7 flights), 13.00-
14.00 fly offs, 14.30 prizegiving in front of airfield café.
Contact: dr inz. Stanistaw Kubit, ul. Rybnicka 84, 44-100
Gliwice, Poland, tel 0048 32 232 18 22 ,mobile +48 601420
383, e-mail gbit@digi.pl
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