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January 25 

Werrington, 

Peterborough 

BMFA Indoor 2nd Trials. 10.00 to 17.00. 

1/3 motors, see FFn0811. Contact M Benns 

01733 755733. 

February 8 

Middle Wallop 

Crookham Gala. Mini vintage (R/G/P), 

CdH 5 or 3 flts, Comb Power, Comb 

Glider. See FFn 0901.  Contact: John 

Thompson tel 01252 842471 email: 

johnd.thompson@btinternet.com 

February 9 

Chobham 

Common 

Chobham Tree Chop. See FFn 0810. Meet 

at Staple Hill car park at 10am. 

February 10-11 

Lost Hills, 

California, USA 

California F1E Cup. World Cup.  Contact: 

Lee Hines, 376 Magnolia St, Costa Mesa, 

CA 92627-2345, USA, t:+1 949 645 48 50,   

email: sweepettelee@sbcglobal.net  

February 13-16 

Lost Hills, 

California, USA 

Maxmen International. . World cup F1A, 

F1B, F1C, F1P, F1Q. Contact: George 

Batiuk, 2221 King Str. 2, San Luis Obispo, 

CA 93401, USA, t:+1 805 305 0340, fx: +1 

805 546 0700, email: slogb1@gmail.com  

February 15-16 

Werrington 

Sports Centre, 

Peterborough 

BMFA Indoor 3rd Trials. Sunday 14.00 to 

22.00, Monday 10.00 to 18.00 both days. 

1/3 motors, see FFn0811. Contact M Benns 

01733 755733. 

February 21 

Viabon, France 

6th Philippe Lepage. World cup F1B.  

Contact: Jean-Pierre Challine, 13 ch. Des 

Chéneaux, 91220 Bretigny sur Orge, 

France, tel: +33 6 10 23 26 27,  email: 

mjp@challine@tele2.fr, web:  www.paris-

air-modele.com 

February 23 

Chobham 

Common 

Chobham Tree Chop. See FFn 0810. Meet 

at Staple Hill car park at 10am. 

March 7-8 

Säkylä, Pori, 

Finland 

Bear Cup. World cup F1A, F1B, F1C. 

Contact: Kim Henriksson, Ymmerstanmäki 

9, 02750 Espoo, Finland, tel: +358 41 51 

52 481   kim.henriksson@tuottoanalyysit.fi 

web:  www.bearcup.net 

March 8 

Area Venues 

BMFA 1st Area. C/P (White), F1A 

(K&MAA/Plugge), F1G, Vintage (Plugge), 

HLG/CLG (Plugge).  

March 13-15 

Moravske 

Toplice, Slovenia 

Mura cup. World cup F1A, F1B, F1C.  

Contact: Bogdan Lemut, Borovnjakova 1, 

9000 Murska Sobota, Slovenia, tel: +386 

41 210 144, fax: +386 2 534 81 51, email: 

muracup@siol.net, web:  

www.freeweb.siol.net/muracup 

March 14-15 

Gjovik, Norway 

Holiday on Ice. World cup F1A, F1B, F1C, 

F1Q. Contact: Tor Bortne, Jernbanev 28, 

2840 Reinsvoll, Norway, tel: +47 611 97 

463 or +47 920 95 329, fax: +47 611 52 

606, email: tobortne@bbnett.no, web:  

home.online.no/~vnereng/ 

March 14-15 

Hranice, Czech 

Republic 

Winter Cup. 2 F1E events World cup. 
Contact: Vojtech Zima, Smetanovo nabr. 
1840, 75301 Hranice, Czech Republic, tel: 
+420 604 58 97 92, fax: +420 581 60 44 
45, email: vzima@sigmapumpy.com web:  
www.modelarihranice.ic.cz 

March 15 

Middle Wallop 

Fun Fly and Trimming Day. See FFn 0901.  

Contact: Mike Parker, tel 0118 9481392, 

email: membership@sam1066.org 

March 21-22 

Matfors, Sweden 

Matfors VT International. World cup F1A, 
F1B, F1C. Contact: Mikael Holmbom, 
Österlo 140, 860 13 Stöde, Sweden, tel: 
+46 76 116 91 33,  email: 
mikael.holmbom@matforsmfk.se, web:  
www.matforsmfk.se/matforsvt 

March 22 

Area Venues 

BMFA 2nd Area. C/G, F1B 

(Weston/Plugge), F1J/BMFA1/2A, Mini 

Vintage (Plugge), P30 (Plugge). 

April 3 
Liptovsky 
Mikulas, 
Slovakia 

Liptov Cup. F1E. Contact: Jaroslav Kostan, 
Zaturcianska 47, 036 01 Martin, Slovakia, 
tel: +421 907 217 539,  email: 
jaro@kostanmodel.sk,    www.rcmklub.sk 

April 5 
Area Venues 

BMFA 3rd Area. C/R (Gamage), F1C/F1Q 
(Halfax/Plugge), F1H, SLOP (Plugge), 
Tailless (Plugge). 

April 7-8 
Narrandera, 
NSW, Australia 

Southern Cross Cup. World cup F1A, F1B, 
F1C. Contact: Tahn Stowe,  
stowes@ozemail.com.au  www.nswffs.com.au 

April 9-13 
Narrandera, 
NSW, Australia 

AFFSociety Championships. World cup 
F1A, F1B, F1C. Phil Mitchell, tel: +61 24 
38 43 217, email: filnoels@bigpond.net.au  
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NEWS FROM BMFA FF TECH COMMITTEE 

New technical committee 

The committee for 2009 is: 

Mike Woodhouse - Chairman,  Chris Strachan - Secretary,  
John Carter - Treasurer,   Peter Williams – PRO, Phil Ball – 
Safety Officer and Results Coordinator,  Trevor Grey, Mike 
Francies – FAIR Representative and Council Delegate,  Andy 
Brough – SAM 35 Representative.  

International Teams 

The following team members have now been confirmed for the 
2009 World Championships in Croatia: 

F1A  D Oldfield, T Nicholson, P Ball.  
 Reserves -  P Williams, R. Jack 
F1B  R Peers, B Martin, R Jones  
 Reserves -  M Woolner, M Woodhouse 

F1C  A Jack, P Watson, S Screen, 
 Reserves - N Allen, K Faux  

The Way Ahead 

Plans for this conference on Free Flight in the coming seasons 
are now well advanced. The date and venue are now confirmed 
as Sunday 1st March 2009, The Gliding Centre, Husbands 
Bosworth, Near Market Harborough, Leicestershire. Start time 
is 9:30. 

The conference will look at some of the important issues in 
front of UK Free Flight in the next few years. The object is to 
improve the relationship between the requirements of the 
discipline and its participants through comprehensive 
discussions. The following subjects are at the centre of the Free 
Flight Technical Committee’s (FFTC) focus and will form the 
root of the day’s discussion, though it’s likely that the 
discussions will broaden into other connected topics.  

 Contest calendar – content and venues. 
 Classes and rules. 
 Team selection methods and procedures.  
 The advance of Technology, particularly in the FAI 

classes, and the impact of Radio D/T. 

The day will feature speakers from the FFTC presenting the 
current and future thinking on the main subjects. Other 
speakers will also be giving their personal views and opinions 
on these subjects in short pre-booked slots. Question and 
Answer sessions will follow and, in addition, there may be 
smaller presentations on related topics. The day will finish with 
an open discussion. However, there will no votes taken. The 
object is to take opinion that will enable the FFTC to better 

structure its management of Contest Free Flight through the 
coming years. 

There is no charge to attend – we need your input to make the 
event properly constructive. Lunch will be provided free but to 
ensure we cater for the right numbers pre-booking is necessary; 
contact Chris Strachan at chris.strachan@btinternet.com  , 
phone 01223 860498. If you want to book a slot to speak on 
the main or connected subjects contact Mike Woodhouse: 
mike@freeflightsupplies.co.uk  , phone 01603 457754.         

Rule Changes 

A further reminder that all the rule changes detailed in the last 
issue of this news will take effect from January 1st 2009.  

The rule change process lasting 2 years was adopted in 2008 
(the 2009 changes were a tiding-up of those changes already in 
the pipeline). This means that the next cycle will commence for 
proposed changes in 2010. Any proposals for 2010 changes 
should be submitted before July 2009 to enable proper 
discussion and comment gathering. After this the next change 
process will commence in 2011 for implementation in 2012.  

Free Flight Contest Entry Fees 2009 

A reminder that entry fees for 2009 BMFA events will be as 
follows: 

Juniors  All classes/all events   Free 

Centralised events Day ticket £5, all events are included 
in day ticket, plus £5 site charge. 

Area Centralised Day ticket £5, all events are included 
in day ticket, plus any ‘area’ site 
charge. 

Team selection seniors £20 per meeting or pre-entry £40 for 
all 3 meetings. One fee covers all three 
classes. 

F1E meetings Seniors £5 

FAIR Space events Seniors and Juniors.   Site charge only 
for all meetings, including  trials 

E-mail and Web Site 

The FFTC has now combined a number of e-mail lists for the 
distribution of this news, and other notices. This should ensure 
that as many fliers as possible receive urgent news. The list is 
also used for the distribution of results.  If you’d prefer not to 
be on this combined list please contact the distributor Peter 
Williams at peter.f1a@virgin.net  . In addition if you know of 
anyone, not already listed, who would like to receive this news 

and any other FFTC notices please pass the address on to them. 

The current issue, together with back issues and other notices 
and items of interest, also appears on the FFTC Web site: 
www.freeflightuk.org  

Results Service 

Phil Ball will continue to provide the Results Service. If you 
want to receive results by E Mail please ensure that Phil has 
your current E Mail address. Contact him at 
phil.ball@ntlworld.com. Please note that Phil has found many 
E Mail addresses are no longer valid and has had to delete 
them from his list. 

Free Flight Conference 

The BMFA Free Flight Tech. Committee have arranged a 
conference on free flight in the UK at The Gliding Centre, 
Husband Bosworth Airfield, Lutterworth, Leicestershire 
(www.theglidingcentre.co.uk) on Sunday 1 March from 9.30 
until 4.00pm. The objective is to discuss and develop ideas for 
the way forward to ensure free flight remains a vibrant 
aeromodelling activity with as many active participants as 
possible across the whole age range. 

Subjects covered will include: 

 The contest calendar including the Free flight and Space 
Nationals, the galas and decentralised events. 

 The classes and rules. 
 The team selection meetings and selection methods 
 The advance of Technology particularly in the FAI classes 

The day will feature speakers from within the FFTC presenting 
the current thinking and ideas together with other speakers who 
wish to make a contribution to the debate. This is your chance 
to have your say so please get in touch with the Chairman of 
the FFTC, Mike Woodhouse (call 01603 457754), to book a 10 
minute slot. After the presentations there will be a chance to 
make individual points and there will then be an open forum to 

bring together the various views and ideas. 

Lunch will be provided and there will be breaks for coffee. 

There is no charge to attend the session, however in order to 
ensure that we cater for the right number we would like to 

know if you are coming: 

Please advise Chris Strachan  - Tel. 01223 860498 or E mail: 

chris.strachan@btinternet.com  

Make a date to be there and have your say on the direction that 
free flight takes within the UK! 
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STONEHENGE CUP  - ADVANCE NOTICE 

A chance to air those lower tech F1As, Bs and Cs you already 
have, in competition with the high tech. planes. 

We all know good flyers who have seen the high performances 
achieved by some of the latest technological developments and 
been deterred from competing in the international classes. The 
FFTC have been looking for ways to encourage broader 
participation and have some ideas on how this may be 
achieved. To test practicality we plan to try some of them out 
during the 2009 Stonehenge Cup World Cup event. This year, 
in addition to the usual F1A, F1B, F1C/P and F1Q classes, 
there will be three additional ‘Lower-tech’ A, B and C classes. 
The rules for these classes have been set to provide an 
equivalent performance to the current F1A, B and C classes but 
without the current technology.   

Entrants to these “Lower-Tech” classes will fly from the same 

flight line as the World Cup entrants but on different poles. 
Scores for Flyers competing on this basis will still be included 
on the main score sheets to show performance against the 
World Cup entrants. Although those participating with 
alternative specification models will not be eligible for World 
Cup points or the official trophies they will receive a certificate 
and a bottle of wine if they finish in the top 3 overall or a bottle 
of wine if in the top 5. They will also have the satisfaction of 
flying against some of the top flyers in the world. Entry for 
flyers taking part in the “Lower-Tech” classes will only be at 
the standard BMFA rate of £5 and of course an FAI licence 
won‘t be needed for those flyers. 

Eligible alternative specifications will be as follows: 

F1A-UK Glider 

Surface Area 32 – 34 dm2 
Maximum length of towline loaded by 5 kg  60 m 
There is no minimum weight requirement. 

Tow Hooks are restricted to permanently fixed, non-moving 
types that do not permit any movement of the model’s surfaces, 
either while connected to the towline or after launch. Models 
are restricted to fixed non moving surfaces – i.e. multiple-
rudder movement, variable incidence tails or wings, or any 
other ‘moving trim functions’ are not permitted. A once-off 
rudder movement on launch is permitted, as is any form of DT.  

F1B-UK Rubber 

Surface Area 17 – 19 dm2 
Maximum weight of motor(s) lubricated 40 g 
There is no minimum weight requirement. 

Models are restricted to fixed non moving surfaces and 
propeller blades – i.e. auto-rudder, variable incidence tails or 
wings, variable pitch or diameter or delayed release props, or 
any another ‘moving trim functions’ are not permitted. Any 
form of DT is permitted. 

F1C-UK Power 

Surface Area 25 – 35 dm2 
Maximum swept volume of motor(s) 2.5 cm3 
Maximum duration of motor run  10 sec from 

release of model 
There is no minimum weight requirement.  
Motors are restricted to plain bearing types using fixed (non-
folding propellers) – fuel is not restricted and pressurised 
supply is permitted. Models are restricted to fixed non moving 
surfaces – i.e. auto-rudder, variable incidence tails or wings, or 
any other ‘moving trim functions’ are not permitted. Any form 
of DT is permitted. 

The organisers wish to encourage a return to flying FAI 
‘International classes’ by those who have become deterred 
from flying them by the high cost and ‘over-complex’ 

technology. A look at the specifications set out will show that 
most flyers already have models that will fit these 
requirements, or can be very easily modified to suit. Even 
building and trimming one from scratch, in time for the event 
is an achievable task… Get started now and ‘enjoy’ flying FAI 
again.    

So if you have an eligible plane and think you would like to 
compete please contact Peter Williams – E mail 
peter.f1a@virgin.net or Phone 01252 842120 so that you can 
be sent an entry form when they are issued. 

We must emphasize that running the above extra classes 
alongside the main World Cup classes will not be allowed to 
affect the World Cup event.  

OBITUARIES 

Three major American free flighters passed away in late 2008. 

Difficult to do justice to their contributions, the following is 
extracted from the tributes on SEN. 

Frank Parmenter 1922 – 2008 

Reid Simpson: 

Frank was born and raised in Chicago Ill. In the years leading 
up to World War II, Frank, as a teenager, had achieved 
National fame for his many wins around Chicago (a free flight 
hot spot in those days) and at the National Championships.  

In 1941-42, Frank was enlisted to go to Langley Field Virginia 
(along with other young men who build and flew models) to go 
to work for NACA. They built the models that were used in the 
wind tunnel testing for WWII fighters and bombers. Frank was 
held out of WWII service until close to the end of the war. He 
then served as a crewmember of a C46 that flew throughout the 
Pacific. 

Frank returned to Virginia and continued to work for NACA. 
 He and his wife Sandy were married in the later 40s and raised 
a family of three, Jean, Charles and Mark. Frank then 
continued in his winning ways locally and nationally. When 
international FF competition started up in the early 1950s in 
the glider, rubber and gas events, Frank started to fly all three. 
In the years that followed, Frank made the Wakefield team and 
flew in numerous World Championships on the USA team. He 
also served as the USA team manager multiple times taking 
young Mark with him on several occasions. 

When NACA, now called NASA, moved to Houston in 1962, 
Frank and family made the transition with the Aerospace 
division. Frank came as head of the NASA Machine shop and 
retired from NASA in the mid 70’s. Having been flooded out 

twice in Houston, Frank moved the family to Georgetown TX 
soon after his retirement. 

 As the years passed, Frank flew less but stayed deeply 
involved with running contests at the Seguin Aux field, for 
many years Frank and the late Russ (Bear) Snyder ran the Tri-
city Annual as the CDs. Even these last few years, Frank 
always attended all of the Texas contests and many others on a 
national level. At all of these events, Frank was recognized as 
one of the sport of Free Flight’s early pioneers who contributed 
so much to all of us who followed. 

George Xenakis 1929-2008  

George, like Frank, had worked in the aerospace industry at 
NASA and Lockheed. His contributions to free flight extended 
to much more that his places on the USA Wakefield team: he 
published many technical articles, developed an early 
recording thermal detector, helped school model flying 
programmes, and was US representative on the CIAM FF 
Subcommittee for many years. As chairman I found his 
contributions always most valuable  both in written responses 
and at the technical meetings. 
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Pierre Chaussebourg:  

George Xenakis has been for many years the US representative 

for Free Flight, at the CIAM meetings. For many years, we met 

in Paris, and George had always a nice message for me, from 

Bob White. Once, I gave him a big box to carry with him back 

to California: it was an F1C model that Roger Simpson had left 

in the corn fields of Poitou. This model had been found after 

the contest and I made a strong box for Georges to carry it 

back. The cover was screwed to the box, and in case the 

customs would have liked to look inside, I gave a small screw 

driver to Georges... The year after, he gave me that screw 

driver back... I still have it. 

An other story: in 1991, we had a World Champ in Zrenjanin 

in former Yugoslavia. It was the beginning of the big troubles 

in that country, and exceptionally, the USA team was formed 

only of the competitors and team manager( no supporters). 

George was flying F1B. Bob Isaacson was also in the team. I 

was in the French team, flying F1B. At a dinner, I brought a 

goat cheese that I had brought from home, especially for Bob 

Isaacson who loved them. After dinner, George came to me 

and told me that this cheese was exactly the same cheese that 

his Grand mother who was from Greece, was making when he 

was a kid. He had never got the opportunity to eat some since 

that time..There were tears in his eyes... 

Bill Hartill, age 84 

Roger Morell: 

Bill was one of those that lead the original SCAT members to 

leave the San Valeers and form our club.  The motivation of 

those founders was focus on FAI events, following the rules as 

a way to raise the level of American Free Flight to world class.  

Bill insisted that the event should be run following the rules 

and that as a contest director he had no favorites. In running the 

two World Champs he organized the event for the contestants 

and made sure that everyone in the organizing team did that 

too. 

At the club meeting this weekend we were discussing the plans 

for the 50th Anniversary of the Southern California Aero 

Team.  We had already contacted Bill who said that he wanted 

to come the February from his retirement home in Arizona to 

see his FAI friends at Lost Hills as part of our celebrations.  

We invite you to remember Bill and his 8 friends with us at our 

50th Anniversary next year. 

Martin Dilly: 

Bill Hartill will be much missed by his many friends in Europe, 

where Inza and he toured the free flight contests for many 

years in his battered blue and white VW Camper with Free 

Flight Gipsy written on the back. Their adventures and running 

repairs to the van never stopped them turning up at World Cup 

contests, including one in Ukraine, en route to which they had 

to beat a rapid night-time retreat after a roadside encounter 

with would-be robbers. 

Bill flew on C-46s over the Hump between India and China 

during the War and was a part of the CAF's team that helped to 

keep China Doll airworthy at Camarillo. He also owned a Piper 

Cub which he ferried from the East Coast to California with 

minimal navaids. 

I arranged for Bill to proxy fly one of the New Zealand models 

at the Plovdiv World Championships in 1975 and the journey 

there on the Orient Express forms part of his excellent World 

Free Flight Review. He was an enthusiast for FAI flying as 

well as an internationalist and had the practical approach and 

can-do spirit that made his generation a very special one.  

COUPE EUROPA, MIDDLE WALLOP, NOV 30 

The Croydon club, who ran the 2008 Coupe Europa at Middle 
Wallop on Nov. 30th, were surprised and gratified at the 
turnout, considering the foul weather that was forecast and that 
duly arrived. The wind speed, wind direction and sporadic 
drizzle dictated a reduced max of 90 seconds, but thankfully no 
fly-off was needed. 

Phil Brown, a very welcome relative newcomer to contest 
flying, flies beautifully-built large F1Gs and was very active 
throughout the contest, chasing his models immediately after 
launch, clad in an increasingly soggy-looking black leotard as 
worn by cyclists. His efforts were rewarded by a convincing 
F1G first place, almost a minute ahead of Trevor Grey. Trevor 
dug out a relatively scruffy old F1G that showed that he’d lost 
none of his skill as a rubber flyer after concentrating on electric 
models for a while. Third placing Andrew Longhurst, a small 
rubber specialist, was typically active, flying in both Vintage 

and F1G classes.  

Previous winner Rex Oldridge decided to attend at the last 
minute in spite of the forecast and was well rewarded by 
winning the AAA Trophy for Vintage Coupe d’Hiver. Rex, 
who has built most of the Vintage Coupe designs, flew his 
Bagatelle so well that if he’d flown to the same standard for 
five flights, would have won F1G.  

The Tolhurst family were a blur of activity, with Peter flying 
both Vintage and F1G, and taking an excellent second place in 
Vintage with a Michel Etienvre design. Son Olly successfully 
retained the status of junior Coupe champion with four well-
judged F1G flights. 

Renowned rough weather expert Spencer Willis dropped his 
first F1G flight, so turned to Vintage, securing third place, 
using a Bagatelle for his first flight and a Macahon for the rest. 

The tradition of the Aeromodeller Trophy goes back to 1975 
and the meeting being the final round of the Southern Coupe 
League also drew competitors. It was rounded off with a 
blessedly warm and dry prizegiving in the Museum, with 
coffee and bickies for all. 

F1G - Aeromodeller Trophy  22 flew 
1 P Brown CM 431 
2 T Grey MFFG 380 
3 A Longhurst SAM35 375 

Vintage Coupe d’Hiver – AAA Trophy  5 flew 
1 R Oldridge 3:41 
2 P Tolhurst Hayes 3:34 
3 S Willis Croydon 2:57 
4 R Woodruffe B & W  2:35 

5 R Willes Crawley 0:22 

Flitehook Team Trophy  
Crookham Contest Modellers 

SOUTHERN COUPE LEAGUE 

Report by Roger Wilkes. 

The 2008 Southern Coupe League featured seven qualifying 
events starting in February and finishing with the Coupe 
Europa in November. Overall the weather was better than in 
2007 with the first event the Crookham Gala at Middle Wallop 
having perfect flying conditions. This attracted 22 entries who 
put in consistent flights creating a large flyoff. Close flight 
times were seen in the performance flyoff with Peter Hall 
coming out on top giving him a good start to the season. 

The next event was the London Gala on Salisbury Plain. This 
proved a difficult site to get on and off due to the very muddy 
conditions. Light winds persisted at first but later reduced 
creating reasonable conditions but little lift. Dave Greaves 
mastered the cool air winning this event and being the only 
competitor to max out. 
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Unfortunately the next event, the Spring Gala at Odiham, 
suffered from cold and very turbulent conditions. Maxes were 
reduced to keep models within the drome. A small entry flew, 
with Peter Hall coming out on top. 

Luckily the Southern Gala had perfect weather attracting a 
healthy 21 Coupe flyers. Unfortunately there was full size 
aircraft activity during the day se we were only required to fly 
three 2 minute maxes. This lead to a large fly off which took 
place in the evening producing a wonderful slow performance 
flyoff in virtually still air. Out of the 9 that flew Roy Vaughn 
was the last to land with a winning flight of 4 min 32 sec. 

The Sixth Area meeting held at the Southern venues proved to 
be a difficult day with constant rain and wind stopping many 
contestants from flying. The ones that did fly in the afternoon 
found it difficult to put five maxes together. However, Roy 
Vaughn only narrowly dropped one flight for a win and 
maximum League points.  

Next came the new Crookham Coupe Day at Middle Wallop. 
Although the morning’s flying was curtailed because of thick 
mist we were treated to a perfect afternoon of blue sky and 
sunshine. This attracted an entry of 26 competitors who really 
enjoyed the conditions and short retrieves on this flat grassed 
site. Surprisingly only five people maxed out even though only 
four 2-minute flights were required in the afternoon. The 
results after the flyoff showed the top four places were all 
Crookham members indicating the overall high standard that 
has now been achieved. All the models flown are different in 
design and configuration but have been carefully developed 
over the last two seasons. 

The final qualifying event was the Coupe Europa which had 
had very bad weather the past two years. Yet again the wind 
blew but this time the rain came with it for the entire day. In 
spite of this a good number of people decided to fly and 
possibly gain extra points towards the Coupe League. The max 

was cut to 1½ minutes to keep models within the drome but the 
hazard became the sewage compound which captured several 
models during the day. Visibility became a problem and 
models retrieved  were often too wet to be flown. Few maxes 
had been recorded throughout the day but a new name 
appeared on the leader board with three maxes and a total score 
way above the rest. Peter Brown had demonstrated that his 
impressive looking models not only looked good but flew 
extremely well in bad conditions. He used his medium sized 
balsa-carbon model on four flights then had to use his larger 
double function model for his last flight. When he launched it 
the wind and rain had increased but the climb pattern was good 
taking the model high and way out of the drome. Unfortunately 
he did not find the model the next day. This was a thoroughly 
deserved win for Peter Brown who also finished ninth in the 
Southern League. 

The above Coupe events had a total of 51 entrants compared to 
35 in 2007 which is very encouraging. Competitors best five 
scores from the seven events counted. Yet again this was a 
closely contested league finish with Peter Hall winning for the 
second year running by two points. The full results are 
available on the Crookham website 
www.cavgrove.freeserve.co.uk 

For 2009 the Oxford Rally will be included as a Southern 
Coupe League qualifying event making eight in all. These are 
as follows: 

Crookham Gala, Middle Wallop, Feb 8 

London Gala, Salisbury Plain, April 9 

Spring Gala, Odiham, date TBC 

Oxford Rally, Port Meadow, June 7 

Southern Gala, Little Rissington, Sept 4 

Crookham Coupe Day, Middle Wallop, Sept 20 

BMFA 6th Area, Beaulieu/Merryfield/Ashdown, October 18 

Coupe Europa, Middle Wallop, December 6 
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1 P Hall Crookham 14 10 12 7 5 8  51 19 

2 R Vaughn Crookham 7 4  12 13 13 1 49 19 

3 R Wilkes Crookham 11   9  10 2 32 14 

4 C Chapman Bristol &West 5 6  6 9 4  30 18 

5 A Longhurst SAM35 5 7 8 2   6 28 15 

6 D Greaves Bristol &West 3 14   4 2  23 11 

7 M Marshall Impington  7  2  6 2 17 11 

8 T Tyson Crookham 4     7 4 15 9 

9 P Brown CM      3 12 15 6 

10 E Challis Bristol &West 6   5  3  14 11 

11 J Knight Bristol &West 9   2 1   12 7 

12 P Tolhurst Hayes 0 1 6   2  9 5 

13 G Stringer East Grinstead 5   3    8 8 

14 S Willis Grantham 8       8 5 

15 T Grey        8 8 2 

16 D Neil      6   6 2 

17 D Thompson Croydon 3     2  5 5 

17 J White Croydon    3  2  5 5 

19 K Taylor East Grinstead      2 3 5 4 

20 A Crisp Biggles       5 5 3 
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OPEN RUBBER LEAGUE 

Place points awarded 15 points for first, 10 points for second, 5 points for third. Bonus points awarded one per competitor beaten, 

maximum 20. Points shown as “P+B” for Points P plus Bonus Points B, and so an entry “P+” shows just points and “+B” shows just 

bonus points. Best 5 results to count, discarded scores shown Italic. 
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1 P Ball Grantham  15+ +9 15+14 5+18     5+8 10+19 10+19  147 125 

2 C Strachan Biggles   15+20  15+20     10+9    89  

3 D Beals Croydon   +5 +5 +13    15+2 15+10   15+ 80 75 

4 C Chapman Bristol    +10 +15      15+20 +8  68  

5 G Ferrer Timperley 10+2  +8  +17    10+1  +16   64  

6 J O’Donnell Timperley 15+3  +15  10+19         62  

7 A Beals Croydon   +4 10+13     5+  5+18   55  

8 M Marshall Impingham   +2        +12 15+20  49  

9 B Martin Tynenmouth   8+19  +11       +11  49  

10 R Pollard Tynemouth   +16         5+18  39  

11 G Stringer East Grinstead   +10  +14      +15   39  

12 K Taylor East Grinstead   +11        +13 +4  28  

13 N Allen East Grinstead   8+19           27  

14 P Hall Crookham   +14         +12  26  

15 M Croome Bristol & W     +8      +17   25  

16 M Stagg MFFG    +8       +14   22  

17 P Jellis Croydon   +13 +7        +1  21  

18 A Chilton Crookham   +7 +1 +12         20  

19 T Challis      +9      +10   19  

20 D Taylor Richmond     +7     +5  +7  19  

21 S Willis Croydon    5+12      +1    18  

 

BMFA SENIOR CHAMPIONSHIP 

159 people scored in the 2008 Championships 
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1 P Ball 4 9 4 4 6 9     13 11   4 18 4 12 9 13 18 15 6   159 

2 C Strachan     3 2 4   9 9 7 8   13   6 15 6 18 9 4 4 4 121 

3 J Cooper 6       9       10 9     9 2 3     11     6 65 

4 T Grey 6   1 1     9   3 6   4 3 4     1 12 9   3 62 

5 G Peck     1   9 2           3 6   8 2 3     9 3 46 

6 S Willis 3       3   6   8     3       9 5       6 43 

7 A Shepherd 3                 9       5 1     8 8 1 4 39 

8 C Parry     4             9   6 1 6             9 35 

9 N Allen 9           5         2 4 9 2         3   34 

10 J Bailey                 3 4   9 4         9     4 33 

10 J Pennington 9 3                         9     9 3     33 

12 C Foster     1 3     4 4           4 2 6 3     2   29 

12 M Marshall                 3 4       9         9   4 29 

14 D Greaves 9       9         9                   1   28 

15 T Payne     1   4       4     6   2       9       26 

16 C Chapman                 2 2   1 4 2       12   1   24 

16 P Watson         6         6     2   9           1 24 

18 P Tribe 4           9   4                   2 4   23 

19 S Brewer                         6         12     4 22 

19 D Limbert             9               4       3   6 22 

21 J Godden         2   2             6           2 9 21 

21 G Stringer 1                       6 4 9     1       21 

23 A Beales                 6             2 8 4       20 

23 D Beales                         2     5 10       3 20 

23 A Chilton 6       2               6 3       3       20 

26 D Cox 2 1             6               1 3   2 4 19 

26 M Sibson                       9             4 4 2 19 

26 P Tolhurst 1               5 1   2   2       7 1     19 

26 R Vaughan                   1               9   9   19 

26 P Woodhouse             6         6     2       2   3 19 

31 A Crisp                   7   11                   18 

31 G Percival 2   3 3         1 2     1         2     4 18 



- 7 - 

 

FFN 

Thank you to all of you have renewed your FFn subscriptions 
for 2009. With regard to buying NFFS Symposium Reports  
from FFn, please note that from the reports mentioned on the 
subscription renewal form the 1997 and 2007 reports are now 
sold out. There are still plenty of copies of the 2003 and 2008 

reports and a few 2004 reports. 

Thanks to Cenny Breeman for most of the photos, from the 
2008 Junior World Champs, which should be just visible as 
background to Free Flight on the cover page 

FAI SPORTING CODE 

The 2009 edition of the Sporting Code has been published on 
the FAI web site. For full coverage of the rules for free flight 
events you need to download Volume ABR for the general 
rules and Volume F1 for the free flight specific rules. The 

changes in volume F1 are just a few minor corrections and 

some updated references in the organisers guides.  

http://www.fai.org/aeromodelling/documents/sc4 

Details of the proposals of future changes to the Sporting Code 
for the CIAM Plenary will be included in the February issue of 
FFn. 

BIGGLES LEAGUES 

From Roger Heap: I will compile the Biggles League 2009 
results on a website. I will also broadcast a simple email to 
those on my contact list who can catch up with scores 
whenever they like. The site is already up and running here 
<http://uk.geocities.com/roger.heap@btinternet.com/bb1.html>
  but I don't have all eligible competitions posted yet! 

Anyone who wants to change the email distribution list, or who 
has photos or anything I can use in associated web pages, 
please mail me at roger.heap@btinternet.com . Hoping for a 
good competition!  

INTERNATIONAL COMPETITION NEWS 

SUMMER CUP. The World Cup event in Poland has changed 

date from August 7-9 to August 14-16 

EUROFLY. For the World Cup event in Switzerland on 

October 31 note that the web address has been changed to 

www.modellflug.ch/f1/ 

SAM 1066 MIDDLE WALLOP 2009 

The events for 2009 are as follows, with expanded details 

where available: 

February 8th  Crookham Gala. All events to BMFA rules. 

Mini Vintage (Rubber, Power & Glider) 

Coupe d'Hiver (F1G) 5 or 3 flts depending on conditions  

Combined Power 

Models with bunt 5s 

Models with functions except bunt 7s 

Models not fitted with any moving trim surfaces 

other than DT  10s 

SLOP models Glow 10s 

SLOP models Diesel 12s 

Classic models 12s 

Vintage models 18s 

F1Q electric models 25s 

Open electric models 28s 

Combined Glider 

Vintage and Tailless gliders 100m 

Classic gliders 75m 

Modern gliders 50m 

Contact: John Thompson tel. 01252 842471, email: 

johnd.thompson@btinternet.com 

March 15th  Fun Fly and Trimming Day. Contact: Mike 

Parker, tel 0118 9481392, email: membership@sam1066.org 

April 11th  SAM 1066 Glider Day 

Vintage Glider  - designs up to 31/12/1953 -Up to 50in 

and over 50 in 100m line  

Classic Open Glider - designs from 1/1/1954 to 

31/12/1960 - Up to 50in and over 50in 75m line   

3 flights, max to be decided on the day. Contact: Rod 

Audley, Boundary Road, Coalpit Heath, Bristol, BS36 

2PU, tel: 01454 250354, email: 

rod.audley@btinternet.com 

April 12th Bournemouth MAS. Contact: John Taylor, tel: 

01202 511502 

April 13th Croydon MAC Wakefield Day. Contact: Martin 

Dilly, 20 Links Road, West Wickham, BR4 0QW tel/fax: +44 

(0)20 8777 5533 email: martindilly@compuserve.com 

May 9th & 10th SAM 35 Gala. Contact: Alan Chatfield, 27 

Causeway Terrace, Watchet, Somerset, TA23 0H tel: 01984 

634 631, email: secretary-sam35@tiscali.co.uk 

August 29-31  SAM 1066 Euro Champs (Dixielander event on 

Sunday). Contact: Mike Parker, tel: 0118 9481392, email: 

membership@sam1066.org 

September 20th Fun Flying and Trimming day. Contact: Mike 

Parker, tel: 0118 9481392, email: membership@sam1066.org 

October 11th  Fun Flying and Trimming day. Contact: Mike 

Parker, tel: 0118 9481392, email: membership@sam1066.org 

December 6th  Coupe Europa. Contact: David Beales  +44 

(0)20 8858 2714, e-mail; addickab@aol.com  or Martin Dilly, 

20 Links Road, West Wickham,  BR4 0QW  tel/fax+44 (0)20 

8777 5533, e-mail; martindilly@compuserve.com 

All those attending events at Middle Wallop who fly or operate 

model aircraft or equipment must be a member of the BMFA. 

The event organiser reserves the right to check membership at 

any time. Those who cannot provide suitable evidence will be 

asked to stop their activities. Camping available April 11-13 

and August 29-31. 

See web site for more details: http://www.sam1066.org/ 

UK COMPETITION NEWS 

OXFORD MFC FREE FLIGHT RALLY will be at Port 

Meadow, Wolvercote, Oxford on June 6 and 7. ‘Champagne 

flyoffs’ for Coupe d’Hiver (F1G), A1 glider (F1H), and 

HLG/Catapult (combined) will start at 6.30pm on the Saturday. 

Flying on Sunday starts at 10am with the events: 

Flown to 5 flights 2 min max in rounds:  CdH (F1G), A1 

(F1H), E30/P30/CO2 combined. 

Flown with 3 flights 2 min max no rounds will be: vintage 

rubber (34” max span), vintage glider (72” max span), classic 

glider 1951-1960 inclusive, tailless rubber/glider combined. 

HLG/Catapult combined will be flown to 1 min max.  

All gliders will use 50m towlines.  

No thermistors, streamers, poles, bubbles, etc. No motor 

heaters. No power models (i/c). Insurance required by all 

flyers. Light refreshments. Special awards are the Ian 

MacDonald Trophy, Top Lady, and Gala Champ. Contact: 

Andrew Crisp, 4 Grove Street, Oxford OX2 7JT tel 01865 

553800. 
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FFN INDEX 2008 

Not listed here are UK and International Competition News.  
Location shown as page/month 

MODEL DRAWINGS 

F1A Lord Flash 4 Per Findahl 16/2 

F1A PA79 Peter Allnutt 20/3 
F1A PA80 Peter Allnutt 20/3 

F1A NL3  Mike Cook 22/3 

F1A Crispy Noodle Andrew Crisp 77/8 
F1B  Alexander Andriukov 52/6 

F1C No. 16 “Move It”  John Bailey 14/2 

F1G Hurry Up Peter Hall 30/4 

F1H  Thomas Weimer 118/11 
F1Q  Q-SHIP 1 Klaus Salzer 56/6 

F1Q  George Fuller 63/7, 76/8 

50g Rubber    The Waif Phil Ball 12/2 
IHLG Nifkin Rob Romash 3/1 

IHLG Pelicatoo Jim Buxton 4/1 

ARTICLES AND NOTES 

Barkston Heath 16/2 

Biggles at the Nationals 40/4 

BMFA Free Flight 

 Calendar 2009 134/12 

 Contest Results Service 38/4 

 FFTC news  5/1, 12/2, 32/4, 42/5, 

  62/7, 76/8, 108/10, 114/11 

 Plugge 79/8, 106/10, 120/11 

 Senior Championships 68/7, 48/5, 

  80/8,105/10,120/11 

 Showcase at the August RC Nats 63/7 

Carrots 32/4 

Carrying models by air 26/3 

Chobham Tree Chop 108/10 

Christmas events at Church Fenton 138/12 

Church Fenton Easter Dates, and BOM 9/1 

Championships: 

 British supporters for Bulgaria 27/3 

 British Teams For Bulgaria 74/8 

 Indoor World, Serbia 84/9 

 Junior World F1ABP, Ukraine 87/9 

 Euro F1ABC, Bulgaria, 94/10 

 Euro F1E, Germany 100/10 

CIAM 

 Bureau Meeting, Dec 08 128/12 

 2008 Competition calendar 9/1 

 2009 Competition Calendar 129/12 

 Plenary Meeting, March 08 30/4 

 Sporting Code 9/1, 26/3 

 World Championships 2009 108/10 

Correspondence  

 I Davitt, Crisp 6/1 

 J Bailey 15/2 

 Hipperson 25/3 

 J Bailey, Dilly 40/4 

 Boutillier 49/5 

 D Davitt - Plugge Cup 138/12 

Dixielander Anniversary 138/12 

Down Memory Lane 8/1 

Epic Cat 2 IHLG Battle, from both sides 2/1 

FAI Free Flight Records 16/2, 138/12 

FFn  9/1, 42/5, 138/12 

FFn Index 2007 10/1 

Found at Middle Wallop 45/5 

Free Flight Forum 50/5, 82/8, 124/11, 132/12 

Indoor: 

 BMFA Indoor 16/2, 28/3, 50/5, 72/7, 

   107/10, 124/11 

 Cardington Gala Weekend 82/8 

 Indoor Trials results 25/3, 50/5 

It’s the ancillaries that fill the car… 135/12 

Leagues: 

 Biggles  2008 25/3, 107/10, 137/12 

 Southern Coupe  2007 8/1 

 Southern Coupe 2008 25/3, 72/7, 

  108/10, 124/11 

Noticeboard 9/1, 16/2, 27/3, 50/5, 60/6, 

   92/9, 124/11, 138/12 

Obituary: Joe Maxwell 40/4 

Open Rubber League 107/10 

Postals: 

 Cloud Tramp 2008 137/12 

 Jim Moseley Competitions 69/7, 81/8 

 Lulu  2007 15/2 

 Lulu  2008  39/4, 136/12 

 Tailless 60/6 

Stonehenge Cup 27/3 

Stroke symptoms 39/4 

Suspicious Circumstances in Bulgaria 135/12 

Tailless News Extra 9/1 

They do it differently Downunder 27/3 

Tomy Motors 71/7 

Trimming on Salisbury Plain 16/2 

Wakefield Anniversary 108/10 

World Cup 

 Latest positions 92/9 

 F1C World Cup 2007 22/3 

 F1E Final positions 122/11 

ITEMS FOR SALE 
For one-off  items see Noticeboard in 

articles and notes section 

Andy Crisp's World of FF Model Aircraft 

 60/6, 72/7 
Free Flight Forum Report 2008 60/6 
Carbon spars, Peers 138/12 
Fibreglass poles 108/10 
Fishing reels 124/11 
NFFS Symposium Report 2008 92/9, 122/11 
Plastic box 38/4 
Rubber model propellers, Woodhouse 82/8 
Ruyter Trackers 49/5 
Sidus F1C electronic timer 48/5 

CONTEST RESULTS 
Chronological order, start date only given to 

save space on some entries 

Coupe Europa, Middle Wallop, Dec 3 7/1 

South West Regionals, Arizona, Jan 19 20/3 

Crookham Gala, Middle Wallop,Feb 10 26/3 

California Cup F1E, Lost Hills, Feb 12 24/3 

Bob White Maxmen, Lost Hills,  Feb 15 24/3 

Folding an a Flapping.  MaxMen 2008 33/4 

Viabon 2008,  Feb 23-24 34/4 

BMFA 1st Area Meeting, March 2 38/4 

Bear Cup, Sakyla, Finland, March 8-9 36/4 

Mura cup, Moravske, Slovenia, Mar 14 36/4 

Winter Cup F1E, Czech Rep, Mar 15-16 46/5 

Holiday on Ice, Gjovik, Norway,Mar 15 36/4 

Indoor, Nijmegen, Holland, March 16 37/4 

Australian FFS Champs, Mar 21 37/4, 42/5 

Northern Gala, Church Fenton, Mar 21 46/5 

Matfors VT, Matfors, Sweden, Mar 22 36/4 

Croydon Wakefield, M.Wallop, Mar 24 38/4 

Southern Cross Cup, Australia, Mar 25 37/4 

Kotuku Cup, NZ, March 29-April 1 52/6 

Omarama Cup, New Zealand, April 3-6 52/6 

BMFA 2nd Area Meeting, April 6 46/5 

Föhrlberg Cup F1E, Germany, April 12 46/5 

Swiss-Cup F1E, Germany, April 13 46/5 

BMFA 3rd Area Meeting, April 20 47/5 

City Cup Lucenec, Slovakia, Apil 26 52/6 

Novohrad Cup,  Slovakia, April 27 52/6 

Black Cup, Gliwice, Poland, April 27 52/6 

Baltic Cup, Madziunai, Lithuania,May 2 54/6 

Estonian Cup,  Lithuania, May 3 54/6 

Coppa Primavera, Gallio, Italy, May 3 56/6 

Coppa Sisemol, Gallio, Italy, May 4 56/6 

London Gala, Salisbury Plain, May 4-5 59/6 

Srem Cup, Zrenjanin, Serbia, May 9-11 54/6 

Stonehenge Cup,Salisbury Pln, May 10 55/6 

Mikulas Cup of Hungary F1E, May 10 56/6 

Cavalloni Cup of Hungary F1E, May 11 56/6 

Classic Power and Paisley, Newbigging,  

 May 10-11 68/7 

Kharkiv Cup, Kharkiv, Ukraine, May 16 56/6 

Spring Gala, Odiham, May 18 60/6 

BMFA F1E 60/6 

South Bohemian Cup, Czech R, May 23 56/6 

Sofia Cup, Pazardzik, Bulgaria, May 23 56/6 

BMFA FF Nationals, Barkston, May 24 58/6 

Puszta Cup,  Hungary, May 30-June 1 63/7 

Oxford Gala, Port Meadow, May 31 69/7 

Istanbul Cup, Kirklareli, Turkey, June 6 66/7 

F1E Luxor Cup, Zlatibor, Serbia, June 7 66/7 

BMFA 1st Trials, Salisbury Plain, Jun 7 67/7 

Bordeaux 2008, June 7-8 81/8 

Popa Crangu, Turda, Romania, June 12 67/7 

Turda Cup, Turda, Romania, June 13 67/7 

BMFA 4th Area Meeting, June 15 68/7 

Cup White Nights,  Russia, June 20-23 66/7 

Mem.Djodje Zigic, Serbia, June 21 66/7 

Grantham Mid Summer G.Prix, June 22 78/8 

Kazan Cup, Kazan, Russia, June 26 115/11 

Scottish Nationals, Newbigging, June 28 79/8 

Swedish Cup, Rinkaby, Sweden, July 4 76/8 

Nordic Cup of Denmark, Sweden, Jul 7 78/8 

Vörös Jenö, Tass, Hungary, July 12 78/8 

Huron Cup, Borden, Canada, Jul 12-13 78/8 

East Anglian Gala, Sculthorpe July 19 80/8 

Summer Gala, Sculthorpe, July 19-20 92/9 

Vilima Kmocha,  Croatia, July 19-20 115/11 

Antonov Cup, Kyiv, Ukraine, July 25 90/9 

Tynemouth Mini, Newcastle, July 27 80/8 

Moncontour , France, Aug 7 91/9 

Poitou, Noizé, France, August 7-9 91/9 

Izet Kurtalic, Bosnia-Herz. Aug 8 115/11 

Mostar Cup,  Bosnia-Herz. Aug 9 115/11 

Israeli FF Champs,   Aug 15-16 115/11 

Cup Salonta,  Romania, Aug 16-17 116/11 

Timperley Gala, Barkston, Aug 17 106/10 

Toszek Cup, Toszek, Poland, Aug 23 122/11 

Governor's Cup, Poland, Aug 24 122/11 

Bournemouth, Middle Wallop,Aug 24 106/10 

Bulgaria Cup, Pazardzik,  Aug 28-31 103/10 

Eifel Pokal, Germany, Aug 28-31 116/11 

Southern Gala, L.Rissington, Aug 29 104/10 

F1E , Slovakia, Sept 6-7 104/10 

Cranfield  Classic, Newbigging, Sep 7 107/10 

Siscia Cup, Sisak, Croatia, Sept 12-14 116/11 

BMFA 5th Area Meeting, Sept 14 105/10 

Berner F1E Cup,  Germany, Sept 14 103/10 

Rhon World Cup,  Germany, Sept 19 103/10 

Indoor Nationals, Digby, Sep 19-21 107/10 

BMFA 2nd Trials, Barkston, Sept 20 106/10 

F1E  Tourtenay, France, Sept 27-28 104/10 

Oxford MFC Septemberfest,  Sept 28 120/11 

3rd FAVLI, Capannori, Italy, Oct 2-5 117/11 

Anatolian Cup, Ankara, Turkey, Oct 4 116/11 

BMFA 6th Area Meeting, Oct 5 118/11 

Sierra Cup, Lost Hills, USA, Oct 7-9 117/11 

BMFA 3rd Trials, Sculthorpe, Oct 11 121/11 

USA Team Selection, Oct 11-13 121/11 

Krka Cup,  Slovenia, Oct 17-19 117/11 

Crookham Coupe d’Hiver day, Oct 12 123/11 

Grantham-Falcons Gala, Nov 9 134/12 


