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March 31 

(Saturday) 

Barkston  

BMFA Northern Gala. C/G (CMA), C/R 
(Caton), B/P (Hamley);  C/E, SLOP 
(Falcons), F1H, P30, BMFA 
1/2A, Mini Vintage, HLG-CLG. Contact: 
Colin Foster  ,01904 798253  
katecol@mypostoffice.co.uk 

April 2 

(Easter Monday) 

Salisbury Plain  

Croydon Wakefield Day. F1B (in rounds), 
8oz Wakefield, 4oz Wakefield, Marcus 
Lightweights (RAFF V, Bazooka, Dinah-
mite, Supa Dupa). Start 10am. Free entry, 
but site fee applies. Contact: Ray Elliott, tel 
0208 997 7745 ray.elliott8@btinternet.com 

April 9-17 

Nalchik, Russia 

2 World Cup events F1A F1B F1C F1P.  

9th-13th Elbrus Cup, 13th-17th Naloev Cup.  

Contact: Naloev Nikolay, tel: +7 928 084 44 

79, email: naloev@mail.ru    

April 14-15 

Föhrlberg, 

Oberkotzau, 

Germany 

2 F1E World Cup events. 14th: Otto Kuttler 

Cup.  15th: Föhlberg Cup. F1E. Contact: 

Peter Kuttler, tel: +49 160 945 164 69, 

email: peter-kuttler@web.de 

April 14-15 

Deva, Romania 

Harghita Cup.  F1A F1B F1C F1P F1Q 

F1H. World Cup event. Contact: Istvan 

Kiss, tel: +407 451 614 35 / +407 352 311 

69, email: ktamara@netter.ro web: 

http://www.frmd.ro 

April 16-17 

Narrandera, NSW, 

Australia 

Tui Cup of New Zealand.  F1A F1B F1C. 

World Cup event.  Contact: Robert Wallace, 

tel: +64 6 878 4993, email: 

ffonzrjw@xnet.co.nz   web: 

http://sen.faifreeflight.org 

April 18-20 

Narrandera NSW, 

Australia 

2 World Cup events F1A F1B F1C.  18th: 

Widgiewa Cup. 20th AFFS Championships. 

Contact: Phil Mitchell, tel: +61 41 941 46 

53, email: filnoels@bigpond.net.au  

April 21 

Nova Topola, 

Bosnia and 

Herzegovina 

2nd RS Cup.  F1A F1B F1C.  Contact: 

Milos Budimcic, tel: +387 65 737 027, fax: 

+387 51 530 447, email: d7mp4vfs@teol.net 

April 22 

Peak District or 

near Melton 

Mowbray 

BMFA 1st F1E Team selection. Contact: Ian 

Kaynes, 01252 512538,    

kaynes@btinternet.com  

April 24-27 

West Wyalong, 

NSW, Australia 

Southern Cross Cup.  F1A F1B F1C. World 

Cup event.  Contact: Tahn Stowe, tel: +61 

29 66 46 198, email: 

stowes@ozemail.com.au   web: 

http://www.maaaevents.com.au  

April 28-29 

Salisbury Plain 

BMFA London Gala. 29th: C/G, C/R, C/P, 

C/E, P30, CO2. 30th: F1H, F1G, F1J, 

BMFA1/2A, Mini Vintage, E30, HLG-CLG. 

Contact: Trevor Grey 01892 539221 

May 12-13 

Salisbury Plain 

2 World Cup events. 12th Stonehenge Cup, 
13th Equinox Cup.  F1A, F1B, F1C, F1P, 
F1Q. Contact: Richard Jack, Peter Martin, 
23 Woodland Court, Dyke Road Avenue, 
Hove BN3 6DP, tel: +44 876 234 6700 
ffworldcupUK@gmail.com  

May 12 

Salonta, Romania 

Salonta Cup.  F1A F1B F1C F1H F1Q. 

World Cup event.  Contact: Sándor Vincze, 

tel: +407 247 17 992, email: 

vinczesg@gmail.com    http://www.fai1abc 

May 13 

Salonta, Romania 

Szabó Miklós Memorial Contest of 

Hungary.  F1A F1B F1C F1Q F1H. World 

Cup event.  Contact: Guti József, tel: +36 20 

363 5573, email: gutijozsef74@gmail.com   

web: http://dobosistvanmk.lapunk.hu  

May 18-21 

Samara, Russia 

Almaty Cup of Kazakhstan.  F1A F1B F1C 

F1H F1G F1P. World Cup event.  Contact: 

Dzhamel Bekeyev, tel: +7 927 702 20 71, 

old_@mail.ru   aviasergei@mail.ru   web: 

http://www.aviasamara.ru/  

May 19 

(N.B. Saturday) 

Peak District or 

near Melton 

Mowbray 

BMFA 2nd F1E Team selection. Contact: 

Ian Kaynes, 01252 512538.  

kaynes@btinternet.com 

May 20 

Area Venues 

BMFA 4th Area event. C/G, F1B 

(Gutteridge), C/P Team (Keil/Plugge), C/R, 

C/E, Vintage R/P (Plugge), Mini Vintage, 

E30 (Plugge), HLG/CLG. 
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INDOOR WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS, WEST 
BADEN, USA, MARCH 19 TO 23 

When USA were considering an offer to host this World 

Championships they chose West Baden because it offered a 

good site with the significant advantage of having 

accommodation and all services within the building. It was last 

used in 1980 when the hotel, which contains the central atrium 

which is the flying site, was in a poor state of repair. It was 

then closed in 1989. It has since been restored in an expensive 

restoration programme of the whole building which resulted in 

it opening in 2007 as a luxury hotel with 243 rooms (reduced 

from the original 508 rooms to make more spacious facilities).  

The Cook family, who sponsored the restoration, are 

supportive of its use for indoor flying and it has been used once 

a year for flying. The timing of the event was chosen to fit in 

with lowest hotel occupancy, but it continued to host its normal 

guests during the championships. Half of the atrium was a 

dedicated flying area while the other half was open for all 

guests including the café, but models were sometimes 

overflying and landing on that side of the hall.. 

The 1980 event had been flown in June and at that time it was 

hot in the hall and the hotel rooms. The complete building is 

now air-conditioned, but that in the atrium was turned off 

during the flying period of each day. Drafts from the outside 

doors were reduced by keeping doors shut as far as possible 

and added some screens. 

The first activity of the week was a two-day competition, the 

Jim Richmond Open, named in honour of the fiftieth 

anniversary of his first of eight World Champion titles. It was 

not a registered international event, because the need for FAI 

licences would discourage participation by USA flyers whose 

national bodies charge them an exorbitant fee for their FAI 

licences. The first day had very bad flying conditions, with 

many short flights but Jim Richmond managed a 24.15 to show 

his skill. He did not make a second flight, maybe reluctant to 

win the contest named in his honour. Next day the conditions 

improved, when it was a beautiful calm and sunny day outside. 

The flyer for the Jim Richmond contest serves to show the 

structure of the building with 6 floors of rooms round the atrium 

and the roof with girders, glass, and the central mushroom 

 

 

At the end of the contest, there was a long address about Jim’s 

successes and recognition of other champions, but the results 

of the competition were marked only by presenting a cup to the 

winner, nothing for the other places, such as Mark Benns in 

second place. There was a supporting display of memorabilia 

from his championship wins and from the previous West 

Baden Championship. It was while looking at mention of my 

comments as president of the FAI Jury in 1980 that I realised I 

was aged 33 at that time, less than half my current age!  

Monday was the start of the championships, with a very brief, 

opening ceremony with some introductions, the FAI and US 

anthems and the speech opening the championships. The team 

managers meeting and timekeepers briefing followed. Some 

instructions for timekeepers had been produced with a number 

of strict procedures and control of launching. These were 

diluted, so that it would be allowed to weigh motors with O-

rings if additional O-rings were provided to weigh and then 

subtract from the total. It was explained that the barriers across 

the centre of the hall were to keep the public out of the flying 

area and not to keep competitors in, and steering was possible 

anywhere in the hall. The hotel had requested no public address 

system or air horns be used, so round times would be observed 

from the displayed clock and verbal announcements. 

The entry list included 14 countries with welcome participation 

from Japan, Australia and New Zealand as the other countries 

from outside Europe alongside the local USA and Canada. 

Notable absentees included Czech Republic and Slovakia, 

partly constrained by costs of going to the USA, and some 

teams had only 2 competitors. The total participation, senior 

and junior, was very similar to the recent World 

Championships held in Europe. 

Tuesday was the first of the three championship flying days. 

Each day the schedule was a morning round from 10.00 to 

13.00, then a lunch break and time for reflights 13.00 to 14..00, 

an afternoon round 14.00 to 17.00, followed by an hour for 

reflights. The first day was cold and wet outside, with the rain 

turning to snow later in the morning.  The cold hall had terrible 

turbulent air.   

There were no flights for the first hour. After an hour and a 

half Tony Hebb was first to fly for the British team, but the 

model soon stalled and slid back to the ground. A relaunch 

followed the same pattern for a 22 sec score. John Kagan made 

rather more but was back down at 3.46. Towards the end of the 

round Mark Benns managed to fight the air for 18.08, which 

was the only senior score in double figures. US junior Chris 

Luo with 11.22 was the only other one above single figures. 

Near the end of the round the CD Steve Brown decided to 

extend the round by an hour because of the conditions and the 
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number of people waiting to fly. I objected and so did GB team 

manager Jo Halman, who pointed out there would be protests 

from those who organised their team flights to fit within the 

published schedule. The idea was dropped and the published 

schedule adhered to. The lunch break went ahead as planned 

with just test flights during that hour. The packed lunches were 

a sandwich, crisps, fruit and a cake presented in a good 

cardboard box, rumoured to have a high price tag charged by 

the hotel, but, like the cost of the rooms, a good part of the 

costs were helped by a generous sponsor. 

In the rough weather some people had been flying fixed pitch 

props, in contrast to the expectation that VP would always be 

essential with this ceiling height. There had been questions 

asked on social media about the acceptability of purchased VP 

assemblies. The Jury issued a statement on the subject: 

"The running thread in the Yahoo group generated 

uncertainty regarding the usage of purchased VPs at the 

coming F1D WCh in West Baden. Therefore, Leo 

Pilachowski, the managing director of the event requested 

the FAI jury to clear the situation before the event. As the 

FAI jury has the duty to interpret any rule in case of 

disputes or doubts, the jury is of the unanimous agreement 

as follows:  

While the VP is an important part of the model in case the 

available height of the site is limited, a purchased VP is 

not in RTF state. The usage of such VP needs expertise, 

measurements and test flights to harmonize its setting with 

the size and setting of the prop and the rest of the model, 

rubber, available height and actual conditions in the site. 

Therefore, the jury agrees to continue the practice applied 

at several previous championships, i. e. not banning the 

usage of purchased VP hubs.” 

With it now snowing outside there was no improvement in the 

inside weather during the afternoon. Best time of the round was 

achieved by Thierry Marilier with 18.10, two seconds more 

than the morning flight by Mark Benns. Hans Staartjes posted 

the best GB score in the round, and the second best time 

overall: after an attempt (delayed flight in indoor parlance) 

when the model was pushed to the ground, he climbed low 

over the pit tables, drifted across the hall, steered to the centre, 

and drifted back to the pits f0r 10.48. Mark Benns started with 

a promising climb but was then upset and was down for 7.37, 

but even this gave him a big lead on total scores at the end of 

the day, followed by Thierry and Hans, and with GB leading 

the team scores. However, surely the weather would get better 

and these scores would count for nothing? 

Wednesday started with apparently much the same conditions 

as the previous day. Tony Hebb flew first for GB. He launched 

near the pits and after a stall the model was sliding back to the 

ground when Tony caught it. After relaunch the model climbed 

quite rapidly near the wall, after some steers it came back 

towards the wall when it descended. 19.23 was on the clock 

when it landed. This was to be the high time of the round with 

margin of 5 minutes over the next best. Hans Staartjes had 

started with a strong climb but lost height after steering and 

then hit the wall for 11.11. 

The weather outside was warming and even partly sunny, with 

beneficial effects inside the atrium. Tony couldn’t equal his 

morning flight and was down for 15.16, while Hans steered 

well to keep up for 19.22. Marilier beat that with a 19.28. Mark 

Benns went up to bounce on the girders and after a few slight 

steers was coming down gently for 22.20.  

 

Mark Benns launching for his 22.20 flight in round 4 

He is standing in front of the barriers which marked 

boundary the public area (occupied here by 

timekeepers), and he was well in front of the palm trees. 

and the model landing on the carpet after that flight 

The Americans were finally getting it together, John Kagan 

posting 21.43 but then Brett Sanborn moved the level much 

higher with a massive 27.11, which was a new hall and world 

record. 

At the end of the day Mark Benns remained in the lead and GB 

was still leading team, but it was obvious the USA would 

dominate if the weather improved as forecast. 

On Thursday morning there was again a reluctance to fly early 

and there had been very few flights before 11.20 when Mark 

Benns flew in air clear of any other models. With a steady 

climb at first it drifted to the centre of the hall and suffered 

several stalls and tail slides, it came back low over the pits and 

was down in just 10 minutes. Hans was down in 16 minutes, 

but Tony managed another 19 minute flight. The highest time 

of the round was 25.45 by Zoltan Sukosd of Hungary. While 

the Americans didn’t equal that they all improved their times, 

so that they moved into the lead of the team classification. 

In the intense activity near the end of the round there had been 

a number of collisions and the reflights were taken during the 

lunch break. 
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Hans was first to fly for GB in the final round and climbed 

steadily to the roof, After 10 minutes it was bouncing on the 

girders but on the third circuit of bouncing it got caught on the 

girders and disappointingly the flight was over without 

improving his total. Next was Tony and he was soon touching 

the girders but also had a gentle midair brush with another 

model to give the ticket for a reflight. It eventually also caught 

on the girders and was hanging from its prop. Zoltan was 

flying at this time but with 21 minutes failed to improve his 

score. In the US team Jake Palmer finally made as second good 

flight with 24.46. Mark flew and was soon cruising at a well 

judged altitude just touching the girders a couple of times and 

brushing the central mushroom. 

Coming down into the centre of the 

room it was obviously going to be a 

significant improvement on his 

second-best time of 18 minutes and 

the clocks stopped at 25.04. Soon 

afterwards, Sanborn followed up 

yesterday’s 27 minutes with another 

one and an absolute hold on the top 

place. 

There now remained the reflights. 

Tony Hebb was soon near the roof 

then later climbed up to brush  the 

mushroom on a number of circles but 

finally hit the central stem and slid 

all the way down it before continuing 

to fly. That had lost some height but 

a gentle decent resulted in a time of 

25.04, exactly equal to Mark’s time. 

Also reflying was Cornelie Mangalea 

and he managed to pull out a time of 

26.18 which gave him third place 

(pushing Mark out of the medals at 

fourth) and also meant that Romania 

had taken second team place and 

pushed  GB down to third. 

With the results in doubt until the last reflights had landed, it 
was no surprise that the last minute preparations delayed the 
awards ceremony a little. Organiser Leo Pilachowski, who had 
worked intensely on preparing the event, presented all the 
medals, diploma and cups. The meeting room was the right 
size for the event but had a few pillars which gave limited 
views for some tables. The meal was served promptly 
afterwards and there was no music to limit conversation. 

The venue for the 2020 World Championships will be chosen 
at the CIAM Plenary meeting next month. With only bid 
submitted at this stage, it seems likely to be at Slanic in 
Romania. 

 !0 minutes into Tony Hebb’s reflight the model (upper 

left) is flying away from the central mushroom and 

towards the girders 

 

 

Junior Individual results 

1 Vladyslav Klymenko UKR 9.20 0.00 0.37 0.15 16.57+ 23.03* 40.00 

2 Baptiste Rompion FRA 2.33 4.00 4.55 17.17+ 15.07 19.50* 37.07 

3 Eliott Crosnier FRA 3.19 11.47 4.05 17.24+ 15.31 19.06* 36.30 

4 Timy Reveillon FRA 1.46 7.59 5.06 18.04+ 18.11* 17.51 36.15 

5 Constantin-Alex Visan ROU 0.00 0.25 1.34 4.21 14.43+ 20.32* 35.15 

6 Luca Fition ROU 4.04 0.17 3.12 10.45 14.28+ 18.07* 32.35 

7 Ross Clements USA 0.00 6.25 3.02 13.06+ 3.49 14.45* 27.51 

8 Chris Luo USA 11.22+ 3.48 8.39 9.09 10.28 15.11* 26.33 

9 Joseph Szczur USA 0.00 0.56 3.57 10.24+ 10.17 15.32* 25.56 

10 Andrei-Calin Bulai ROU 0.00 0.24 6.14+ 0.46 5.55 18.02* 24.16 

No.of best flights in each round  0 0 0 0 1 9 

No.of 2nd best flights in each round 1 0 1 5 3 0 

No.of scoring flights in each round 1 0 1 5 4 9 

No.flts exceeding  10 min  1 1 0 6 8 10 26 

No.flts exceeding  15 min  0 0 0 3 4 9 16 

No.flts exceeding  20 min  0 0 0 0 0 2 2 

Longest single flight 23.03 by Vladyslav Klymenko 
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Junior Team results 

 Country Abbrev Total Round-by-round places 
1 France FRA 109.52 3 1 1 1 1 1 
2 Romania ROU 92.06 4 4 3 3 3 2 
3 USA USA 80.20 1 2 2 2 2 3 
4 Ukraine UKR 40.00 2 3 4 4 4 4 

Individual results 

1 Brett Sanborn USA 5.36 5.10 5.17 27.11* 18.53 27.01+  54.12 

2 Zoltan Sukosd HUN 0.00 0.00 0.00 22.07+ 25.45* 21.21 47.52 

3 Corneliu Mangalea ROU 0.00 6.30 3.55 21.28+ 18.18 26.12* 47.40 

4 Mark Benns GBR 18.08 7.37 2.43 22.20+ 10.49 25.04* 47.24 

5 Jake Palmer USA 1.57 0.00 5.49 12.16 22.36+ 24.46* 47.22 

6 John Kagan USA 3.46 6.12 5.35 21.43+ 17.12 25.05* 46.48 

7 Denys Zharyi UKR 3.32 9.42 1.18 12.30 21.41+ 24.00* 45.41 

8 Horatiu Somesan ROU 1.27 0.00 0.58 20.08 20.50+ 24.50* 45.40 

9 Anthony Hebb GBR 0.22 1.30 19.23+ 15.16 19.14 25.04* 44.27 

10 Thomas Merkt GER 0.18 1.25 4.42 17.45 19.36+ 23.35* 43.11 

11 Didier Barberis FRA 3.25 5.02 3.37 5.25 20.46+ 22.02* 42.48 

12 Tomasz Momot POL 1.39 2.31 8.08 18.08+ 1.39 23.30* 41.38 

13 Vladyslav Klymenko UKR 9.20 0.00 0.37 0.15 16.57+ 23.03* 40.00 

14 Rainer Lotz SUI 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 18.35+ 20.28* 39.03 

15 Dmytro Sednov UKR 6.55 3.11 12.58 19.23* 19.13+ 4.17 38.36 

16 Thierry Marilier FRA 3.13 18.10+ 3.03 19.28* 2.47 10.46 37.38 

17 Hans Staartjes GBR 2.10 10.48 11.11 19.22* 16.21+ 10.30 35.43 

18 Aurel Popa ROU 0.39 1.10 3.32 16.10+ 5.27 19.27* 35.37 

19 Istvan Botos HUN 0.00 7.49 4.01 17.52* 7.14 17.28+ 35.20 

20 Robert Champion FRA 4.19 3.18 11.56 6.31 15.09+ 19.51* 35.00 

21 Uwe Bundesen GER 0.00 0.00 4.04 11.33+ 0.48 23.04* 34.37 

22 Edward Ciapala POL 0.00 9.18 5.21 15.32+ 7.10 18.27* 33.59 

23 Shoji Kaneko JPN 6.15 5.37 12.17 14.31 14.52+ 18.49* 33.41 

24 Kazumasa Kihara JPN 0.00 0.00 7.00 9.54+ 3.00 23.38* 33.32 

25 Alex Secara AUS 0.00 9.55 4.51 15.22+ 11.27 17.14* 32.36 

26 Vilim Zobec CRO 0.00 3.36 14.23 15.47* 2.24 15.27+ 31.14 

27 Arend Borst CAN 3.04 0.00 14.10 14.25+ 15.22* 6.48 29.47 

28 Kang Lee Yuan W/C 0.00 0.00 3.27+ 22.57* 1.27 0.10 26.24 

29 Dmytro Silin CAN 2.58 7.20+ 4.34 17.22* 3.52 3.58 24.42 

30 Tim Hayward-Brown AUS 1.31 3.07 3.11 9.12+ 8.12 14.28* 23.40 

31 Okitsugu Sasaki JPN 1.26 2.44 5.36 16.08* 6.31 6.56+ 23.04 

32 Edmund Liem CAN 0.00 1.47 0.00 7.05+ 15.49* 5.53 22.54 

33 Vladimir Linardic CRO 0.00 7.20+ 1.14 14.32* 4.50 6.04 21.52 

34 Max Newcombe AUS 3.19 4.59 5.46+ 3.51 5.42 13.56* 19.42 

35 Rene Butty SUI 0.00 0.00 0.00 13.40* 5.50+ 0.38 19.30 

36 William Long NZL 0.00 0.00 2.42 10.01* 2.38 8.41+ 18.42 

37 Kay Long NZL 0.00 0.00 1.46 5.45* 1.59+ 0.34 7.44 

No.of best flights in each round  0 0 0 13 3 21 

No.of 2nd best flights in each round 0 3 3 13 13 5 

No.of scoring flights in each round 0 3 3 26 16 26 

No.flts exceeding  15 min  1 1 1 20 17 23 63 

No.flts exceeding  20 min  0 0 0 7 5 16 28 

No.flts exceeding  25 min  0 0 0 1 1 5 7 

Longest single flight 27.11 by Sanborn Brett 

Team results 

 Country Abbrev Total Round-by-round places 

1 USA USA 148.22 3 5 7 2 1 1 

2 Romania ROU 128.57 8 10 10 3 3 2 

3 United Kingdom GBR 127.34 1 1 1 1 2 3 

4 Ukraine UKR 124.17 2 3 3 6 4 4 

5 France FRA 115.26 4 2 2 4 5 5 

6 Japan JPN 90.17 5 6 4 5 8 6 

7 Hungary HUN 83.12 0 11 11 11 7 7 

8 Germany GER 77.48 10 12 12 12 10 8 

9 Canada CAN 77.23 6 7 6 7 6 9 

10 Australia AUS 75.58 7 4 5 10 9 10 

11 Poland POL 75.37 9 8 9 9 12 11 

12 Switzerland SUI 58.33 0 0 0 14 13 12 

13 Croatia CRO 53.06 0 9 8 8 11 13 

14 New Zealand NZL 26.26 0 0 13 13 14 14 
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FAI FREE FLIGHT RANKING 

Ranking for March 1.   

Full details at  www.freeflightnews.org.uk/ranking/latest.htm  

  country  place pts recent 
   pts change change results 
F1A 
1 A Balassiano ISR 2895 1 208 MM18=562+3  

KW18=557+3  

NA18=0-113   
2 P Findahl SWE 2863 -1 -99 KW18=0-110   
3 D Halbmeier GER 2510 1 198 NA18=358  

KW18=355   
4 E Ragot FRA 2368 -1 -154  
5 D Yaremenko UKR 2080 0 -67  
6 A Khoroshev RUS 2048 4 22  
7 S Makarov RUS 2026 1 -41  
8 T Weimer GER 2008 1 -46  
9 M Kosonozhkin RUS 1984 7 164 KW18=456+13  

MM18=48-60   
10 J Carter GBR 1975 2 6  

F1B 

1 S Stefanchuk UKR 2757 0 12  
2 O Kulakovsky UKR 2681 1 8 NA18=454   
3 M Rigault FRA 2500 -1 -176  
4 A Andriukov USA 2464 1 50 KW18=449+3   
5 B Gostojic SRB 2387 -1 -150  
6 S Sabo CRO 2343 1 2  
7 A Ribchenkov RUS 2171 1 -67  
8 O Ischenko UKR 2147 1 0  
9 A Krawiec POL 2130 2 33  
10 At Bulatov RUS 2061 -4 -314  

F1C 

1 V Sychov SLO 2966 1 15  
2 V Aleksandrov UKR 2959 -1 3  
3 L Savukhina RUS 2800 2 283 KW18=518+3   
4 Y Shvedenkov CAN 2753 -1 215 NA18=518  

MM18=317-6   
5 X Sheng CHN 2497 -1 -30  
6 A Babenko UKR 2478 2 161 MM18=519+10  

KW18=316  

NA18=0-30   
7 N Rekhin RUS 2393 -1 -55  
8 J Roots EST 2266 -1 -62  
9 A Banci ITA 2230 0 9  
10 R Truppe AUT 2060 2 -47  

F1E 

1 D Bildea ROU 2302 0 -179  
2 J Zurowski POL 2236 0 -122  
3 R Sifleet USA 1936 6 280 CA18=513  

KE18=0-46   
4 M Richardson USA 1893 21 717 CA18=412+6  

KE18=313+3   
5 T Laura FRA 1800 -2 -29  
6 J Orel CZE 1741 -1 -61  
7 F Draghici ROU 1716 -1 -72  
8 A Roux FRA 1684 2 29  
9 R Mang AUT 1678 -1 13  
10 A Winker GER 1675 -6 -129  

NEWS FROM BMFA FF TECH COMMITTEE 

All correspondence re this news to the FFTC Secretary: Chris 
Strachan, 56 Way Lane, Waterbeach, Cambridge, CB25 9NQ  
E-mail:  chris.strachan@btinternet.com 

The FFTC met at BMFA Office Leicester on the 14 March 
2018. 

Contest Calendar 2018 

Version 3.0 has the following changes: 

Northern Gala date and venue (see below). Contact is 
Colin Foster  01904 798253 katecol@mypostoffice.co.uk 

Southern Gala on August 18 includes Club Championship.  

Northern Gala 

The Northern Gala has been moved from Good Friday to Easter 
Saturday to enable it to take place at RAF Barkston Heath. The 
gate usually used for the Nats will be manned for periods 
during the day. Grantham Club hold the licence for the site and 
we are grateful to them agreeing for us to use the site alongside 
them for the day. Please treat the airfield with great respect to 
ensure that we can hopefully gain further future use of this 
premium site. Take extra care not to leave any FOD, even as 
small as a rubber band or cigarette end, or to spill any fuel on 
tarmac areas. Full guidance will be given at the gate and 
control. 

2nd Area Event 

Due to extreme weather and Met Office advice not to travel the 
2nd Area Contest was cancelled. 

Buckminster 

The FFTC have booked the Buckminster National Centre site 
for an informal day of free flight flying and trimming on 
Monday April 16. It would be great to see a good turnout, 
fingers crossed for a nice day. If you have not been there before 
it would be a good opportunity to check the site out. All that 
have been there so far have been very positive about its 
potential as a trimming and small field site for free flight. If 
you are interested in making use of the site on any other days 
the details are contained on the BMFA web site home page. 

2018 Season Ticket – a reminder 

The cost of the 2018 Season Ticket has been set at £50. It 
represents excellent value covering entry to all FFTC run events 
apart from the Nationals and Area site access fees. For 2018 
there will be additional events at all area events making this 
even better value than before. Season tickets for 2018 are 
available now from John Carter. 

To apply for a season tickets please write to John providing the 
following:- 

  Copy of your BMFA membership card 

  Your home postal address and e mail address 

  Cheque for £50 made payable to BMFA 

  A stamped self-addressed envelope 

John’s address is - La Petite Maison, 45 Grindley Lane, Meir 
Heath, Stoke on Trent, Staffs, ST3 7LN Email – 
nordicf1a@outlook.com    

2018 Free Flight Nationals 

The 2018 Free Flight Nationals entry form and supporting 
information is now available on the BMFA Web Site. Entries 
must arrive at the BMFA Office before the 14

th 
May. 

WINTER CUP F1E, VYSKOV, CZECH 
REPUBLIC, MARCH 10-11 

Ian Kaynes 

This year it had been very cold just before the event but it was 
thawing over this weekend. The state of the farm tracks that 
cars had to be parked on the road and walk to the flying site. 
On the first day this was about 2km from the road, and those 
who chose to carry their full model boxes were regretting it on 
the long slippery sloping track to the hill. The Czechs have so 
many good hills in a small area around Vyskov and this was a 
hill I had not flown on before. It was quite good, but the wind 
was blowing somewhat from one side. The fields were 
generally clear but where ploughed it was very heavy going, 
with something like 1% of the Czech republic sticking to your 
boots. The maxes were set at 240 for the first 3 rounds and then 
increased to 300 for the final two rounds in order to reduce the 
number of full scores. This aim was successful and Jean-Luc 
Drapeau won with the only full score at the end of the day. 

The second day had a slightly different wind direction so 
another site was used. This entailed only a few minutes walk 
from the car park area to the hill, but there were fewer present 
since the Austrians and Slovakians had not returned for another 
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long walk to fly. The wind was stronger but still very smooth 
and slightly hard to predict the required ballast. Most people 
had one flight soaring over the line and then others with too 
much ballast and flying forwards more than ideal. Maxes had 
been 180, 240, 240, 300, 300 and at the end a flyoff was 
needed between Jean-Luc Drapeau and Vojtech Zima. Jean-
Luc won, to completea good weekend for the only French flyer 
to attend the event. 

Winter Cup I, March 10 

F1E   21 flew 

1 J Drapeau FRA 500.00 
2 I Treger SVK 495.00 
3 E Mang AUT 485.67 
4 F Kanczok POL 477.00 
5 J Orel CZE 474.00 
6 R Mang AUT 473.00 
7 M Vysoka CZE 472.67 
8 M Tomazzoni ITA 467.33 
9 W Moj POL 454.17 
10 I Kaynes GBR 434.67 
11 M Strafellini ITA 433.00 

F1E-Junior   4 flew 

1 F Buliga ROU 396.34 
2 R Birjovanu ROU 333.92 

Winter Cup II, March 11 

F1E   17 flew 

1 J Drapeau FRA 500.00 +232 
2 V Zima CZE 500.00 +170 
3 J Blazek CZE 493.00 
4 I Kaynes GBR 491.00 
5 M Strafellini ITA 471.66 
6 M Tomazzoni ITA 453.00 
7 T Hlavinka CZE 425.83 
8 J Orel CZE 423.33 
9 F Kanczok POL 421.00 

F1E-Junior   4 flew 

1 D Vasilescu ROU 293.08 
2 A Dinu ROU 282.17 

F1G 2017 BY TOMAS BENES 

The wing is all-white, carbon is used only for spars and rib 
caps. The rear of the wing profile can thus be made very thin. 
The torsion stiffness is ensured by cross ribs in the front of the 
profile. This solution is surprisingly tough and the wing has no 
tendency to twist. The main spar also relatively small cross-
sections of the flanges, but if they are consistently stuck to the 
web (with the grain vertical!), they can easily withstand 
strenuous launches. The forward sweep of the wing tips moves 
the aerodynamic centre of the wing slightly forward, so that the 
leading edge of the pylon is moved a little further away from 
the propeller and is therefore less likely to tip the propeller to 
the wing. But it's also because I like it so much. 

Fin and tail structures are similar to the wing. The tail spar is 
made of two flanges and web like the wing, but the fin has just 
a balsa spar. Forward sweep of the fin is aesthetic only. 

The fuselage is made from balsa tubes, the front with thickness 
2.5 mm, and the rear 1 mm. It is good to reinforce the front 
tube, for example, by a single layer of thin silk. Geometry is 
the opposite of the current trend of "non-pylon" solutions - the 
front is sloped downwards to reduce the air resistance. 
However, composite tubes are thinner and there is probably no 
point in this direction for those. 

The hub is an aluminum Montreal system and the propeller 387 
mm diameter. Unfortunately I cannot quote the pitch. 

The trim is right-left, which brings advantages and 
disadvantages. The model definitely has better thermalling, on 
the other hand it sometimes happens that after a good motor 
climb, due to the change of turn direction it will fly out of the 
lift. I'm flying on a motor giving about 35seconds run. The tail 
is slightly down at the start for approximately the first 2-3 
seconds. The centre of gravity is at 61% of the wing chord, if 
the wing tips are not swept forward, it will shift to about 65%. 
The inner right wing has slight washin, and on the right tip 
there is slightly more washout than the left.. The propeller right 
thrust and slight downthrust. 
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