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July 28 - Aug 5 

Slovenia 

Junior World Championships. F1A F1B 

F1P. Contact:  janko.groselj@gmail.com  

July 28-29 

Salisbury Plain 

BMFA Trimming Weekend. See FFn 1201. 

Must call Peter Tribe on Friday before 

01225 862748. 

July 28-29 

Near Sheffield 

BMFA 4th F1E (Team Selection). N.B. 

May be either day, check before travelling. 

Contact: Ian Kaynes 01252 512538 or 0794 

185 2144 

August 4-12 

Capannori 

(Lucca), Italy 

FAI European Championships F1A, F1B, 

F1C. Contact: Cesare Gianni,  tel +39 33 

85 87 41 88,  cesaregianni2@virgilio.it 

web: www.ec2012italy.com  

August 4-5 BMFA Salisbury Plain. See July 28-29.  

August 5 

Area Venues 

BMFA 6th Area event. Mini Vintage 

(Plugge), HLG-CLG, F1G(Plugge), F1H, 

P30, CO2 (Plugge). 

August 6-7 

Belgrade, Serbia 

19th Dorcol Cup. F1D, F1L, F1M, F1R. 

Contact: Vojislav Stojkovic, Kralja Petra 

70, 11000 Belgrade, Serbia, tel +381 11 

218 64 43,  aviomodeli55@yahoo.com  

August 8-13 

Belgrade, Serbia 

Indoor World Championships F1D, F1D 

Juniors. Contact:  nborovac@eunet.rs  

August 11-12 BMFA Salisbury Plain. See July 28-29.  

August 18-19 

Borden, ON, 

Canada 

Canada Cup. F1A, F1B, F1C, F1Q World 

Cup. Contact: Leslie Farkas, tel +1 905 886 

6959 fx +1 886 3025 aljolie@sympatico.ca 

web: www.torontofreeflight.org  

August 18 (Sat) 

Barkston Heath 

Timperley Gala. Comb R, Comb G, Comb 

P (no electric), Comb HLG/CLG, Comb 

Tailless. Mini Vintage. All to BMFA rules. 

10am-5.30pm. FF Sport flyers welcome. 

Airfield charge. BMFA membership 

required. Contact Gerry Ferer 0161 928 

4955 TimperleyMF@hotmail.co.uk   

August 18-19 BMFA Salisbury Plain. See July 28-29.  

August 18-19 

NOTE DATE 

CHANGE 

Salonta, Romania 

Salonta Cup. F1A, F1B, F1C, F1Q, F1H 

World Cup. Contact: Vincze Sandor, tel 

+407 247 189 92, email: 

vinczesg@gmail.com  web: www.frmd.ro  

August 20-25 

Turda, Romania 

European Championships F1E Juniors, 

F1E . Contact: Conu Marius, tel +402 131 

62 454, email: conu@rdsmail.ro web: 

www.frmd.ro  

August 21 

Turda, Romania 

Memorial Popa Cringu. F1E World Cup. 

Contact: Conu Marius, tel +402 131 624 54 

e: conu@rdsmail.ro  www.frmd.ro  

August 24-25 

Ofakim, Israel 

Negev Open - Israel FF championship. 

F1A, F1B, F1C, F1P, F1G, F1H World 

Cup. Contact: Aviad Levy, tel +972 3 517 

50 38, fax: +972 3 517 72 80, email: 

office@aeroclub.org.il  www.aeroclub.org.il  

August 25-26 

Bosanski 

Petrovac, Bosnia 

and Herzegovina 

Memorijal Izet Kurtalic. F1A, F1B, F1C 

World Cup. Contact: Malik Cabaravdic, tel 

+387 61 196 368, fax: +387 32 738 209, 

email: info@aeroklub-izet-kurtalic.ba web: 

http://www.aeroklub-izet-kurtalic.ba  

August 25 

Madziunai, 

Lithuania 

Hunt a Max. F1A, F1B, F1C, F1P, F1Q 

World Cup. Contact: Vytenis Kudarauskas, 

tel +370 24 52 457, email: mase@inbox.lt  

web: www.balticcup.lt  

August 25 

Kietrz, Poland 

Kietrz Cup. F1A, F1B, F1C, F1Q World 

Cup. Contact: Piotr Szymanski, tel +48 508 

281 341, em: modelpiotrek@poczta.onet.pl  

August 25-26 BMFA Salisbury Plain. See July 28-29.  

August 26 

Turda, Romania 

Cupa Turda. F1E World Cup. Contact: 

Conu Marius, tel +402 131 624 54  email: 

conu@rdsmail.ro web: www.frmd.ro  

August 30 - 

September 2 

Zülpich, 

Germany 

43rd Internationaler Eifelpokal 2012. F1A, 

F1B, F1C, F1P, F1Q World Cup. Contact: 

Peter Mönninghoff, tel +49 23 367 248,  

info@eifelpokal.de      www.eifelpokal.de  
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BRITSH TEAMS FOR THE EUROPEAN 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 2012  

As all our UK readers know, this summer has so far been the 
wettest and probably the windiest this country has known for 
more than 100 years. As one of the Sunday papers put it, we’ve 
had rain of almost biblical proportions, and many of us can get 
very boring talking about the daily rain-storms, squalls, 
flooded roads, tree-battering winds and so on. And, of course, 
the weather has been the unavoidable background to a difficult 
period for flyers trying to prepare for a major championship. 
So our particular thanks to the British team members for this 
year’s contributions to FFn, which are as follows… 

Brian Baines is back in the F1A team after a gap of many 
years: 

Though I had a road accident a few weeks ago, I’ve recovered 
well. My leg is now 95% OK, I can circle, fast launch and fast 
retrieve on foot. I will be taking five electronic F1As to the 
Champs, all supplied by Victor Stamov – two 'short' and a 
'Rock 'n Roll', all three models with two servos for stab and 
wing-wiggler, plus a 'short' and a 'Rock 'n Roll' with servos for 
stab, wing-wiggler and rudder. I plan to build my own LDA 
wings in future, with three-servo fuselages being used to 
provide control of the higher LDA launch speeds.  

It’s amazing when I think back to my early free flight 
competition flying in the 1960s at Topcliffe and Elvington with 
Dave White and Rolling Stone F1As, conceived by Dave as an 
open glider that could be replaced in a two day weekend using 
standard 36" lengths of balsa and spruce. In the mass launch 
fly-offs the timer was locked off, if the model was retrieved 
that was good but if you lost it you just built another the next 
weekend. F1A configuration was sorted by trial and error and 
what won the fly-off's during the 1960s were models short nose 
length, long moment arm, 65 square inch stabs, 52-55% CG, 
no underfin, etc.  

My five Stamov F1As are, in layout, similar to the Rolling 
Stone, but in materials, control systems and capability they 
evidence 45 years of further development. We’ve also got 
recently developed technology to assist our thermal picking 
skills in achieving consistent three minute plus flights. If I had 
been told in the 1960s that it would be possible to remove a 
conventional airfoil wing from a fuselage, fit a LDA wing, 
enter a tried and trimmed program for the changed model and 
go competition flying I would have been amazed. I plan an 
each way bet on performance enhancements. I have ordered the 
latest spec LDA from Victor which, if I am patient about 
delivery date, may include airspeed input to the control system 
in addition to accelerometers. A pitot tube system for 
measuring airspeed is, I am told, currently being wind tunnel 
tested. 

Keeping things in alphabetical order, John Carter sent us the 
following thoughts: 

This year I have added to the fleet an extra LDA model and it 
looks good. The earlier model now has a new stab which has 
improved stability and I’m much happier flying it. I am 
planning to process a range of models, not least because the 
later rounds are expected to be windy. I have been out nearly 
every week since last October and have done more than 500 
flights with various models, trying to ensure that they’re all at 
their best. 

I also believe that as glider flying is a physical game you need 
to be fit, so this year I decided to drop some body weight. I was 
getting somewhat large in the upper body with a 48 inch chest, 
mainly due excessive weight training. I have to date lost some 
3.5 stone [49 pounds] and now weigh in at a nimble 11.5 stone 
[161 pounds]. Most of the weight has been from the upper 
body and this has been controlled by upping my amount of 
aerobic training. I am now doing a 10 k run three or four times 

a week and have dropped my weight regime to 60% of the 
weight I was previously lifting. I also do a row after the run for 
some 35 mins. The calculation is that during training I use 
about 1500 calories and this is helping manage the weight 
nicely. 

At home we have also amended our diet to very low fat and 
now, after a period of lax planning, we’re now programming 
our main meals on a five-weekly programme, with lots of fish, 
potatoes, rice and pasta plus tons of veg and fruit. I am not a 
drinker but I reduced alcohol intake at the start of my diet to 
zero and now take only the occasional glass of wine.  

I have flown on the Italian field before, in 2006, and hence 
have some idea of the conditions there. I intend to take every 
opportunity to acclimatise to the local conditions by flying 
every day prior to the event and I will want to go through the 
programme and try to fly a simulated event prior to my contest. 

Richard Jack is again in the team: 

I will be taking six models with me to Italy, via Poitou, three 
big ones and three small ones, four ‘standard’ sectioned and 
two with low drag aerofoils. 

In order of age the models are numbers 2, 21, 23, 25, 26 and 
27; the gap between 2 and 21 represents the transition from 
Jack Jnr construction to Jack Snr. Numbers 2-23 and 27 are the 
standard section models, these have the first generation of Jack 
timers with a single servo unit. Numbers 25 and 26 are the low 
drag models which have three servos (rudder, tail & hook), 
timers and radio DT – a necessary feature for trimming LDAs I 
think. 

Number 2 is a long model with a standard section and a 2.4m 
span that I built ten years ago (even I’ve been at this a long 
time!) before the 2003 Junior European Championships in 
Poland. It’s a bit long in the tooth now and has lost the stiffness 
to be launched competitively even amongst non-LDA models. 
It’s unlikely to make the final four barring accident and super-
stubble in Poitou. It is an able back-up though, and I flew it in 
every round of my only world cup win in Australia and it’s an 
absolute saint in light lift. 

Numbers 21 and 27 are short thermals models (2.1m span). 
These are the models that I anticipate using in windier rounds, 
and the information I’ve received is that it’s likely to be breezy 
in Italy from mid-morning onwards so I expect them to be well 
used. 21 is the model I use most often domestically (with the 
red inners and lime green outers), it’s very well behaved on 
tow and turns on a sixpence which makes it well suited for the 
windy/turbulent conditions we have here and allows me to 
circle tow in anything under the wind limit. It’s been 
refurbished for this season after a couple of days in high trees 
off Sculthorpe at the end of last year and seems to be back to 
its best performance. 27 is a new model of the same design as 
21; it’s a bit more high tech and is noticeably stiffer which 
makes a big difference to tow characteristics and launch height 
and make it the go-to rounds model right now. 

Number 23 is a long model of standard section that was built as 
the long round and fly-off machine for last year’s World 
Champs. It made the long round in the morning in Argentina 
but didn’t get a chance in the five minute fly-off as it was 
thermally and I just missed the boat by launching too late with 
my short model – how many times have I replayed that in my 
head, I wonder? It’s also the model that won the fly-off that got 
me into the team this year, so it’s in the good books at the 
moment. It’s similar in design to 2, with the same section and 
total wing span but with longer inner panels (1.4m compared to 
1.2m for no. 2.) 

Numbers 25 and 26 are my new low drag models, again from 
the Jack Factory in Hexham (thanks Dad!). 25 is a long fly-
off/still air model (2.33m span) and 26 a short rounds model 
(2.1m span). Despite several sessions neither is properly 



- 67- 

trimmed at the moment unfortunately; despite promising initial 
signs they have been difficult to perfect, proving a more 
spectacular advert for RDT than I’d like! I think both have a lot 
of performance potential, my average launches so far have 
been around 85m with a far from perfect trim, but they’re 
certainly not ready for the first round yet. 

For me the main difficulty has been getting my head around a 
whole new style of trimming. As the speeds are higher the 
models behave differently, requiring a different set up, or 
maybe they just expose the faults that slow speeds have hidden 
in the past? Certainly they seem more sensitive to trim 
changes, and the speed at which things happen makes it 
difficult to interpret what’s going on as you reach for the 
button. The change of timer also means that trim changes all 
happen in the program, which I’m sure will prove easier and 
more accurate in the long term, but has taken some getting 
used to. I’ve achieved workable trims with both models but the 
iterative steps towards perfecting them seem to be many and 
don’t necessarily trend linearly towards the solution. I’ll be out 
flying if the rain holds off , so perhaps by the time this goes to 
press they’ll be world beaters. (Touches wood, crosses fingers, 
prays to anyone that might be listening…) 

As for what’s on the other end of the line I feel reasonably well 
prepared, it’s not been the best of seasons for me with small 
technical issues seeming to blight every contest, but my form 
has been reasonably consistent. The champs in Argentina, as 
well as being great fun and quite successful for me, were a 
fantastic learning experience – how to deal with the day, with 
people suddenly being interested in how you and your models 
are going, manoeuvring through heavy traffic in flat calm 
stinky sink, most effectively using fly-off rounds, working as a 
team (not as simple as it sounds – we only do this once a 
year!), etc etc etc - so I feel more prepared in that sense this 
year. I’ve been averaging around 15 miles running a week, and 
playing plenty of sports so I’m in reasonable physical shape, 
which definitely makes a difference to my flying. I’m more 
able to position myself where I want, can react to lurches in 
turbulence and high wind speed more effectively, launch a 
little quicker and deal with long hot flying days better. And so 
to Italy, I’m looking forward to it, here’s hoping that we get a 
few of those long hot flying days that I’ve been preparing for. 

Richard Jack’s model 25 

Turning to F1B, it was no great surprise to see Peter Brown in 
this year’s team: 

Six models will be going with me, for the simple reason that I 
only have six – unlike some others in the team – so its easy to 
decide which to take. (There are pro and cons to all situations.)   

Four models are six panel 1800 span Andruikovs, two of which 
I built from kits when I first started flying F1B, the other two 
followed later having wings with greater dihedral, and two are 
1750 span with so-called LDA wings. I’m sorry to say that I 
have not made any of the wings on these, they are all bought. A 

lot of the parts on the later 4 are my own work – I enjoy 
making stuff and it’s what I do for a living. The decision on 
which models I choose to compete with will be taken after a 
final flying session once in Italy but will probably be two 
LDAs and two six panels with the greater dihedral. All six use 
electronic timers with RDT and I shall be using my self-made 
winder. 

Peter Brown’s winder 

I certainly wouldn’t go as far as to say I am happy and fully 
prepared with my models as they don’t fly on rails, but not a 
lot can be done about it at this late stage. Of course more flying 
and trimming might cure this but it can also easily reduce the 
number of models I have available. 

All my rubber will be relatively new Super Sport as opposed to 
vintage TAN that I don’t have. In the past I have gone through 
the effort of testing rubber but I have since decided that 
although for some this is time well spent, because of my level 
of incompetence I am much more likely to have bad flights due 
to something I did wrong rather that from using bad rubber. So 
I tend to use the time saved not testing rubber to do all the 
other necessary stuff, like work. 

I shall be taking my own paper recording thermistor. I have 
nothing but good words for it after it found the air for my 18+ 
min F1G fly-off at the Nationals. We will have the BMFA one 
with us as well but it is nice to read the one you know. In terms 
of results, not to make any really dumb errors would be good, 
but a truly excellent result for me would be to get as far as the 
fly-offs regardless of how many others do. 

Russell Peers first wrote to us from abroad… 

As I am in Sweden at the moment competing in three World 
Cup events, and given there are many woods in the area, I 
won’t know which models I have left for the Champs until my 
return. I hope to take five long Andriukov originals or models I 
have assembled from Andriukov parts and two short ones 
repaired after the 1st trials this year. This year I flew in 
Norway scoring 3rd, Finland a 2nd, 1st in Lithuania and 4th in 
Estonia.   

I am looking forward to the Champs but disappointed there is 
not a World Cup event at the same time. I shall be using Super 
Sport 3/05 and 5/09 and I have May ’99 Tan 2 – all 1/16th 
purchased or stripped by me. I shall use my own thermal 
equipment and take any available help. At this year’s first 
Trials, as a result of wind and rain all day, no flying took place 
on the Saturday. As we pre-enter I agree with Martin Dilly that 
with good weather forecasts now being available, a call can be 
made to/from the CD for him to cancel a day's flying if 
necessary, saving costs and inconvenience to all. 

I do prefer the previous rule of three Trials as in the past it has 
given more opportunity for fly-offs and an extra FAI 
competition. For the Champs I am travelling with Bob 
Cheesley with whom I travelled to the 2011 Maxman and I 
enjoy his company – we can chat F1B all day! I have flown in 
many GB teams and hope to qualify for many more as I believe 
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that to represent one’s country is the pinnacle in any sport… 
[And there was a follow-up email a few days later.] …I’m back 
from Sweden and fortunately there was no damage or loss at 
any of the contests so I have a full set of models to choose 
from. In the Swedish contest I was successful in the five 
minute fly off and the only one to follow up with seven 
minutes in calm conditions. Maxed out in the Danish comp but 
was on the wrong side of lift for the fly-off. 

As you will see from the results the four Brits had a successful 
trip.  Hope this is good sign for the Champs!    

It’s been an interesting year for Mike Woodhouse: 

This time I’m wearing two hats, that of manager as well as 
being a team member. This is the first time that we’ve 
combined both roles in free flight although other disciplines 
have done it and it worked OK for them. It should be noted that 
some other nations adopt this principle, notable the Ukraine. 
They do quite well despite or maybe because of the 
arrangement. 

The management, as already stated, is myself very ably 
assisted by Bob Cheesley. Bob and I worked together in these 
roles, with some success, in Croatia 2009 and Turkey in 2010. 
On each occasion that we have worked as the management 
team the requirements have differed. This trip is relatively easy 
as it’s Europe and the venue is within easy driving range. The 
majority of the team have opted for this option, whilst the rest 
will fly out to Pisa and hire vehicles for what is a short drive to 
the venue. As we will be taking vehicles from the UK we will 
not have to compromise on the kit for the event, in fact several 
of us will take our cycles with us. The organisers’ bulletins 
have been issued on a regular basis and kept us well informed. 
The major difference this time is that there is no warm up open 
event as all the time will be needed for the event proper. 
Regarding the weather, the expected conditions are sunny and 
hot with calm mornings and a breeze after midday. 

In early May I was getting along nicely, with the required fleet 
ready to go. My plan was to spend the time prior to the 
Champs tuning the models and sorting the rubber. That plan 
went out of the window after my altercation with barbed wire 
on Salisbury Plain during the Stonehenge Cup. The outcome 
was that damage to the lower part of my right calf required a 
skin graft. All the medical stuff has gone to plan and the leg is 
now working AOK. Thanks to all of you who asked after my 
health. Now all I need is some decent weather! 

So what’s going in the box? As usual I will take six models 
that are ready to rock and roll. I do have lots of parts and could 
put together another as a last minute replacement if needed. I 
will take some spares with me, a tail and a prop unit, just in 
case. The props and the tails of the models are all the same and 
can be interchanged if required. I have had to do this, on 
occasion. 

The six are pretty well the same as I used in Argentina, and 
hopefully there will not be any last minute changes. There will 
be two small, one medium and three long span models. The 
only real differences between the models are the wing spans, 
the rest of the parts (fuselage, prop and tail) are the same and 
as I have already mentioned bits can be exchanged. 

The wings are basically Andruikov kits of parts that I have put 
together, the spans being 1.50, 1.65 and 1.80 metres. The 1.65 
is an average wing from customised kits that Alex produced for 
me. I tried the longer wings in rough air and have decided that 
I will have three with me to be the main models for the event. I 
will probably back these three up with the medium wing 
model. The short wings are coming in case the conditions turn 
out to be as windy as predicted.  

The props are standard AA VP set-ups using an IPR launch. 
Tails are a basic Wobeking sectioned. The fuselages are 
Stephanchuk parts; I prefer these to AA items. Models have an 

all-moving 3-positioned fin. A bit of left for the burst, straight 
for cruise and right for the glide. I adjust the cruise fin timing 
to suit each model, some need it earlier or later than others. 

All the timers are clockwork. I have electronic parts but time 
has simply run away with me so maybe another day? I have 
some LDA wings and tails but these too will have to wait. That 
day will not be next year as the leg was not up to being used in 
early June causing me to miss the first team selection for 2013. 

Rubber is Super Sport from April 2011. The motors will be 
stranded to give a run in length of 320mm for about 400 turns 
plus a bit for a 40 secondish prop run. 10 revs per second 
average always seems to be about best parameter to aim at. I’m 
making the motors up right now and looking out the window at 
the weather… 

And finally to F1C, and first, from Neil Allen: 

This year’s Champs seem to have come soon after my last team 
place of two years ago! Consequently I will be taking the same 
models as in 2010; all use Nelson engines, two being geared 
models of around 2.6m span and a direct drive model of 2.4m 
span. The latter model uses a Kevlar/balsa wing (the other two 
employ Sychov D-boxes) but it was my most used model of 
2011, performing well in the windy weather that we seemed to 
have throughout the year. 

The geared models were also flown with some success in 2011 
but on two occasions (5th rounds at Stonehenge and Poitou) bad 
transitions combined with high wind and a bad launch had the 
model stall all the way down when I had a chance of winning! 
The occasional inability to recover from a bad transition had 

been an issue 
going back to 
2010 so my main 
improvement this 
year is to make 
provision for a 
long period (up to 
40 secs) of 
additional glide 
turn which does 
seem to have 
cured it. After that 
period the rudder 
moves to give a 
much more open 
glide. Glides have 
now been 
trimmed closer to 
the stall because I 
am confident of 
getting a good 
recovery from the 
transition. 

Neil’s first choice Hummer 

Preparation this year has manly consisted of flying at 
Stonehenge and in the June trials. On both occasions, luckily, 
the weather allowed some very useful trimming/practicing late 
into the evening after the competitions had finished. 

Ken Faux is back in the team again: 

This is my 12th team place, the first being back in 1975, in 
Bulgaria. To date I have two gold team medals and a silver 
individual. I will be taking four models to Italy, all with 
Verbitski wings and tails. Two are straight drive with Nelson 
15 engines and Seelig Timers. The other two have Verbitski 
geared engines with three blade props. One has a Sidus 
electronic timer, the other is fitted with a clockwork timer, but 
is about to be fitted with a stand alone Sidus radio D/T. 
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Preparations have been hampered by the awful weather in 

recent weeks. I am stopping off at Poitou on route for some 

contest practice and hope to get things totally sorted in Italy. 

Thoughts on the champs are to enjoy them to the full and to 

achieve the best result that I can on the day. It is always good 

to meet up with old friends and hopefully to make some new 

ones. 

And from Alan Jack: 

I am currently working through a test program so at the 

moment I do not know which models/engines I shall favour for 

Italy. I have two of last year’s flappers – 29 and 36 (it became 

number 36 when the wing from lasts year’s 31 got a new 

fuselage) and details of those can be found in the recent FFn 

articles. [See October and November 2011 editions.] I also 

have Squid 2, i.e. no 28 which is unchanged from last year and 

was also described in the FFn articles. New for this year are 

two flappers, no’s 34 and 35. They both have a thinner wing 

section than 29/36 with 34 having glass covered foam flaps and 

35 built up flaps in the style of 29/36. 

I suspect my four model line up will be 29, 34, 35 and 36 but 

there is quite a bit of water to flow under the bridge (literally 

this summer) before that is decided. 

I have been doing quite a bit of altimeter testing of various 

engines mounted in 36. No solid conclusions as yet. I can 

interchange any engine with any airframe easily but it’s hard 

work legging it across Hexham Common which at the moment 

is near waterlogged. 

Arguably I finished only (ha, that’s presumptive!) 4th in last 

year’s final flyoff because I was out-glided. That suggests that 

glide trim should be an area of special study but the simple fact 

is that no trimming session at all this season has presented the 

opportunity. The Lost Hills trip in February should have 

allowed it but as usual I did not have “all of my ducks in a 

row” to allow it – 35 not finished, 34 using another (heavier) 

fuselage and suffering lots of flap actuation agro.  34 did show 

promise with 7.50 in the Maxmen fly-off even though it 

weighed all of 800 grams at the time but the best models there 

did 10 minutes so I guess I maybe still a way short. I also flew 

34 in the Stonehenge Cup where it thermalled nicely (and 

demanded four trips across the dreaded barbed wire). The least 

said about my launch in the fly-off the better…. 

Of course the first requirement is to get past the seven rounds 

intact – never easy – so much of my time is being taken up 

with addressing various distressing gear issues, e.g. thermister 

going awol at the Nationals and 1st Trials, extreme wet at the 

Nationals’ mess, leading to a timer issue…   In Italy I am 

expecting calm at first then progressing to wind for the last 

three rounds. Heat and wind makes for big ups and bigs down 

so it would be easy to hit problems then. I tend to be someone 

who sees all of the pitfalls – over a 6ft put (golf) I tended to 

imagine the hole as being on top of a glassy mound with my 

put sliding past, or when “the Toon” (i.e. Newcastle United) 

are 4 up at home with 5 mins to go my brother moans about me 

worrying audibly that we shall be lucky to get a draw. So 

where is the shrink – I need you now! 

Thanks again from FFn to the team members for their help. 

Since I started working on this a couple of days ago, a strange 

thing has happened. It’s stopped raining here in London, the 

wind has dropped, the skies are blue and the temperature has 

started to go up. Apparently a major high-level airflow from 

across the Atlantic is moving further north which is tough on 

whichever countries will now get the rain but I can’t pretend 

it’s not welcome in the UK. Whether the good weather will last 

is, of course, a whole different question. (MCW) 

ASIAN CHAMPIONSHIPS F1A, F1B, F1C, 
MONGOLIA, JULY 15 TO 22 

Report / travelogue by Ian Kaynes 

At the World Champs in Argentina the Mongolian team had 
told me about their interest in running a future World 
Championships and later in the year they suggested an Asian 
Continental Championships in 2012. Although a late 
submission this was accepted by CIAM. This is the second 
time there has been a continental championship for Asia, the 
previous was in Kazakhstan in 1998. 

Mongolia is not the most accessible country: Flying from 
Europe there the options of travelling via Beijing or Moscow. 
The Mongolian airline MIAT has some flights from Berlin, but 
most of these include a stop at Moscow. All these flights go to 
the Mongolian capital Ulaanbaatar which is close to the flying 
site.  

The hotels recommended as convenient for the flying site were 
50 or 60km east of Ulaanbaatar, with the airport 20km west of 
the city. However, the distances can be deceptive. I was met 
from my flight from Beijing and driven to the hotel, covering 
the 75km in 4¼ hours! This average speed of less than 12 mph 
was partly because of a traffic jam (the time of the Naadam 
national holiday) and there had been a thunderstorm near the 
city. You cannot cover distances in the time you expect, the 
fastest by far was the return journey to the airport on a quiet 
morning took 1¼ hr.. The scene was set by the road from the 
airport to the city, in the first 100 yards out of the airport there 
were potholes that needed driving round on the wrong side of 
the road and also cows wandering over the road. The roads in 
the countryside are somewhat worse with the original tarmac 
surface completely disappeared in places and drivers often 
taking to the neighbouring fields to overtake or avoid slow 
sections of road. Even when there was tarmac it was 
reminiscent of the old French chaussée déformée, but much 
more undulating. No wonder that 4WD vehicles are prevalent. 
There is also a good mixture of left and right hand drive 
vehicles – generally they drive on the right but sometimes 
would use the left if that part of the road looked smoother, 
whether on open road or approaching a blind corner. The same 
blind faith applied for overtaking, and major impacts were 
avoided mainly by the limited speeds possible. There were, 
however, a lot of cars broken down with damaged suspension 
or missing wheels, particularly when the road was flooded so 
that potholes could not be seen. In general it is not possible to 
hire self-drive cars but instead hiring cars with drivers is the 
norm. 

The recommended hotels were tourist camp hotels, which 
included some regular rooms but most accommodation in 
Mongolian gers – the classic tent of their nomads but set on a 
concrete base. Electricity was from local generators which 
were sometimes switched off during the middle of the day or 
failed during storms. 

The trip to the flying field “Darkhan Noyonii Khudag” was 
about 20km, taking about 45 min, half on “roads” and half on 
dirt tracks. It was an incredible site – miles of nearly flat grass 
land, no trees in sight, and a smooth surface with short grass. 
The only exceptions from the nice surface were a very few 
ridges or ditches that were easily seen. During the whole of my 
time there I found only two animal holes, much smaller than 
the rabbit holes in Argentina. The dimensions were about 7km 
by 5km. There was an airfield on one side but that was only 
relevant at the windiest times, the opposite side just continued 
over the start of grass covered hills.  

There was a mixed herd of sheep and goats on the field but 
they never came closer and 500m from the line, often they 
were only encountered when they were crossing a track we 
were driving along. Elsewhere the animals on the open fields 
also included cows, yaks, horses and camels – just to show you 



- 70- 

were in a different country with lots more animals than people, 
where meat was served in the quantities you would expect 
from that. 

Sunday July 15th was time for processing at a new building 
near to the field. It had been built by the Mongolian Air Sports 
Federation as a base and airfield for developing general 
aviation sport activities. It was also the site of a young persons 
introduction to aeromodelling. About 60 children aged about 6 
to 9 attended with parents for a session making and the flying a 
Japanese simple rubber model which they all seemed to enjoy. 
The building just entailed sticking on the wings and assembling 
the remainder of the model under the expert tuition of some 
Japanese and local modellers and Per and Oscar Findahl. When 
the action moved outside the Findahl’s use of motor winders 
for their teams was judged to be out of bounds and the 4 
strands of 3mm rubber had to be wound by turning the prop by 
hand!  

The link with Japan had been established when Chimed 
Ganzorig, organiser of these Champs, had been studying in 
Japan. He had been taught about free flight and then he 
provided a contact point for Japanese help to Mongolia. 
Previous Mongolian external help had come from USSR 
during communist days, with aeromodellers posted to help in 
the same way that Verbitski went to Cuba. 

After this it was a drive to the Chinggis Khaan Statue outside 
which the opening ceremony was held. It went quite quickly 
when none of the short speeches in English or Mongolian were 
translated into the other language. Then it concluded with drop 
of parachutists from a helicopter, one of whom had a partially 
collapsed canopy and spun to the ground, but we found later 
that she had just a broken leg and injured wrists. 

The Jury office on the field was a ger (a yurt in Russian) 

The following day saw the start of competitions with the mini 
events of the Mongolian Cup. The initial puzzle for 
competitors was to find their starting position – no list had 
been produced. The first round was very windy but this 
dropped later. Per Findahl won F1H with a full score except for 
4 sec in round 1 when the model dropped below a ridge and 
then up again but the timekeepers just stopped the watch 
immediately it went out of view. Seeing the small models in 
the strong wind served as a difficult introduction for the less 
experienced or novice timekeepers. We requested the 
organisers to mention the various problems during their 
evening briefing of timekeepers. This appeared to be successful 
in that few timekeeping problems arose for the rest of the 
week. 3 North Koreans followed Per (but see later about them) 
and then Mongolian flyers. The Chinese took the first 2 places 
in F1G and there was a sole Mongolian F1J flyer. 

After the contest was over and we had just finished lunch there 
was a severe thunderstorm with heavy rain.  

The Mongolian Cup World Cup event for F1A was on 
Tuesday. This time a list of poles was provided but only by 

nationality, which was alright for most of the visitors but 
presumably retained the problem for the Mongolians with 4 
poles to search. It had rained again during the night but at the 
7.00 start it was dry with low cloud. At least Per Findahl’s first 
launch didn’t disappear upwards so the cloudbase was just 
adequate. During the morning the wind decreased and it 
became brighter. After lunch it was sunny with strong lift. 
There were seven full scores – the entire North Korean team 
joined by one each from Japan, Sweden and Switzerland. A 
Mongolian, Tumur Sanjaa, would have been with them had he 
not dropped his last flight. 

The first flyoff round was the 5 minute max at 18.00. The wind 
had increased to 4 or 5 m/sec and the line was moved to the top 
of a gentle slope which gave good visibility downwind with the 
sun from behind. Most people towed for a short while and 
launched, except Gottfried Bachmann who went straight up 
and off. Only one of the North Koreans appeared to be in good 
air, joined by Mitsunobu Wada as the last to launch, except for 
Per Findahl who towed until almost the end of the period. Per’s 
launch was, as usual spectacular, but the air that he had 
launched into was appalling – the model was down in just 2½ 

minutes.  

Only Lim Won Chol and Wada had maxed. The schedule now 
called for a 7 minute max at 19.00 and the organisers were then 
saying that for another flyoff after the start time should be 
brought forward from 20.00. Getting models back from a 7 
minute flight in half an hour sounded too tight, so I suggested 
going for broke and increasing the flight at 19.00 to 9 minutes 
– on the basis that the weather was exceptionally good and this 
would take most advantage of it. The timekeepers for this 9 
minute flight were carefully selected from the pool and at the 
start time the wind remained at 4-5 m/sec. Both flyers started 
towing and launched within a minute. Soon both were high in 
strong lift but after a couple of minutes drifted apart and 
Wada’s was soon much lower and looking unlikely to max. 
However, it held on and gradually worked back into lift and 
was high at the end. It had covered 5.5km. This had been 
extended as a result of my change without achieving a result 
and so we were back on the field at 6.00 next morning for a 
nominal 10 min max flight. Chol had a good launch but on his 
launch attempt Wada’s line did not come off. He caught it, 
towed for a while longer and then launched. It was soon 
apparent that there would be a Japanese victory and the margin 
was 40 seconds. 

The day then continued with the regular F1B and F1C 
competition. Some mist came across during the first round but 
cleared to leave a day with some sunshine and the wind stayed 
very light. After the 4 minute first round the next four rounds 
before the lunch break were treacherous with long dead spells 
and deceptive slight temperature changes (like a central 
European afternoon). At lunch there was just a single max in 
F1B and 2 in F1C, from which Artur Kaitshuk would drop his 
last round flight and no flyoffs were needed. Sukhbat Batsuuri 
of Mongolia had won F1B and Sychov F1C. 

Yakolenko’s F1C placed 3rd. 2 stage folder – on climb inner panels 

with winglets, in transition 2nd panels fold out and 15 sec after that the 

tip panels come out with reduced dihedral gull-wing pattern 
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Thursday was the F1A part of the Asian Championships. 
Again there had been heavy rain overnight and the morning 
was cold and overcast with the wind very light and quite 
variable in direction. And it soon started to rain, quite like a 
typical British summer day apart from the lack of wind. Most 
people had some concerns about not having brought enough 
layers of clothing or adequate footwear. 

There were 3 full teams (Mongolia, South Korea, and North 
Korea), only 2 flyers from China and a sole representative 
from Japan. There was also an unofficial event run in parallel, 
but with the scores kept separate and the starting positions 
spaced apart – competitors were the Findahls and some 
Mongolians who were not in their national team. 

The surprise of the first round was when Mitsunobu Wada had 
his model go into the ground soon after launch. His second 
attempt had the same result so the winner of the World Cup 
event scored a zero. Considering it after the second attempt he 
realised that the hook had not been initialised because of it 
being launched by a helper not familiar with his model. In 
typical Japanese manner he took it remarkably calmly.  

There were just 3 maxes in the first round, but the next rounds 
to 3 min max were easier. By the lunch break there was just 
one full score, by Chimed Ganzorig. In most rounds he had 
towed for a long time and then often had the model fail to 
come off the line when he did decide to launch. Following this 
he had caught the line and towed for longer then usually 
managed to get it launched eventually. This all related to 
having changed recently to an impulse hook. 

Soon after the start of round 6, the sound of a helicopter could 
be heard from the local airfield – remarkable because it was the 
first activity all week. Once it became airborne it headed 
straight towards us. Urgent calls were made on the PA, in 
Mongolian only, but Oscar Findahl understood to tow in his 
model. It was a Mongolian Air Force attack helicopter and it 
made a number of passes over us, finally a very low one 
pulling up just over the start line. The organisers explained 
later that helicopter was to have visited the Champs at midday 
(during lunch break) before flying off on its intended task – but 
it was over an hour late. The round was extended by 10 min to 
cover the interruption.  

Chimed Ganzorig continued to max, in the last round having 
his usual drama with a failed release this time in the last few 
minutes of the round. He found good air and he was thus the 
Asian Champion – good reward for his efforts in proposing and 
organising the preparation of the Champs. 

The team result had been closely fought between Mongolia and 
North Korea with the lead swapping places with times only 
seconds apart. By the end of the day the gap had expanded to 
22 sec in favour of North Korea. 

Yet again there was heavy rain overnight, but this time it left 
partly sunny weather with a stiff wind (about 6 m/sec) for the 
F1B and F1C events. F1B had 3 full teams (Mongolia, North 
Korea, China) while F1C had a Mongolian team and solo flyers 

from China and Japan. 

The Mongolians had good first round in F1B all maxing, while 
one North Korean and one Chinese had dropped. It was a sad 
situation in F1C with a single max (Mongolian) and zeroes 
from China and another of the Mongolians, over-runs and 
engine problems to blame. 

The day became marginally easier as the day warmed up but 
the wind was affecting power model launches. In round 4 one 
of the Mongolian power models went on its back and crashed 
inverted close to the F1B poles. A little later one of the 
unofficial Mongolian F1Cs bunted but the motor didn’t stop so 
it executed 3 complete outside loops before one wing tip gave 
up and it crashed almost on top of Yamazaki’s starter. The 

young North Korean 
F1B flyers were not 
doing so well as 
their glider 
colleagues, often 
making large drops. 
The Chinese team 
were using their 
wind and 
temperature recorder 
radio linked to 
sensors that were 
surprisingly placed 
only 10m upwind of 
the line.  

The Chinese  2-pen paper recording detector 

For recovery the ubiquitous 4WD were in use. The organisers 
had brought some quad bikes but they proved impossibly 
unreliable and were not used. Given the country’s speciality, 
maybe horses would be an alternative means of retrieving, but 
nobody was doing that. 

By round 4 there was just one full score in F1B, by a 
Mongolian, which country also lead the team results. That was 
to change in the next round when one of their flyers made a 
flight of less than one minute, China moving into the lead 
which they extended to the end of the day, despite 
Sodnombaljir Shagdar continuing to max out and take the 
individual title. 

In F1C Erdenbat Batzorigt completed a clean sweep of 
individual titles by winning F1C, flying a Sychov folder. 

Around this time the Jury heard that there had been a problem 
with North Korea not producing their FAI licences. The 
organisers reported that some time before the event they had 
checked that the country was a current FAI member. The team 
manager did not confirm or deny this and claimed that the team 
had current FAI licences. Without internet access I could not 
immediately check their status in the FAI. The manager was 
requested to send evidence immediately they returned home, 
and until that was received the results would be provisional. 
However, when I got online in Beijing I found that North 
Korea is now shown as suspended from FAI. This was 
confirmed and they are now removed from the results. For the 
record the results by North Korea had they been included in the 
results would have been 

F1A   F1B 
2 Ri Kwang Il 1268 4 Ri Kyong Ho 1228 
3 Kim Won Chol 1262 8 Kim Hyon Chol 1071 
6 Choe Nam Il 1212 8 Choe Chung Il 1071 
F1A team  F1B team 
1 3742  3 3370 
F1 Challenge 3 7112 

Saturday was the final flying day with the Mixmen single 
competition for F1A B and C flying together for a large cash 
prize. This was not an FAI registered event, so the Jury could 
watch the arguments about the rounds: 5 min max in round 1 
starting at 6.00, followed by rounds with maxes of 4 min, 3 
min, 4 min, 5 min, then a daytime flyoff with 10 min max. This 
was all set to be sure of finishing before the award ceremony 
that evening. Actually the day had clear blue sky, the first 
round started late at 6.15 and over half the 27 entry managed 
the 5 min max. The next 2 rounds were easy but then there 
were some calm dead patches and the number of full scores 
dropped, particularly in the last round. Some F1Bs found lift 
(but not ones with full scores) and F1Cs in the same air were 
dropping. The Russian F1C flyer Kaitshuk was one of these but 
then the model held on and DTed at 5.00 about 1m above the 
ground to complete a full score. The only other one was by Per 
Findahl. At the end of the last round there was the one and only 
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questionable round time signal – barely a minute after they 
appeared to have said “3 minutes to go” the flare was fired and 
prevented Oscar Findahl from launching his final flight. They 
said that they used a stopwatch to time the rounds, but on all 
other occassions they had been accurate. I went to lunch at that 
stage but I gather it needed three flyoffs before the F1A beat 
the F1C. 

The award ceremony was held outside one of the camp hotels 
and attended by VIPs the Minister for Health and his Chairman 
for Sport, with sport in Mongolia being administered by the 
Ministry of Health. Distributing the prizes for the Mongolia 
Cup, the Asian Championships, and the Mixmen took 
considerable time, including playing the national anthem for 
each winner. This was followed, indoors, by the banquet which 
was a good buffet style meal.  

During discussions with the Minister for Health and the head 
of the Air Sports Federation I was told that they were keen to 
bid for future championships, in particular the 2015 World 
Champs. I explained that this is a very much larger event than 
the Asian Championships had been. Their answer for 
accommodation was that they would build a camp of gers on 
the field to accommodate 500 to 600 people. The Minister said 
that it would receive government aid, which had not available 
this year since the event was decided so late. It would be an 
interesting prospect with the superb flying site balanced against 
the unknowns of handling a large event and the reaction of 
visitors to the culture shock of a very different but welcoming 
country. 

 

F1A 

1 Ganzorig Chimed MGL 210 180 180 180 180 180 180 1290 

2 Yuan Gao CHN 209 153 180 180 168 180 174 1244 

3 Tumur Sanjaa MGL 207 180 125 180 180 180 180 1232 

4 Amartuvshin Avirmed MGL 210 180 180 180 107 174 167 1198 

5 Yang Lusong CHN 205 138 180 180 131 180 180 1194 

6 Mitsunobu Wada JPN 0 180 180 180 155 180 180 1055 

7 Kim Hyung Mo KOR 190 118 180 126 161 75 180 1030 

8 Son Sung Hwan KOR 163 180 180 130 0 166 180 999 

9 Jeong Giyeon KOR 119 137 80 48 61 176 146 767 

Number of maximum in each round     1 5 7 6 2 5 6  

Number of full scores up to each round 2 2 2 2 1 1 1  

F1B 

1 Sodnombaljir Shagdar MGL 240 180 180 180 180 180 180 1320 

2 Wei Yuan CHN 240 180 180 135 180 180 180 1275 

3 Dong Kunjiang CHN 175 180 167 180 180 180 180 1242 

4 Wu Yunsheng CHN 137 180 180 180 180 180 180 1217 

5 Batzorig Davaa MGL 240 180 147 180 180 166 123 1216 

6 Batbayar Chimed MGL 240 143 180 50 121 180 180 1094 

Number of maximum in each round     4 5 4 4 5 5 5  

Number of full scores up to each round 4 3 2 1 1 1 1  

F1C 

1 Erdenbat Batzorigt MGL 137 128 180 180 180 180 180 1165 

2 Yang Wei Wei CHN 0 180 180 180 180 116 160 996 

3 Erdenebayar Ulzii MGL 0 83 174 169 180 162 180 948 

4 Atae Yamazaki JPN 84 180 107 152 180 80 85 868 

5 Enkhbaatar Ochirbat MGL 240 0 103 6 0 180 180 709 

Number of maximum in each round     1 2 2 2 4 2 3  

Number of full scores up to each round 1 0 0 0 0 0 0  

 

F1A team results F1B team results 
 Country AbbrevTotal 1 China CHN 3734 
1 Mongolia MGL 3720 2 Mongolia MGL 3630 
2 Korea KOR 2796 F1C team results 
3 China CHN 2438 1 Mongolia MGL 2822 
4 Japan JPN 1055 2 China CHN 996 
    3 Japan JPN 868 

Challenge  Total F1A F1B 
  time time time time 
1 Mongolia 10172 3720 3630 2822 
2 China 7168 2438 3734 996 
3 Korea 2796 2796   
4 Japan 1923 1055  868 

MONGOLIA CUP, ULAANBAATAR, 
MONGOLIA, JULY 16-18 

with North Korea PRK removed 

F1B   22 flew 
1 S Batsuuri MGL 1320 
2 W Yunsheng CHN 1292 
3 B Davaa MGL 1272 
4 B Sosorburam MGL 1248 
5 O Findahl (J) SWE 1247 

F1A   27 flew 
1 M Wada JPN 1290 +300 +540 +252 

2 G Bachmann SUI 1290 +168 

3 P Findahl SWE 1290 +149 

4 S Hwan KOR 1241 

5 T Sanjaa MGL 1234 

6 O Findahl (J) SWE 1201 

F1A-Junior   5 flew 
1 O Findahl SWE 1201 

2 A Ganzorig MGL 1048 

3 K Hyung Mo KOR 1030 

F1B-Junior   3 flew 
1 O Findahl SWE 1247 

2 E Belyash RUS 940 

F1C   13 flew 
1 S Volodymyr SLO 1320 

2 A Kaitshuk RUS 1303 

3 L Yakovenko RUS 1223 

4 A Mikhailenko RUS 1219 

5 A Yamasaki JPN 1192 

F1P-Junior   1 flew 
1 N Zandanpurev MGL 125 



- 73- 

F1H  20 flew   
1 P Findahl SWE 596 
2 G Batbayar  MGL 451 

F1G  9 flew   
1 Wei Yuan CHN 600 
2 Kangfu Ni CHN 584 
3 S Shagdar MGL 534 

F1J  1 flew   
1 B Jamiyan MGL 477 

FF CRO CUP, KRBAVA, CROATIA, JULY 6-8 

F1A   31 flew 
1 M Lemut (J) SLO 1290 
2 R Koglot SLO 1276 
3 M Grueneis AUT 1230 
4 C Siftar (J) SLO 1209 
5 M Pavicheviaz (J) CRO 1170 
6 L Sabrija BIH 1163 
7 S Savic SRB 1146 
8 A Vrtovec SLO 1144 

F1A-Junior   14 flew 
1 M Lemut SLO 1290 
2 C Siftar SLO 1209 
3 M Pavicheviaz CRO 1170 

F1B   20 flew 
1 V Tomljanovic CRO 1320 +66 
2 I Zilberg GER 1320 
3 S Sabo BIH 1294 
4 E Hajdarevic BIH 1283 
5 S Skibicki POL 1276 

F1B-Junior   3 flew 
1 B Skibicki POL 956 
2 N Bilewicz POL 730 

F1C   7 flew 
1 F Gradi ITA 1320 +11 
2 J Wlodarczyk POL 1320 +10 
3 T Jusufbasic BIH 1307 

32ND ANTONOV CUP, KYIV, UKRAINE, 
JULY 13-15 

F1A   30 flew 
1 Y Evdokimov RUS 900 +364 
2 Y Titov RUS 900 +344 
3 S Logvinov RUS 900 +233 
4 V Beschasnyi UKR 900 +226 
5 A Beschasnyi (J) UKR 876 
6 B Limanhadi INA 832 
7 M Teterin RUS 804 
8 P Khoroshev RUS 790 

F1A-Junior   3 flew 
1 A Beschasnyi UKR 876 
2 N Lomov RUS 754 

F1B   23 flew  6 full scores 
1 A Rubchenkov RUS 900 +402 
2 O Kulakovsky UKR 900 +400 
3 O Kulakovsky UKR 900 +361 
4 I Vivchar UKR 900 +317 
5 V Starostenko UKR 900 +300 
6 Y Dobrinskyi RUS 900 +278 

F1B-Junior   3 flew 
1 A Stefanchuk UKR 834 
2 S Popov UKR 527 

F1C   14 flew  3 full scores 
1 A Babenko UKR 900 +415 
2 B Ivanov UKR 900 +388 
3 N Ploskih UKR 900 +371 

F1P-Junior   1 flew 
1 A Viazov RUS 673 

COMMONWEALTH CUP OF BELARUS, 
KYIV, UKRAINE, JULY 14-15 

F1A   21 flew  8 full scores 
1 Y Evdokimov RUS 900 +425 
2 Y Titov RUS 900 +372 
3 N Lomov (J) RUS 900 +325 
4 P Khoroshev RUS 900 +324 
5 V Kostrov RUS 900 +269 
6 V Beschasnyi UKR 900 +262 

F1A-Junior   3 flew 
1 N Lomov RUS 900 +325 
2 A Beschasnyi UKR 854 

F1B   14 flew 
1 A Kulakovsky UKR 900 +435 
2 S Stefanchuk UKR 900 +422 
3 A Rybchenkov RUS 900 +388 
4 G Gorbach RUS 900 +317 
5 A Stefanchuk (J) UKR 855 

F1B-Junior   3 flew 
1 A Stefanchuk UKR 855 
2 S Popov UKR 848 

F1C   9 flew  6 full scores 
1 E Bashinskiy UKR 900 +472 
2 D Stakhanov UKR 900 +451 
3 A Babenko UKR 900 +389 

F1P-Junior   1 flew 
1 A Viazov RUS 845 

JOHN O’DONNELL 

By Dave Hipperson 

At the end of this years Nationals my great friend John 
O’Donnell was able to retire gracefully from full on free flight 
competition after yet again winning the Model Aircraft Trophy. 
An earl memory of mine was watching him win it with his 
Maxines in 1963 in a biting north easterly gale on the same 
aerodrome as it was flown for him on this last occasion. He had 
won it before of course and was to win it numerous times 
between then and now but it’s still a challenging prize even for 
a man of his ability. As so befits the end of the contest career 
of the man who it could be argued invented proper competitive 
free flight flying, John chose the perfect moment at which to 
call it a day. 

It’s hard to accept, for any of us, that we get older and someday 
we will not be able to do certain things as well as we require to 
do them. We can always see the time to stop in others but it’s 
much more difficult to see this in ourselves. John never did 
things by halves and for the last few years mobility had 
become an issue and as he saw retrieval as a very vital and 
enjoyable part of the contest free flight whole he wasn’t 
prepared to continue with that part missing. We had discussed 
an exit strategy in some of our numerous and long telephone 
conversations. I would like to think, although doubtless he will 
contradict me, that after a lifetime of me taking his advice he 
followed mine just for once and got out while he was still way 

ahead. I just wish I had been there. 

It is no secret from the things I have written about John in the 
past that I consider him, for me at least, to be one of the most if 
not the most important men I have ever met. His contest feats 
and attitude were an inspiration to me since I was 13 years old. 
His whole professional dead straightforward outlook was spot 
on. Competitors who wanted to know line and verse would ask 
John although he would have preferred it if they too had had a 
rulebook! Editors of Aeromodeller through the ages garnered 
him with the ultimate praise of being “simple right all the 
time!” He championed fair play and quickly saw through those 
organisers that thought they could make up rules as they went 
along. He stamped on them very hard! You may have 
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complaints with the system occasionally now but believe me 
it’s in a far finer state than it might have been had our John not 
been so vigilant and active in the past. All those that might 
have crossed him or ever so often thought he was a bit of an 
ogre - be advised, he never had a bad word to say about you 
behind your back. That’s a rare thing in such a competitive 
world. Now he won’t be around so much. Be careful. You 
have your hobby in the UK because of him. My advice would 
be treat him as the Guru he has long been. Bite the bullet and 
ask him how he would save it and do as he says. After all he 
has been right for this long! 

BMFA FREE FLIGHT CHAMPIONSHIP 

  4th A NG LG Nationals  5th A 

        D1 D2 D3   Total 

1 P Ball 9 15 10 12   12 9 98 
2 C Strachan 2 4 8 7 1 6 2 46 
3 C Redrup     4 2 9 6 7.5 45.5 
4 A Shepherd 7   1 9   4   42 
5 J Foster 4 18   1 7 6   39 
6 F Rushby   4     6 13   39 
7 C Foster   5   6   12 3 36 
8 J Cooper 4 15 4 1   9   33 
8 S Darman 1     9 6 4 4 33 
8 P Watson 2 12   9   9   33 
11 T Grey 4 11 3 3 2 3   32 
12 P Woodhouse   3   9 9 6   31 
13 S Willis     5   10   12 30 
14 A Jack 9 6   6 2   6 29 
15 P Tolhurst     8 8   12   28 
16 M Quinn   6     12 6   24 
17 D Limbert 9 4     1     23 
18 S Barnes 6     3 2     22 
18 G Mannion 6 6           22 
18 J O’Donnell 9 4   9       22 
21 G Madelin 9 9           18 
22 C Edge   11.5       6   17.5 
23 M Lester   1   4 2 2 3.5 16.5 
23 R Sabey   7.5       9   16.5 

25 C Parry   7 7     2   16 

BMFA Junior Free Flight Championship 
   1st A 3rd A 4th A Nationals 

        D1 D2 D3 Total 

1 J Gibbs 1  1 2 9 6 19 

2 S Heap 2 1  2  1 6 

2 M Dixon    6   6 

2 J Mosley    6   6 

5 J Day    3   3 

6 G Day    2   2 

7 L Chilton    1   1 

CORRESPONDENCE 

From Chris Edge:   Flashing - An Alternative Viewpoint 

I read Pete Watson's letter in FFn (1207 page 63) with interest 
and agreeing with most of what he said.  

Of course flashing units have been about for years and I 
remember one being used in the Pusta Cup in 2002, albeit of a 
much bulkier and heavier design. We simply now have 
practical (ie small and light) units at quite a low cost hence 
they are being used in competitions such as the Nats and the 
1st Trials. 

I then thought some more and came up with an alternative view 
to Pete's, thinking that it has been such a shame that we haven't 
been able to time models to the ground in conditions where the 
visibility is poor and the timekeepers have had to clock off - 
not a good conclusion and very variable due to 
eyesight/binocular quality. Now we have (potentially) a cheap 
and lightweight solution to the problem such that the true 

flying time of the model can be determined and arguably 
more 'sporting' results. 

Don't forget that we now allow RCDT for all events so in 
principle you can be in discussion with your timekeeper during 
a FO (ie “I'm struggling to see it”. “OK, then I'll DT it”) and 
DT at the edge of visibility and thus gain over a non-equipped 
competitor as a DTing model is generally easier to see. As 
RCDT units are much more expensive it could be argued that 
LEDs are in fact a preferred and cheaper alternative. 

Just a thought. 

NEWS FROM BMFA FF TECH COMMITTEE 

FFTC Meeting 
The FFTC met on 28 June 2012 and the following are notes on 

items of interest: 

2012 Nationals 
An intrepid bunch of aeromodellers braved the now usual 

Nationals weather to make the event a success. The CDs made 

good decisions to enable flights to be fitted between the 

showers and gusts and thanks go to them and their many 

helpers for all their good work. 

With luck the Nationals will once again have broken even 

financially. 

Contest Calendar 
1. It is now confirmed that the Southern Gala on 22nd 

September will be at Salisbury Plain. 

2. Due to the unavailability of Sculthorpe during 

September the 2nd Team Selection event will now be 

on 3rd and 4th November. The venue will be advised 

when confirmed. 

Second Team Selection 
A CD is needed for the second Team Selection event. If you 

can help please contact John Carter  E mail 

carterbuild@yahoo.co.uk or phone 01782 398816. 

Rule Changes for 2013 
The rule change process is now in progress. Any further 

suggestions for rule changes to be applied in 2013 should be 

submitted as soon as possible to 

chris.strachan@btinternet.com. 

Equinox Cup International Event 
An entry form will be included with this FFn 

NOTICEBOARD 

SLOW POWER MODELS FOR SALE FROM TONY 

ROGERS. Tony describes these as excellent MVVS Junior 2cc 

diesel engines excellent timers and very good models which 

have won many contests. One complete model £90. Please 

phone Tony any day 01793 722859 8.30am to 8.30pm.  

JOD CONTEST MODELS FOR SALE. Due to my retirement 

from F/F competition most of my models need a new owner. 

This includes both current and Vintage designs. Most are 'high 

mileage' but they are well maintained, trimmed, and complete 

with the all the wherewithall (like rubber motors) required for 

immediate use. I could fly them straight 'out of the box'. They 

are NOT suitable for sport or fun flying - but could win 

contests for you. I am looking for offers in keeping with all 

this. This advert may appear elsewhere, so act quickly - even 

though I will allow time for those who need it ! 

For further details, and/or an emailed list, please contact me  

without undue delay: John O'Donnell, 20 Manderville Close, 

Winstanley, Wigan,  WN3 6HL, tel01942 211742      

john@odonnell3737.co.uk 

mailto:carterbuild@yahoo.co.uk
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