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March 7-8 

Säkylä, Pori, 

Finland 

Bear Cup. World cup F1A, F1B, F1C. 

Contact: Kim Henriksson, tel: +358 41 51 

52 481,  kim.henriksson@tuottoanalyysit.fi 

March 7-8 

Salisbury Plain 

Trimming Weekend. See FFn 0902 Must 

call Peter Tribe on Friday before 01225 

862748. 

March 8 

Area Venues 

BMFA 1st Area. C/P (White), F1A 

(K&MAA/Plugge), F1G, Vintage (Plugge), 

HLG/CLG (Plugge).  

March 13-15 

Moravske 

Toplice, Slovenia 

Mura cup. World cup F1A, F1B, F1C. 

Contact: Bogdan Lemut, tel: +386 41 210 

144, fax: +386 2 534 81 51, email: 

muracup@siol.net 

March 14-15 

Gjovik, Norway 

Holiday on Ice. World cup F1A, F1B, F1C, 

F1Q. Contact: Tor Bortne, t: +47 61197463 

fax: +47 611 52 606,  tobortne@bbnett.no 

March 14-15 

Hranice, Czech 

Republic 

Winter Cup. 2 F1E events World cup.  

Contact: Vojtech Zima, t: +420604589792 

fx: +420581604445 vzima@sigmapumpy.com 

March 15 

Middle Wallop 

Fun Fly and Trimming Day. See FFn 0901.  

Contact: Mike Parker, tel 0118 9481392, 

email: membership@sam1066.org 

March 21-22 

Matfors, Sweden 

Matfors VT International. World cup F1A, 

F1B, F1C. Contact: Mikael Holmbom, 

Österlo 140, 860 13 Stöde, Sweden, tel: 

+46 76 116 91 33,  email: 

mikael.holmbom@matforsmfk.se, web:  

www.matforsmfk.se/matforsvt 

March 21-22. 

Manchester 

Velodrome 

BMFA `Wind Up’ For Spring. See FFn 

0902. Entry from 9am both days, flying to 

6pm Sat / 5pm Sunday. F1D, F1L, LRS, 

LPP, F1M, 35cm, No-Cal, F1N, Gyminnie 

Cricket. Contact Mark Benns itc@bmfa.org  

March 21-22 

Salisbury Plain 

Trimming Weekend. See entry for March 

7-8. 

March 22 

Area Venues 

BMFA 2nd Area. C/G, F1B 

(Weston/Plugge), F1J/BMFA1/2A, Mini 

Vintage (Plugge), P30 (Plugge). 

March 28-29 

Nijmegen, 

Netherlands 

International Indoor Fly In. F1D, F1L, 

F1M, F1N, F1M small, Sainte, F4F, F4D, 

F4E and Pistachio. Cat. I hall. Contact: 

Roel Lucassen    rlucas@dds.nl 

March 28-29 

Salisbury Plain 

Trimming Weekend. See entry for March 

7-8. 

April 3 

Liptovsky 

Mikulas, 

Slovakia 

Liptov Cup. F1E. (Not World Cup) 

Contact: Jaroslav Kostan, Zaturcianska 47, 

036 01 Martin, Slovakia, tel: +421 907 217 

539,  email: jaro@kostanmodel.sk 

April 4-5 

Digby 

BMFA Indoor. 4th: all classes. 5th flying 

subject to RAFMAA. Contact: Mark Benns 

or Allan Weighell via email itc@bmfa.org 

April 4-5 

Salisbury Plain 

Trimming Weekend. See entry for March 

7-8. 

April 5 

Area Venues 

BMFA 3rd Area. C/R (Gamage), F1C/F1Q 

(Halfax/Plugge), F1H, SLOP (Plugge), 

Tailless (Plugge). 

April 7-8 

Narrandera, 

NSW, Australia 

Southern Cross Cup. World cup F1A, F1B, 

F1C.. Contact: Tahn Stowe, PO Box 4138, 

Winmalee NSW 2777, Australia, tel: +61 

24 75 41 334, fax: +61 24 75 41 334, 

email: stowes@ozemail.com.au, web:  

www.nswffs.com.au  

April 9-13 

Narrandera, 

NSW, Australia 

Australian Free Flight Society 

Championships. World cup F1A, F1B, 

F1C. Contact: Phil Mitchell, PO Box 44, 

Terrigal NSW 2260, Australia, tel: +61 24 

38 43 217, fax: +61 24 36 78 316, email: 

filnoels@bigpond.net.au  

April 10-14 

Nalchik, Russia 

Naloev Cup. World cup F1A, F1B, F1C, 

F1P. Contact: Andrey Naloev, Russia, tel: 

+7 928 910 4605, fax: +7 866 277 44 47, 

email: naloev@mail.ru  

April 10  

(Good Friday) 

Church Fenton 

BMFA Northern Gala. B/G (CMA), B/R 

(Caton), B/P (Hamley), O/E, SLOP 

(Falcons), F1G, F1H, F1J/BMFA1/2A, 

Mini-vintage, CO2, E30, HLG, CLG. 

Contact: Denis Davitt 0113 2675433 

April 11 

Chrusch Fenton 

Vintage Pannet and Kay, and MV League.   

Details from Joe Northrop 0113 2581292 

April 11-12 

Salisbury Plain 

Trimming Weekend. See entry for March 

7-8. 

April 11-13 

Middle Wallop 

See FFn 0901+0902. 11: SAM 1066 Glider 

Day; 12: Bournemouth; 13: Croydon Wake 
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THE WAY AHEAD 

Notes from a conference on the future of free flight, March 1. 

Ian Kaynes and Michael Warren 

Organised by the Free Flight Tech Committee, this lively event 
attracted more than 60 people to a day of ideas and discussions 
– and some disputes – held at the Gliding Centre at Husbands 
Bosworth Airfield in Leicestershire. The most extraordinary 
thing to emerge was probably the increasing and vociferous 
concern about the impact of technology on the numbers 
competing in the three major FAI events, and therefore on the 
future of much international free flight activity. More on this a 
little later… 

Admirably chaired by Mike Woodhouse, the event started on 
time and by and large stuck to its timetable throughout the day. 
An impressive achievement, not least considering the 
occasional bouts of dissent and heckling from the back of the 
room. The detailed papers and findings from the day, and their 
implications for the future, will be available from FFTC in due 
course. 

1. FFTC overview 

The first session was devoted to the thoughts of the Committee. 
Chris Strachan summarised the various roles of FFTC and 
gave an initial outline of what would emerge as some of the 
themes of the day – for example, the nature and structure of the 
contest calendar, the impact of the age and comparative frailty 
of some of us (the average age of those in the hall was 
probably just the wrong side of 60) and the increasing cost of 
travel. He also mentioned the problem of flying sites and made 
a point echoed by others more than once during the day, that 
‘we plan for our models to go off the airfield’. The 
implications of this are clear: we need to care for all – all – the 
areas we use. The consequence of, say, losing the use of 
Barkston Heath would be enormous. 

Phil Ball presented some data on the varying number of 
classes and competition entries in the UK over the last 20 
years. The scene is hardly promising though it was noted that 
bad weather, particularly at the Nationals, can distort the 
figures. It was suggested that a source of newish blood may be 
those ex-competitors who are still interested and for various 
reasons no longer active, but who could perhaps be encouraged 
to return. 

Team selection was discussed by John Carter. Are we looking 
for individual or team success at World and European 
Championships, or perhaps simply maximising the 
opportunities for people to represent their country? Though 
much of what he said has been on the agenda for decades  – 
with John O’Donnell as walking proof – there’s never been any 
real agreement about these questions. And should teams be 
selected by UK competition only (and if so, how many and 
how should the scores be assessed?) or by building in results 
from the European circuit and World Cup events further afield? 
Or even by selection, but then who should select the selectors? 

Trevor Grey dealt with technology and outlined the paper 
produced by FFTC and sent to the FAI, and now on both 
websites. Technological development is inherent to mankind’s 
nature, and therefore to sport, but does not invariably have 
desirable outcomes and can even lead to dead ends. F1 motor 
racing has had to scrap entire specifications in the past, and 
free flight should have the courage to consider whether 
comparable decisions are needed. F1A, B and C are 
unattractive classes to many, indeed probably most free flight 
activists. The complexity and cost of the technology may be 
part of an admirable search for perfection but is it also a 
development that risks driving away all but the most affluent 
and/or technically skilled and/or obsessed? The classes will 
certainly die if the entire specifications are scrapped, so it is 
necessary to put something alongside them to attract other 
competitors, and a first step down this road will be the 

experiment at this year’s Stonehenge Cup (detailed in the 
January 2009 FFn, p 3). 

The links between space modelling and free flight (and the 
FFTC) were discussed by Mike Francies, who noted that 
despite the obvious differences and much initial wariness, the 
two disciplines are now working well together and have a great 
deal in common, notably that they are mainly duration events, 
need a lot of airspace, and have large numbers of non-
competitive sport flyers. 

Andy Brough followed a similar path, describing the coming 
together of SAM35, vintage and the FFTC. He too hoped there 
would be increasing links between these two traditionally 
separate types of free flight. 

Finally in this first session, Phil Ball returned to discuss the 
lack of juniors in free flight. Do we want to encourage them 
(are there really any out there who could be encouraged?) and, 
if so, how do we go about it? Evidence from America and, to 
some extent, from the UK suggests that it’s possible to make 
progress, perhaps by providing area mentors and perhaps 
donating old but serviceable models to youngsters who want to 
give it a try. But (and this was a theme that emerged 
throughout the day in several different contexts) it will only 
work if the current activists – that’s us – are willing to give 
their time and encouragement and do the work.  Phil recalled 
that he had organised two Junior Championships British teams 
in the nineties and from the 9 juniors involved 3 had gone on to 
fly in senior teams. 

This part of the conference ended with immediate thoughts 
from those attending on what we had heard. Many of these 
points were picked up again later in the day, but amongst those 
mentioned were the following: 

 those volunteering to work with juniors will have to be 
cleared and approved by local social services or central 
government departments given current fears about child 
safety; 

 however enthusiastic and knowledgeable we may be, for 
many of us, our age, appearance and way of speaking will 
have little credibility with youngsters; 

 running some contests on Saturday could help avoid a 
problem of juniors returning home late after a Sunday 
contest 

 free flight could make itself better known via local 
authority sports websites; 

 lessons may be learned from other sports organisations 
across the country, many of whom are facing comparable 
problems of dwindling activity amongst the young; 

 woodwork and metalwork are disappearing from schools in 
the face of health and safety legislation, thus reducing 
youngsters’ familiarity with, or interest in, making things.  

2. The view from the floor 

After a coffee break but before lunch David Phipps gave a 
useful outline of the relationship between free flight and the 
BMFA head office, and this was followed by contributions 
from a number of familiar figures from the UK scene. 

John O’Donnell said that the problems of free flight included 
that we are all getting older, venues are getting difficult, and 
out models have excessive performance. We have an active 
vintage/nostalgia activity with only limited interest in 
competition, an FAI section with an increasing proportion of 
purchased models and reluctance to fly them in UK events, and 
domestic flyer who fall between the two extremes. JOD 
suggested leaving FAI models out of the domestic programme 
(except for trials), tidy up vintage/nostalgia rules between the 
BMFA and the SAM groups, extend the contest calendar 
throughout the year and space out area events more evenly. 
Drastically reduce model performance.  
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David Brawn pointed out the contrast between Championships 
in which a class is more or less completed in a single day 
compared to the trials spread over three weekends. He 
advocated trials run over a single weekend and also suggested 
that everyone including the team manager should pay their 
own entry fee and all expenses – a suggestion welcomed by the 
BMFA officials present. 

The image of free flight was discussed by Martin Dilly. 
Contest free flight is unknown outside its practioners, and 
modelling opinions include free flight as being models with no 
control or models that are flown before progressing to RC (and 
also noting the sub-heading of the BMFA column by Mike 
Woodhouse). He also observed the poor image resulting from 
the “Free Flight Jamboree” on Saturday evening of the RC 
Nats, when sports models are launched with little consideration 
of safety and enjoying crashes. Martin also noted some 
continued value of the sports recognition which had been 
gained years ago. One of the advantages of FF is that it is 
objective, with no judges or opinions involved in determining 
the results. 

Mike Parker talked about the use of Middle Wallop as 
organised via SAM 1066. It is limited to BMFA members only 
from consideration of the licence and liabilities. It would be 
good to have the public see the activity but the safety 
implication is that they do not know the dangers of the activity. 
Models landing outside the airfield are a problem for 
acceptability by the local people and also danger of a model 
landing on the adjacent main road. To compete with other 
potential users it is essential to maintain a clean licence. 

Stuart Darmon spoke passionately in support of the current 
trials system. It gives rise to very few arguments, compared to 
the warfare under earlier selection methods. Reduced support 
has resulted partly from the increased complexity and 
alienation from dropping the BoM. Including World Cup 
events would favour those who could attend a lot of them. 
Stuart noted that he was keen to win a team place and wanted 
to do it under the fair current system and not through luck by 
placing in a single meeting. If airfield costs are a problem then 
it can be shared with other users. 

Ray Monks expressed his dislike of the proliferation of power 
classes with fixed surfaces – this limitation makes models 
difficult to trim. Slow Open models can be equalled by vintage 
models. If had been suggested that he could fly his models in 
the Stonehenge Cup experimental event but with VIT banned 
the tailplanes would have to be enlarged and this would take 
the models over area. 

Martin Pressnell discussed radio control DT. There was, he 
acknowledged, a strongly-held but perhaps emotive view that 
as a matter of principle there should be no links between free 
flight and radio control, but the technology offers undoubted 
benefits, not least in the context of trimming, limited flying 
sites and helping to protect vulnerable farm land. Technical 
specifications for the equipment were mentioned and will be 
included in the published text. 

Rod Audley described the history of the Vintage and Classic 
glider day that he has run since 1999, which followed a vintage 
open glider comp in 1996. The classes had evolved with 
changes of wing span limits for subgroups and this year the 
Vintage cut-off date has been changed to 1953 to cover a 
coherent period of glider development. 

A Control Line organiser, Andy Houghton, said that CL had 
similar problems to CL and both were dependent on support at 
grass roots level. A problem is to get the mainstream BMFA 
members to understand our minority interests. 

George Fuller said that he did not like the unfairness of 
combined power rules. This would be improved by splitting the 
category into three groups – A covering the most potent 
including F1C, B for SLOP, classic and vintage, and C for the 

electric classes. Top overall wins but also prizes for group 
winners. 

John Bailey complimented the FFTC on good progress but 
observed that there had not been enough discussion of major 
changes. He drew the contrast between bunt on power models 
being heavily penalised but gliders having the same line length 
with or without bunt. He did not like the combination of F1Q 
with F1C, the electric models have more in common with F1B 
than with F1C. The Stonehenge Cup experimental classes are a 
good idea but the models are too far removed from existing 
FAI models. 

Neil Cliff said that hard work was needed to encourage juniors 
via programmes in schools. After an exercise he did with 
children building P15 type models the main result was the look 
of amazement when their models actually flew. He now 
regretted the passing of the BoM rule and could see it now 
influencing Coupe d’Hiver to become mini-F1B. 

Martin Pressnell remarked that rules to reduce performance 
mainly addressed reducing the climb, such as reduced rubber 
weight, but this was not effective because the models became 
sleeker and glided better. Drag determines glide performance 
and this is controlled by a cross-section rule. 

In final comments on the views from this session, Trevor Grey 
said the combined power class was successful because it had 
not been dominated by any one category, and John O’Donnell 
noted that when Whitefield had developed rules for FF 
knockout competition they had specifically asked how 
competitors could bend the rules to gain advantage – a stage he 
thought had been omitted from recent changes. 

3. For the future… 

The FFTC opened this final session by asking which topics, of 
all those discussed, seemed particularly important to those 
attending. Each of those selected was then discussed and a 
number of suggestions – not of equal significance and some 
contradictory – were noted and will be considered by FFTC in 
developing an action plan. We outline them below, including 
some which seem unlikely to be actioned, with additional 
comments where relevant, drawing on the afternoon’s 
discussions. 

Recruitment 

1. Somewhere to fly – local fields. 

2. Information on the web. 

3. Public exposure 

4. Need an overall champion for recruitment and also need 
local mentors. 

5. Information packs at Nationals 

6. Need good video and printed material 

7. Emphasise the social side 

8. Starter models 

9. Chase lapsed flyers. 

Technology and performance: 

1. Ban VIT for all non-FAI classes. 

2. Implement RC DT. (Others objected to this, for various 
reasons.) 

3. There should be no minimum weight limits. 

4. Traditional materials only. 

5. Less ‘retro’ in limited technology glider events – don’t 
take the simplification process too far. 

6. Geared motors, folders, flappers, etc should be banned 
‘before they kill the sport’, and a national proposal to this 
effect should be made to CIAM. (This caused some 
concern in a group of people including several of the 
UK’s leading FAI flyers, not least uncertainty about 
where the limits should be set: for example, would F1B 
variable pitch props be included? On the other hand there 
was a strong feeling – not noticeably challenged during 
the meeting – that the increased speed of innovation was 
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narrowing the competitor base at a time when age, and 
perhaps worldwide financial problems, were already 
having a serious detrimental impact.) 

7. Simplify existing proposal. 

UK team selection 

1. Leave things as they are, but revisit the current points 
system to ensure that it is/remains fair. 

2. Perhaps combine a year’s results both from domestic and 
international events and from the resulting data select, 
say, the 10 (or thereabouts) best competitors for a final, 
one-off, seven-round contest, with the top three becoming 
the team. 

3. To spread costs, use the sites/dates of the team selection 
meetings for other, simultaneous but non-FAI events. 

Combined events 

1. Combining a number of different classes (for power for 
example) into a single competition is problematic but may 
be acceptable for domestic events. 

2. The problem is that such contests are, in effect, handicap 
events, and handicaps need regular review – as in 
yachting? – to ensure that they remain relevant and 
equitable. (Others felt that this simply wasn’t possible.) 

3. There are systems in C/L speed and Australian glider 
competitions which should be examined for methods that 
might be used or adapted. 

4. Use a percentage flight time scoring system 

5. Perhaps it is the flyers, rather than the models, that should 
be handicapped, as in golf.  

6. Birmingham to submit proposal for revised power rules. 

Contest calendar 

1. Plugge events need reassessment, perhaps over and above 
this year’s changes, not least because with only a few 
sizeable clubs in the UK, the event becomes less 
meaningful. 

2. Given the increasing cost of travel, should there be more 
area (and fewer centralised?) events? 

3. Despite the weather, the cold and the limited hours of 
light, more winter events would be welcomed. 

4. Avoid clashes between major events and BMFA Council 
meetings. 

NEWS FROM BMFA FF TECH COMMITTEE 

Results Service 

Contest Directors should note that Phil Ball is preparing a 
standard sheet for the return of results by email. He will expect 
all results to be submitted in the standard format in order to 
keep collation straightforward and reduce the possibility of 
errors. 

Team Trials Venues 

The team trials venues have had to be switched due to military 
use of Salisbury Plain on the first trials date. Venues are now: 

First Trials  September 12 and 13 at Sculthorpe 

Second Trials September 26 and 27 at Salisbury Plain 

Third Trials October 10 and 11 at Barkston Heath 

This year an entry form will be issued for trials entries and will 
be available well in advance of the first trials. 

Nicad Batteries 

Those who fly, or are intending to fly, the E30 electric class 
may be aware that the only batteries available that fit the rule 
specifications (50 mAh) are Nicad types. Recently suggestions 
have arisen that these cells are now illegal to use and sell. This 
suggestion is ‘incorrect’. The Government/EU regulations that 
now cover these products came into force in September 2008. 
They state that Nicad batteries placed on the market after and 
including September 26th 2008 must comply to the stated 
limits on content of Cadmium – not greater than 0.002%. 

Those placed on the market before the above date only have to 
comply with the 1994 regulations. 

In short, batteries complying with the 1994 regulations, in the 
possession of importers/retailers before September the 26th 
2008, are legally permitted to be sold and used. 

Notwithstanding the above the FFTC are aware that, despite 
the very low numbers of cells required for use, the present 
supply will eventually dry up and there will be no 
replacements. As a result they are now looking at/testing 
different types of batteries (Nimh and Lithium) so that the E30 
rules can be altered to suit for the 2010 season. Estimates 
suggest that there will be a sufficient supply of existing Nicad 
types to last until at least the end of the 2009 season. 

Stonehenge Cup rules 

We recently published the rules for the “Experimental” extra 
classes at this years Stonehenge Cup event. After receiving a 
lot of comment on these – most of it very positive – we have 
realised that some small changes need to be made to F1B-UK 
and F1C-UKclasses. F1A-UK remains unaltered and is 
reprinted below for completeness, together with the B and C 
changes. 

F1A-UK Glider 

Surface Area ........................................................ 32 – 34 dm2 

Maximum length of towline loaded by 5 kg  ....... 60 m 

There is no minimum weight requirement.  

Tow Hooks are restricted to permanently fixed, non-moving types 

that do not permit any movement of the models surfaces, either 

while connected to the towline or after launch. Models are 

restricted to fixed non-moving surfaces – i.e. multiple-rudder 

movement, variable incidence tails or wings, or any other ‘moving 

trim functions’ are not permitted. A once-off rudder movement on 

launch is permitted, as is any form of DT. 

The first change is to the F1B-UK rubber class. As first worded 
it could be read as not allowing ‘folding props’ and permitting 
‘instant’ prop release systems; obviously this was not intended. 
As a consequence it now reads:  

F1B-UK Rubber 

Surface Area ........................................................ 17 – 19 dm2 

Maximum weight of motor(s) lubricated ............. 40 g 

There is no minimum weight requirement.  

Models are restricted to fixed non-moving surfaces and folding, 

freewheel or feathering propeller blades. Auto-rudder, variable 

incidence tails or wings, variable pitch or diameter props, delayed 

or remote prop releases, or any another ‘moving trim functions’ 

are not permitted. Any form of DT is permitted. 

The second change is to the F1C-UK power class. As first 
worded the area limit was smaller than intended. It now reads:  

F1C-UK Power 

Surface Area ........................................................ 25 – 37.5 dm2 

Maximum swept volume of motor(s)  .................. 2.5 cm3 

Maximum duration of motor run 10s from release of model 

There is no minimum weight requirement.  

Motors are restricted to plain bearing types using fixed (non-

folding propellers) – fuel is not restricted and pressurised supply is 

permitted. Models are restricted to fixed non-moving surfaces – 

i.e. auto-rudder, variable incidence tails or wings, or any other 

‘moving trim functions’ are not permitted. Any form of DT is 

permitted. 

Technology Paper and Stonehenge Cup rules 

The recently distributed paper titled “Technology and the 
FAI”, contains proposed future FAI class rules. Versions of 
these rules (detailed above) are also being used at this years 
Stonehenge Cup additional “Experimental” event. The eagle 
eyed may notice that these two sets of rules are not the same – 
this is intentional. 
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To explain: The rules contained in the Technology and the FAI 
paper are loose examples of what ‘might’ be implemented to 
achieve the objectives of the paper. They are not intended to be 
final rules. Secondly these suggestions depend on reducing the 
performance of the current FAI class models before adding 
equivalent ‘low-tech’ alternatives. 

The FFTC are keen to see if such low-tech alternatives will 
work in practice, hence the experimental introduction 
alongside the current classes at the Stonehenge Cup. However, 
these Stonehenge Cup low-tech rules are intended to be 
equivalent to the current full specification. This, plus the fact 
that they are first ‘real’ implementation of suggested proposals, 
is the reason that the two rules sets are different. The important 
part of the experiment is to evaluate the comparison, not to 
finalise any exact rules.  

(IK: The FFTC paper can be found on the CIAM Free Flight 
Subcommittee web pages, with a link from the following 
introduction page: 

www.fai.org/aeromodelling/freeflight/subcommittee/rules 

The only thing not organised on the CIAM web site is the 
facility to post comments – in the meanwhile you can send 
these to me at FFn) 

Free Flight Contest  Fees 2009 

Juniors: All classes/all events Free 

Season Tickets: Not available 

Centralised: Day ticket £5 
  Plus £5 site charge 
  All events included in day ticket 

Area Centralised: Day ticket   £5 
  Plus any Area site charge  
  All events included in day ticket 

F1E Meetings Same as Area Centralised 

Team Selection: Seniors £20 per meeting  
  or pre-entry for all 3 meetings £40.  
  One fee enters all 3 classes. 

Nationals:  Registration: £6 
 Championship events £6 
 Non Championship events  £4 
 Unlimited events £25 

FAIR Site charge only for all meetings including trials 

SOUTH WEST REGIONALS, ELOY, 
ARIZONA, JAN 17-18 
Report by John Bailey - Good Trip, Pity About The Flying. 
Our second trip to Arizona in as many years, it`s a good place 
to go for a holiday at this time of the year and there is a nice 
contest to start things off. It was quite a lot warmer this time, 
82 degrees on arrival in Phoenix and again before we left, to 
return to UK and all the snow. 

Both days had excellent weather for the rounds, but the wind 
came up on the Sunday afternoon and the dust blew which led 
to a unique solution for the postponed fly offs in F1H and G. In 
spite of the perfect conditions Dave Oldfield was the only GB 
representative in the FAI flyoffs, Mike Woodhouse dropped a 
difficult last round along with Ken Bauer and Pierre Brun in 
F1A and Faust Parker in F1C. My contest came to an end in 
round 4 with a sudden arrival. 

Only Ed Carroll had a full score in F1C and used a geared 
flapper for at least some of his flights. There was a five way tie 
in both A and B which was resolved with one 5 minute round, 
Dave placing a creditable third. 

F1Q was a success, with 7 flying, the winner, ex Whitefield 
member, Bernie Crowe, won the three man fly off. 

Mini events started at 8.30 AM in almost still conditions. F1J 
had double the entries of last year, but still only three flew. In 
spite of two good test flights I had my second disaster of the 
weekend when the model showed a very underelevated trim 

which probably would have crashed on a 7 second run, to pull 
out low and record 1.46. From then on it was just a matter of 
forcing Faust Parker to complete all his flights. Ed Carroll was 
having engine trouble and his one attempt with a brief engine 
run left insufficient time to fly again. 

Meanwhile F1H and G were enjoying more worthwhile 
competitions. Of the 13 flying F1G, 6 had maxed out and 5 of 
the 7 fliers in F1H. Dallas Parker missed the last round by four 
seconds but Dave Oldfield was in the fly off again. 

After lunch a look at the scores in AMA class "A" Gas showed 
that I could get a place with three good flights though there 
would be insufficient time to challenge the leader who had 6 
maxes plus a short 7th flight on the board. The rules, I believe, 
are 3 min. maxes with a 9 sec engine run, reducing by two 
seconds every three flights. I managed two maxes plus 2.46 
OOS, but down before the 3.00, which was enough for second 
place, but by this time the flying had more or less come to an 
end due to the dust storm. 

This left the problem of deciding the F1G and F1H events, the 
answer being to postpone them for three weeks to Lost Hills 
570 miles away. Luckily Dave had already booked his flight!  

Thanks to Brigette and Peter Brocks again for their hospitality 
and looking after my model box whilst we enjoyed our holiday. 

F1A   17 flew  5 F/O F1B   15 flew  5 F/O 
1 J Parker 1260 +300 1 B Jensen 1260 +271 
2 M Johnson (J) 1260 +273 2 G Batiuk 1260 +203 
3 D Oldfield GBR 1260 +209 3 R Piserchio 1260 +188 
4 M McKeever 1260 +197 4 R Rohrke 1260 +166 

F1H   7 flew  5 F/O F1G 13 flew  6 full 
1 B Van Nest 600 +301 1 T O`Dell 600 +250 
2 M McKeever 600 +276 2 P Brocks 600 +183 
3 D Oldfield GBR 600 +256 3 T Ioerger 600 +180 
4 N Smith  600 +141 4 P Crowley 600 +170 
F1Q  7 flew F1C/P   7 flew 
1 B Crowe 1260 +180 1 E Carroll 1260 
2 M Roseberry 1260 +168 2 D Chesson 1246 
3 F Pollard 1260 +116 3 F Parker 1202 
F1J   3 flew 
1 F Parker 600 
2 J Bailey GBR 586 

CALIFORNIA CUP F1E, Lost Hills,USA, Feb 10-11 

In amongst some wet and windy weather, unusual for Lost 
Hills, the F1E day was dry and calm. In fact too calm on many 
occasion, when the launch line was shifted in time for the 
gentle breeze to shift and be blowing down the slope. The 
weather on other days were too bad to allow the Isaacson F1 
event to be flown this year, normally used as a warm-up event 
for the California  World Cup event. 

F1E   7 flew 

1 P Brocks USA 714.95 
2 T Ioeger USA 620.17 
3 B Van Nest USA 597.46 
4 D Parsons USA 589.51 

MAXMEN, LOST HILLS, USA, FEB 13-16 

F1C   28 flew  16 full scores 
1 M Roberts USA 1320 +300 +420 +457 
2 E Verbitsky UKR 1320 +300 +420 +430 
3 F Parker USA 1320 +300 +413 
4 C Secor USA 1320 +300 +398 
5 H Spence USA 1320 +300 +386 
6 R Truppe AUT 1320 +300 +380 
7 R Mcburnett USA 1320 +300 +356 
8 R Simpson USA 1320 +300 +319 
9 A Babenko UKR 1320 +300 +158 
10 E Carrol USA 1320 +300 
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F1A   51 flew 
1 D Zink USA 930 +401 
2 R Limberger USA 930 +364 
3 D Parker USA 930 +341 
4 M Kochkarev RUS 930 +333 
5 V Beschasny UKR 930 +303 
6 J Nyhegn DEN 930 +293 
7 T Boyadjev CAN 930 +284 
8 J Cooper GBR 930 +257 
9 Y Olgun TUR 930 +127 
10 S Makarov RUS 930 
11 M Thompson USA 927 
12 R Puhakka USA 925 
13 A Barron USA 920 
14 J Parker USA 918 
15 P Findahl SWE 912 
16 V Morgan AUS 903 
17 R Koglot SLO 899 

F1A-Junior   7 flew 
1 O Cai USA 895 
2 J Farmer USA 883 
3 T Malkhasyan USA 865 
4 O Findahl SWE 861 

F1B   53 flew 
1 A Andriukov USA 1320 +300 +378 
2 W Ghio USA 1320 +300 +366 
3 S Stefanchuk UKR 1320 +300 +341 
4 P Ruyter NED 1320 +300 +338 
5 V Starostenko UKR 1320 +300 +283 
6 A Schlossberg USA 1320 +300 +280 
7 A Schroedter USA 1320 +300 +197 
8 R Rohrke USA 1320 +290 
9 M Seifert GER 1320 +276 
10 E Vanlandingham USA 1320 +267 
11 I Vivchar UKR 1320 +260 
12 Y Waltonen FIN 1320 +252 
13 V Vivchar UKR 1320 +232 
14 B Jensen USA 1320 +229 
15 I Yurtseven TUR 1320 +225 
16 B Biedron USA 1320 +224 
17 E Gorban UKR 1319 
17 S Somkovich UKR 1319 

F1B-Junior   2 flew 

1 O Findahl SWE 1305 

PHILIPPE LEPAGE, Viabon, France, Feb 21 

F1B   11 flew  6 full scores 
1 S Tedeschi FRA 930 +300 +266 
2 M Rigault FRA 930 +300 +237 
3 W Feijth NED 930 +300 +220 
4 E Rigault FRA 930 +300 +213 
5 R Cheesley GBR 930 +230 
6 D Barberis FRA 930 +217 

Vintage CdH  20 flew 
1 M Djian FRA 403 
2 L Dupuis FRA 400 
3 M Djian FRA 386 
4 C Lesueur FRA 382 

Vintage Wake  5 flew P30  7 flew 
1 C Deur FRA 517 1 J Delcroix FRA 405 
2 C Weber FRA 445 2 O Tolhurst GBR 376 
3 E Tyson GBR 436 3 S Millet FRA 347 
4 M Marshall GBR 434 4 M Marshall GBR 326 

GB TEAM SUPPORTERS 
As manager I'm now trying to recruit any others who feel 10 
days in  Croatia with the team might be a good way of 
spending their time. The  team will be flying out on 
Wednesday 15th July and returning on Sunday  26th July. If 
you wish to join the part please contact the Team Manager - 
Michael Woodhouse mike@freeflightsupplies.co.uk 

PAN AMERICAN OPEN, LOST HILLS, FEB 12 

By Chris Lenartowicz 

For many years, the concept of having a continental 
championships in the Americas was discussed among free 
flight modellers, but concerns about limited participation (i.e. 
who would attend beyond Canada and the USA?) prevented a 
formal implementation.  In some after-contest discussions at 
the Sierra Cup 2008, a number of modellers from both Canada 
and the USA got together to resolve this issue and make the 
Pan American a reality. 

The solution, in the end, was a fairly simple one.  The contest 
would be open to participants from all nations, and would 
allow multiple participants and teams from the same nations. 
While everyone would be eligible for contest awards, only 
individuals and teams from the Americas were eligible to win 
the championship. In this way, the contest would crown 
legitimate Pan American Champions (with a separate award), 
without eliminating the incentive for non American 
participants to take part and try to win.  To further encourage 
interest and participation, teams would be self selected (not a 
problem, as multiple teams are allowed), and mixed nationality 
teams would also be permitted. 

On February 12 the first (of what everyone hopes will be 
many) Pan American Championships was held. Chris 
Lenartowicz designed the contest concept and program, Peter 
Allnutt worked the on-field details, and Ron Felix agreed to act 
as contest director and arrange all the necessary sanctions and 
approvals, although much help was provided by others who 
volunteered their time and gave their support. In all respects, 
the contest was an overwhelming success, which was evident 
by the fun and enjoyment that was evident on the field by 80 
participants and their supporters. The team aspect, only seen 
every two years at the World Championships (and at the 
European Championships, for some) added a whole new 
element to free flight modelling. The open nature of the format 
and rules was also entertaining, as mixed nationality and self 
selection created some interesting “dream teams” – Kochkarev, 
Makarov, and Stamov in F1A, for example.  

At the end of the day, and after the champagne bottles were 
opened, the many awards were handed out to the winners. 
Andrew Barron of the USA won the F1A contest and F1A 
championship title. Evgeny Gorban of the Ukraine won the 
F1B contest, while Ladislav Horak of Canada won the F1B 
championship as the top American competitor. D. Chesson of 
the USA won both the F1C contest and championship. In the 
team competition, the USA won all three team championship 
titles, although international teams won the F1A and F1B 
contest awards:  

F1A Contest: P Findahl, R Limberger, R Koglot 

F1A Championship: J Parker, M McKeever, B VanNest (USA)  

F1B Contest: E Gorban, V Starostenko, A Bukin  

F1B Championship: D Saks, A Schroedter, P, Scheiman (USA)  

F1C Contest and Championship: M Gewain, E Carrol, K 
Happersett (USA) 

Canada’s P Allnutt, C Lenartowicz, T Boiadjiev in F1A and L 
Horak, C Ackerley, and T Matthews in F1B finishing in second 
place. 

The success of the 2009 Pan American is encouraging, 
considering the contest was designed and implemented within 
only a few short months. The team aspect fostered a sense of 
friendship and interaction often lacking at non-team events, 
with participants cooperating with one another as much as 
competing. Many participants also noted how this was a good 
event in preparation for the upcoming World Championships. 
With encouraging feedback and initial success, it is everyone’s 
hope that a continental Pan American Championship will 
become a regular event in the years to come, and will see 
greater participation from other nations in the Americas.  
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½A MARVAL 

Designed by Marvin Mace, developed by Dan Berry. With 
thanks to Model Aviation. 

The original Marval was designed in the mid-1980s, an aircraft 
with no auto surfaces and a nearly straight climb, with an anti-
clockwise roll into the glide. This model was the NFFS’s Large 
Gas Model of the Year in 1993. Later developments generated 
the Super Marval, an auto-surface bunter which got the same 
NFFS award in 2007. 

In deciding to build a ½A version of a successful series of 
larger models, Berry’s aim was to maintain the overall design’s 
integrity whilst making sure that the weight was kept to a 
minimum. The result was the model in the plan, a 52 ins span 

model with a wing area of 270 sq ins but a weight of only 6.2 
oz. Unfortunately there are no measurements on the drawing 
but it clearly has essentially traditional construction though 
with carbon capping on some wing ribs. 

On the same theme – getting the CG at the position marked on 
the plan without adding dead-weigh ballast to either nose or 
tail – Berry points out in his Model Aviation article that a 
decision has to be taken on which ½A engine to use, not least 
because their weights vary, which affects how far forward the 
chosen motor has to be mounted. The weights of five of the 
most popular motors are as follows: Cylcon .049 – 68 grms; 
Cox TD .049 – 47 grms; Stels .049 – 45 grms; VA .049 – 44 
grms and AME/Norvel .049 – 38 grms.                 . 
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BMFA INDOOR TEAM SELECTION TRIALS 

All 3 contests were held at the Werrington Sports Centre, 
Peterborough and were flown using 1/3 motors (0.2g) with 
0.4g ballast spacers. 

First Trials January 10-11 
Name 1st Flight 2nd Flight Total Percent. 
Bob Bailey 10:43 10:59 21:42 100.00 
Mark Benns 10:00 10:26 20:26 94.16 
Derek Richards 9:53 10:19 20:13 93.16 
John Shaw 9:18 9:32 18:50 86.79 
Second Trials January 25 
Mark Benns 10:48 10:23 21:11 100.00 
John Shaw 9:51 10:00 19:51 93.71 
Geoff Lefever 8:30 8:23 16:53 79.70 
Clive King 7:00 7:45 14:45 69.63 
Third Trials February 15-16 
Bob Bailey 11:14 11:20 22:34 100.00 
Mark Benns 10:49 10:49 21:38 95.86 
Derek Richards 10:39 10:41 21:20 94.53 
John Shaw 9:30 9:27 18:57 83.97 
Final Placings 
Name 1st Trials 2nd Trials 3rd Trials Total 
Bob Bailey 100.00 - 100.00 200.00 
Mark Benns 94.16 100.00 95.86 195.86 
Derek Richards 93.16 - 94.53 187.69 
John Shaw 86.79 93.71 83.97 180.50 
Clive King 68.82 69.63 - 138.45 
Geoff Lefever - 79.70 - 79.70 

UK COMPETITION NEWS 

CHURCH FENTON Events in April and May from Dennis 
Davitt: For BMFA members. Please don’t forget – if you 
haven’t been to Fenton for some time, check in good time that 
you are on Joe Northrop’s security list. 

Good Friday Apr 10. BMFA Northern Gala 

Saturday Apr 11. Vintage Pannet and Kay, and MV League.  
Details from Joe Northrop 0113 2581292 

Monday May 4. Cleemac Event.  CD Tony Rushby. Events:  
25” rubber, MV, 2009 P30/CdH,  Comb Glider,  Comb Power,   
Under 30” Handicap Scale (duration, no static judging). 

SAM GALA. In place of the advertised SAM 35 gala, there is 
now a SAM 1066 Gala at Middle Wallop on May 9-10: 

Saturday:  
Classic Glider, designs from 1/1/54 to 31/12/1960, 75m line 
Lightweight Rubber, max span 36in and 150sq.in 
Vintage Coupe d'Hiver 
Classic Power, Jan 1st 1951- December 31st 1960, 12s run 

Sunday: 
Vintage Glider, Designs up to 31/12/53, 100m towline 
4oz/8oz Vintage Wakefield 
Middleweight Rubber 
Vintage rubber over 36in, less than 190sq.in (Flight cup size) 
Vintage Power 3 flights, 15s run. SAM and NFFS listed 
designs up to Dec 31 1950 
Texaco Spark ignition, Post Dec 1942-Dec 1950, 15s run 

Both days: FF fun flying  and trimming (BMFA Members 
only). Start 10:00, Airfield to be cleared by 18:00. Contact: 
Mike Parker, tel: 0118 9481392, email: 
membership@sam1066.org 

CENTENARY BRUMFLY. To celebrate the founding of 
Birmingham MAC in 1909 we will be hosting a special 
Brumfly gala at Barkston Heath on July 5 starting at 9am. No 
rounds, but all flights must be made upwind of a line. Contests 
will be held for: BMFA glider, BMFA rubber, BMFA power, 
SLOP (3 flights to appropriate max), F1H (A1), F1G *80g 
CdH), F1J/½A (5x2.00), CLG/HLG combined (7x1.00), plus, 
in keeping with the historical theme and in the hope of 

encouraging our SAM colleagues, Special mini vintage:  As 
well as BMFA M/V model specs the following special rules 
will apply:  

In addition to overall winner there will be prize for top 
glider, rubber and power model;  

Up to 3 entries per competitor provided a different class 
of model (i.e. rubber, glider, etc) is used for each entry.  

In the event of a competitor maxing out more than once 
the flyoff period will be lengthened.  

The B.O.M. rule applies to this class only. 

In addition to the famous “Brummie Brick” trophies, winners 
of all events will receive bottles of real Champagne, and as 
usual everyone is invited to a free buffet and a glass or two of 
fizz. Contact Stuart Darmon, 02476 421684, 
stuartdarmonf1a@yahoo.com 

TIMPERLEY FREE-FLIGHT WEEKEND will be at Barkston 
Heath-on August 15-16. BMFA membership is required on 
both days   

Saturday Free-Flight Special on August 15. 

All comps. to BMFA or SAM35 rules unless otherwise stated. 

All contests to have 3 flights + fly-off if required. 10am to 5pm 

Combined Small Vintage to include: (a) Mini-vint rubber, (b) 
Mini-vint power, (c) Midi-vint rubber (wing area less than 190 
sq ins)  Does not include any accepted type of Wakefield. N.B. 
no gliders in this contest. 

Combined Small Glider to include: (a) Classic A1 glider (to 
Dec 60, with no weight restriction). Towline 50m; (b) Vintage 
glider with a max span of 60” and total area less than A2 size, 
i.e. less than 496 sq ins. Towline 75m. 

4oz & 8oz Vintage Wakefield (combined) to SAM 35 rules. 

Very Small Vintage Rubber: 25” span max, 8” freewheel prop, 
2 leg u/c. designs pre 51. Max for first 2 flights decided on day, 
3rd flight unlimited. 

British Power  (Usual rules). 1.5cc diesel (plain bearing). 
Engine run determined on the day, usually 10s. Extra prize for 
highest placed model not in first 3 of design/kit up to Dec 1955 

Contact  John Wingate tel 01407 831383, mobile 
0777.394.3456,  or email wingate@globalnet.co.uk 

Timperley Free-Flight Gala on August 16. 

Combined Rubber,  Combined Glider,  Combined Power 
(excluding electric power), Vintage (power engine run 15sec).  
Coupe d'Hiver (3 flights).  All to BMFA rules except where 
stated. 10am to 5.30pm. Contact Gerry Ferer 0161 928 4955 or 
email gferer@tiscali.co.uk  

BMFA INDOOR 

Unfortunately this months BMFA News had a small error in 
the NoCal rules portion of the article, therefore the Indoor 
Technical Committee wishes to clarify the following with 
regards to the propeller: The item should have read: 
“A plastic propeller may be used” 

INDOOR EVENT at RAF Digby, Lincolnshire Informal 
Flying Event for indoor duration FF and indoor scale: 

Saturday 4 April  (9am–6pm) All Classes.    and 

We have been offered space to fly Indoor duration models on 
Sunday April 5 (9am–6pm) however priority will be given to 
the RAFMAA events as required. All indoor FF & Scale 
models welcome (No RC)  

Pre Registration is essential for all those wishing to attend, 
therefore all must send the dates they will attend, proof of 
BMFA membership and their personal details including car 
registration to itc@bmfa.org. no later than 25th March 2009. 
Gym shoes or other suitable footwear should be worn. 
Information on the Indoor T/C webpage within the BMFA 
Website. Contact: Mark Benns  via email itc@bmfa.org 


