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June 10  

Near Sheffield 

BMFA 3rd F1E (Team Selection).F1E. 

Contact: Steve Philpott 0121 354 4448. 

June 10-11 
Port Meadow, 

Oxford 

Oxford FF Rally. See FFn 0611. June 10 
7pm: ‘Champagne flyoffs’ CdH, A1,  HLG 
/Cat comb. June 11 start 10am: CdH, A1, 
E30/P30/CO2 comb 5x2 in rounds.  Vint.R 
(34” max span), Vint.G (72” max span or 
A2), classic G 1951-60 (72” max span or 
A2), tailless R/G comb  3x2 no rounds. 
HLG/Cat comb 1 min max. No thermistors, 
streamers, poles, etc. No motor heaters. No 
power models. Insurance required. Contact: 

Andrew Crisp, tel 01865 553800. 

June 16 
Zrenjanin  

Serbia 

WC Djordje Zigic. F1A, F1B, F1C. World 
Cup.  Contact: Nikola Borovac, tel/ 

fax:+381 1161 9164    nborovac@eunet.yu 

June 16-17    

(Sat, Sun)  

Cardington 

BMFA Indoor 3rd F1D trials & LRS, LPP. 

See FFn 0705. Contact Mark Benns 

mark.benns@ntlworld.com 

June 17 

Area Venues 

BMFA 4th Area.  C/P Team (Keil/Plugge), 
F1B (Gutteridge), F1H (Plugge), Mini 

vintage, Classic glider.   

June 21-24 
Odesa 

Ukraine 

Black Sea Cup. F1A,F1B,F1C World Cup.  
V Stamov, tel: +380 44 402 79 32, fax: 

+380 44 496 07 40,  f1a@voliacable.com 

June 23-24 

Salisbury Plain 

BMFA FF Trimming. Essential to contact 
Bernard Aslett to pay fees and get on Army 
security list, see FFn 0702. Call Peter Tribe 
on 01225 862748 on Friday to check 

availability before travelling. 

June 24-July 1 

Odesa, Ukraine 
World Championships. F1A, F1B, F1C.  .  

June 23-24  

Newbigging 

Scottish  Nationals. Saturday: F1A, F1B  2 
flts 1000-1330, then scheduled  rounds for 
flights 3, 4, 5. Open Vintage 1000 – 17:30. 
Sunday:  all 1000-1700  Comb G, Comb R, 
Comb P; F1G, F1H,  1/2A/F1J. See FFn 
0703. Contact: Jim Arnott tel 01383  

510279   arnott.downside@btinternet.com 

June 29-30  

Cardington 

BMFA Indoor 4th F1D trials & F1L, N0-

Cal, 35cm. See June 16-17 contact 

June 30-July 1 

Salisbury Plain 

BMFA FF Trimming. See entry for June 

23-24. 

July 1 

Barkston Heath 

Brumfly. See FFn 0704. BMFA: G, R, 
SLOP, MV, F1J/BMFA ½A, F1H, F1G. 
Also O/P 7sec run, comb HLG+ CLG, O/R 
champagne flyoff (unlimited model/rubber 
BOM). Start 9.00am No rounds, all flts  

upwind of a line. S. Darmon 024 76678520 

July 1  

Near Sheffield 

BMFA 4th F1E (Team Selection). F1E. 

Contact: Steve Philpott 0121 354 4448. 

July 1 (Sun)  

Cardington 

BMFA Indoor F1D, F1M, LPP, possible 

reserve day for trials. See June 16-17. 

July 6-9 
Kyiv  

Ukraine 

Antonov Cup. F1A, F1B, F1C, F1G, F1H, 
F1J. World Cup.  Sergiy Skalko, tel/fax: 

+380 44 496 0740 info@aviamodel.org.ua,  

July 7-8 
Woodbury 

Common Devon 

Devon & Cornwall Rally. See FFn 0703. 
Sat 7th all 3 flts: Classic/Nost G, R, P, mini 
vint, comb F1J-½A/Brit P.  Sun 8th BMFA 
Open Vint G/R/P (2 flts only), other events 
3 flts: BMFA O/R, BMFA O/G, SLOP.  

BoM applies. Ron Marking  01209 213254 

July 15 

Barkston Heath 

Grantham Grand Prix. See FFn 0701. Phil 

Ball 01332 665361 phil.ball@ntlworld.com 
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THE BRITISH TEAMS FOR ODESSA 

By Michael Warren.   With our thanks to the members of 
the 2007 British teams for their contributions and out 
best wishes for success in Odessa. 

First, some thoughts on F1A from Chris Edge: I’m very proud 
to be representing my country again (the fifth time in 34 years 
of flying) and to be part of a group of individuals who I know 

will work extremely well together, a true team. 

I will take five models to Odessa that all use Multiclass timers 
and batteries, Becker servos, Stamov hooks and 3-position 
wigglers (except one with servo wiggler), various fuselage 
tubes, M&K joiners and all but one with Joe Maxwell ribs. All 
other parts have been constructed by me. I know better models 
can be bought but to me aeromodelling has always been about 

design and construction as well as flying and competition. 

Since my last team place in 2001 I have only built two new 

models but have worked on all of the others. The designs are 

not new and fall into three categories: 

Windy Weather Design: #44. Quarnstom sectioned wing, 
2100mm span. 

Medium/Thermal Design (‘Vertically Challenged’): #40, #42. 
Stamov CB44 mod. sectioned wing, 2200mm span.  

Calm/Flyoff Design (‘Skip Yogi’): #41, #43. Stamov CB44 
mod. sectioned wing, 2400mm span. 

All models have the same sized Wobbeking tails except #43 

which is a bit smaller.  

Recently I’ve re-covered all but #41 with a top surface of 
Icarex kite fabric and a bottom surface of Profilm Lite. This 
isn’t a light solution but I feel the launches in particular have 
benefited from this change and others claim a better glide 

performance. 

I use an orange coloured Dacron sheathed Spectra line but also 
have some other thinner options as well; all pennants are 
patterned with ancient hunting Macgregor tartan (what else?). 
Like the models, all ancillary equipment will be carefully 
checked and maintained, and this includes the infamous multi-
coloured tracksuit top which will be dry-cleaned especially for 

the occasion. 

I have done less flying that I would have liked but did a weeks 
training camp in conjunction with the MaxMen contest in 
February which flagged up areas to be worked on. Of these, the 

most significant was my mental approach to flying models. 

Two years ago I could have easily given up free flight. Nothing 
was going right in terms of results despite having well-trimmed 
models and I lost almost all confidence in my abilities. I also 

had other commitments that limited the time available for free 
flight. I flew a couple of contests in early 2006 and then ended 
up at the British Nats and won A2 and the overall glider 
contest – not really sure how to be honest. Then the Trials - 
what a deal! I won the first two events with renewed 
confidence and a couple of days afterwards realised that a team 
place was important to me again. At the MaxMen in 2007 lots 
of little things went wrong and the doubts crept in again. The 
key thing that has made the difference to where I am now, 
happy with models and techniques and looking forward to the 
contest with relish, is that I found the missing element – pride 
in my models. I re-covered a few wings and thought they 
looked nice again. So I did some more and re-sprayed some 
fuselages and suddenly I had a box of kit that made me feel so 
much better. I’ve subsequently done a few contests with a very 
positive approach and enjoyed them, even the Stonehenge Cup 
in a strange way. As I write this I’m looking forward to a good 
Nats with a few weeks afterwards to finish things off. OK, so I 
won’t have the best models dollars can buy but I will have 
confidence in what I have, which is better than having the best 

models and little confidence.  

My aim is to be in the mix at the last fly off with John and Bill. 
Litaty, maks, vyhravaty! 

John Carter is in the tricky situation of ‘sorting a move to my 
new, just-built house (built by me) but at the moment we’re 
short of bathrooms or kitchen so my priority is to sort the 
models out as and when I can find a spare moment.  The fleet 
is again all M and K, the same models as last year, and I think 
all is going well. I feel I’ve done a fair bit of flying during 
winter, plus a number of World Cup events, so I’m happy and 
looking forward to the trip. Mrs C is being very 
accommodating and tells me that after the 8th June I can forget 
the house (well, for a while!) and spend the next week and a bit 
on sorting last minute things for the Champs’. 

From Bill Colledge: As for Argentina in 2005 I will be taking 
four Yablonovski models with me to the World Champs in 
Ukraine. Three will be of 2.2 meters span and will be used for 

most of the flights. The plan of the model was published in 
January 2002 FFn. These models have proved very reliable, 

holding trim well and handling a wide variety of conditions. 

I will also take one longer Yablonovski model of 2.35 meters 
span for light wind with little thermal activity; the plan of this 
model was in FFn in the May 2005 issue. This model has better 
still air performance than the small model, launches well and 

can handle moderate thermal activity. 

The only modification I have made to these models since 2005 
is to increase the unlatch tension of the tow hook from about 
7kg to 9 kg. A premature unlatch in Argentina spoiled my 
chances of reaching the fly off. I will use rod type towline most 
of the time but I have couple of Spectra lines for calm 

conditions. 

I will be trying to get out flying as much as possible before the 
Champs. For me I find the more I fly the easier it becomes to 
make the right decisions, especially when conditions are 
difficult.  Last year at the European Championships on the 
same site the team did not have as much practice time as most 
would have liked due to fairly windy weather, but this year I 
am hoping for something better. 

Turning to FIB, Mike Woolner is again in the team and had 
kindly sent us the following tips for trimming and retrieving on 

the Black Sea coast: 

On the F1B front I’m still plugging away with my AK 
(Andriukov/Kulakovsky) models, which are going well, as 
long as they are hurled up into the right patch of air. This year 

I’m particularly looking forward to trimming and retrieving…. 

As a contestant last year, how could I stay away? The climate 
is balmy and breezy, a bit like Blighty. The flying site and its 

environs present a great opportunity for retrievers to hone their 
skills to the full. The local populace is driven by the idea that 
any model found is worth at least $1,000. Nearby flats where 
models can apparently land with ease and, of course, the oily 
blackness of the nearby maritime environment, all present 

themselves as interesting obstacles for the keen retriever.   

For me there is something satisfying about a good retrieve. For 
example, a typical trimming day last year ended with a typical 
retrieve. The day began quietly – with a 7.30 am early morning 
session - with John Cuthbert launching his new F1C folder. It 
screamed skyward to a tremendous height in impressive 
fashion, only to malfunction when the wings opened. But the 
potential was great. Stafford Screen then decided to make a 
short 30 second flight with one of his F1Cs. Fifteen minutes 
later, with the model out of sight, we deduced that there had 
been a DT failure. Downwind was the town and the coast, but 
at some distance. Could the model have landed on someone’s 

balcony? 

During the initial period of search we discovered the 
interesting fact that the side of a vehicle acts as an excellent 
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reflector for a receiver, producing a much stronger signal, if 
positioned squarely upwind. Once in the town, and as we drew 
closer to the cliffs on the coast, we knew the inevitable. With a 
good signal coming from the model, eagle-eyed John Carter 

spotted it out at sea, on the crest of a wave, about a mile away.  

The next challenge was to get a boat of some sort, and 
discussions ensued with the competition organisers to use a 
military vessel. That idea failed, and we looked at the prospect 
of using a dinghy we located on a local beach, but the thought 
of rowing out and back was quickly dismissed as foolhardy. 
What we needed was something more substantial, and we 
embarked on a tour of coastal beaches and resorts. By 10 am 
we heard that, further up the coast, a local fisherman was 
already out in the hope of catching something more lucrative 
than fish, and we made contact with him. He returned to the 
shore, about three miles north of John Carter’s sighting, and I 
was the lucky one to jump aboard, and direct him, with the 

receiver, towards what we hoped was the still floating model. 

The boat was just big enough for two, with a small outboard 
motor, and the fisherman and I used sign language to 
communicate. I deduced that he had limited fuel, as he kept 
gesticulating that we could not go too far. At first there was no 
signal, but as we got closer to the place the model went into the 
sea, and with John Carter estimating the drift, I eventually got a 
faint signal. It was surprising how far out the model had drifted 
– probably 3 miles. At around 11 am, I started getting a strong 
signal, and excitedly waved my arms to indicate we were very 
close, whereupon the fisherman promptly turned back towards 
the shore, pointing to the fuel tank. This was a blow, and we 
returned to the coast, to my surprise, about 6 miles south of 
where we had started. The fisherman had a house, right on the 
beach, ingeniously constructed as part of a village which 
entirely comprised of large containers, in a very homely and 
community orientated set up. I gathered that a friend of the 
fisherman was bringing petrol for another foray out to sea, and, 
with sign language, I was the lucky recipient of lunch with his 
family in a cosy environment. Unfortunately, the other Brits 
had no knowledge of my whereabouts. The battery in my 
walkie-talkie had long since run out. John Carter had seen that 
I must have been very close to the model, and could not 
understand why the boat had suddenly turned back. John 
Cuthbert was still at the original place where I had first 
boarded the boat, and similarly wondered why I had vanished. 

I had no means of contacting them. 

Meanwhile, time went by. The petrol had still not come. It was 
now 1.30 pm. With the sign language continuing, we went to 
wait by the road to meet the friend bringing the petrol. By 3 pm 
still nothing had happened. Eventually I managed to raise 

Brian Martin on a mobile phone, and by 3.30 pm a carload of 
Brits arrived. Coincidentally, the fisherman’s friend also 
arrived. I didn’t see any petrol. A discussion ensued as to the 
reward due if the model was retrieved, but owing to the size of 
the sum suggested, we declined, and paid a smaller amount for 
the trip thus far. The fisherman sulked and stomped off to his 
home. Bristling with replenished walkie-talkie, Biotrack, 
binoculars, and other technical equipment, I picked my way 
along the beach between the sunbathers, thinking of other 
possibilities. I decided to try the fisherman once more. 
Hopefully, with sign language, I could change his mind. I 
knocked on his door, and started to point out to sea, but he 
responded in perfect English: ‘I am very sorry, but I cannot 

help you any more. It is out of my hands’! 

As I walked disconsolately back along the beach I was 
approached by a tall and slightly forbidding guy who 
announced that he had a boat and perhaps he could help? He 
looked more like a night club bouncer than a sun worshiper, 
but I followed him up the beach to another motorised boat, 
slightly larger than the previous one, and capable of holding 
three people. I quickly deduced that he did not own it. Another 

negotiation, with two large and forbidding looking gentlemen 
joining us, we agreed a sum for another search of the sea. With 
the Brits, including Stafford and Martin Dilly in attendance, I 
felt more confident with this latest venture, and thus it was that, 
at about 4 pm, three of us set out once more. It goes without 
saying there were no life jackets or other safety features, but 
this boat was more powerful than its predecessor, and we were 
quickly bouncing over the growing swell. John Carter was still 
in place and directed me towards an estimated position, based 
on wind and drift. I was surprised how far we were going. In 
the distance, there was a line of large tankers in the main 
shipping lane into Odessa. John said: ‘I think it’s behind the 
last tanker – that’s your line’. Looking back towards the shore I 
realised I could not see it, and there was still no signal. The 
walkie-talkie was now out of range, so, once again, I had no 
contact with the Brits ashore. The boat was bucking about on 
the waves, and it was difficult to stand to hold the receiver 
aloft. We passed behind the last tanker, which looked awfully 

big and, hey presto, I eventually got a signal.  

There comes a moment when you close in on your quarry, and 
this was it. We did a sweep around, and I suddenly saw the 
model, riding the crest of a wave like a ship, with the tracker 
standing proud out of the fuselage. We fished it out, and 
besides damage to the tailplane and some salt corrosion, the 
model was intact and ready to take to the air again. We turned 

back to shore,which we later estimated was about 7 miles away 

Upon arrival at the beach, we were greeted by a small Brit led 
throng, and a local policeman, who started questioning Stafford 
about whether the model was his, and could he prove it. This 
involved a trip to the local police station, and the filling in of 
forms. Why the police involvement? I can only think that the 
fisherman may have been jealous, and prompted the action. We 
later found out from John Cuthbert, manfully still holding 
position at the original place of entry into the sea, that, during 
the time I was being entertained at the fisherman’s house, 
another boat left for the search area, and returned a couple of 
hours later. John Carter also reported a boat in the search area 
at the appropriate time, although, by then, the drift and wind 

had taken the model far out to sea. 

So ended, at around 5.30 pm, a typical quiet day’s trimming, 
and Stafford’s 30 second flight. This year we are including fast 
speedboats as part of our retrieval essentials.    

And now back to the aircraft. Russell Peers is taking four 
Andruikov models (one short and three long) plus three Peers’ 
clones of AA’s designs (one short and two long) all with 
various Andruikov bits. All the models have VP props 
by…guess who? As a result of some clever and determined 
buying, Russell has a useful stock of Tan II rubber, dating back 

to ’99 and including some from the August 2001 World 

Championship’s batch.  

A few other thoughts from Russell: I’m now winding outside 
the model and it’s excellent. Broken motors and resulting 
model damage aren’t a worry any more and you put on more 
turns. What’s more, you can change your choice of model at 
the last moment if necessary, assuming you have the right 

models assembled. 

One other thing. I’m now stripping all my rubber down to 
1/16th in, using a rubber stripper bought from Bob Bailey. You 
can get more turns on, and can fine-tune the motor length more 
easily and with greater accuracy. Mind you, it’s a really boring 
job, particularly with older 1/4 inch stock (it take three runs to 
get it down the 1/6th of course) and with 3/16th rubber. But 
once you’ve got it set up it is possible to watch the TV at the 
same time… 

Mike Woodhouse is taking six models. As he described 
them… these models are from Igor Woodidruchuk. In other 
words they are an assembly of parts from well know 

protagonists plus my own ideas/thoughts/bits. 
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In summary the models all have the same fuselage, props and 
tails. It's only the wings that differ. The wings are three long, 
two medium and one short. 

Props - are all AA VP units using instant start rather than delay 

Tails - are MJW design tubular spar and Wobbeking section 

Fuselages - motor tube carbon/Kevlar boom AA alloy 

Fin - MJW three position rudder Vivchar system. I have found 
that I need a cruise adjustment in order to control the power 
turn at the end of the motor run 

Pylon - Modified Stefanchuk System - VIT 3-4 seconds button 
type - Power rudder 10-12 seconds - Wiggler and glide rudder 
40 seconds 

Wings - long modified AA, short modified AA, and medium, 

an average of the long and short AA. 

The bits are all interchangeable. I have done this both on 

purpose and by mistake! A wrecked tail or prop is no problem 
to replace, and without trim problems. And even the wings can 
be exchanged in an emergency. The large models are the ones I 
want to fly as they have, I think, longer legs. [For our non-UK 
readers unfamiliar with this phrase, it means ‘do the job better’ 
or, in this case, fly for longer!] The medium ones in the fleet 
actually do most of the flying as the weather is usually a bit 
problematic. The small one is there for when the weather is 
really bad, as it has been in this country on so many weekends 

recently. 

Rubber - Tan II August 2001 for rounds and hopefully May 99 
for the fly offs. Super Sport is OK, but most Tan II is still a 

better bet. 

The work over the winter has been to concentrate on careful 
measurement of the model settings. I have been working with 
Peter King on the measurements, the idea being that by careful 
checking of the settings and comparison of models the best 
trim can be discovered and repeated. A jig that can measure the 

total model and relative angles has been designed and built. 

I’ve not been to the Ukraine before so I have to read between 
the lines of what the others learned in 2006. Russell, Mike and 
I have been in the team together before so we should know 
how things work between us. 

Now to F1C. Stafford Screen is, of course, in his umpteenth 
team… I guess this past 12 months is my least productive in 
model building since I returned in the 1973/4 season, or 29 
teams ago! (And that’s 30 if you count 1976 when a technical 
dispute delayed the announcement of the F1C team and by then 

it was too late for us to make arrangements.)  

I will be taking the same five models as last year (see FFn July 

2006) including the one that was rescued from the Black Sea 
with the help of the team and in particular Mike Woolner who 
went alone with the recovery boat and was the bravest and the 
best swimmer. I think model 51 which would have got me into 
the last fly off but for a disputed over-run deserves another 
chance.  

From Neil Allen: Having taken the step of focusing on F1C in 
2006 and flying the Stonehenge Cup, Poitou and the trials for 
the first time there was always the danger of making the team! 
After a period of reflection, lasting approximately 5 minutes, I 
knew I was going to Odessa despite my minimal stock of 

models. 

Model No.3 was put together over the winter and employs a 
2.6m Icarex-covered wing based on a moulded D-box from 
Sychov and a standard Carter tube fuselage. No.2, last year’s 
model, is very similar but uses a 2.4m kevlar/balsa wing whilst 
No.1 is an older 1.8m glass/balsa winged model that was used 
to good effect in the 3rd Trials. All three have been contest 
flown and use recently purchased Nelson direct drive motors 

with the new crankcase design and improved performance. 

Lastly, I would like to thank other team members for their 
continuing advice and look forward to what will be a 
memorable first champs.  

Alan Jack has sent us his thoughts on the coming Odessa 
gig… The story of my current models (19 to 22 will go to 
Odessa) starts with the decision to go for geared engines the 
season before last. I had manoeuvred myself into a corner, still 
flying F1C but with equipment that was hopelessly 
uncompetitive. I certainly resented going for gears because it 
more than doubled the cost of an aeroplane (since I build all 
my own bits the engine completely dominates the cost) and I 
could see we were just going to all reach another but much 
more expensive plateau. I was also worried about vibration 
since my last straight drive model (19) sheared timer hold-
down bolts right up to 6BA (which survive). Would my 
engineering coupled with gear related vibration result in bits 
flying off at random? While bits might still fly off (I don’t 

want to create a hostage for fortune!) the vibration worry has 
proven unfounded with levels on the geared models (20–22) 
being less than on 19. I had discovered through 16 to 19 that 
aspect ratio was not a problem in rough weather so I stretched 
19 to 2.7 metres to make the basic dimensions for 20 to 22 as 
per the drawing.  

 

The models use the ubiquitous carbon D box wing and tail with 
an all carbon fuselage. The fuselage is split into front and rear 
elements.  The front has separate tube and pylon with the tube 
using a “lost foam” technique. The engines on 20 to 22 are all 
current generation Hummers – two last February and one this 
February, running the APC plastic prop. I guess that the 
balancing work done on the engine (coupled with the prop?) 
are the reasons for the smooth running. The wing section is as 
per current practice. The tails originally had Wobbeking 
sections but following two bouts of stalling all the way down 
(on the last round….) I have switched back to more 
conventional sections for F1C tails. I have been working away 
on weight till finally I have required significant ballast on 22. 
The big difference between my efforts and the commercial 
models is in the weight of the wings.  I have yet to get down to 
their figures. In fact the commercial models are a marvel of 
low weight and rigidity. They also survive crashes remarkably, 
with mine being heavier, less rigid and far more fragile.  I have 
been thinking (secretly of course…) of buying a wing and then 
tearing it apart to see how they do it (first step in design is to 
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copy best practice!) so does anyone want to donate one they 
have trashed? At the end of the day my models are no more 
than up to speed, but that’s a big step forward from 12 months 
ago. I am often given a hard time by those who recognise that 
my models could be better if I bought all or a larger proportion 
of them. Of course they are correct, but that would remove a 
major part of my fun.  How could I stand those interminable 
University Committee meetings, those papers at conferences 
that make you drift off into another place or those 12 hour 
vegetative states on flights to Japan (or wherever) without the 
escape of dreaming how to get the carbon to tightly overlap 
when you roll an F1C boom? Or hatching devious plans to get 
one’s sticky fingers on ready supplies of pre-preg and a home-
built autoclave? My goal this time is to avoid major pratfalls. 
And after that?  Well, let’s see how it goes. 

WORLD CUP EVENTS IN AUSTRALIA 

Report by Alan Jack, results were on page 41 of May FFn 

If like me you are influenced by a moral code that does not 
allow frivolous expenditure then it is difficult to write this 
without first justifying going all the way to Australia to fly toy 
aeroplanes! In my case the draw of a son recently “deported” 
for an 18 month spell via a job swop with his company 
persuaded his parents that a holiday down under was a good 
plan.  When to go - has to be out of the University terms so 
why not Easter I suggested.  Of course I had no idea that that 
would coincide with two world cup contests did I………or…? 
Anyway off I go; 22hrs in a smelly aluminium tube (a lot more 
luxury for the boss – but that’s another story).  The questions in 
the arrivals hall go: “what’s in the box?” - model aeroplanes 
“you brought them all this way?” – yes to fly in a world cup 
event “how do you win the competition?” – it’s a glider, who 
can keep it up the longest is the  winner [laughter and OK I 
know a bit earthy but by now several are grouped around and 
seem genuinely interested] – “are you going to win?” - maybe 
[say I with the usual UK reserve]  - “there’s no chance a 
pommy basta… (expletive deleted) can beat an Aussie!” – 
general laughter and agreement.  I had it explained to me later 
that being called a pom (Aussie name for anyone from the UK 
– or is it just England e.g. is a Scot a pom?) was meant as an 
insult but pommy basta… is a complement(?). Really that sums 
up the whole trip friendly, interested, engaged, sports mad, no 
wallowing in loosing. In the UK we like nothing better than a 
good loss – why did we loose? – “how can we beat these 
Koreans with thermal sensitive skin” [quote]…. If we win 
telling anybody is bragging and definitely not on. 

The flying field is “near” Narrandera (spelt with 43 r’s)  and I 
was told “its an easy 6-7 hr drive from Sydney” – well it is but 
for someone from our part of the world a 6 hr drive is a long 
way.  This country is huge! Arriving safely in Narrrrranderra 
how do I find the field?  A friendly lady in the tourist 
information office pointed me in the right direction and said 
“it’s just a little way out of town”.  I should have known ! 
40km later and I was loosing faith but at km 43 a sign and turn 
left, 15km up this road and turn into the field, 5 km into the 
middle of the field and I’m there – “canny long trip eh!”.  I 
hope by now you have the picture the flying field it is 
absolutely vast. It’s on what the Aussie’s call a “paddock”. In 
the UK that would conjure up a picture of a small grass field 
perhaps 200x200metres with maybe a single horse in it, here it 
means 10x10km! Flat and grass covered although very dry and 
dusty.  Lost Hills is very big and in the winter possessed of 
grass, Livno is (or perhaps sadly was) also very big and has 
nice short  grass (and very soft ground to limit the damage in 
the occasional wizard prang) but this place is on another scale 
altogether.  In the search for the ultimate arousal for flying 
field fans this place just has to figure. 

Disconcertingly everyone seems to know me [from occasional 
pictures in Aermodeller] but mostly I don’t know them – 
disconcerting because normally it’s the other way round for 

me. The two World Cup contests are only a small part of the 
fun.  Virtually every free flight class is flown.  On the day 
before the 1st World Cup lots of classes are being flown each 
with very few entrants.  Clearly this makes for very little true 
competition.  In the UK our Tech Committee has moved us 
over to combined events to get over this problem.  This being 
the first season it’s too early to make a judgment on the success 
of this move but it has worked for many years in combining the 
mini events (A1, Cd’H etc) for instance. 

The first World Cup event starts with light winds but soon the 
breeze is up to force 4 ish, of course models don’t get 
anywhere near the boundaries even on a long DT.  The 
thermals become very strong and the sink is legendary.  There 
may not be many flying but the standards are high.  In F1A 
Phil Mitchell looked very good, never in any danger of 
dropping although Vin Morgan was not far behind.  F1B was 
more competitive - sixteen competitors most of whom had 
seriously good equipment.  Amongst these were the Seifert 
family from Germany and the (currently) pint size Phillip (who 
finished 7th in this contest).  They live in Malta and had a 
tortuous journey to Aus. All of the family are seriously fit and 
were off to do a major trip in one of the rainforests that lie in 
the far north of Australia after the contest. It was quite 
humbling to see the family operate so effectively seeming to 
fly models continuously throughout the 5 days I was there.  Put 
that alongside the Seren family and all that they have achieved 
and I guess we can see an excellent pair of role models for the 
way forward for new young aeromodelling talent. To digress 
slightly it is certainly the case that there will be no more casual 
recruits to free flight.  The days of flying taking place on local 
parks in front of keen kids has long gone.  Getting to comps 
means distant travel and that means committed parents. F1C 
had three entrants one of whom gave up rapidly, another flying 
in “British thermals” i.e. that were downdrafts in Aus on the 
other side of the world leaving Roy Summersby as the winner.  
He did so at the expense of a no-DT flyaway that was found for 
him three days later 40km or so away.  The really remarkable 
thing was that this was essentially in the next “paddock”. When 
we were looking for it by car this “paddock” was so large and 
flat that one could quite literally see the curvature of the earth 
(as well as lots of kangeroos and emus). 

The 2nd World Cup contest had much lighter winds but the 
same massive lift and sink. In F1A, towing for ½ hr in air that 
was mostly coming down was an experience not to be 
missed….  Of course the super fit [“full Iron man”] Mitchell 
made it look simple whilst the rest of us subsided into 
quivering wrecks.  The special feature of the second contest 
though was the victory for young Phillip Seifert in F1B, 
holding his nerve superbly in the big lift and nasty sink to be 
the only one to max out. 

All the F1 classes are heavily dominated by the factory models 
as instanced here by the very high quality of equipment flown 
[apart of course from my feeble efforts] especially in F1B.  
This bit is my current take on some of the issues being raised 
by factory models which is treading on dangerous ground!  
This has certainly raised the bar on standards and anyone 
working out the cost of their own time to reproduce models of 
similar technical complexity will realise that they are a 
fantastic bargain. It also means that any competitor can have 
equal access to the very best equipment. The worries concern 
the long term viability of this arrangement.  To have 
continuous sales it is necessary to have continuous change to 
make last years models redundant (or a lots of contests on 
windy airfields to provide some carnage)….  To get better 
performance each succeeding year the new models are more 
complex (thus raising the bar on price which of course may 
help the manufacturers if his costs rise less than the price). This 
does not really help the competitors because it raises their costs 
every year without giving them a competitive advantage (since 
models are bought from such a small pool). It would be 
possible to take the view that keeping the manufacturers viable 



- 54 - 

was essential and hence we are all locked into the cycle.  For 
myself I think it would be far better if we concentrated on rules 
which kept complexity down to avoid the “space race” and put 
the emphasis more on flying. It’s much harder to trim a model 
for 10 secs than it is for 5 even if it is going half as fast. 

In reflection on the contests one is left with some conflicting 
thoughts. Being so far from the rest of the modelling 
community means that there are not many competitors 
especially in a World Championship year, on the other hand 
the site is simply superb, there are some very good competitors 
and the Aussies make excellent hosts (despite their flagrant 
anti-English sledging!].  I certainly could not justify going all 
that way for just the comps but taking in the rest of the great 
things Australia has to offer certainly makes a compelling case 
for the trip.  When the World Cup was first mooted it was 
obvious that far flung events would lead to distortions to a 
“fair” result but having thought about it some more I realise 
that the structure of the World Cup makes real events for the 
local competitors and definitely encourages more to compete.  
In any event to win the World Cup more or less demands wins 
at the larger events.  So very well done to those who dreamt up 
the World Cup! 

Back next year?  Well Steven (no.1 son) is still there so maybe 
a little careful groundwork could see a favourable outcome? 

BALTIC CUP, Madziunai, Lithuania, April 28 
F1A   50 flew 
1 D Halbmeier GER 930 +204 
2 A Kirsteins (J) LAT 930 +61 
3 K Kulmakko FIN 930 +47 
4 A Selgoja EST 927 
5 P Findahl SWE 915 
6 P Kuikka FIN 896 
7 J Abad ESP 895 
8 V Dimavicius LTU 886 
9 R Indrisonis LTU 877 
10 J Sprogis LAT 869 

F1A-Junior   11 flew 
1 A Kirsteins LAT 930 +61 
2 M Meisalu EST 847 
3 D Berzins LAT 833 

F1B-Junior   5 flew 
1 T Mackus (J) LTU 825 
2 B Rukas (J) LTU 708 

F1B   25 flew 
1 V Romanchenko UKR 960 +300 
2 M Woolner GBR 960 +189 
2 K Salzer AUT 960 +189 
4 P Windisch GER 960 +171 
5 I Kolic SRB 960 +142 
6 S Molchanov UKR 960 +127 
7 L Gircys LTU 923 
8 A Poczobut POL 906 

F1C   15 flew 
1 K Kuukka FIN 960 +300 +463 
2 V Semenyaga UKR 960 +300 +457 
3 J Roots EST 960 +300 
4 J Cuthbert GBR 960 

ESTONIAN CUP, Madziunai, Lithuania, April 29 
F1A   44 flew 
1 U Vihul EST 900 +300 +420 
2 D Sauter GER 900 +300 +331 
3 J Zarins (J) LAT 900 +299 
4 K Kulmakko FIN 900 +283 
5 J Abad ESP 900 +161 
6 P Findahl SWE 900 +112 
7 R Indrisonis LTU 900 +89 
8 R Lavrinov UKR 887 
9 J Valo FIN 879 
10 J Carter GBR 865 

F1A-Junior   9 flew 
1 J Zarins LAT 900 +299 
2 A Kirsteins LAT 795 
3 A Plume LAT 689 

F1B   21 flew 
1 R Demcenko (J) LAT 960 +420 
2 S Molchanov UKR 960 +285 
3 I Kolic SRB 960 +132 
4 Y Waltonen FIN 936 
5 R Mackus LTU 888 
6 T Mackus (J) LTU 861 

F1B-Junior   5 flew 
1 R Demcenko (J) LAT 960 +420 
2 T Mackus (J) LTU 861 

F1C   10 flew 
1 V Sychov SLO 960 +30 
2 J Cuthbert GBR 960 
3 M Voits LAT 928 
4 D Atkociunas LTU 780 

SREM CUP, Zrenjanin, Serbia, May 11-13 
F1A   32 flew 
1 R Blagojevic SRB 1290 +227 
2 M Bordjoski SRB 1290 +207 
3 Z Zivkovic SRB 1290 +194 
4 H Kulcsar (J) HUN 1290 +147 
5 F Kerner HUN 1245 
6 R Lesko CRO 1223 
7 M Butkovic CRO 1218 
8 B Bardarov BUL 1215 
9 D Zulic SLO 1210 

F1A-Junior   7 flew 
1 H Kulcsar HUN 1290 +147 
2 T Slokar SLO 1175 
3 T Horvath HUN 1027 

F1B   11 flew 
1 I Vivchar UKR 1290 
2 B Lacimic SRB 1238 
3 I Kolic SRB 1208 
4 T Simin SRB 1205 

F1C   11 flew 
1 D Zulic SLO 1284 
2 G Zsengeller HUN 1250 
3 R Truppe AUT 1243 

STONEHENGE CUP, SALISBURY PLAIN, 
MAY 12-13 

Report by Peter Williams 

Well, thanks to intrepid competitors and amazing support from 

volunteer helpers and timekeepers we did manage to hold the 
Stonehenge Cup in what must have been close to the most 
arduous of conditions in the history of the event. 

The weather forecast prior to the event was so bad that a 
number of entrants from abroad sent their apologies before 
hand  and a number of UK entrants did not arrive. The forecast 
turned out to be correct. Saturday for F1B and F1C was very 
windy with intermittent rain, Sunday for F1A and F1Q was less 
windy but turbulent with continuous rain that got worse and 
worse and eventually caused us to curtail flying so that we 
could get everyone safely off the Plain. 

On Saturday we did manage to complete the planned 5 rounds, 
with a 2.30 max, by allowing 1 hour for retrieval between 
rounds. All the F1C fliers had stopped after the second round 
but in F1B we finished with 3 full houses. Oskar Findahl, Mike 
Woolner and Brian Martin must be congratulated for achieving 
full scores in the conditions. Brian returned after the last round 
without his plane because he couldn’t locate it in a wooded 
area and then damaged his second plane will preparing for the 
fly-off so withdrew. He later retrieved the lost plane. This left 
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us with junior Oskar Findahl and UK team member Mike 
Woolner to battle out the fly-off. Oskar launched first followed 
quickly by Mike and it was soon clear that Oskar had slightly  
smoother air and was higher at the end of the run. The fly-off 
times clearly indicate the poor weather conditions. Oskar 
Findahl had flown really well throughout and is clearly 
following in his father’s footsteps. His first place also gave him 
the top junior award. 

When we arrived at the field on Sunday there was some light 
rain but we had reports that the forecast was so bad (possibly 
75mm of rain) that people were being removed from Dartmoor 
for their safety, so we anticipated that we would get some very 
wet weather. After some discussion on whether we should start 
the contest we decided to go ahead and 21 intrepid fliers lined 
up for the first round to attempt a 2.30 max. The air was 
turbulent making glider towing tricky and finding good air 
even harder. The rain got steadily worse but the contest 

continued and after the second round we had 5 full houses in 
glider and 1 in electric. By the third round the rain and 
visibility had seriously worsened and near the end of the round 
we became very concerned about the possibility of having 
everyone stranded on the plain. The contest was stopped and 
Doug Bartle, who had gone to inspect the route off the plain, 
reported that he thought we needed to get off within the hour to 
avoid being marooned. At this point Bernard Trachez from 
France was the only one left with a full house so we did have 
an undisputed winner in F1A. (Ed: and also in F1Q, in which 
Trevor Grey had maxed out while Peter Lang had stopped after 
two flights with his Jedelsky-winged model.) 

We stopped the contest and hastily packed up and asked 
everyone to leave the field and congregate on a hard road at the 
site entrance. The results for the 3 rounds were calculated and 
we made a short prize giving. After a break last year we were 
delighted to be able to award the very special stone trophies, 
for which the Stonehenge has become well known, designed 
and made by David Greaves. These are always much 
appreciated by the winners and no doubt help to inspire keen 
competition.  

We did have a slight mix up at the prize giving that resulted in 
the wrong person being presented with the prize for the top 
female contestant, however, the person wrongly awarded 
quietly pointed this out afterwards. The winner of the women’s 
award is actually Kris Best who flew F1A.  

All the competitors, CD’s, timekeepers, scorers and other 
helpers are congratulated and thanked for turning what could 
have been a total washout into a contest. The timekeepers had a 
particularly tough time and their staying at their posts during 
the atrocious conditions is much appreciated. 

All those who provided and arranged for resources are 
sincerely thanked  for their help in ensuring that we were able 
hold the event. 

F1A   20 flew 
1 B Trachez FRA 450 
2 P Findahl SWE 443 
3 P Ball GBR 441 
4 J Sion FRA 437 
5 E Ragot FRA 395 
6 V Croguenec FRA 379 
7 A Ball GBR 370 
8 J Carter GBR 348 
9 A Crisp GBR 306 
10 D Findahl (J) SWE 282 

F1A-Junior   1 flew 
1 D Findahl SWE 282 

F1C   5 flew 
1 P Watson GBR 300 
2 N Allen GBR 166 
3 J Cuthbert GBR 150 

F1B   15 flew 
1 O Findahl (J) SWE 750 +145 
2 M Woolner GBR 750 +114 
3 B Martin GBR 750 
4 P Martin GBR 707 
5 R Peers GBR 695 
6 G Stringer GBR 690 
7 M Woodhouse GBR 678 
8 R Morrell USA 616 

F1B-Junior   1 flew 
1 O Findahl (J) SWE 750 +145 

F1Q   2 flew 
1 T Grey GBR 450 

JIHOCESKY POHAR, VSECHOV, CZECH 
REPUBLIC, MAY 18-20 

F1A   65 flew  19 full scores 
1 J Pokorny CZE 1260 +300 +420 
2 D Fric CZE 1260 +300 +401 
3 P Svoboda (J) CZE 1260 +300 +368 
4 D Ibehej CZE 1260 +300 +316 
5 G Hudak SVK 1260 +300 +312 
6 S Limberger GER 1260 +300 +302 
7 J Vosejpka CZE 1260 +300 +256 
8 G Rabes GER 1260 +300 +233 
9 B Ryz CZE 1260 +300 +215 
10 I Bezak SVK 1260 +300 +190 

F1A-Junior   15 flew 

1 P Svoboda CZE 1260 +300 +368 
2 W Herwig GER 1260 +272 
3 J Rogovsky SVK 1260 +236 

F1B-Junior   2 flew 

1 S Absolon (J) CZE 1156 

F1B   24 flew   7 full scores 
1 M Novy CZE 1260 +300 
2 B Silz GER 1260 +288 
3 P Fejt CZE 1260 +224 
4 D Piber AUT 1260 +215 
5 V Urban CZE 1260 +210 
6 V Kubes CZE 1260 +187 

F1C   16 flew 
1 R Truppe AUT 1260 +300 +308 
2 F Gradi ITA 1260 +300 +290 
3 C Wachtler GER 1260 +220 
4 R Guadagno ITA 1238 

SWEDISH CUP, Rinkaby, Sweden, May 17-20 

F1A   40 flew 
1 M Holmbom SWE 900 +300 +270 
2 R Hellgren SWE 900 +300 +269 
3 D Halbmeier GER 900 +300 +249 
4 R Assmuss GER 900 +300 +174 
5 K Huber POL 900 +197 
6 A Klemetsen NOR 900 +128 
7 C Bachmann SUI 900 +101 
8 A Selgoja EST 900 +86 
9 L Nielsen DEN 890 
10 R Kreetz NED 889 
10 J van Kuyk NED 889 
12 J Zarins (J) LAT 877 
12 J Kuhn GER 877 
14 A Van Wallene NED 863 

F1A-Junior   7 flew 
1 J Zarins LAT 877 
2 K Kask EST 846 
3 A Plume LAT 824 

F1B-Junior   3 flew 
1 O Findahl (J) SWE 900 +209 
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F1B   21 flew  9 full scores 
1 M Soderling SWE 900 +300 +292 
2 G Willemsen NED 900 +300 +70 
3 V Rosonoks LAT 900 +284 
4 H Schoder SUI 900 +270 
5 B Eimar SWE 900 +260 
6 O Fedorov RUS 900 +229 

F1C   6 flew 
1 A Lindner GER 880 
2 J Roots EST 875 
3 C Gretter GER 85 

NORDIC CUP OF DENMARK, RINKEBY, 
SWEDEN, MAY 19-20 

F1A   29 flew 
1 P Findahl SWE 930 +300 
2 L Nielsen DEN 930 +139 

3 K Huber POL 930 +134 
4 J Kuhn GER 930 +132 
5 R Kreetz NED 930 +126 
6 J Van Kuyk NED 930 +101 
7 D Warhos SWE 927 
8 W Bellen NED 912 
9 A Mesheriakov RUS 906 
10 R Hellgren SWE 903 

F1A-Junior   3 flew 
1 M Meisalu EST 792 

F1B   14 flew  8 full scores 
1 G Wivardsson SWE 960 +300 +235 
2 O Findahl (J) SWE 960 +300 +228 
3 G Willemsen NED 960 +285 
4 O Fedorov RUS 960 +252 
5 H Van Hoorn NED 960 +232 
6 A Zeri NED 960 +230 

F1B-Junior   2 flew  1 full scores 
1 O Findahl (J) SWE 960 +300 +228 

F1C   5 flew 
1 J Cuthbert GBR 960 
2 C Gretter GER 949 
3 P De Boer NED 938 

IDEA CUP OF BELARUS, KHARKIV, 
UKRAINE, MAY 25-27 

F1A   27 flew 
1 I Yablonovsky UKR 1246 
2 S Protopopov UKR 1245 
3 P Marakhovskyy (J) UKR 1200 
4 Y Grushkovskiy UKR 1184 
5 V Lazarevich UKR 1179 
6 D Sinsky (J) RUS 1138 

F1A-Junior   8 flew 
1 P Marakhovskyy UKR 1200 
2 D Sinsky RUS 1138 
3 A Sahno UKR 1047 

F1B   16 flew  6 full scores 
1 A Ribchenkov GEO 1320 +420 +330 
2 O Kulakovskyy(J) UKR 1320 +420 +328 
3 T Useynov RUS 1320 +420 +267 
4 O Kulakovsky UKR 1320 +420 +242 
5 A Burdov RUS 1320 +413 
6 M Kolenyk (J) UKR 1320 +401 

F1B-Junior   3 flew  2 full scores 
1 O Kulakovskyy UKR 1320 +420 +328 
2 M Kolenyk UKR 1320 +401 

F1C   7 flew  5 full scores 
1 V Semenyaga UKR 1320 +420 
2 D Stakhanov UKR 1320 +383 
3 A Babenko UKR 1320 +371 

PUSZTA CUP, TASS, HUNGARY, JUNE 2-3 

F1A   85 flew  22 full scores 
1 R Koglot SLO 1320 +300 +303 
2 B Ryz CZE 1320 +300 +260 
3 S Bela ROU 1320 +270 
4 A Szekelyhidi HUN 1320 +265 
5 V Brussolo ITA 1320 +259 
6 I Bombek CRO 1320 +255 
7 A Parna EST 1320 +253 
8 B Radoje SRB 1320 +237 
9 M Stranieri ITA 1320 +229 
10 K Kulmakko FIN 1320 +226 
11 J Zarins (J) LAT 1320 +222 
12 W Gerlach GER 1320 +218 

F1A-Junior   12 flew 
1 J Zarins LAT 1320 +222 
2 J Rogovsky SVK 1320 +131 

3 T Horvath HUN 1305 

F1B-Junior   3 flew 
1 T Mackus LTU 1256 

F1B   38 flew  11 full scores 
1 J Krasznai HUN 1320 +300 +360 
2 V Volodymyr UKR 1320 +300 +332 
3 S Stefanchuk UKR 1320 +300 +324 
4 B Silz GER 1320 +300 +305 
5 Y Waltonen FIN 1320 +300 +298 
6 V Urban CZE 1320 +300 +277 
7 V Rosonoks LAT 1320 +263 
8 V Mihaly HUN 1320 +262 

F1C   24 flew   6 full scores 

1 A Babenko UKR 1320 +300 +420 
2 R Truppe AUT 1320 +300 +346 
3 L Magyari HUN 1320 +300 +337 
4 G Zsengeller HUN 1320 +300 +335 
5 A Banci ITA 1320 +300 +333 
6 P De Boer NED 1320 +252 

COPPA PRIMAVERA, Gallio, Italy, May 4 
F1E   28 flew 
1 M Popescu ROM 500.00 +420 
2 F Draghici ROM 500.00 +288 
3 M Mravec SVK 500.00 +108 
4 P Chaussebourg FRA 499.33 

F1E-Junior   5 flew 

1 D Drmlova SVK 444.00 

2 S Marchioretto ITA 398.33 

COPPA MONTE SISEMOL, Gallio, Italy, May 5 
F1E   28 flew 
1 E Mauri ITA 500.00 +159 
2 M Popescu ROM 500.00 +113 
3 M Agosti ITA 500.00 +85 
4 C Bognolo ITA 498.33 

F1E-Junior   3 flew 
1 J Matisek SVK 439.33 

NORTHERN GALA, Church Fenton, April 6 

Open Electric 3x2.30  4 flew 
1 J Godden Morley 7.30 
2 T Grey MFFG 7.16 
3 R Brigginshaw C M 6.32 
4 P Lang Maidstone 2.30 
BMFA Glider (C.M.A) 3x 2.30   18 flew 
1 C Foster Morley 7.30 5.54 
2 P Ball Grantham 7.30 5.06 
3 D Bartle Morley 7.30 5.03 
4 P Dickson Morley 7.30 4.37 
5 C Edge Scotia 7.30 4.20 
6 G Peck Cleemac 7.30 3.55 
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BMFA Rubber (Caton)  3x2.30   10 flew 
1 C Strachan Biggles 7.30 6.51 
2 J Leadbeater NWFFG 7.30 6.44 
3 P Ball Grantham 7.30 4.54 
4 B Martin Tynemouth 7.30 4.20 
5 J Godden Morley 7.30 3.48 
6 J Arnott Scotia 7.30 3.43 

BMFA Power (Hamley) 3x2.30  6 flew 
1 T Payne Biggles 7.30 6.50 
2 F Rushby Cleemac 7.30 6.33 
3 S Barnes Morley 7.30 4.20 
4 R Barley Walsall 7.26 
5 A Brown Novo’ 6.45 
6 S Screen Birmingh 2.30 

SLOP   3x2.30   11 flew 
1 S Barnes Morley 7.30 6.12 
2 P Woodhouse Morley 7.30 5.18 
3 D Limbert Morley 7.30 4.48 
4 M Quinn Novos 7.30 3.04 
5 E B Jones Morley 7.30 
6 M Sibson Grantham 7.30 

F1G/Cd'H  5x2.00  6 flew 
1 R Sparrow Timperley 10.00 
2 D Davitt Morley 9.54 
3 J O’Donnell Timperley 8.55 
4 G Manion Walsall 8.48 
5 N Rogerson NWFFG 8.32 
6 T Grey MFFG 0.25 

F1J/ 1/2A  5x2.00 max  6 flew 
1 S Screen Birmingh 10.00 3.17 
2 J Bailey Biggles 10.00 3.06 
3 T Payne Biggles 10.00 3.00 
4 C Foster Morley 10.00 2.44 
5 P Woodhouse Morley 10.00 1.52 
6 D Clarkson Timperley 6.29 

F1H   5x2.00   4 flew 
1 G Peck Cleemac 10.00 
2 J Cooper Biggles 9.12 
3 B Lavis Biggles 9.04 
4 R Sabey Scotia 9.00 

Mini Vintage  3x2.00   19 flew 
1 J Foster Morley 6.00 6.12 
2 J O’Donnell Timperley 6.00 6.10 
3 G Beal Morley 6.00 3.55 
4 S Fielding Morley 6.00 2.37 
5 J Whingate Timperley 6.00 1.54 
6 J Northrop Morley 6.00 
7 R Dennis Cleemac 5.47 
8 C Strachan Biggles 5.44 

HLG   7 x 60 sec   7 flew 
1 M Benns Peterboro 6.30 
2 M Page Peterboro 6.20 
3 M Chapman Notts 5.15 
4 T Milner Morley 4.25 
5 D Barber NWFFG 4.07 
6 A Hewitt Notts 3.12 

Catapult Glider  5 x 60 sec   5 flew 
1 P Ball Grantham 4.41 
2 J Barker Timperley 3.27 
3 M Chapman Notts 3.07 
4 A Hewitt Notts 3.04 
5 M Benns Peterboro 2.34 

Morley Club Event    
Northern Area Mini Vintage League 3x2  9 flew 
1 G Beal Morley 6.00 3.55 
2 G Coulson Morley 6.00 2.35 
3 R Dennis Cleemac 6.00 2.06 
4 J Cutting Cleemac 6.00 2.00 
5 T Rushby Cleemac 6.00 1.00 
6 J Northrop Morley 6.00 

LONDON GALA, SALISBURY PLAIN MAY 6-7 
Combined Rubber   5 flew 
1 C Chapman  Bristol & West 7.30 6.30 
2 P Ball  Grantham 7.30 5.02 
3 G Ferer Timperley 6.57 
4 J Bailey Biggles 6.32 
5 J Billam Grantham 2.30 

Combined Glider  8 flew  
1 M Cook MFFG 7.30 
2 C Foster Morley 6.43 
3 J Cooper Biggles 6.14 
4 P Williams Richmond 6.10 
5 P Ball Grantham 5.41 
6 J Pennington B &W 5.21 

Combined Power   9 flew 
1 T Payne Biggles 7.30 10.09 
2 P.Watson Birmingham 7.30 6.30 
3 N Allen E. Grinstead 7.30 3.17 
4 T Dobson Timperley 7.30 
5 J Billam Grantham 6.59 
6 T Grey MFFG 6.54 

P-30   3 flew 
1 C Strachan Biggles 6.00 
2 O Tolhurst (Jnr.) C/M 5.31tie break f/o 
3 P Tolhurst Hayes 5.31 

Vintage   6 flew 
1 M Marshall Impington 7.30 3.41 
2 E Tyson Crookham 7.30 3.09 
3 V Willson Crookham 7.30 2.49 
4 M Kemp Oxford 6.16 
5 E Thorn SAM 35 5.38 
6 R Wykes Timperley 5.00 

CO2   2 flew 
1 C Strachan Biggles 6.00 
2 E Horsley Bournemouth 4.27 

Catapult Glider   3 flew 
1 E Horsley Bournemouth 1.55 
2 P Tolhurst Hayes 1.49 
3 O Tolhurst (Jnr) C/M 1.45 

Club Championship (CR+CG+CP)  -  Biggles 

F1G  3 flew 
1 P Hall Crookham 7.25 
2 M Marshall Impington 6.40 
3 R Vaughn Crookham 6.29 

F1H  3 flew 
1 B Lavis Biggles 4.37 
2 J Cooper Biggles 3.42 
3 R Heap Biggles 1.02 

F1J/ 1/2A  1 flew 
1 J Bailey Biggles 0.03 

Mini Vintage 
1 P Ball Grantham 5.59 
2 C Strachan Biggles 5.30 

E-30 
1 T Grey MFFG 6.00 
2 A Shepherd SAM 2.20 
3 P Lang MFFG 2.00 

HLG 
1 P Ball Grantham 3.01 
2 A Crisp Biggles 2.59 

Classic Glider (London Area-funded event) 
1 A Crisp Biggles 0:46 

F1E (London Area-event) SLOP 
No scores  No entries 

Overall gala Champion - LDICCC Trophy 
 P Ball Grantham 

Weather 
First day: windy,  15-18kts. 
Second day: wet and very windy till midday, then dry and dry 
and very windy, gusting to 24kts. 
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PETER LUMSDEN 

By Bob Bailey 

I was shocked and saddened to hear of Peter’s passing on 10th 
April at the age of 72. He had been ill for some time. 

Peter had been a keen and enthusiastic modeller for most of his 
life and concentrated almost exclusively on Free Flight. He 
lived many years in North Camden but the apparent lack of 
local opportunity to fly did not deter him. Not only was Peter a 
keen modeller, he was a maverick character and a member of 
CND. I’m told he once went on a CND march to Moscow! 

Peter’s local flying venues were Hackney Marshes and 
Wormwood Scrubs park (yes, adjoining the prison). I often 
used to join Peter and John Smith who was also a member of 
SAMAC in the early 1980’s for flying session on this good F/F 
field. As was bound to happen, one of Peter’s Open Rubber 
models went a bit too far, cleared the boundary wall, landing 
inside the prison! Undeterred, Peter went round to the famous 
front gate and explained to the perhaps sceptical personnel 
within what had happened and where his model was. 

He was let in, and, under escort, successfully retrieved his 
model, thereby becoming possibly only the second SAMAC 
member to be inside prison.(There was an apocryphal character 
in the club, known as Potters Bar Fred many years before who, 
from time to time mysteriously vanished. His legacy was the 
supply by the gallon of full strength glider dope which required 
much thinning before it could be used on models.) 

Peter had been a member of St Albans MAC since 1978 and 
embraced the opportunity, as did I, of flying for the club when 
the Vikings Free Flight Group was formed in the early 1980’s. 
This group was an amalgam of St Albans and Norwich club 
F/F fliers. The Group’s principal aim was the Plugge Cup 
which is an inter-club Free Flight contest held over 6 separate 
days during the year, embracing all the FAI and Open classes. 
Our venue was usually RAF Sculthorpe in Norfolk. 

On contest days Peter would arrive at Sculthorpe in a well 
worn white Mini van and usually put in a good score. Because 
Peter flew many classes, he made an invaluable contribution to 
the Vikings effort. Reward came in 1994 and 1999 when 
Vikings won the Plugge cup against stiff opposition from all 
other F/F clubs in the UK. 

In more recent years, Peter became a firm a stalwart of the 
vintage scene, flying his Smoothy Wakefield at Middle Wallop 
on many occasions. In recent times he also constructed and had 
flown the very complicated Ron Warring's 1952 Wakefield and 
Gorham's 1951 Ghost Wakefield. 

Peter was a regular supporter of the Club winter meetings but 
his work as a carer followed by poor health in recent years cut 
down his attendance rate. Club members and the free flighters 
in particular always enjoyed his company and enthusiasm. We 
will all miss him. 

BMFA 3RD AREA CENTRALISED, APRIL 22 

SLOP (Plugge)  33 flew 
1 I Wilkinson Morley 7.30 6.23 
2 F Rushby Cleemac 7.30 5.00 
3 M Sibson Grantham 7.30 4.26 
4 P Ball Grantham 7.30 3.53 
5 J Billam Grantham 7.30 3.45 
6 D Neil B & W 7.30 3.05 
7 C Chapman B & W 7.30 2.42 
8 S Barnes Morley 7.30 0.07 
9 S Dixon Birmingham 7.25 
10 J Carter Grantham 7.22 
11 P Woodhouse Morley 7.21 
12 B Halford Vikings 7.08 
13 J Godden Morley 7.00 
14 D Chilton Crookham 6.55 

F1C/F1Q (Plugge)  14 flew 
1 J Cuthbert Grantham 12.30 7.25 
2 S Screen Birmingham 12.30 6.18 
3 P Watson Birmingham 12.30 5.52 
4 T Grey MFFG 12.30 5.26 
5 G Fuller B & W 12.30 2.35 
6 J Godden Morley 12.01 
7 J Hook Crookham 11.17 

Combined Rubber  47 flew  22 full scores 
1 K Taylor East Grinstead 7.30 7.48 
2 P Hall Crookham 7.30 6.14 
3 S Willis Croydon 7.30 5.49 
4 P Ball Grantham 7.30 5.44 
5 R Sparrow Timperley 7.30 5.27 
6 G Ferer Timperley 7.30 5.19 
7 G Stringer East Grinstead 7.30 5.02 
8 J Andrews C/M 7.30 4.26 

9 C Chapman  B & W 7.30 4.21 
10 J O'Donnell Timperley 7.30 4.19 
11 A Wells EQFA 7.30 4.11 
12 M Marshall Impington 7.30 4.02 
13 DS Taylor Richmond 7.30 3.58 
14 R Pollard Tynemouth 7.30 3.48 
15 M Richardson East Grinstead 7.30 3.37 
16 P Seeley  B & W 7.30 3.26 
17 D Beales Croydon 7.30 3.15 
18 A Beales Croydon 7.30 3.02 
19 P Jellis Croydon 7.30 2.42 
20 D Greaves C/M 7.30 2.36 

Tailless  5 flew 
1 S Willis Croydon 7.30 1.22 
2 V Willson Crookham 5.48 
3 A Crisp Biggles 4.51 
4 J Kay Grantham 4.40 
5 R Marking CVA 1.35 

F1H  23 flew 
1 J Carter Grantham 10.00 2.00 
2 M Chilton S/Spinners 10.00 1.46 
3 P Seeley B & W 9.41 
4 N Parry Biggles 9.31 
5 G Peck Cleemac 9.29 
5 S Philpott Birmingham 9.29 
7 J Cooper Biggles 9.26 
8 B Lavis Biggles 9.22 
9 M Cook MFFG 9.21 

Venues 
Ashdown (South East): SW 5-10 mph,warm, light 

overcast 

Barkston (Midlands): overcast, 5-6 mph increasing 
to 10mph in afternoon. F/offs 
decreasing wind to 2-3 mph 
with some sunny intervals 

Beaulieu (South): 65 deg, SW wind 3-5 mph - 
"super day" 

Church Fenton (North): No flying 

Merryfield (West): Calm with variable wind 
direction in morning, strong 
breeze PM, hazy sun. 
(Difficulties with RC flyers) 

Mount Huly (North East): Dry, sunny spells, 15-20 mph 
west, 63 degF 

Sculthorpe (East Anglia): Cloudy with some sunny 
periods. Wind 8 - 13 mph, fly 
offs 5 mph. 

Newbigging (Scotland): No entries - wind & rain 

Rufford (North West): Morning rain cleared by mid-
day, wind moderate at about 
10 mph 
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Plugge Scores 
1 Morley 1085 7 Timperley 345 
2 Grantham 1020 8 Crookham 340 
3 B & W 744 9 Croydon 317 
4 Vikings 713 10 MFFG 281 
5 Biggles 400 11 Cleemac 279 
6 Birmingham 361 12 CVA 216 

BMFA Senior championship scores  to April 29 
1 P Ball 29 7 S Screen 16 
2 T Payne 28 9 J Bailey 15 
2 C Strachan 28 10 G Peck 12.5 
4 J Billam 20 11 J Carter 12 
5 S Willis 19 11 C Foster 12 
6 S Barnes 17.5 11 J Foster 12 
7 J O'Donnell 16 11 T Grey  12 

BMFA FF NATIONALS, BARKSTON HEATH, 
MAY 26-28 
Saturday 26th May 

BMFA Glider 46 flew 3x3 BMFA Rubber  44 flew  3x3 
1 B Taylor 9.00+4.13 1 P Ball 9.00 +7.09 
2 A Jack 9.00+4.03 2 D Beales 9.00 +5.46 
3 P Tribe 9.00+3.41 3 M Parker 9.00 +5.43 
4 P Ball 9.00+3.31 4 U Wannop 9.00 +5.10 
5 J Arnott 9.00+3.13 5 J Leadbeater 9.00 +4.55 
6 P Dickson 9.00+2.59 6 G Kent 9.00 +4.54 
7 R Sabey 9.00+2.53 7 C Chapman 9.00 +4.36 
8 C Parry 9.00+2.48 8 C Strachan 9.00 +4.23 
9 J Oulds 9.00+2.47 9 M Stagg 9.00 +4.13 
10 T Nicholson 9.00+2.37 10 J Foster 9.00 +4.02 
11 C Foster 9.00+2.26 11 J White 9.00 +4.00 
12 K Best   W  9.00+2.21 12 K Gibson 9.00 +3.49 
13 G Peck 9.00+2.19 13 B Martin 9.00 +3.45 
14 N Bosdet 9.00+1.51 14 P Woodhouse 9.00 +2.58 
15 J Bailey 9.00+1.49 15 B Stout 9.00 +2.38 
16 J Cooper 9.00+1.42 16 J Knight 9.00 +2.01 
17 J Richardson 9.00+0.18 17 M Croome 8.56 
18 S Darmon 9.00+0.00 18 W Hodgkinson 8.54 
19 D Brawn 8.55  19 D May 8.53 
20 J Pennington 8.40  20 D Greaves 8.52 
21 C Edge 8.32  21 T Chambers 8.50 
22 J Steers  J  8.31  22 S Willis 8.47 

BMFA Power 26 flew 3x3 Cat. Glider 18 flew  5x1.00 

1 P Watson 9.00+5.25 1 M Benns 4.37 
2 F Rushby 9.00+4.48 2 P Ball 4.30 
3 A Jack 9.00+3.54 3 P Tolhurst 4.26 
4 T Payne 9.00+3.43 4 J Barker 4.11 
5 D Limbert 9.00+3.12 5 C Peters 4.08 
6 R Wykes 9.00+2.44 6 I Clark 3.44 

7 C Foster 9.00+2.29 6 S Brewer 3.44 
8 S Dixon 9.00+2.06 8 A Hewitt 3.21 
9 D Clarkson 9.00+1.36 9 M Chapman 2.58 
10 S Barnes 9.00+1.05  
11 N Allen 9.00+0.00  
11 S Screen 9.00+0.00  
13 M Sibson 8.49   

Open Electric  7 flew  3x3 Tailless  9 flew  3x3.00 

1 T Grey 9.00+4.40 1 S Willis 9.00 +3.11 
2 D Davitt 9.00+3.33 2 J Godden 9.00 +0.00 
3 J Flynn 6.41  3 C Strachan 8.45 
4 P Lang 5.43  4 J Pool 8.30 
5 A Whitehead 5.26  5 A Crisp 6.46 
6 R Brigginshaw 3.00  6 C Chapman 5.31 

Frog Junior  1 flew  3x3.00 

1 J Steers  J  BMFA Glider 8.31 

Women's Cup  3 flew  3x3.00 

1 K Best BMFA  Glider 9.00 +2.21 
2 G Gibson BMFA Rubber 8.27 
3 E Flynn BMFA Rubber 7.45 

25"  Vintage Rubber  16 flew   3x1.30 

1 D Davitt Fledgling 4.30 +4.27 

2 C Strachan Fledgling 4.30 +2.28 

3 T Dilkes Fledgling 4.30 +1.21 

4 A Train F/A Moth 4.22 

5 A Hall Willis Skokie 4.01 
6 P Jackson Fledgling 3.55 

7 A Stokes Cato 22 3.32 

8 G Hannah Felix 3.00 

8oz Wakefield  16 flew   3x2.30    6 full scores 

1 J O'Donnell New Look 7.30 +4.19 

2 J Knight Knight 1950 7.30 +3.55 

3 G Ferer Korda 7.30 +3.08 

4 A Beales Surprise 7.30 +2.46 
5 M Howick Korda 7.30 +1.56 

6 W Beales Copland 7.30 +0.16 

4oz Wakefield  8 flew   3x2.30 

1 J Wingate N.Arrow 7.30 +5.01 

2 G Beal Lanzo 7.30 +2.58 

3 M Turner Duplex 7.30 +2.44 

4 C Chapman Lanzo 7.30 +2.43 

5 R Taylor Copland 7.30 +1.27 
6 J Foster Lanzo 7.30 +1.09 

FF Scale  Evening     Aeromodeller Designs Contest 

1 R Hall Chelsea Super Ace 

2 D Knight Auster AOP9 

3 M Smith Miles Student 

Sunday 27th May 

F1A  21 flew  5x2.30        F1B  7 flew  5x2.30 

1 J Carter 12.30  1 R Peers 12.30 

2 P Williams 11.44  2 B Martin 12.15 

3 G Peck 11.07  3 G Stringer 11.17 

4 J Oulds 10.45  4 C Chapman 10.30 

5 A Jack 10.00  5 R Elliott 4.25 
6 J Bailey 9.31  6 J Whitby 3.35 

7 C Edge 6.52  

8 A Crisp 6.36  F1Q  2 flew  5x2.30 
9 J Arnott 6.21  1 T Grey 9.41 

10 N Bosdet 5.54  2 P Lang 6.28 

F1C  1 flew  5x2.30 

1 F Rushby 2.24 

SLOP  8 flew  5x2.30 HLG  12 flew   7x1.00 

1 M Sibson 6.59  1 M Benns 5.43 

2 D Limbert 6.55  2 M Chapman 4.14 
3 S Dixon 6.40  3 I Clark 3.46 

4 T Dobson 5.56  4 A Hewitt 2.58 

5 P Ball 5.43  5 C Parry 2.37 

6 A Chilton 4.04  6 K Bates 2.28 

P30   7 flew   3x2.00 Vintage  5 flew  3x2.30 

1 R Sparrow 5.45  1 J O'Donnell 7.01 

2 C Strachan 5.02  2 M Sanderson 6.18 

3 H Perkins 4.36  3 R Wykes 4.49 
4 A Whitehead 3.07  4 N Allen 4.02 

5 J Ellison 2.54  5 K Bates 1.19 

Vol au vent Junior 7 flew Vol au vent - Senior  5 flew  

1 K Clark 1.08  1 J Arnott 2.24 

2 D Board 0.45  2 P Thorpe 1.48 

3 H Green 0.39  3 I Clark 1.47 

Bowden Trophy 

1 A Brough Junior 60 83 points 

2 I Lever Air Warden 82 points 

3 I Anderson Tomboy 81 points    proxy A Brough  
4 B Lea Tomboy 78 points 

16 did not qualify:  After the first round it was agreed that the 

second round be aborted and the result declared on the first 

round scores. 
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FF Scale  Evening 
Howard Gredgington Memorial Trophy 
1 M Smith Miles Student  rocket powered  
2 D Knight Auster AOP9  electric  
3 B Dennis Avro 504k  diesel powered  

Monday 28th May 

F1H/A1  5 flew  5x2.00  F1G/Cd'H  4 flew  5x2.00 

1 B Lavis 8.09  1 I Davitt 8.16 +3.28 
2 J Carter 7.48  2 C Chapman 8.16 +3.19 
3 J Cooper 6.20  3 N Cliff 4.30 
4 R Heap 5.46  4 E Challis 3.50 
5 P Tribe 5.18  

Mini Vintage 5 flew 3x2.00 F1J  / 1/2A  4 flew  5x2.00 
1 J O'Donnell 6.00+3.11 1 P Woodhouse 7.33 
2 J Knight 6.00+2.01 2 C Foster 4.58 
3 R Heap 5.12  3 C Hickmott 3.32 
4 D Taylor 5.09  4 T Payne 3.14 

5 B Cleasby 4.53  

CO2  3 flew  3x2.00 E30  8 flew   3x2.00 
1 C Strachan 6.00+2.10 1 T Grey 6.00 +4.36 
2 S Philpott 6.00+2.06 2 P Tolhurst 6.00 +2.43 
3 I Davitt 6.00+1.44 3 H Perkins 6.00 +2.09 
    4 A Dunsterville 6.00 +1.53 
Vintage Glider 4 flew  3x2 5 A Whitehead 4.00 
1 C Foster 6.00  5 R Brigginshaw 4.00 
2 P Fynn 2.48  5 P Lang 4.00 
3 P Tomlinson 2.38  
4 J White 1.14  

Combined Classic British Power 
No flights recorded No entries 

Kit Scale  1 flew  

1 C Strachan 0.30 0.18 0.53 1.41 

Overall Championships 

Glider     Rubber 
1 J Carter 28.21 1 C Chapman 27.46 
2 G Peck 20.07 2 B Martin 21.15 
3 J Cooper 19.46 3 G Stringer 19.54 

Power     Junior 
1 C Foster 13.58 1 O Tolhurst 5 points 
2 T Payne 12.14 2 J Steers 2 points 
3 F Rushby 11.24 3 A E Hewitt 2 points 

Orphans In The Storm  

From members of Croydon & DMAC: 

A note of thanks to those brave souls who organised and ran 

flight control at the Nationals. The last two days were truly 

grim. Flyers including ourselves could cut and run when flying 

was almost impossible but flight control had to stay to the 

bitter end and suffer. Heartfelt thanks to all concerned.  

NEWBIGGING EVENTS IN MAY 
From Jim Arnott 

Steel  Cup, May 4 

The combined F1A/F1B event for the Steel Cup was held at 
Newbigging on 4th May.   The weather was dry and overcast 
with a Southwest wind increasing through the day from 8 mph 
at the start to 16 mph at the close.  There were five entries, all 
choosing to fly F1A.  With 4 out of the five maxing on the first 
round, a close contest was in prospect.  However only Chris 
Edge maxed in the second round to establish a lead that was 
then never threatened.  

1 C Edge 11.23 4 J Arnott 8:16 
2 D Hearn 9:38 5 B Duncan 8:12 
3 R Sabey 8:43 

Classic  Power Event, May 6 and 13  

With a phone around to likely attendees on the eve of the 
contest, the Classic Power contest was postponed due to the 

forecast storm conditions – perhaps the sole benefit of falling 
attendances.  The event was rescheduled for Sunday 13th, 
which turned out to be uncomfortable but flyable conditions, 
with occasional showers on a turbulent East wind of 20mph 
that was carrying models towards woods less than a mile 
downwind.   A 2 min max with a 9 sec motor run would be 
sufficiently testing in the conditions.   In this event, specific 
models are entered and no reserve model is allowed, but you 
can make multiple entries of different models.  In good 
conditions this format can work very well to give flyers a full 
and interesting day, but in poor conditions flyers would rather 
not start again. Allan Brown restarted with a Gastove when his 
Swiss Miss was damaged on landing, after its first round max.  
Jim Arnott restarted with a La Bestia, when his Stomper flights 
were out of contention.  George Blair cruised through to 
victory with a full house from his OS19 powered Dixielander, 
which held a perfect pattern in the difficult conditions. 

1 G Blair 6:00 Dixielander  OS19 
2 A Brown 3:33 Gastove    Oliver Tiger 
3 J Arnott 3:10 Stomper    PAW149 
4 A Brown 2:00 Swiss Miss    OS15 
4= J Arnott 2:00 La Bestia    PAW249 

SE AREA SPRING GALA, Odiham May 20 

Report by Mike Kemp. 

There were conflicting weather reports on what we could 
expect at this event that commemorates 60 years of free flight 
at this site. It was therefore a pleasure to see on arrival the sun 
shining and a limp wind sock. The drift direction was found to 
change regularly which necessitated an early change of Control 
to a more central location. It came as no surprise to find that 
there were large thermals throughout the day accompanied by 
the inevitable sink which caught many out. We were treated to 
the sight of a glider with DT failure drifting around at a great 
height for over 20 minutes finally coming down on the airfield. 
As an added bonus, Flight Ops reported that they weren’t 
expecting any aircraft movements during the Gala. 

The max was set to 2:30 for Vintage Wakes, 1 min for HLG 
and 2 min for all other events and the first to make their flights 
were the Coupe flyers and there were soon some dropped 
flights. This event was very closely fought with 20 sec 
covering the first five. Andrew Longhurst was an early finisher 
with one dropped flight who was then beaten by 3 sec by Roy 
Vaughn. He in turn was pipped by I sec soon after by Peter 
Hall and then later in the afternoon, John Bailey finished ahead 
of them all. All eyes were on Ted Tyson just before the end as 
a max would put him in second place- but he didn’t make it. It 
was a great contest with John a well deserved winner. 

Another popular event was the Vintage Lightweight Rubber 
event and it was most surprising that at the end of the day, only 
two had maxed out namely Ted Tyson and Andrew Longhurst. 
In the fly off, Ted’s Buckeridge comfortably beat Andrew’s 
Tops 11. Tony Thorn’s Skyrocket just beat Roy Tillers Senator 
and Mike Parkers Raff V to claim third place. 

Combined Glider was a new event for this year and in the 
windless conditions it proved difficult to get a vintage glider up 
to the full 100m line length. Nevertheless, Vic Dnscoll’s Nord 
managed two maxes to take the honours beating the Lulus of 
Dave Brawn and Ken Taylor. 

The number of entries in Combined Power was disappointing. 
The Top Bananas of John Thompson and Tony Shepherd set 
the pace only for Tony to drop his second flight leaving John 
the winner. Ted Hopgood had engine problems with his SLOP 
and Kevin Conroy called it a day after two overruns with his 
Zomby. Al Glider had both Alex Cameron and Gary Oulds 
maxing out and in the ensuing fly off both models circled 
round majestically well within the airfield with Gary coming 
out the winner with a great 5.55 flight beating Alex by 19 secs. 
Brian Lavis was third having dropped his first flight. 
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All Vintage HLG contestants favoured catapult launches and 
Ted Horsey set the early pace with two maxes with his 
Dingbat. It was not until the end of the day that he was beaten 
by just 1 sec by Ted Hopgood’s Hugelet. Peter Tolhurst flying 
another Ding bat came third. 

The Combined 4 & 8 oz Vintage Wakefield event had a good 
entry but the 2:30 proved difficult and as a result many 
dropped a flight. At the end of the day, Roy Tiller’s 4 oz 
Copland, Andrew Longhurst’s NRG (see SAM35 YB14) and 
Mike Kemp’s 1939 Flying Wake all managed to max out. John 
Minshull (Copland) and John Lancaster (Korda) just missed 
maxing out in this demanding class of model. The unluckiest 
man of the day was Peter Michel who literally picked up the 
bits of two of his Wakes during the day. In the fly off, Roy beat 
Andrew with Mike third. 

So ended this 60th Anniversary Event and it would appear that 
someone up there looked favourably down on us since events 
at Odiham over the last few years have not had the best of 
weather. 

At the prizegiving, bottles of plonk and Flitehook vouchers 
were awarded to the winners together with some special 
Trophies. In addition, a special “thank you” present was given 
to Chief Tech Chris Barker in appreciation for all his help over 
the years. We all wished him well in his forthcoming career in 
civvy street. 

Coupe d’Hiver 12 flew 5x2.00 A1 Glider 6 flew 3x2.00 
1 J  Bailey 9-49 1 G Oulds 6.00+5.55 
2 P Hall 9.44 2 A Cameron 6.00+5.36 
3 R Vaughn 9.43 3 B Lavis 5.31 
4 A Longhurst 9.40 4 J Oulds 5.1 1 
5 R Wilkes 9.30 5 V Driscoll 4.51 
6 E Tyson 9 21 6 P Cameron  4.22 

Vintage Lwt Rubber, 12 Flew, 3 x 2.00 
1 E Tyson Buckeridge 6.00 + 3.45 
2 A Longhurst Tops II 6.00 + 1.48 
3 A Thorn Skyrocket 5.56 
4 R Tiller Senator 5.46 
5 M Parker Raff V 5.41 
6 R Taylor Senator 5 38 

Vintage 4 & 8 oz Wake   11 flew   3 x 2 30 
1 R Tiller 4oz Copland 7.30 + 3.46 
2 A Longhurst NRG 7.30 + 2.27 
3 M Kemp Flying Wake 7.30 
4 J Minshull 4oz Copland 7.27 
5 J Lancaster Korda 7.23 
6 P Jackson Flying Wake 6.13 

Combined Power, 4 Flew, 3 x 2.00 
1 J Thompson Top Banana 6.00 
2 A Shepherd  5.46 
3 E Hopgood SLOP 2.00 

Vintage HLG, 5 flew, 7x 60 sec 
1 E Hopgood .. Hugelet 287 
2 E Horsey  Dingbat 286 
3 P Tolhurst Dingbat 223 
4 A Thorn B Polly 163 
5 K Conroy  68 

Combined Glider  6 Flew, 3 x 2.00 
1 V Dnscoll Nord 5.45 
2 D Brawn Lulu 4.27 
3 K Taylor  4.25 
4 D Etherton Corsair 4.17 
5 P Michel  3.29 
6 J Hook Inchworm  3.28 

Trophy Winners 
Mike Laxton Trophy-Best HLG E Hopgood 
Petrol Trophy-Best Power J Thompson 
SMAE Vintage Trophy- Best Wake R Tiller 
Chattri Trophy-Best Rubber Lightweight E Tyson 

INDOOR NATIONALS, Cardington, May 4-7 

All events best 2 flights from 6  

F1D 1st Round Trials & Aeromodeller Trophy    7 flew 

  1st best 2nd best Total 
1 R Bailey 30.09 31.34 61.43 100.0% 
2 M Benns 26.19 25.49 52.08 84.8% 
3 N Aikman 26.36 22.56 49.32 80.3% 
4 G Lefever 24.36 23.03 47.39 77.1% 
5 G Moore 23.37 23.11 46.48 75.7% 
6 J Shaw 22.13 18.52 41.05 66.8% 
Trials and Aeromodeller trophy results use the same flight times 

HLG 
1 M Benns 37.68 36.85 74.53 

L.P.P. 
1 P Watt 12.11 11.40 23.51 
2 T Chambers 11.40 10.53 22.33 

3 U Wannop 10.47 11.16 22.03 
4 D Robinson 9.19 9.06 18.25 

LRS    Best 2 from 6 over 2 days  
1 R Wilson 9.53 9.32 19.25 
2 U Wannop 9.08 9.06 18.14 
3 J Shaw 8.29 8.35 17.04 
4 D Hooper 8.14 8.18 16.32 
5 M Green 7.10 6.46 13.56 
6 R Barfoot 5.01 5.05 10.06 

F1M 
1 G Lefever 17.17 18.06 35.23 
2 G Moore 16.03 16.56 32.59 
3 R Bailey 16.16 16.09 32.25 
4 M Green 12.58 12.50 25.48 
5 T Chambers 10.35 10.27 21.02 
6 R Wilson 9.49 10.08 19.57 

No-Cal 
1 C King 1.54 1.52 4.02 

National champion to be confirmed after the re-scheduled 
events are complete. 

BMFA INDOOR 

It is with regret that we inform you that Laurie Barr has 
resigned his position from the Indoor Duration Technical 
Committee. As a member of the Indoor technical Committee 
since its inception  his services to the indoor fraternity will be 
sorely missed and we will miss his passion for Indoor duration. 

As a result of this his former duties as Treasurer, Contest 
Director, Team Travel signatory and Cardington Liaison 
Officer will immediately be passed on and shared between our 
community during the 2007 flying season. The Committee is 
already making arrangements to ensure that Laurie's 
resignation will not affect the smooth running of our contest 
calendar, our F1D Team Trials, or our defence of our European 
Team Gold Medal. We will all work hard to ensure that the 
transition is as seamless as possible and apologise for any 
disruption you may experience. 

In future, the traditional announcement about weather for the 
Cardington meetings being on or off will now be decided from 
the same web based information that Laurie used, by Mark 
Benns/Nick Aikman. We will send an email to all of you, as 
Laurie did before.  Mark Benns. 01733 755733 (eve). Mobile 
07944 812128,  Nick Aikman. 01509 556616. 

2007 OPEN RUBBER LEAGUE 

I have complied the results from the first three events and it has 
already become obvious that ultimate success will depend on 
placing well at the best-supported contests, which is how it 
should be. Currently I am leading with 42 points, but these 
came from three mediocre performances and with only the best 
5 results to count I will need a win at a big entry event to stay 
there. 
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Ken Taylor is in second place with 35 points from just one 
event, the wellsupported Gamage Cup that had around 50 
entries. 

This performance supports the new scoring system that gives 
more credit for winning the big contests. The other significant 
point is the number of contestants on the list, 29 have scored 
points so far compared to only 12 if the old scoring system had 
been retained.  National’s results will be included in the next 
update. 

Points 1st 15, 2nd 10, 3rd 5;  Bonus points = 1 per competitor 
beaten. max =20. Points then Bonus points shown for each 
contest under headings P and B respectively. 

 North.G Gamage London G 
   P B P B P B total 
1 P Ball Grantham 5 7  17 10 3 42 
2 K Taylor E.Grinstead   15 20   35 
3 C Chapman Bristol    12 15 4 31 
4 P Hall Crookham   10 19   29 
5 C Strachan Biggies 15 9     24 
6 G Ferrer Timperley  2  15 5 2 24 
7 S Willis Croydon   5 18   23 
8 J Leadbetter NWFFG 10 8     18 
9 R Sparrow Timperley    16   16 
10 G Stringer E.Grinstead    14   14 
11 JAndraws CM    13   13 
12 J Odonnell Timperley    11   11 
13 AWells EQFA    10   10 
14 M Marshall lmpingham    9   9 
15 D Taylor Richmond    8   8 
16 R Pollard Tynemouth    7   7 
17 B Martin Tynemouth  6     6 
18 M Richardson E.Grinstead    6   6 
l9 J Godden Morley  5     5 
20 P Seeley B&W    5   5 

BMFA FREE FLIGHT FORUM REPORT 

The Free Flight Forum Report for 2007 has been published. As 
usual the report published in 2007 is the written account of the 
forum held in the November of the previous year.  While the 
subject matter is similar to the presented papers, some are 
extended with extra details and the report also includes some 
free flight action photos and it finishes with details of the 
contributors and a list of contents of all the Forum Reports. 

The first paper is “An Indoor Initiation by F1D” by Nick 
Aikman and Mark Benns, describing Mark’s experiences on 
taking up F1D. He notes particularly the advice and 
encouragement from several existing flyers and particularly 
from Bob Bailey as his mentor. 

Mike Evatt has presented his paper “Taking the tension out of 
winding – or does it?” alongside his duties as chairman at the 
Forum.  He describes the half-tube method of loading and 
winding motors which he had evaluated for both F1B and F1G, 
along with detailed photos of all the components of both the 
purchased F1B system and his own-built version for F1G.  

The next paper is “Combined glide – truly inclusive class? by 
Stuart Darmon. He discusses the relative merits of a modern 
F1A on a 50m line, a classic gliders or models not fitted with 
circle tow or bunt on 75m, or vintage models on a 100m line. 
He describes two new approaches, one using modern F1A 
technology but scaled up  and lighter for a wing loading 75% 
of F1A, and the other approach of a straight tow model for 75m 
line as a scaled up a KeilKraft Caprice to 150% original size. 

The following paper is attributed to the BMFA Free Flight 
Technical Committee, the Forum presentation having been 
given by Mike Woodhouse and Chris Strachan. It is on the 
subject which runs through this Forum as a major theme – 
background, rationale and details of the BMFA FF rule 
changes for 2007. 

Martin Dilly describes his adjustable D-box press to force the 

rib structure forward into the D-box when assembling them. 

The first of the papers on the new rules for open rubber is by 

Ron Pollard. For the combined class, he discusses the attraction 
of Vintage with 100g allowed and Classic on 75g rubber. Ron 

then considers the the 50g open rubber options.which leads 

into the next paper, the analysis than he requested Peter King 

to undertake. Pete starts by saying that he will miss the 

impressive sight of open rubber flyoff flights. His normal 

performance analysis is based on F1B and for this application 
he modified it by tuning to two traditional open models. The 

simulation was used to compare four different sizes of 50g 

open rubber model and two F1B based 50g models. The open 

rubber models had predicted times of around 6 minutes and the 

50g F1Bs beat this with times approaching 8 minutes.  

The first of two papers by George Seyfang is about Gurney 

flaps. He suggests that adding these to a glider wing could 

improve performance by a few seconds.  

Dave Greaves describes his procedure for making oven-baked 

prop blades, with photos of the process and finished blades. 

Mike Woodhouse contributes a paper on practical rubber 

testing. At the Forum this was indeed a practical 

demonstration, with an impressive demonstration of the 

technique in the meeting room. In the written paper Mike 
describes the method and presents the results. Clive King then 

picks up the theme and describes testing indoor motors.  

The second paper by George Seyfang is on “Outboard 

Horizontal Stabilisers”. He suggests that this novel 

configuration could give considerable gains in duration. 

The next paper is Phil Ball's assessment of the new open 

rubber rules. He starts by noting that in 2006 open rubber was 

still the most popular of all FF classes, with the largest number 

of entries in a single event - the Farrow Shield. At the Forum 

he discussed possible configurations for BMFA Rubber, now 
in the written paper he extends this with a description and plans 

of the model he has now built. 

Bob Bailey' describes the operation of an indoor VP prop and 

the design features, accompanied by drawings and photos of 
different props. 

The final paper is by Martin Gregorie compares the flight 

characteristics and aerodynamic properties of tailplanes with 

four different sections 

Purchasing information 
Sales of the Forum Reports provide funds to defray the heavy 

expenses of those representing Great Britain at World and 

European Championships. Prices are as follows: 

£10.00 including postage in UK 

£12.00 including airmail to Europe 

£14.00 including airmail elsewhere. 

Cheques should be payable to ‘BMFA F/F Team Support 
Fund’, in pounds sterling only, and drawn on a bank with a 

branch in the UK; you may also order by credit card. 

Copies are available from:  Martin Dilly,  20, Links Road,  

West Wickham, Kent, BR4 OQW  or by fax to: (44) + (0)20-

8777-5533, or by e-mail to <martindilly@compuserve.com> 

NOTICEBOARD 
FOR SALE:  4 Verbitsky Geared and 2 Hummer Geared 
F1C's. Also 3 Yablonovsky F1A's and one M&K electronic 
F1A with Yablonovsky Long Scandic wing with two Palm 
Pilot programmers. For details and prices contact John 
Cuthbert on 01724 720911 or 
johnf1c.cuthbert@btopenworld.com 


