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April 6 
(Good Friday) 
Church Fenton 

BMFA Northern Gala. B/G (CMA), B/R 
(Caton), B/P (Hamley), O/E, SLOP 
(Falcons), F1G, F1H, F1J/BMFA1/2A, 
Mini-vintage, HLG, CLG.  Contact and 

CD:Denis Davitt, 0113 2675433. 

April 6-9 
Narrandera, 
NSW 
Australia 

Australian FF Society Championships. 
F1A, F1B, F1C. World Cup. Contact: Phil 
Mitchell, tel:+61 24384 3217, fax: +61 

24367 8316       filnoels@bigpond.net.au 

April 7-9 
Middle Wallop 

 

There may be other 

users of airfield 

and restrictions 

may apply. BMFA 

members only. 

7th: Glider Day, Contact: Rod Audley, tel 
01454 250354, rod.audley@btinternet.com 

8th Bournemouth MAS – TBA, 
Contact: Roy Tiller, tel: 01202511309, 

roy@41delisle.fsnet.co.uk 

Crookham – combined power, contact: J 
Thompson,  01252 842471  
Johnd.Thompson@btinternet.com 

9th Croydon Wakefield Day. F1B in 
rounds Thurston Trophy, 8 oz vint Wake 
for Ted Evans Trophy, 4 oz vint Wake for 
Fairlop Cup. Start 10am.  David Beales,    
tel: 020 8858 2714 addickab@aol.com  
Martin Dilly, t/fax: 020 8777 5533   

martindilly@compuserve.com 

April 9 

Church Fenton 

Vintage, Pannett & Kay Meeting.  See 
UK Competition News in this issue. CD & 

security list Joe Northrop, 0113 2581292 

April 10-11 
Narrandera,  
Australia 

Southern Cross Cup. F1A, F1B, F1C. 
World Cup. Contact: Than Stowe, t/fax: 

+61 247541334,  stowes@ozemail.com.au 

April 14 
Lucenec  
Slovak Republic 

City Cup of Lucenec. F1A, F1B, F1C. 
World Cup. Stefan Hubert, t: +421 47 433 

0213, email: butorova@stonline.sk 

April 14-15 
Salisbury Plain 

BMFA FF Trimming. Essential to contact 
Bernard Aslett to pay fees and get on Army 
security list, see FFn 0702. Call Peter Tribe 
on 01225 862748 on Friday to check 
availability before travelling. 

April 14 and 15 
Oberkotzau  
Germany 

2 F1E. World Cup events. See FFn 0703.  
Peter Kuttler, Schneebergstr. 26, 95145 
Oberkotzau, Germany, t: +49 92866187  or  

+49 160 945 16469, peter-kuttler@web.de 

April 21-22 
Saray 
Turkey 

Istanbul Cup. F1A, F1B, F1H, P30. World 
Cup. Ismail Sarioglu, t+90 216521 1414, fx 
+902164619180 isarioglu@banksoft.com.tr 

www.turkey-ff.info 

April 22 
Area Venues 

BMFA 3rd Area. C/R (Gamage), F1C/F1Q 

(Halfax/Plugge),F1H,SLOP(Plugge), T'less 

April 27-30 
Embalse 
Argentina 

World Cup. F1A, F1B, F1C. World Cup.   
Mario Korman, t/fx: +11 4636 3045, 

aeromodelismo@infovia.com.ar,  www.faa.org 

April 28-29 
Salisbury Plain 

BMFA FF Trimming. See entry for April 

14-15  

April 28 
Madziunai 
Lithuania 

Baltic Cup. F1A, F1B, F1C. World Cup.  
Rolands Mackus, t+370 68726002,fx: +370 
389 69181, rolandasmackus@vytrolma.lt, 

web: http//www.aeromodelling.lt 

April 29-30 
Madziunai 
Lithuania 

Estonian FF Cup. F1A, F1B, F1C. World 
Cup. Aavo Koppel, t+372 5048 886, fx 
+372 6405701  aavo.koppel@suprema.ee 

http://www.mudellend.ee 

May 4 -6 
Gallio 
Italy 

2 F1E World Cup. Contact: Maurizio 
Tomazzoni, t/fx +39 0464 430 230,  

info@gar-rovereto.it,  www.gar-rovereto.it 

May 5-6  
Newbigging 

Saturday: Steel Cup. Sunday: Classic 
Power. See FFn 0703. Jim Arnott,  t: 01383  

510279  arnott.downside@btinternet.com 

May 6-7 
(7th is May day 
bank holiday) 
Salisbury Plain. 

London Area Gala & Club Champs. 6th: 
C/R, C/G, C/P, (Club Champ’s), CLG,P30, 
Vintage, CO2, non senior champs: F1E.   
7th: F1G, F1H, F1J/BMFA½A, SLOP, 
Mini Vint, E30, HLG, non-senior champs: 

classic G. Contact: M Dilly 0208 777 5533. 

May 11-13 
Zrenjanin 
Serbia 

Srem Cup. F1A, F1B, F1C. World Cup.   
Radoje Blagojevic, tel: +381 6335 2292  or  

+38163252064  aknovapazova@yahoo.com  
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CIAM PLENARY MEETING, MARCH 22 TO 24 

Report by Ian Kaynes 

The annual meeting of CIAM (the Aeromodelling Commission 
of the FAI) was held in Lausanne on March 22 to 24 in the 
Olympic Museum. 

As usual, CIAM Bureau meeting was held on the first day, the 
technical meetings and some Plenary business on March 23rd, 
and the Plenary meeting (at which the binding decisions are 
made according to the votes of national delegates) on March 
24th. As chairman of the Free Flight Subcommittee (FFSC) I 
chaired the FF Technical meeting (FFTM) on the second day. 

The FFTM was attended by: 

Klaus Salzer Austria  
Wilhelm Kamp Austria  
Cenny Breeman Belgium  
Valentin Savov Bulgaria  
Ivan Horejsi Czech Rep  
Bernard Boutillier France  
Pierre Chaussebourg France  
Gerhard Wobbeking Germany  
Ian Kaynes Great Britain  
Jim Andrews Great Britain  
Trevor Grey Great Britain  
Mike Colling Great Britain  
Andras Ree Hungary  
Claudio Bognolo Italy  
Anselmo Zeri Netherlands  
Martin Dilly New Zealand  
Mikhail Zanciu Romania  
Srdjan Pelagic Serbia  
Kurt Sager Switzerland  
Victor Stamov Ukraine  
George Batiuk USA  

The specific free flight items from the meeting are described 
here, including the comments in the FFTM and the final 
decisions by the Plenary meeting. All the changes which were 
agreed will be effective from January 1 2008. 

FF Organisational changes 

The Plenary accepted unanimously a number of FFSC 
proposals on competition organisation. 

The ones in the general rules volume ABR are: 

a) To remove the sentence in B.7.4 that specifies the flying 
order in championships to be F1A F1B F1C. This means 
that organisers will be free to choose an order which suits 
them best (to be defined in advance in a bulletin) and 
CIAM could also cycle between different orders in 
different years - so that F1A is not always the first to fly 
with least practice time or F1C not always held back to 
the end. 

b) To amend the starting line procedures so that instead of 
always moving 3 places between rounds "The number of 
starting positions to be moved is given by the number of 
starting poles divided by the number of official flights, 
rounded up to next whole number above."  This means 
that all teams will move at least the length of the line 
during the competition. 

c) To add to B.8.1 a requirement "During the rounds test 
flying is not allowed near the starting line or upwind of 
the starting line. The Organiser shall specify an area to be 
used for test flying during the rounds." 

d) To add to B.8.1 F1E definition a clarification of starting 
line procedures by adding the last 5 words in: "The 
timekeepers have to remain behind the starting line 
whereas the competitor can launch his model in any 
position on the slope between the parallel lines and below 
the starting line." 

e) A clarification that stickers are not required on indoor 
models. The FFSC had also proposed that outdoor models 
would not need stickers, but the meeting felt uneasy about 
this, particularly since the new style of stickers also 
include entry of the competitor's name - the other existing 
required markings are for national number but not the 
more readily identifiable name of the competitor. 

In the free flight volume F1, 3.1.7, 3.2.7 and 3.3.7 are modified 
to have the first sentence of the second paragraph replaced by 
"In the event of model aircraft recovery problems or to suit 
meteorological conditions the Jury may permit the maximum 
for a round to be changed." This makes it allowable to increase 
the maximum to take advantage of good weather, whereas the 
previous wording allowed changes only for "exceptional 
meteorological conditions" which carried an implication of bad 
weather. 

Thermal detection  

Great Britain had proposed to ban thermal detection devices. 

Trevor Grey explained one aspect of the proposal was to show 
that there were different ways to reduce performance other than 
changing model specifications. In addition it would remove the 
need to buy, carry around and set up large amounts of 
equipment.  

The discussion in the FFTM raised various points against: that 
there are alternative ways to detect thermals, for example a 
person standing upwind feeling the air; it would not mean that 
no models would fly in thermals and so the size of field 
required would be the same; the weather is an essential element 
of free flight.  

The voting in the FFTM was 3 in favour, 11 against and 
similarly the Plenary rejected the proposal with voting 3 in 
favour, 12 against. 

Closed loop controls 

Russia proposed to remove from the ban on closed loop control 
systems from the free flight definition. The FFTM 
unanimously rejected the idea. The Russian representatives at 
the Plenary meeting were spacemodellers rather than 
aeromodellers and were not authorised to withdraw any of their 
country's FF proposals. Removing the closed loop ban was thus 
put to the vote of the Plenary and was rejected unanimously - 
the Russian delegate not even voting to support the national 
proposal. 

Model performance 

Russia had proposed to reduce F1A line length to 40m, change 
F1B to 25g motors and 205g airframe, and to reduce motor run 
to 4 seconds. These proposals had been made last year and 
consideration deferred to this year. 

Victor Stamov said that he favoured 40m lines but only in 
conjunction with a reduced maximum. Klaus Salzer said that 
models would be harder to fly on short lines, but Ivan Horejsi 
disagreed and said that he had experience of national events 
with shorter lines and they were quite manageable. Some 
queried how much performance reduction would result from 
the 10m reduction of line length, given that the bunt would 
reach just as high as from 50m. Furthermore, models would 
still be put into thermals and would then fly the same as at 
present. 

Anselmo said that he knew of no F1B flyers who wanted a 
motor reduction to 25g. On the other hand a lot of people 
would like the 5g extra mass which was proposed! This would 
be useful for such things as extra servos in electronic models. 
This even prompted the thought that a much reduced mass as a 
maximum limit could be a way to reduce performance (but 
seriously it does suggest that any significant increase of 
minimum weight above the current rules could fail to reduce 
performance as much as had been expected if it is used to add 
function complexity to the model). 
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The reduction of F1C run was also universally disliked, it 
being considered that reducing below 5 seconds would further 
expand the importance of inaccuracies in timing the motor run. 

The proposals were rejected by the FFTM with Italy voting in 
favour and everyone else against. When voted on in the 
Plenary each change was rejected with about 25 against and 
again the same one vote in favour.  

Further discussions of model performance took place with the 
general agreement that a longer-term objective needs to be 
discussed and proposed in future, for example for the next rule 
change cycle in two years time. With hindsight it could be said 
that CIAM should have acted quickly to ban such advances as 
geared motors and folding models before they became 
prevalent.  

One item discussed was reducing power model performance by 
limiting engine intake area, as used in CIAM classes outside 
free flight. Victor Stamov suggested that tests could be made to 

assess the amount of restriction. It would also need to be 
studied how much it might bring a need to replace motors to 
suit the new condition. It was suggested that if a large enough 
power limitation was imposed to slow down the climb, it might 
even be possible to increase motor run from 5 to 7 seconds. 

F1J and F1P 

Proposals from the FFSC to reduce the run of F1J from 7 to 5 
seconds and for F1P from 10 to 7 seconds were both passed.  

A common view was that short runs are undesirable but were 
passed as the only restriction on the agenda. Like F1C, other 
limits on F1J should be considered. It was pointed out that F1J 
would still have a very high performance even on 5 seconds, 
Bernard Boutillier suggested that a future change could be to 
limit the class to straight fuel. 

F1P is in a rather different position in that at the 2006 World 
Championships the only person really using the full 10 seconds 
was the winner Cody Secor. Other flyers tended to stop the 
motor early, at about 7 seconds, and when they did 
inadvertently make a longer run they demonstrated that they 
had inconsistent trim and lost height at the end of the run. Thus 
reducing the run to 7 seconds will not really reduce 
performance by much except by bringing flyers on to a more 
level balance. One view against the change was that the 
perception would be that a model with a long run would be 
more manageable, whereas a class that allowed only 7 seconds 
must be a high performance critical sort of power model. 

In the meeting it had been discussed for application to the 
European Junior championships this year. The FFTM agreed to 
this but it was not formally confirmed by the Plenary meeting. 

Germany had proposed a minimum propeller diameter of 
180mm for F1P. This was intended to reduce performance so 
that it could be more easily handled by juniors. There was no 
back up information available on how much it would reduce 
power nor how well current motors would run at these low 
speeds. The proposal was rejected unanimously by the FFTM 
and Germany withdrew it from the Plenary meeting. 

F1P and World Cup 

Germany proposed to add F1P-Junior to the list of World Cup 
classes. In addition they proposed to allow F1P models to be 
flown together with F1C models in F1C events for the F1C 
World Cup. Both these parts of the proposal were accepted 
unanimously by both FFTM and Plenary, with a clarified 
wording. The combination with F1C adds the following 
wording to World Cup paragraph 1: 

In F1C events, F1P models can be flown to the F1P class 
rules alongside the F1C models and included in the F1C 
World Cup (and also for F1P Junior for junior flyers). 

The intention is that F1P can be flown alongside F1C in any 
international event. This includes seniors flying F1P, extending 
from the current common usage of the models only by juniors. 
It is not anticipating that F1P models would threaten F1C 
performance but it could serve to attract new power flyers, as 
well as giving more events in which F1P may be flown. 
Currently Juniors have little opportunity to fly the models in 
competitions outside championships. 

F1Q 

FFSC proposed extending the F1Q electric model rules to 
include the same allowance of radio DT and motor stop as 
appears in F1C rules. This was agreed unanimously, with the 
clarification to "… motor stop and/or dethermalisation" to 
emphasise that it can be used for one or the other or both 
functions. 

There was also some side discussion of the F1Q rules, splitting 
down the usual lines of USA and UK liking the existing open 
rules, while Hungary and Czech Republic prefer a model with 
more power limitations and with more clear limits to build 
against. 

Indoor steering 

Great Britain had proposed an extension to the current indoor 
rules to allow a proxy to steer for a competitor with poor 
binocular vision as well as for poor eyesight. The FFTM 
modified the wording so that it retained the existing wording 
about physically handicapped people. This was accepted by the 
FFTM and the Plenary with the wording of 3.4.7.e now to be: 

The decision to steer is the responsibility of the competitor and 

must be done by him. A physically handicapped competitor must 

arrange for a substitute with the contest officials. In the case of 

poor sight, a medical doctor's affidavit certifying that the 

competitor's corrected vision is inadequate can be submitted under 

the following conditions: 

a) The better eye's vision is no less than 6/12 (metres)       or 

b) The results of a binocular vision test show that the competitor's 

binocular vision is either medium or non-existent 

Submission of this affidavit to the contest organiser or event 

director will permit the competitor to appoint a substitute steerer. 

World Cup 

For 2007 the Space Modelling World Cup has incorporated a 
variation of the number of contests according to the time zones 
in each country. All countries which extend over three or more 
time zones may organise two competitions per time zone. The 
better score per time zone counts. With three events counting 
to the World Cup and no limit on how many from each 
country, the World Cup may be won be someone flying in 
three different time zones in a single country. This contrasts 
with the free flight rules which limit countries outside Europe 
to two events per country and so a flyer needs to compete in at 
least two countries to win the World Cup.  

The Bureau had raised the possibility of applying the space 
model rule also to the model aircraft World Cups, finally 
agreeing to have each subcommittee review the matter for their 
discipline. 

Awards 

The Plenary voted on the award of CIAM medals and diploma. 
Two Romanian F1E flyers were involved: Daniel Petcu was 
awarded the Antonov Diploma without any opposing 
candidates. Marian Popescu was one of three nominees for the 
Alphonse Penaud Diploma, but lost out in the second round of 
voting to Pavel Fencl (CZE). 

Trophies and medals 

As usual there was a presentation of medals to the winners and 
diploma to the top three places in each World Cup event. This 
was intended to be speeded up by reading out the names and 
presenting the awards physically only to those flyers actually 
present (i.e. not having the delegates file up to receive medals 
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on behalf of their national flyers). However, other factors from 
the central organisation, such as not having the medals ready, 
served to dislocate the proceedings. Ivan Kolic was the only 
free flight winner present, for his diploma for second in F1B. 

In addition CIAM medals were presented to the individual and 
team winners of at the 2006 F1E European Championships, the 
CIAM medals not having been in use at the time of that 
Championships. Marian Popescu and Pierre Chaussebourg 
received their first and third place individual medals and 
Claudio Bognolo collected his medal for Italy team place. 

CIAM Bureau 

Sandy Pimenoff confirmed his plan to step down from being 
President next year, having been re-elected this year.  The key 
elections were for the three vice president positions. In 
previous years these had been nominated and elected 
independently, with people selecting between nominations for 
each of the three positions separately. This year nominations 
were taken for all three positions together. This list was then 
used for selection the 1st VP, each nominee was asked if they 
accepted nomination for the position, the vote held and then for 
2nd then 3rd VP from the remaining nominees. The 1st VP, 
Dave Brown (USA) was re-elected winning a final vote over   
the Bob Skinner (South Africa, also chairman of the RC 
aerobatics subcommittee). The vote for 2nd VP was between 
the incumbent Gerhard Wobbeking (Germany) and Bob 
Skinner. Bob won by a margin of one vote (17 to 16). The vote 
for 3rd VP was between Gerhard Wobbeking and the current 
3rd VP Andras Ree (Hungary). Gerhard won this, with the 
margin again being just one vote. Thus the Bureau lost another 
free flight person, after many years service by Andras. 

I continue as chairman of the Free Flight Subcommittee. 

Hartmut Siegmann was assigned the task of organising the 
CIAM web site, taking over from me just at a time when the 
FAI has finally updated the format of the main CIAM page. 
This finally includes a link to free flight and once that has been 
activated I will be populating the contents under that link. 

Next meetings 

The 2008 Plenary meeting will be at Lausanne at the end of 
Easter week, that is March 28 and 29 and  preceded by a 
Bureau meeting on March  27. The December 2007 Bureau 
meeting will be in Lausanne on November 30 and December 1. 

Championships 

The Plenary meeting last year had awarded the 2008 Junior 
World Championships to Poland. Since then there has been a 
change of the national organisation in Poland - Pawel 
Wlodarczyk, who had been a driving force in setting up Junior 
FF championships, is no longer involved - and the new body 
declined to run this 2008 championships, preferring instead to 
concentrate on the Scale World Champs which had also been 
awarded to Poland. Ukraine offered to fill the void and this 
offer was accepted by the Plenary meeting. 

The 2009 Championships were awarded at this meeting and, 
like last year, required elections between multiple bids from 
central or eastern European countries.  

World Championships F1A F1B F1C: Bids were from Bulgaria 
(at Plovdiv, where the 1975 World Champs was held and 
where the 2008 European Championships will be held), Serbia, 
Croatia and Slovenia. Slovenia were not present and had not 
provided information to delegates and so were eliminated. 
Bulgaria and Serbia had described their bid to the FFTM and 
distributed brochures with the details. By contrast Croatia had 
not attended FFTM and did not hand out any information, 
relying instead on a Powerpoint presentation to the Plenary. 
The meeting was obviously most affected by the visual 
material and won the vote by a clear margin - Croatia getting 
24 votes. Without any written information, all I can tell you is 
from my notes taken at the time: The location is Bjelopolje, 

100km from the Adriatic coast; the field is 5x3 km and has 
been used for the Villim Kmoch Memorial World Cup event 
for the last three years. There appeared to be a considerable 
forest in the background of one view, but on questioning these 
were dismissed as not relevant… The planned dates are July 19 
to 26th, entry fee €220 for competitor, €150 for team 
managers, banquet €40, accommodation bed and breakfast €20 
to 25 per person per night, with the alternative of camping on 
the field. 

World Championship F1E Senior and Junior. The bids for this 
event were from Romania with the regular Turda site (venue 
for the 2007 World Champs) and Germany with the 
Wasserkuppe which will be the venue for the 2008 European 
Championships. Germany was selected by a majority, 
receiving 19 votes. The event will be in September, after crops 
on some of the slopes have been harvested. Gerhard 
Wobbeking reported that alternative slopes had been identified 
in the area so that all wind directions can be covered.  

Junior European Championships F1A F1B F1P. There were 
bids from Serbia, Ukraine, Bulgaria and Romania. Bulgaria 
and Serbia offers were similar to their failed bids for the 2009 
World Championships, Ukraine was for another event at 
Odesa. Serbia and Bulgaria read out the information from their 
handouts, while Romania and Ukraine emphasised the key 
points of their offers. The initial vote did not give any country 
a majority, so there was a second round of voting between the 
best supported countries - Romania and Serbia. Romania was 
successful in this vote. Despite already having the 2006 Euro 
Champs, the 2007 World Champs and the 2008 Junior World 
Champs, Ukraine were upset at the rejection of their bid (didn't 
seem to consider it might be because 3 events in any one place 

is quite enough…) 

The key feature that Romania had identified in their bid was 
the location - Salonta, which is the extreme west of the 
country, reducing driving distance from central Europe and 
being easily accessible by air via Budapest. The field is grass 
4km square 4km from the city of Salonta. The schedule is: 

July 26 arrival, registration 
July 27 model registration, practice, opening ceremony 
July 28 F1A contest 
July 29 F1B contest 
July 30 F1P contest 
July 31 reserve day, trip, prize giving, banquet 
Aug 1 Salonta World Cup event F1A 
Aug 2 Salonta World Cup event F1B, F1C, F1P 

Entry fee €250, banquet €30 adults or €25 juniors. 
Accommodation in local hotels, maximum cost quoted as €40 
per person per day for accommodation and food. 

European Indoor Championships F1D Senior and Junior. The 
only bid for this event was from Serbia, the same site as will be 
used for the 2008 World Champs. The offer was accepted. 
Entry fees were proposed as €300 seniors, €250 juniors. 
Accommodation and food will cost €50 per day, banquet €30 
seniors, €25 juniors. The event was described as being held in 
the last week of August 2009, but the schedule quoted only 
days of the week: 

Monday arrival and registration 
Tuesday training 
Wednesday flights 1 and 2 
Thursday flights 3 and 4 
Friday flights 5 and 6, prize giving, banquet 
Saturday departure 

E-BOX, F1Q BY JOHN OLDENKAMP 
This plans is reproduced from NFFS Digest, who in turn had 

taken in from the Orbiteer's El Torbellino newsletter - our 

thanks to all of them 
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THOUGHTS ON THE NEW OPEN RUBBER 
RULES 
By Andrew Crisp 

I’m afraid I was unable to be at the BMFA Free Flight Forum 

when Phil Ball presented his paper on the new open rubber 

rules. However, I have had independent thoughts, if you like, 

on the matter, which may be of interest. 

Here are some possibilities which show various ways in which 

the new 50 gram rubber allowance might be used. 

a) Fly F1B, even on 30 gm! You now have the opportunity to 

fly in many more contests where your model will be more than 

competitive. F1Bs are very developed, perhaps with the highest 

performance potential, per weight of rubber, of all rubber 

model types, and what is more, can be purchased from the 

highest quality suppliers, if you so desire. Compared to other 

approaches which may come about, modern Wakefields are 

strong, glide well and have good longitudinal stability due to 

short motor length. 

b) Choose a design from the last two years of the 50s, i.e. the 

Classic period, and when the Wake rubber weight went from 

80 gm to 50 gm. It could serve as a dual purpose model, flying 

open rubber and classic events. I am thinking of something like 

Jack North’s “North Star”, Lew Roberts’ “Pandora”, George 

Reich’s “Ohio”, or, if you are into moulded oval-sectioned 

fuselages, Bnd Baker’s “Woomera” – the 1958 Cranfield Wake 

winner. 

c) In recent years F1Gs have shown great performance by 

being as large as possible and still keeping to 70 gm airframe 

with 10 gm rubber. Obviously we are talking about calm 

weather here, but my 260 sq in Coupe can survive modest 

turbulence, and still gets away quite smartly. 

I’m sure that 50 gm would fly a 400 sq in job, especially if 

fuselage drag was kept to a minimum – rolled tube front, CF 

rod rear, with hi-tech structure covered in mylar a 100 gm 

airframe might be possible. This would not be an approach for 

the rough and tumble of “rounds”, but should give astounding 

fly-offs in the lightest lift. 

d) A small,.traditionally proportioned model, designed for 

strength, ease of handling and a high climb. It used to be said 

that the ideal rubber to airframe weight should be 2:1. If you 

think about it, it really only works with 6 oz rubber and a 3 oz 

airframe. Indeed, this was the thinking behind Joe Foster’s 

1953 Wake winner. Remember, the fuselage carried gears as 

well! Two oz of rubber and a 1 oz ‘frame just won’t work, not 

with structure as we know it. A 1:1 ratio was a more realistic 

aim for open rubber designers (and for pre-54 Wakefields). 

Even this would be difficult to apply with 50 gm of  rubber. 

Using ‘old style’ CdH proportions, say, 36” span, 36” long, it 

might be possible to get the airframe down to 60 gm, i.e. not 

far off 1:1. The 50 gm motor could be arranged in 8 strands of 

¼” (or equivalent) approximately 39” long. The prop could be 

in the region of 18”x24”. This should give a motor run of 

around a minute and a high climb with a flight potential of over 

4 minutes. 

The major problem could be visibility, if not in the rounds, but 

in the inevitable flyoffs, which I think could be less populated 

in the coming season. Visibility could be helped by a sensible 

colour scheme – day glow, black, etc, and in the use of a trusty 

timekeeper! 

So there you have it – four approaches as yet unproven in 

competitions, although I have, or have had, models to the 

quoted possibilities. A season’s events should show the way to 

go, and I have a feeling that open rubber comps might be a 

little more open in the future! 

BEAR CUP, PORI, FINLAND, MARCH 3 

From comments by Tapio Linkosalo.  Flown on the frozen lake 
Pyhäjärvi in Finland. 

The morning dawned warm, temperature slightly above 
freezing, but rather heavy fog, together with winds of 4 to 5 
m/s prevented the start of flying at scheduled time. All the day, 
it was getting clearer, and wind was calming down, so that the 
last round or two was flown in sunshine under clear blue skies. 
The last two rounds also saw some thermals and 
downdraughts. 

In the fly-off, the weather was almost calm and there was very 
little thermal activity. Glider fliers started aiming at 5 minutes, 
and 4 fliers did that (of them, at least two by a margin of just a 
few seconds). Then F1C with their unlimited fly-off, and 
finally F1B with a max of 7 minutes. By six o'clock the sun set, 
so the deciding glider flyoff was flown on Sunday morning, 
still in light winds. 

There was also an unfortunate incident, when a separate fly-off 
for junior gliders was announced. Luckily the guys from 
Estonia and Latvija missed this information and flew their fly-
offs with the rest of the glider fliers, but the two Finnish juniors 
made a fly-off of their own, and those results cannot be 
counted in. 

The F1A-15 is a national class for juniors with maximum age 
of 15 years, and models where bunt is not allowed. 

F1A   56 flew  25 full scores 

1 J Heikkinen FIN 900 +300 +383 

2 A Kordemets EST 900 +300 +299 

3 A Persson SWE 900 +300 +286 

4 M Holmbom SWE 900 +300 +262 

5 J Valo FIN 900 +291 

6 V Varuskivi FIN 900 +281 

7 K Henrikson FIN 900 +279 

8 N Anishinov RUS 900 +278 

9 J Carter GBR 900 +272 

10 J Laaksonen FIN 900 +270 

11 T Pajunen FIN 900 +260 

12 J Zarins (J) LAT 900 +251 

13 H Tahkapaa FIN 900 +249 

14 B Nyhegn DEN 900 +247 

15 P Ronkanen FIN 900 +226 

16 J Juslin FIN 900 +209 

17 J Kuningas FIN 900 +202 

F1A-Junior   11 flew  4 full scores 

1 J Zarins LAT 900 +251 

2 M Meisalu EST 900 +188 

3 T Taponen FIN 900 

3 J Lehtovirta FIN 900 

F1B   19 flew  8 full scores 

1 M Woolner GBR 900 +323 

2 J Isotalo FIN 900 +286 

3 O Fedorov RUS 900 +285 

4 R Peers GBR 900 +280 

5 Y Waltonen FIN 900 +279 

6 T Linkosalo FIN 900 +263 

7 P Saari FIN 900 +227 

8 V Rosonoks LAT 900 +195 

F1B-Junior   3 flew 
1 T Kiiskinen (J) FIN 825 

2 T Mackus (J) LTU 732 

F1C   5 flew 

1 T Niiranen FIN 900 +375 

2 M Voits LAT 900 +339 

3 J Roots EST 898 

F1A15    4 flew 
1 Tammi Henrik FIN 895 

2 Tarmoranta Jani FIN 874 
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HOLIDAY ON ICE, Gjovik, Norway, Mar 17-18 
Tor Bortne reports that the 2007 Holiday on Ice 2007 was 
cancelled. No flying was possible on Saturday because of 
strong winds (more than 14 m/sec) and slippery surface on the 
ice. During the night and early morning there was 7-8 cm of 
wet snow. The surface was extremely slippery. Ordinary spikes 
where unusable, the snow packed below the soles. For safety 
reasons we had to cancel the competition.  

PHILIPPE LEPAGE, Viabon, France,  Feb 24 

F1B   21 flew 
1 M Woolner GBR 930 +303 
2 I Kolic SRB 930 +300 
3 M Woodhouse GBR 842 7 B Marquois FRA 727 
4 A Zeri NED 785 8 B Marquois FRA 711 
5 S Tedeschi FRA 747 9 G Marquois FRA 620 
6 G Brinks NED 740 10 K Salzer AUT 596 

F1B-Junior   2 flew 
1 P Coutineau (J) FRA 137 

BMFA 1ST AREA CENTRALISED, MARCH 4 

Combined Power –White Cup  6 flew 
1 T Payne Biggles 4:02 

2 S Dixon Birmingham 3:07 

3= S Barnes Morley 2:30 

3= D Limbert Morley 2:30 

5 M Sibson Grantham 2:18 

6 F Rushby Cleemac 1:13 

F1G Rubber  2 flew 
1 T Grey MFFG 4:18 

2 G Stringer East Grinstead 2:54 

F1A Glider - K&MAA Cup - Plugge  15 flew 
1 D Oldfield Vikings 10:34 

2 C Foster Morley 6:31 

3 M Howick Vikings 5:56 

4 D Brawn Biggles 5:38 

5 S Darmon Birmingham 4:55 

6 G Beal Morley 3:28 

Vintage - Plugge   18 flew 
1 C.Strachan Biggles 7:30 +2:53 

2 R Wykes Timperley 6:54 

3 P Ball Grantham 6:49 

4 J Godden Morley 6:05 

5 D Beales Croydon 6:04 

6 S Willis Croydon 5:22 

HLG/CLG  7 flew 
1 W College Birmingham 3:52 

2 P Ball Grantham 3:21 

3 S Willis Croydon 3:17 

4 M Cook MFFG 2:56 

5 A Hewitt Nottingham 1:36 

6 C Strachan Biggles 1:25 

CLOUD TRAMP POSTAL CONTEST 2006 

From Jim Moseley (had been received a little while ago…) 

Thank you all, for your support and participation.  In particular 
I’m happy to see young people enjoying themselves - not only 
flying but doing so in a spirit of competition. 

Once again we have a similar number of flyers to those of past 
years .. some are missing from this years’ results,  other new 
names are most welcome and six countries are represented - 
from which we have to congratulate Alex Leao who brought 
Brazil in to a resounding debut - great scores, Alex!  Nice to 
have two lady flyers, too. 

Anecdotes are fewer on this occasion - a majority submitted 
their scores with but cursory comments upon their experiences 
- our Norwegian friends tell us that they were handicapped by 
wet, windy weather through most of the contest period, which 

reduced the number of flyers and curtailed many of the 
expected scores. though they are still well featured in the list. 

Sympathies are extended to both Jean Sayer and Bob Clemens, 
whose Cloud Tramps departed for unknown  destinations 
before they could complete their five flights, and so have to be 
shown as  ‘Supporters’  as their returns cannot be ‘scored’ in 
the same manner as all others - better luck next year!.  

I have posted the entries and scores to the CT event within the  
15th WorldWide Postal, which closes March 31st 2007.  
However, as you did not specifically enter the WWP as such, 
should you feel that you could better the scores posted here 
then please feel free to fly your CT’s again before that date, 
and I’ll happily substitute and update the results in that contest.   

I look forward to running this fun event this year   (August 4 to 
September 30) -  do try to  talk someone else into building and 
flying a Cloud Tramp  (or even to fly yours  -no BOM rule, 
remember).  242 people took part in the MIMLOCT this year .. 
I find it hard to believe that so many are content to merely 
make one flight a year with their CT and your encouragement 
could assist in bringing a memorable outcome to this little 
competition.    32 flew 

1 A Leao BR *186 127 116 81 *80 324 
2 J Pengilley USA 112 102 *747 85 *67 299 
3 L Sayer CAN 88 120 90 *344 *26 298 
4 M Myers USA *38 53 *144 116 92 261 
5 P T Skjulstad NOR 75 *24 55* 92 83 250 
6 O Torgesen NOR 71 *70 *102 93 85 249 
7 S Gronsas NOR 76 52* 75 *92 85 236 
8 J Moseley CAN *120 *45 105 70 53 228 
9 D Butman USA 85 68 *87 *50 62 215 

WEIGHING RUBBER 

From Don Thomson 

Mark Croomes' note about electronic scales reminded me of 
my experience a few years ago when starting to use electronic 
scales (My Weigh MX200) to weigh rubber motors. 

Checking the repeatability with successive measurements of 
the same motor gave very erratic results (+/- 0.5g on 10 g). The 
cause was an electrostatic charge on the rubber affecting the 
scales, generated by friction when handling the rubber. The 
solution was to cover my balsa weighing pan completely in 
aluminium kitchen foil and earth it with a wet finger each 
weighing. Full repeatability resulted. 

I am sure this must be a common experience, but I do not recall 
seeing a mention previously. 

CARDINGTON 

From Laurie Barr:  I am pleased to tell you that we have the 
full use of Cardington for 2007, as the full refurbishment will 
not start until 2008 at the earliest. The other news is that the 
landlord wants to take down all the nets and the  canopy, to 
make a survey of the roof. The nets will go back eventually, 
but I will try to make sure they will be stretched tighter, and 
also that the canopy is fitted at the back, as tight as possible to 
the roof. This means we can have the use of the whole hanger!.  

BIGGLES AT THE NATIONALS 

Biggles FF Team invite competitors and visitors to the British 
Free Flight Nationals to join them at their Dinner and Quiz 
Night on Sunday 27 May from 20.00 onwards being held at 
'The Ermine Way' Ancaster. 21.00 Traditional Sunday Roast 
dinner (choice of beef or chicken) followed by pineapple 
crumble with custard, or treacle sponge with custard. 21.45 
Biggles 'Free Flight Weights and Measures' Quiz. Then late bar 
to allow plenty of time for weighty discussions. Although a 
bigger venue than 2006 booking is essential to 
david.brawn@ntlworld.com Tickets £10 each to be collected 
and paid for at the Nationals. Overseas competitors and visitors 
especially welcome. 
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UK COMPETITION NEWS 
VINTAGE, PANNETT & KAY MEETING will be at Church 
Fenton on 9th April.  Security list and CD Joe Northrop 0113 
2581292. BOM rule in force i.e. flyer must be builder of the 
model for all classes.   

Vintage: BMFA 2007 rules, Rubber - max 100g motors, 
Power – max engine run of 18 sec,  Glider-  max line  100m. 

Pannett: BMFA and SLOP comb BMFA power, max runs: 
5 sec for models fitted with bunt mechanism 

7 sec for models fitted with auto surfaces (but no bunt) 

10 sec if no moving surfaces fitted ( Engine may be up to 
10cc, pb or bb, suction or pressure fed, stopped by brake, 

flood off or fuel shut off  or combination of all three ). 

SLOP  As for 2006 run 10 sec glow or 12 sec diesel. 

Kay: BMFA glider- models fitted with bunt and/or circle 
tow system 50m line, models fitted with straight tow only 75m. 

BRUMFLY 2007 will be held at Barkston on Sunday, July 1 
start 9.00am. Events will be: 

To 2007 BMFA specs:-  BMFA Glider, BMFA Rubber, SLOP, 
MV - 3 flights, max as appropriate;  F1J/BMFA ½A, F1H,  
F1G - 5 x 2:00. 
The following events will also be held: 

Open Power -  all types 7 sec run, max as appropriate. 
Combined HLG and CLG - both types 7x 1:00. 
Open rubber champagne flyoff - unlimited model/rubber, 
single unlimited flight. The BOM applies to this event 
only, which will have its own slot at flyoff time. 

No rounds, but all flights to be made upwind of a line. 
Towlines and rubber motors may be processed. Contact S. 
Darmon 024 76678520. 

BIGGLES LEAGUES 2007 

From Brian Lavis 

The leagues continue for the seventh year in the same format as 
before. The only change in rules follows BMFA in that BOM 
no longer applies. The competitions, as far as I know them are: 
Northern, London, Spring (F1H only), Nats, Oxford (F1H), 
Scottish, Brumfly, Summer, Tynemouth (F1H) & Southern 

Points scored: 9, 6, 4, 3, 2, 1 - losing the 9 if less than 6 fliers 
& then from lowest value for fewer entries. 

LULU 2007 International Postal Competition 
From Jane Howick. 

I would like to bring the fun of Lulu flying to a greater number 
of participants. Although a basic model in concept it’s not 
without its challenges to fly consistently - witness just 20 
maxes out of 100 flights in the 2006 Postal. Why not build one 
as an antidote to the necessary concentration of effort needed 

for today’s FAI classes. Also its an excellent introduction to 
model flying for a younger member of the family or to a radio 
flyer who may not know or has forgotten the thrill of free flight 
- last year seven radio flyers participated in the Postal and all 
freely admitted to having a great fun day. 

A full size plan is available from Phil Smith, 32 Verwood 
Crescent, Southbourne, Bournemouth, Dorset, BH6 4JE. Tel. 
01202 433431. or download a plan at www.theplanpage.com 
and click on special things”  or contact myself Jane Howick 
and I will make sure you get a plan - so no excuses not to get 
started. Entry is free to the Lulu 2007 International Postal 
Competition. 

April 1st - October 31st 2007. 

Rules 

Models must be John Barker’s 50” Lulu, Nexus plan G338 or 
the 30” Lulu baby, or any scaled down version of 50” Lulu. I 
can supply 1/4 scale plan and/or a superimposed plan on A4 
sheets. 

Permitted alterations - auto rudder, dethermaliser, towhook 
repositioned or adjustable, strengthening of mainspar, mylar or 
plastic covering (if you must). 

Help sheet of notes on above available.  

Towline 

Length 50 metres (164ft) or bungee of 50 metres containing an 
elastic element 12 metres (39.5ft.), also to aid those who may 
be doubling up, a towline of 100 metres may be used (as in the 
majority of vintage comps. nowadays) but all flight scores 
must be reduced by 1/2 half (50 %). 

Flights 

3x 90 seconds (or 3x 180 on l00m. line). If 3 maxes are scored 
make a further flyoff flight of unlimited duration. The first 3 
flights must be made on the same day and may be doubled up 
from another competition. The flyoff flight may be made at a 
later date. Two attempts per flight an attempt is a flight of 
20sec or less or a non-scoring attempt (i.e a tow in - model still 
attached to line). Flights must be nominated to a timekeeper 
beforehand. One entry per person only. No builder of the 
model applies. More than one person can use the same model 
or indeed a whole family. Lone fliers can self launch and time. 

Prizes 
A guaranteed 1st prize of £75 pounds and prizes for 2nd and 
3rd and a prize for the hardest luck story! Donations accepted 
and acknowledged. 

Scoresheet 
The scoresheet is shown below, please copy for returning your 
scores. Send to:- Jane Howick, Knoll House, 69 The Street, 
Hindringham, Fakenham, Norfolk, NR2I OPR. or e-mail 
m.howick@btinternet.com Any anecdotes or photos welcome. 
I hope you will participate - and have fun and many satisfying 
flights. Please make sure entries received by Nov. 15th. 2007. 

Lulu 2007 Scoresheet 

Name .....................................................Date flown ................................................... Location ................................................  

Flight (1) ................................ secs. Actual ........................... secs. Address 

Flight (2) ................................ secs. Actual ........................... secs.  ..............................................................  

Flight (3) ................................ secs. Actual ........................... secs.  ..............................................................  

F/ Off ..................................... secs. Actual ........................... secs.  ..............................................................  

    ..............................................................  

Total  .....................................  

N.B. Actual flight time is time before reducing by one half if on 100m line.     Towline length used :-   50m. (…. )     100m. (….  ) 

 

Competitor’s signature -_______________________ 


