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July 7 Saturday 

Peak District/near 

Melton Mowbray 

BMFA 4th F1E Team selection. Contact: 

Ian Kaynes, 01252 512538.  

kaynes@btinternet.com  

July 8  

Area Venues 

BMFA 6th Area event. F1A 

(KMAA/Plugge), P30, Vintage R/P, F1QUK 

(Plugge),  SLOP, Tailless (Plugge), C/G, 

C/R, C/P, C/E, HLG/CLG 

July 21-22 

Sculthorpe 

BMFA East Anglian Gala. 21st: B/R, 

Vintage R/P, Classic Glider, E36, Tailless, 

HLG-CLG, P30. 22nd: B/G, B/P, C/E, 

Vintage G, Classic R/P, Mini Vintage, CO2, 

Bowden. Contact: Michael Marshall, 01223 

246142.  hiver666@aol.com 

July 21-22 

Szentes, Hungary 

Herend Cup.  F1A F1B F1C F1P F1H F1Q. 

World Cup event.  Contact: Ferenc Kerner, 

tl: +36 205815349 ferenc.kerner@herend.com   

web: www.herendimodellezose.hu  

July 23-25 

Muncie, Indiana, 

USA 

Nationals.  F1A F1B F1C F1Q. World Cup 

event. Contact: Aram Schlosberg, tel:+1 917 

446 3222  e: aram.schlosberg1@verizon.net   

web: http://www.modelaircraft.org  

July 23-30 

Szentes, Hungary 

FAI F1 European Championships F1A F1B 

F1C.   web: http://www.faif1abc.com  

July 28 

Salisbury Plain  

Croydon Wakefield Day. F1B (in rounds), 

8oz Wakefield, 4oz Wakefield, Marcus 

Lightweights (RAFF V, Bazooka, Dinah-

mite, Supa Dupa). Start 10am. Free entry, 

but site fee applies. Contact: Ray Elliott, tel 

0208 997 7745 ray.elliott8@btinternet.com 

August 3-5 

Pazardzik, 

Bulgaria 

2 World Cup events F1A F1B F1C F1P F1Q 

F1H Aug 3-4 Sofia Cup., Aug 4-5 Bulgaria 

Cup.  Contact: Valentin Savov, tel: +35 988 

840 8940, email: valio@dir.bg   web: 

http://www.F1ABC.com 

August 4  

Saturday 

North Luffenham 

Timperley Free Flight Gala.  Comb R, 

Comb G, Comb P, HLG/CLG, Mini-

Vintage, E36. 10am to 5.30pm.  Airfield 

charge. Flyers require BMFA membership. 

Contact -Gerry Ferer, 0161.928.4955,  

gferer@hotmail.com 

August 4-5 

Beauvoir-sur-

Niort, France 

Azay le Brule Inter.  F1A F1B F1C F1P 

F1Q F1G F1H F1J F1K F1S.  Contact: 

Andre Trachez, tel: +33 6 06 57 35 50, e: 

andre.trachez@laposte.net  

August 5-11 

Pazardzik, 

Bulgaria 

FAI F1 Junior World Championships  F1A 

F1B F1P.    http://www.BFAVIO.com  

August 10-11 

Noizé, Thouars, 

France 

Poitou.  F1A F1B F1C F1P F1Q. World Cup 

event.  Contact: Yves Bellet, tel: +33 5 49 

66 56 99, email: bellet.y@orange.fr      

http://poitou-aero.com  

August 11 

Tottenham, 

Ontario, Canada 

Canada Cup.  F1A F1B F1C. World Cup 

event.  Contact: Leslie Farkas, tel: +1 905 

886 6959, email: aljolie@sympatico.ca   

web: http://www.torontofreeflight.org  

August 12 

Tottenham, 

Ontario, Canada 

Huron Cup.  F1A F1B F1C F1Q. World Cup 

event. Contact: Tony Mathews, tel: +1 705 

854 0698, email: tmathews1@sympatico.ca   

web: http://www.torontofreeflight.org  

August 13-14 

St Jean de Sauves, 

France 

Hispano-Francia Contest F1A F1B F1C 

F1Q. World Cup event. Contact: Benoit 

Jacquemin, tel: +33 60 800 2780  

benoit.jacquemin@vol-libre-moncontourois.fr   

web: http://www.vol-libre-moncontourois.fr  

August 15 

St Jean de Sauves, 

France 

Moncontourois 2 Minutes.  F1G F1H F1J 

F1S.   Contact: Benoit Jacquemin, see Aug 

13-14 entry  
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BMFA NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS, 
BARKSTON HEATH, MAY 26-28 

Saturday 26
th

 

Light winds in morning, the afternoon was hot and thermally 

with 10 to 20 mph. At flyoff time wind 10 mph with zero lift 

BMFA Glider  24 flew  BMFA Rubber   19 flew 

1 J Cooper 7.30 +2.09 1 P Ball 7.30 +3.33 

2 C Foster 7.50 +2.04 2 P Woodhouse 7.30 +3.06 

3 R Jack 7.30 +1.49 3 K Taylor 6.58  

4 C Parry 7.30 +0.46 4 J Patton 5.58  

5 C Williams 7.14  5 M Marshall 5.42  

6 R Heap 7.12  6 D May 5.00  

7 C Edge 7.05  6 J Leadbeater 5.00  

8 K Best 6.53  8 J Arnott 4.50  

9 S Darmon 6.48  9 K Gibson 4.48  

10 S Bowles 6.46  10 A Winter 4.36  

11 C McKenzie 6.14  11 P Gibbons 4.17 

12 R Mosley 5.12  12 T Bailey 3.46 

BMFA Electric  9 flew  BMFA Power 9 flew, 6 full 

1 C Redrup 7.30 +5.56 1 T Payne 7.30 +5.01 

2 T Grey 7.30 +4.49 2 N Allen 7.30 +4.34 

3 P Watson 7.30 +4.36 3 S Barnes 7.30 +3.31 

4 R Marking 7.26  4 S Dixon 7.30 +3.02 

5 P Jellis 7.13  5 A Brown 7.30 +1.30 

Catapult Glider  8 flew  Tailless  8 flew 

1 M Benns 6.09  1 M Doyle 7.30 +3.56 

2 B Kimball 5.09  2 E Challis 7.30 +1.45 

3 P Ball 4.14  3 C Strachan 7.05  

4 G Percival 3.23  4 R Newman 4.11  

E30   13 flew    Frog Junior  2 flew 

1 R Brigginshaw6.00 +4.42 1 G Day 3.46 

2 A Shepherd 6.00 +2.55 2 J Day 3.06 

3 R Marking 6.00 +2.48  

4 G Warburton 6.00  Womens Cup   1 flew 

5 A Powis 5.53  1 G Gibson 4.00 

6 M Peters 5.45   

7 C Redrup 5.35   

Sunday 28
th

 

Hot and sunny, wind gusting 20mph, lighter by flyoffs at 7pm. 

F1A    12 flew    Slow Open Power 11 flew 

1 C Edge 9.54  1 P Woodhouse 6.00 +5.58 

2 J Cooper 9.12  2 S Barnes 6.00 +5.40 

3 C Williams 8.58  3 P Ball 6.00 +4.16 

4 P Tribe 8.30  4 C Shepherd 6.00 +2.06 

5 G Peck 8.27  5 C Foster 5.40  

6 P Williams 7.50  6 A Housden 4.38  

F1B  5 flew    F1C   3 flew 

1 P Ball 10.00 +3.45 1 N Allen 10.00 +4.35 

2 P Pietrazak 10.00 +2.24 2 A Jack 10.00 4.28 

3 B Peers 9.52  3 S Dixon 10.00 3.40 

F1Q   5 flew    P30   27 flew 

1 C Redrup 10.00  1 E Challis 6.00 

2 T Grey 9.35  2 A Winter 5.53 

3 I Kaynes 8.01  3 M Page 5.47 

HLG   9 flew   4 C Strachan 5.28 

1 M Benns 6.12  4 S Fielding 5.16 

2 I Clark 5.28  6 G Foster 5.11 

3 P Cowley 3.39  7 A Powis 4.59 

4 S Brewer 3.29  8 D Norewood 4.47 

5  Philpott 2.49  9 A Shepherd 4.40 

Vintage Rubber/Power 11 fl 9 W Dennis 4.39 

1 S Willis 6.00  11 P Gibbons 4.28 

2 J Paton 4.16  12 P Watt 4.23 

3 J Ferrer 4.00  13 D Taylor 4.10 

4 R Mosley 3.40  14 T Bailey 3.47 

5 J Day 3.28   

Monday 

Sunny, light winds 

F1H / A1  10 flew   Vintage Glider   6 flew 

1 C Parry 10.00 +8.23 1 D Cox 6.00 +3.10 

2 G Cooper 10.00 +2.33 2 C Foster 6.00 +2.12 

3 A Madelin 10.00 +2.28 3 R Taylor 6.00 +1.32 

4 J Jack 10.00 +2.26 4 I Wilkinson 6.00  

5 C Heap 9.45  4 R Mosley 6.00  

F1G/CdH  18 flew   Mini Vintage  18 flew 

1 P Ball 10.00 +5.53 1 D Taylor 6.00 +4.03 

2 A Winter 10.00 +2.34 2 J Arnott 6.00 +3.26 

3 D Thompson 9.57  3 A Shepherd 6.00 +3.04 

4 R Vaughan 9.39  4 C Foster 6.00 +2.40 

5 G Foster 9.32  5 M Stagg 6.00 +1.48 

6 C Mckenzie 9.30  6 G Couson 6.00 +1.36 

7 W Dennis 9.09  7 A Winter 6.00 +1.32 

8 M Marshall 9.08  8 J Pattn 6.00 +0.59 

9 E Challis 8.29  9 W Hodkinson 5.42  

F1J Power  3 flew   BMFA 1/2A Power  5 
flew 

1 T Payne 9.58  1 S Dixon 6.00 +3.51  

2 S Dixon 9.57  2 S Barnes 6.00 +1.51 

    3 D Ginns 6.00  

E36   17 flew    CO2  6 flew 

1 P Watson 6.00 +4.00 1 C Strachan 6.00  

2 M Benns 6.00 +2.26 2 G Warburton 5.46  

3 S Philpot 6.00 +1.23 3 T Grey 5.42 +1.50 

4 C Edge 6.00 +1.09 4 P Gibbons 5.42 +0.56 

5 R Marking 6.00 +1.00 Classic Rubber/Power  

7 flew 

6 R Brigginshaw6.00 +0.25 1 A Moorhouse 6.00 3.58 

7 T Payne 5.45  2 S Barnes 6.00  

8 P Jellis 5.35  2 D Davitt 6.00  

9 C Redrup 5.21  4 D May 5.28  

Classic Glider  12 flew 

1 D Hambley 6.00 +3.24  

2 C Parry 6.00 +2.32  

3 D Cox 6.00 +2.29  

4 C Redrup 6.00 ̀ +2.15  

5 C Foster 6.00 +1.31  

6 K Best 6.00 +0.10  

7 J Richardson 5.53   

Nationals Class Championships 

Points and placings calculated in line with BMFA Rule 3.1.11 

Power Championship 

   Sat Sunday Monday 

  BMFA  F1C SLOP F1J 1/2 A Total 

1 S Barnes 4   6   4 14 

2 T Payne 9     3   12 

3 P Woodhouse     9   1 10 

4 S Dixon 3 1     6 10 

5 N Allen 6 3       9 

6 P Ball     4     4 

7 A Jack   2     2 4 

Electric Championship 

   Saturday Sun Mon   

  BMFA  E30 F1Q E36 Total 

1 C Redrup 9 1 6   16 

2 P Watson 4     9 13 

3 R Brigginshaw   9   1 10 

4 T Grey 6   4   10 

5 R Marking 3 4 1   8 

6 A Shepherd   6     6 

6 M Benns       6 6 

7 S Philpott       4 4 
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Glider Championship  

  Sat Sun Monday   

   BMFA  F1A F1H CL,C Total 

1 J Cooper 9 6 6   21 

2 C Parry 3   9 6 18 

3 C Edge 1 9     10 

4 D Hambley       9 9 

5 C Foster 6     2 8 

6 R Jack 4   3   7 

7 D Cox       4 4 

7 G Madelin     4   4 

7 J Williams   4     4 

Rubber Championship 

   Sat Sunday Mon 

  BMFA  F1B P30 F1G Total 

1 P Ball 9 6   9 24 

2 A Winter     6 6 12 

3 E Challis     9   9 

4 P Woodhouse 6       6 

5 P Pietrzak   4     4 

5 T Page     4   4 

5 K Taylor 4       4 

5 D Thomson       4 4 

9 J Paton 3       3 

9 B Peers   3     3 

9 C Strachan     3   3 

9 R Vaughn       3 3 

UK TEAM FOR EUROPEAN 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 

The European Championships for F1A F1B F1C will be held 
Szentes, Hungary from July 22 to 29. This is the same general 
location as the 2017 World Championships. 

Starting with F1A, Chris Edge writes: 

I'll be taking many of the same models as last year with just 
one new one. #49, #52 and #53 are the 'Short LDA' design by 
Tony Mathews as built by others with my input to hooks, 
timers, GPS etc (see last years comments for details) and I'll 

also be taking #51, the Stamov SBT, for the longer flights. 

Almost by accident #54 was assembled from parts previously 
enjoyed by others. The wing/tail is an open structure GEF 
design from 4-5 years ago which is close in planform to #51 so 
trimming hasn't been too onerous; it has a Fx10 timer with 
RenHook. This will be a backup to #51 and may be one of the 

four chosen if the forecast looks suitable. 

I think it's important to learn from your mistakes so I made two 
significant changes this year. First, no strimming. John Carter 

unfortunately injured himself with one a few weeks before last 
year's contest and so, to the obvious chagrin of SEE, the grass 
at Jordonlaw has been growing long. Imagine our surprise 
when out of the new savannah walked a few members of the 
long-lost 'Daeyeken' tribe who we entertained for a few weeks 
before they moved off; I did explain to SEE that I was doing 

this for the good of Team GB but the hard stare said it all. 

Second, towlines. Despite all my research on knots and testing 
I was bitten by a failure on the 2nd round last year and vowed 
that this must not happen again. I researched many materials 
and texts on the subject and all said that arachnid fibres were 
the strongest and stiffest by weight by far. I toiled for weeks 
collecting material from around the house before I had enough 
to test, noting that if you leave a towring in the right place 
there are no knots - champion ! The testing proved the concept 
so now to get enough for some complete lines. This was 
proving harder than you might imagine until a chance 
conversation with the team member from Pluckley revealed he 
had a large population of Phlogius crassipes; who would have 
thought it. So some were collected and brought back here for 
fibre farming. OK, so we should have kept them further apart 

from the chickens but after a difficult start a full towline was 
produced, tested and flown with. It's early days but results are 
good, no breakages, but the line does attract flies and midges 
which unfortunately increase the drag, so I have equipped my 
runner with cans of insect spray to be used during the 
acceleration phase. I'm sure they will be no problems. 

And from Richard Jack: 

The weather in the UK has afforded plenty of opportunities for 
test and competition flying so far this summer, so I head 

towards the championships with plenty of air under my wings. 

I will be travelling with 6 models. 4x short models and 2x long 
models, sporting a variety of wing sections and flaps, two of 
these models are new since the last time I was in a 
championships team two years ago. The newest was only 
finished in the last month, so I will be out flying this as much 
as possible over the next couple of weeks to decide whether it’s 

ready for use at the champs. 

This is my sixth participation in a senior champs, so I feel very 
comfortable in the team and look forward to working with 
them towards some positive results. 

John Williams writes: 

This will be my fifth team place in six years. Sounds good 
doesn’t it but because all F1A classes are declining in the UK 
now days not so hard to make the team. I remember my first 
team place. I was a teenager and the trials was F1A day at the 
Nationals, I think the year was 1976. No less than 106 people 
flew and the top three were the team. I made third using my old 
Lively Lady. This was the same design that Elton Drew used to 
win his world championship. I made the whole model myself, 
as we all did in those days, but for the Ronitube fuselage and 
the KSB timer. How things have changed. For the better or for 

the worse, I will let you decide. 

This year’s team trails were poorly attended with no more than 
ten or twelve starting in F1A. So to get in the team you only 
have to beat three other fliers, in F1C I believe four fliers were 

competing for three places, that’s even easier. 

These days I buy all my F1A models from Rene 
Limberger/Anton Gorskiy. I am very fortunate to be close to 
both these guys and trimming help via email is always at hand 
if needed. The models are expensive at approximately $3,500 
each so I can appreciate and accept the criticism that I am part 
buying my way to success. Just call me the Fake sheikh! I 
don’t mind because there are hundreds of fliers doing the same 
all over the world. In fact the truth is unless you are incredibly 
talented there is no other route to go if you want to be 

competitive on the world stage. 

This year I will be taking five models. Three of these will be 
short models, two with standard section and the other a LDA. 
The other two will be long LDA’s all carbon models. I have 
done a lot of flying this year and intend not to fly in Hungary 
except in the contest, it’s too hot to fly unless completely 
necessary.  Because so many people have these models it’s 
almost impossible to write something new or interesting about 
them, none of the R and D has been done at home, so I am 
flying someone else’s creation . I have been experimenting 
with towlines and now almost always fly using 200 lb spectra, 

even in wind such as the Nationals this year.  

This year we have almost no supporters and if it is as hot as 
last year (same venue, well very close) retrieval and flying will 
be tough. I am sure we will all try our best. 

Moving now to F1B and Mike Woodhouse: 

This year I will again be in two roles. I will be there as both 
manager and part of the F1B team. 

Getting the manager aspect out of the way first. In summary 

it’s been a bit frustrating with getting information out of the 
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organisers. We have done what we can before we depart and 

we hope that this is sufficient. We were in Hungary in 2017, 

the organisation had issues we have to hope that they will have 

learned from their previous experience. 

I will be taking 6 models as that is what will go in the box. 

There is nothing very different about them. They are tried and 

trusted models. I had hoped to have GPS equipped models 

featuring fully carbon skinned wings, but these have not 

arrived in time. 

The 6 models?   2 six panel winged, 2 large, 1 medium and 1 

short will be making the trip. The models are all closely related 

and if required bits can be exchanged as, across the fleet, all 

the fittings are universal. The large medium and short wings 

are all Andruikov derivatives. The six panel are from 

Stepanchuk and are the best performing with a nice wandering 

glide. The tails are the usual Wobbeking style with tubular 

carbon spar rather than a ”D” box. The fins are from 

Stepanchuk and have 3-position rudder. The mid position 

allows me to fiddle and tune the mid section of the climb, I 

find that without it the models can, at times, wander straight 

downwind. The intermediate change can be brought in 

anywhere in the climb from the VIT stage or close to prop fold. 

The prop units are AA VP with AA blades. Two of the units 

have modified cams that have an initial low pitch phase, the 

idea is a fast getaway. I’ve tried other blades, but the AA to me 

to be the best that I have. The fuzs. are all carbon, I prefer a 

carbon/Kevlar composite motor tube as it is stiffer than the 

pure Kevlar tube. The booms save for the short model are also 

carbon. These carbon booms I find easier to work with when 

compared to the alloy type. The short model has an alloy 

boom, a special given to me by Andrey Burdov. This boom is 

the best boom that I have ever handled with respect to strength, 

weight and stiffness. I must opt for more of these booms. The 

pylons are from Stepanchuk, now all carbon, these pylons I 

commissioned from Stepan included the fitting of the “Sidus” 

electronics. Full electronics but not GPS as yet. 

That’s the models, so what about the rubber? I will be using 

Tan Super Sport. I will take several different vintages and see 

what works best when we get there.  

Apart from weighing and badging the toys and fitting all in the 

box we are sort of prepared for a trip to Hungary 

Now from Russell Peers: 

Again in the team!  Having not kept records I do not know how 

many previous teams I have been in but know it has been many 

(ed: this is the 22nd team) both World and European Champs 

and am especially proud to have won 1 Individual Bronze and 

2 team Bronze medals.  I shall be taking 7 1.8metre Androkov 

complete models or assembled from his parts.  I shall take the 

same models as last year and also the same batch of rubber. 

Am I looking forward to returning to Hungary ?!!!  I am 

finding it physically harder to fly F1B and see a time when I 

shall be unable to compete.  A pity as I have no desire to fly 

other classes. My biggest competitor is Father Time !  We have 

3 very good teams and hope we all do very well.  As followers 

of Test Match Special cricket the great England fast bowler 

Fred Trueman said “the greatest honour a sportsman can 

receive is to represent their country in their chosen sport” I 

could not agree more.  

The F1B team is completed by Mike Woolner flying on his 

16th F1B team. 

In F1C Alan Jack reports: 

I have six models available for the champs. Four of them are 

flappers. Three of them come from the lineage with flat 

bottoms to the section when the flaps are up. The oldest (29) 

has built up flaps,  the second oldest (38) has carbon skinned 

flaps and the youngest (40) has foam/carbon flaps. This last 

model also has deforming leading edges - or "snoots" as I call 

them that produce a symmetrical entry when in the climb and a 

low entry in the glide. The newest flapper (41) has carbon 

skinned foam cored wings whose section has a near 

symmetrical entry and near 6% camber with the flaps down. I 

built this model for the last Eurochamps but it has not led a 

charmed life with a succession of development issues 

preventing it showing its real potential. My last two models are 

both folders and carbon skinned over foam. One is single fold 

with a geared engine (42) and this year's model (43) is a double 

fold with a straight drive engine. An ugly rumour suggests that 

it will have to carry ballast - an unheard of feature from this 

builder!  Looking at those model numbers makes me wonder at 

my own folly - surely I cannot justify building so many; but 

who cares if it's so much fun doing it?  

Last year we had some rather random challenges presented to 

us by the organisers, the site and whoever/whatever decides on 

the weather, let's hope it is a bit more benign this time! The 

swamp I fought through to retrieve Rus's flyoff still lives in 

infamy and the washed out practice day by virtue of a single 

entry mud bath on a perfect flying day was "perfect" to settle 

pre-comp fears. So roll on 2018 what can you throw at us this 

time? 

The F1C team is completed by Ken Faux  on his 17thth team, 

his past having included a handful of team medals, and Mick 

Lester on his fourth team. 

ELECTRONIC CONTROL SYSTEM FOR F1E  

In close cooperation with Anton Frieser, Werner Ackermann 
has developed a head control system for F1E models that no 

longer uses magnets for control. 

Werner has been recording errors in and failures of magnetic 
controls for years. In some cases, tiny errors can severely 
impair the effectiveness of the steering mechanism. The length 
of this list of recorded incidents has encouraged him to explore 
alternatives. The electronic control system, which he has been 
using for several years, is easy to program but requires a 
completely new fuselage and therefore does not lend itself as 

upgrade for existing models. 

As the first electronic control system of its kind, it can now be 
used directly as a replacement for a traditional magnetic head. 
In cooperation with Anton, the system has been developed to 
fit into an original Frieser fuselage head. The mechanical 
design has been carefully adjusted by Anton, with his usual 
focus on precision and functionality. Werner added the 
electronics to give the control head its steering capacity. The 

rudder is controlled by a small servo. Two small magnets 
without any mechanical contact to the actual rudder are used to 
couple the servo and the control surface. By offsetting the two 
rotary axes, the servo rotation is converted from +/-45 degrees 
to a rudder deflection of +/-25 degrees. This allows for the 

utilisation of the full servo deflection. 

The orientation of the fuselage is determined by a high-quality 
sensor from the automotive industry and a mathematical pitch 
compensation is carried out. The result of this measurement, 
compared with the set desired course, generates the necessary 
information for the required steering input, which is 

transmitted to the servo. 

In general, the electronic control system provides 4 key 

functionalities: 

1) The basic function is to control the rudder, comparable to 
the function of a conventional magnetic control system. 
The greater the deviation from the course, the larger the 
rudder deflection. 

2) In ‘settings mode’, the desired flight direction can easily 
be entered and adjusted by turning a pulse generator.  
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3) The required correction to free the compass from any 
magnetic field due to magnetic parts in the model. This is 
best done before every flight operation. To do this, press 
and hold the button and only then switch on. A slow beep 
of the built-in buzzer indicates this function. Now the 
model must be turned slowly around all 3 axes. Then 
press the button again. The buzzer tone ends and the 
control goes to the basic function.  

4) Last but not least, by connecting a programming module 
the default values for the rudder’s zero position, the 
strength of the rudder deflection and the strength of the 
non-linearity (progression) of the rudder deflection can 
be changed. 

The electronics are powered by a 3.7 volt LiPo battery. This is 
positioned in the fuselage, in place of the now obsolete magnet. 
Werner can supply 320 mAh batteries with a weight of 7g 
including connector. There is space for a battery up to about 
400 mAh. A socket at the rear end of the fuselage head can be 
used to operate the timer, RDT and GPS. All electronics are 
protected against reverse polarity and over voltage and will not 
operate on higher voltage than LiPo 1S. 

After switching on, the voltage of the battery is checked. If 
there is sufficient voltage, a short tone sounds. The control then 
switches to the basic function. If several high-pitched tones 
sound after switching on, the battery voltage is too low. The 
battery must be replaced immediately otherwise, safe operation 
is no longer guaranteed. 

Connectors: One JST-BEC for connecting the battery . An 8-
pin socket for plugging in the programming module. One JST-
BEC socket for connecting further components (3.7 volts), this 
socket cannot be used to charge the battery.  

It is planned to sell the standard version, which includes 
the complete head + rudder kit for € 130. 

A fully operational version with finished rudder attachment is 
available for € 150. 

The programming module is available at €20 This module is 
only required for the initial setup and trimming of the model 
and it can be used for several models. 

An operating manual showing all capabilities of the control 
system can be requested from Werner by e-mail at                 
ib-ackermann@t-online.de    
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F1E WORLD CUP EVENTS, LESSINI, ITALY, 
JUNE 9-10 

Ian Kaynes:  

On the day before the contest the wind had been north-easterly, 
which is an awkward direction at the Lessini site. However, for 
the contest it was generally westerly with good flying 
conditions for most of the weekend. The exception from this 
was the second round, when the start of the round was delayed 
because the wind was blowing down the hill. After a short 
delay the round was started despite the wind still blowing 
down the slope. The result was that nobody flew in the first 15 
minutes of the round. It then changed rapidly just after I had 
my 5 minutes waiting on the line– by the time I got to the back 
of the queue the wind was on the slope and several models 
were soaring comfortably. Just my luck that by the time I got to 
the front of the queue again the wind had dropped to calm! 6 
people made the flyoff and Alexander Winker was just ahead 
of the field. 

 

June 9 flyoff:  Alain Roux launches for second place, 

watched by winner Alex Winker still waiting 

mailto:ib-ackermann@t-online.de
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The second day was generally similar, quite a bright day plus 
the odd period of mist or low cloud, but with the visibility 
claimed very few models. Jean_Marie Chabot had a model 
damaged by a cow and left early. I was luckier when my model 
DTed between two sitting cows. By the time I had covered the 
800m to the model both had stood up but had not moved. I 
talked to them as I approached, but being Italian cows they just 
looked puzzled and stayed where they were while I picked up 
the model. 

At the end of the day 5 people had reached the flyoff.  Italian 
flyer Eligio Bau won tis by a clear margin with max ahead of 
Jean-Luc Drapeau. I came last with a poor launch from which 
the model stalled down - annoying after smooth launches all 
weekend. 

3rd Trofeo Gar Rovereto,  June 9    36 flew 

1 A Winker GER 500.00 +201 
2 A Roux FRA 500.00 +184 
3 C Winker GER 500.00 +172 
4 N Finke GER 500.00 +157 
5 T Laura (J) FRA 500.00 +152 
6 P Perini ITA 500.00 +110 
7 N Laura (J) FRA 497.09 
8 J Drapeau FRA 493.75 
9 P Chaussebourg FRA 481.67 
10 G Berto ITA 480.84 

F1E-Junior   7 flew 

1 T Laura FRA 500.00 +152 
2 N Laura FRA 497.09 
3 E Vanzo ITA 445.41 

8th Volare Lessini,  June 10       35 flew 

1 E Bau ITA 500.00 +360 
2 J Drapeau FRA 500.00 +215 
3 R Lucchini ITA 500.00 +156 
4 C Winker GER 500.00 +150 
5 I Kaynes GBR 500.00 +41 
6 M Vysoka CZE 492.08 
7 A Borchia ITA 490.42 
8 T Argentini ITA 485.42 
9 P Perini ITA 482.92 
10 F Winker GER 480.00 

F1E-Junior   7 flew 

1 E Vanzo ITA 465.83 
2 T Laura FRA 396.67 
3 L Angel ITA 394.16 

F1E WORLD CUP EVENTS, TURDA, 
ROMANIA JUNE 23-24 

Ian Kaynes: As a complete change from the old way of 

expertly running F1E events in Romania, these events were 
notable for having no prior information at all except for 
appearing on the FAI calendar. Nothing on the Romanian 
Federation web site, no information distributed to competitors 
and no response to emails or phone calls. The rumour was that 
registration would be at the Stjeris Hotel the evening before, 
but most people got tired of waiting for that possibility. The 
Federation organisers appeared on the field on the Saturday 
morning and took entries.  

Last year the entry to the tankodrome had been via a new track 
which went under a bridge of the new motorway then being 
built. This year the motorway was still not open but it had been 
completed, including a bridge where it went under the main 
road, and the new track through the bridge under the motorway 
had been upgraded to a full tarmac road with side barriers on 
the corners. It rejoined the old track which had not been 
upgraded.. It was notable that the new road had signs for a 30 
speed limit and at its end there was even a derestricted sign at 
the start of the old track. While the new access was good, there 
were rumours that the military authorities were planning to ban 

future F1E flying in order to abide by the national rules based 
on the drone legislation. 

By the time the contest started the gentle breeze had become a 
strong wind and it stayed at that for the rest of the day, with the 
start of one round delayed while the wind was over the 9 m/s 
limit. There was the occasional shower during the afternoon, 
but nothing like the heavy rain during the previous evening. A 
four minute max was set for each round. Aurel Popa topped the 
results and Stansilav Kubit was second, both having dropped 
only one flight. Animal interest today was the local dog that 
took a packet of biscuits from Pierre Chaussebourg’s bag. He 
rewarded it by befriending it and assured me that by the end of 
the weekend it had a good understanding of French! 

The weather on Sunday for the Turda Cup was a complete 
contrast – light winds, sunny and dry. The first two rounds 
were flown on the north slope, but during the second round the 
wind changed to be blowing down the slope. The last three 
rounds were flown on the other side of the hill, facing south 
and flying along the valley to the east, with the normal 
difficulty of a variable wind strength and having to avoid being 
blown over the ridge to the left or flying into the hills on the 
right hand side of the valley. 

In the morning it had been announced that the first four rounds 
would be flown to a four minute max and this would be 
increased to five for the last round. With the usual unknowns 
about the weather this seemed to represent just an aspiration 
but in reality it worked out. At the start of the final round the 
CD was asked how many people had full scores and was told 
four or five, justifying the increase to five minutes. However, 
there had been no display of scores during the weekend and 
days later from the results we could see there were only two 
full scores at that stage. One of those was Frantisek Kanczok 
who dropped just 5 seconds from the final max, while the other 
full scorer, Viorel Ciucu, scored only 100 of the required 300 
seconds. Second and third places went to Alain Roux and 
myself, benefitting from maxing the last round to offset earlier 
short flights. The only other two maxes in the round were by 
Jean-Luc Drapeau and George Arghir (for whom this was his 
only max of the day!). 

Memorial Popa Cringu,  June 23      40 flew 

1 A Popa ROU 484.58 
2 S Kubit POL 477.08 
3 R Mang AUT 468.33 
4 I Sava ROU 436.67 
5 J Orel CZE 432.92 
6 M Popescu ROU 425.00 
7 F Draghici ROU 389.16 
8 P Chaussebourg FRA 386.25 
9 V Salisteanu ROU 382.08 
10 V Zima CZE 361.26 

F1E-Junior   10 flew 

1 T Ionica ROU 354.59 
2 D Vasilescu ROU 344.58 
3 F Buliga ROU 341.25 

Turda Cup,  June 24      34 flew 

1 F Kanczok POL 498.33 
2 A Roux FRA 470.42 
3 I Kaynes GBR 464.58 
4 V Zima CZE 453.25 
5 J Drapeau FRA 450.00 
6 L Anca (J) ROU 436.58 
7 V Ciucu ROU 433.33 
8 I Sava ROU 432.09 
9 K Stanislaw POL 429.91 
10 M Vysoka CZE 429.59 

F1E-Junior   8 flew 

1 L Anca ROU 436.58 
2 M Prodanel ROU 372.92 
3 D Vasilescu ROU 330.67 
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ISTANBUL FREE FLIGHT CUP, VIZE, 
TURKEY, JUNE 1-3 

F1A   11 flew 

1 M Mandichev BUL 1440 

2 M Yordanov BUL 1425 

3 O Sevgi TUR 1367 

4 H Olgun TUR 1243 

5 O Gurer TUR 1226 

F1A-Junior   3 flew 

1 V Peykova BUL 899 

2 B Terziev BUL 611 

F1B   10 flew 

1 I Sarioglu TUR 1320 +56 

2 V Savov BUL 1320 +15 

3 G Petrov BUL 1305 

4 K Celen TUR 1281 

F1B-Junior   3 flew 

1 V Veskova BUL 989 

2 G Milanov BUL 862 

FF LATVIA CUP, KHARKOV, UKRAINE, 
JUNE 15-17 

F1A   9 flew  3 full scores 

1 R Lavrinov UKR 900 +189 

2 O Pshenichnyy UKR 900 +185 

3 N Sadchikov UKR 900 +178 

F1B   19 flew  8 full scores 

1 A Kulakovsky UKR 900 +360 +367 

2 A Bulatov RUS 900 +360 +349 

3 O Ishchenko UKR 900 +352 

F1B-Junior   1 flew 

1 M Salnik UKR 705 

F1C   10 flew  5 full scores 

1 V Zosymenko UKR 900 +360 +702 

2 S Katyba UKR 900 +360 +371 

3 A Babenko UKR 900 +360 +364 

F1Q   5 flew 

1 Y Avdieiev UKR 900 

2 Y Hrytsenko (J) UKR 838 

BLACK STORK CUP OF LATVIA, 
KHARKOV, UKRAINE, JUNE 16-18 

F1A   10 flew 

1 D Grushkovskiy UKR 900 

2 R Lavrinov UKR 888 

3 O Pshenychnyy UKR 804 +408 

4 D Yaremenko UKR 804 +165 

F1B   19 flew  3 full scores 

1 A Kulakovsky UKR 900 +452 

2 S Molchanov UKR 900 +338 

3 Y Blazhevich UKR 900 +334 

F1B-Junior   1 flew 

1 M Salnik UKR 552 

F1C   9 flew  3 full scores 

1 V Timoschenko UKR 900 +356 

2 O Grishkov UKR 900 +295 

3 S Katyba UKR 900 +291 

F1Q   5 flew 

1 P Zolototrubov UKR 885 

2 O Maksymov UKR 878 

SREM CUP, ZRENJANIN, SERBIA, JUNE 16 

F1A   56 flew  17 full scores 

1 F Adametz GER 1380 +360 +480 +248 
2 S Makarov RUS 1380 +360 +480 +242 
3 M Hrast SLO 1380 +337 
4 R Koglot SLO 1380 +333 
5 L Biteznik SLO 1380 +280 
6 V Rossler (J) CZE 1380 +264 
7 B Bostjan SLO 1380 +259 
8 V Bajorat GER 1380 +255 
9 M Habjanic (J) SLO 1380 +254 
10 J Vosejpka CZE 1380 +250 
11 I Bezak SVK 1380 +217 
12 M Kulich (J) CZE 1380 +209 
13 I Kulich CZE 1380 +194 
14 A Barron USA 1380 +192 

F1A-Junior   13 flew  4 full scores 

1 V Rossler CZE 1380 +264 

2 M Habjanic SLO 1380 +254 
3 M Kulich CZE 1380 +209 

F1B   17 flew  12 full scores 

1 B Silz GER 1380 +360 +526 
2 S Gostojic SRB 1380 +360 +491 
3 S Sabo CRO 1380 +360 +473 
4 R Blagojevic SRB 1380 +360 +426 
5 V Tomljanovic CRO 1380 +320 

F1B-Junior   2 flew 

1 A Cvetanovski MKD 1296 

F1C   2 flew 

1 A Vidensek SLO 728 

F1Q   4 flew  2 full scores 

1 G Kertesz HUN 1380 +135 
2 G Milak HUN 1380 +125 

51ST MEMORIAL DJORDJE ZIGIC, 
ZRENJANIN, SERBIA, JUNE 17 

F1A   49 flew  20 full scores, 15 flyoff times 

1 A Gorsky RUS 960 +470 
2 F Adametz GER 960 +447 
3 L Biteznik SLO 960 +357 
3 I Shichman ISR 960 +357 
5 M Hrast SLO 960 +341 
6 A Gaberscek SLO 960 +334 
7 V Rossler (J) CZE 960 +327 
8 M Radovic SRB 960 +320 
9 M Tica SRB 960 +283 
10 G Josifovski MKD 960 +244 
11 F Klobusicky (J) SVK 960 +242 
12 M Lemut SLO 960 +235 
13 J Vosejpka CZE 960 +116 
14 R Koglot SLO 960 +48 
15 A Balassiano ISR 960 +43 

F1A-Junior   12 flew 

1 V Rossler CZE 960 +327 
2 F Klobusicky SVK 960 +242 
3 S Budimcic BIH 896 

F1B   17 flew 

1 B Silz GER 960 +408 
2 A Krawiec POL 960 +396 
3 S Gostojic SRB 960 +386 
4 I Yurtseven TUR 960 +346 
5 V Tomljanovic CRO 960 +257 
6 D Stankovic SLO 955 

F1B-Junior   2 flew 

1 V Veselinovic SRB 896 

F1C   1 flew 

1 A Vidensek SLO 133 
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SWEDISH CUP, MÖRBYLANGA, ÖLAND, 
SWEDEN, JUNE 28 

F1A   22 flew 

1 K Huber SWE 1020 +190 +188 

2 S Jensen DEN 1020 +190 +183 

3 A Sorocenkovs LAT 1020 +185 

4 V Polyaev RUS 1020 +24 

5 P Findahl SWE 1020 +23 

6 T Strobel GER 993 

7 J Fjodorovs LAT 973 

8 H Salminen FIN 963 

9 F Wilkening GER 939 

10 A Persson SWE 923 

11 A Van Wallene NED 922 

F1B   13 flew 

1 D Larsen NOR 1020 

2 W Ghio USA 1005 

3 S Hadzovic BIH 995 

4 V Nereng NOR 955 

5 M Solodov RUS 927 

6 V Bogdanov RUS 911 

7 B Eimar SWE 900 

F1Q   3 flew 

1 M Lihtamo FIN 981 

2 A Lindner GER 960 

DANISH CUP, ALVARET, ÖLAND, SWEDEN, 
JUNE 29 

F1A   19 flew 

1 P Findahl SWE 720 +198 

2 V Polyaev RUS 720 +197 

3 A Persson SWE 720 +182 

4 J Nyhegn DEN 720 +3 

5 M Van Dijk NED 698 

6 K Huber SWE 683 

7 L Jensen DEN 663 

8 M Donner GER 647 

9 P Johansson SWE 636 

10 L Nielsen DEN 621 

F1B   8 flew  5 full scores 

1 W Ghio USA 720 +205 

2 M Solodov RUS 720 +202 

3 D Larsen NOR 720 +198 

4 V Nereng NOR 720 +197 

F1Q   3 flew 

1 M Lihtamo FIN 720 

2 P Grunnet DEN 689 

BMFA 4TH AREA MEETING, MAY 20 

Scotland 
North West  
Northern Dry medium winds 
Midland  Sunny 5 to 10 mph  
London Sunny 3 to 7 mph 
East Anglia Sunny light winds 
Western  
South East  Sunny light winds 
Southern  Sunny 6 mph 
South West Sunny 10 to 12 mph 

F1B  5 flew 

1 R Peers Grantham 12.30 +5.07 

2 M Woodhouse Vikings 12.30 +3.20 

3 P Ball Grantham 12.00 

Combined Glider  16 flew 

1 G Manion Birmingham 7.30 +10.32 

2 J Cooper Biggles 7.30 +7.27 

3 S Bowles Vikings 7.30 +6.20 

4 P.Williams Richmond 7.30 +2.53 

5 J Williams  7.30 

6 A Cameron Crawley 7.28 

7 G Peck CM 6.45 

8 R Heap Biggles 6.34 

9 G.Madelin CM 6.22 

Combined Rubber   5 flew 

1 S Willis Croydon 7.30 +8.46 

2 A Moorhouse Vikings 7.30 +6.36 

3 M Marshal Impington 6.41 

4 P Ball Grantham 6.24 

5 J.Paton Crookham 5.31 

Combined Power 16 flew 

1 P Woodhouse Morley 1 7.30 +5.58 

2 T Payne Biggles 7.30 +4.51 

3 D Cox Crookham 7.30 +3.45 

4 C Foster Morley 1 7.30 +3.19 

5 B Spooner MFFG 7.30  

6 P Watson MFFG 7.30  

7 S Barnes Morley 1 7.17  

8 A Jack MFFG 6.11  

Team Power Results 

1 Morley 1 Woodhouse, Foster, Barnes  22.17 

2 MFFG Spooner, Watson, Jack  21.11 

3 Crookham Cox, Hook  12.53 

4 Bristol & West Aslett, Tribe  10.24 

Comb electric 8 flew 5 full scores 

1 P Watson MFFG 7.30 +9.53 

2 T Payne Biggles 7.30 +7.25 

3 J Pennington Bristol & West 7.30 +7.14 

4 M Cook Crawley 7.30 +3.09 

5 G Williamson Peterborough 7.30 +2.58 

Vintage rubber/power  16 flew 

1 C Strachan Biggles 7.30 +5.08 

2 C Foster Morley 7.30 +4.10 

3 D Cox Crookham 7.30 +3.59 

4 P Jellis Croydon 7.30 +2.05 

5 R Marking CVA 7.30 

6 R Elliott Croydon 7.10 

7 N.Peppiat Crookham 7.09 

8 S Willis Croydon 7.02 

Mini Vintage  14 flew 

1 S Willis Croydon 6.00 +9.09 

2 C Foster Morley 6.00 +6.28 

3 D Taylor Grantham 6.00 +2.05 

4 T Bailey Peterborough 6.00 

5 P Woodhouse Morley 5.30 

6 W Dennis Notts 5.18 

7 P Norman Crawley 4.23 

E30  11 flew 

1 M Peters Crookham 6.00 +2.44 

2 T.J.Grey Crookham 6.00 +2.32 

3 T Shepherd Crookham 6.00 +2.15 

4 R Brigginshaw Peterborough 6.00 

5 D Powis CVA 5.52 

6 P Gibbons Peterborough 5.34 

HLG/CAT  7 flew 

1 J.Pennington Bristol & West 5.18 

2 G Percival Grantham 4.44 

3 M Cook Crawley 4.36 

4 M Peters Crookham 3.18 
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Plugge Club Championship 

  CP E30 Vint R Total 

1 Crookham 132 191 151 1307 

2 Morley 181 9 144 888 

3 Biggles 94  100 472 

4 CVA 38 91 81 447 

5 Croydon    150 412 

6 Midland FFC 150   390 

7 Grantham    382 

8 Birmingham    292 

9 East Grinstead    280 

10 Bristol & West 75   235 

11 Peterborough  128  179 

12 Crawley   44 172 

13 Chichester    144 

NEWS FROM BMFA FF TECH COMMITTEE 

All correspondence re this news to the FFTC Secretary: Chris 

Strachan, 56 Way Lane, Waterbeach, Cambridge, CB25 9NQ  

E-mail:  chris.strachan@btinternet.com 

The FFTC met at BMFA Office Leicester on the 20 June 2018.  

Contest Calendar 2018 

The only change on Version V3.1 is the contact for the 

Southern Gala on Saturday August 18 at Salisbury Plain: 

Contact: Phil Ball 07470 177947e-mail: 

phil.ball@ntlworld.com 

Contest Results 

Phil Ball compiles the results from all BMFA Free Flight 

Competitions. Up until now Phil has sent the results out by 

email to a list that he has built up over the years, this is 

invariably out of date. Phil will not email out the results in 

future, but he will be posting them on the FFTC website.  

Buckminster 

A reminder that Buckminster is available for Free Flight trim 

and test flying on all days that there is not an official event 

taking place. All that have been there so far have been very 

positive about its potential as a trimming and small field site 

for free flight. If you are interested in making use of the site the 

details are contained on the BMFA web site home page. 

Buckminster Free Flight Gala  

Buckminster has been booked on Sunday 2 September for a 

Free Flight Gala. This event is an attempt at making the fullest 

use of the Buckminster site. Depending on circumstances, it 

may be necessary for the CD’s to impose launch lines or to 

move control to respond to wind direction, but it is hoped that 

flyers will enter into the spirit of the event and enjoy the sense 

of inclusivity which we hope to promote. 

Gates open at 09:00 am. Event begins at 10:00 am. Field entry 

£6.00. Contest entries £3.00 per event. Max’s to be announced 

on the day. No thermistors or any other thermal sensing 

equipment allowed. Wind direction indicators may be used 

(maximum steamer length 1.0m). 

BMFA events – E36 on 5 second motor runs. Mini-vintage. 

Classic Glider (50m line) with award for best Classic A/1 

design published prior to Jan 1961. HLG/CLG. This is not an 

official event that counts towards season championships. 

Season ticket applies to these BMFA events. 

SAM 35 events – All in Precision. Under 25” Vintage Rubber. 

Peterborough MFC events – Cloud Tramp. E20 (members 

only, demonstration event). 

BMFA F/F scale - Flying Only Scale Competition: All scale 

models, any power.  Flying will be judged. CD Doug Hunt 

Team Trials For 2019 Free Flight World 
Championships F1A/B/C – Entry Form 

The 2019 World Championships for Classes F1/A/B/C for 

seniors will be held at Lost Hills, California, USA in October 

2019. The entry form for the team trials is available from the 

secretary. Closing date for pre-entries is August 31` 

Contest Directors 

We were very fortunate to have had a great National 

Championships at the end of May. The success of the event 

was in no small part a result of having fine Contest Director’s 

and their assistants on the day, many thanks to them for their 

hard work, you did a great job. To continue having a healthy 

Contest scene we need more people to come forward to assist 

in these roles in future. I am sure that you will find it a great 

experience undertaking either role and all reasonable out of 

pocket expenses (accommodation, travel and a small payment 

per day) will be paid. If you are interested please have an 

informal chat with any member of the FFTC to discuss any 

concerns that you may have. You will get our full support if 

you take a role on. 

SOUTHERN COUPE LEAGUE 

Third Round, London Gala,  Salisbury Plain, April 29   

By Peter Hall 

Yes, we all stayed in bed didn’t we? And we all regret it now 

don’t we?  The weather wasn’t as bad as predicted until later in 

the day. Rain was supposed to wash out the day before but 

there were only spits and spots as the weather people say. 

Regret is always the penalty for lack of enterprise. But no 

regrets and twelve league points for Gavin Manion, the sole 

Coupe contestant. Our scoring system does not reduce points at 

low attendance events, it rewards enterprise, persistence, 

diligence, application, grit. He now takes third place in the 

table and his report follows. Upcoming events are - 

July 1 Dreaming Spires  Port Meadow 

Aug 18 Southern Gala   Salisbury Plain 

TBA  Odiham   RAF Odiham 

Sept 2 Crookham Gala  Salisbury Plain 

Sept 30  Coupe Europa  Salisbury Plain 

Don’t forget, only five event scores count in the final 

reckoning. 

And from Gavin Manion: 

The week preceding the London Gala weekend was full of dire 

weather forecasts. At one stage, if I remember correctly, 

xcweather suggested 25-35mph, 4°C, rain and fog! Well at the 

finish the forecast wasn't that bad and, fearing falling further 

behind in the SCL, I drove the 130miles to my usual campsite 

in Tilshead via my traditional fish and chip supper in Devizes. 

At 07.00 I was greeted with a breeze, raw cold and steady 

drizzle. At this point I have a considerable advantage over 

more local flyers in that I can't simply take one look and roll 

over for another couple of hours kip and a warm day at home. 

I’m going to have to fly. 

Brave CD for both days, Gary Madelin, decided to move the 

few attendees about 1/3rd of a mile from Saturday’s site as wet 

French kisses from the cows downwind had caused a deal of 

model damage. We rocked up on a ridge, with upwind trees 

and a valley about 200 yards downwind. Turbulence a plenty, 

but no cows. 

As I looked around in vain for familiar coupe flying faces Gary 

said “oh someone said that they're not coming” and so it was, 

with just my name on the sheet. By now the morning had 

settled into full cloud cover, only a moderate breeze (at one 
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time Phil Ball’s anemometer said 7-8mph though in the cold it 

certainly didn't feel like it), and no rain. As the day progressed 

we had an occasional little bit of drizzle but it got increasingly  

breezy and seemingly even colder, until by about 2pm it was 

decidedly unpleasant. 

What to do? I couldn't remember what, if any,  SCL points 

were awarded in a single entry “contest” but I did know that 

there was a point for each max. Did I try for that elusive max? 

but to no avail.  Flights 1 & 2 produced identical sub max 

scores sucked down into the downwind turbulence. The double 

attempt 3rd flight was due to me not noticing the tailplane 

packing had dropped out. My guess that it would have been 

about 1/16th  must have been about right as my 4th flight was 

my best of the day (but still 12s short). By now it was 

increasingly windy and cold and I reasoned that a max was 

probably beyond me so I called it a day. 

General impressions? Forecasts are a double edged sword, the 

first 4 hours were certainly flyable from a weather point of 

view but the turbulence would have made F1G flying a bit of a 

lottery. High launches were a great help and the electronic 

F1Hs with their 70-80 m bunt heights seemed pretty much at 

home in the conditions (well at least John Cooper was). Finally 

Phil Ball’s Dynamite is one impressive aeroplane shrugging off 

the weather with its long strong climb. I really must get my 

example finished. 

Here's hoping the next round sees a return to better weather 

and the usual contingent of flyers.  

Fourth and Fifth Rounds 

SAM 1066 Salisbury Plain June 17, BMFA 5th Area 
June 24  

By Peter Hall 

On Salisbury Plain for the SAM event there was a heavy 

overcast, a cold southerly breeze gusting to 25mph, rain 

threatening. Only two flew the coupe event despite the C.D. 

requiring only three rounds. Chris Redrup’s vintage Etienvre 

easily maxed the first two flights but after a good start on the 

third, it was sucked into the valley for 1’ 38”. Peter Hall’s 

systems Coupe 19 maxed out and so scored maximum league 

points.  

At the Fifth Area, given the extraordinary weather everyone 

everywhere should have maxed out and flown off like Phil Ball 

at Barkston with thirteen minutes or more. The trouble of 

course was that so many of the thermals were upside down and 

these are even more difficult to spot than the normal version. 

Don Thompson was the sole competitor at Beaulieu. His first 

flight was as he said, ‘acrobatic’ and down for 56”. The air at 

this site when it comes from the north can be very weird indeed 

but he maxed his second. A gentle sea breeze picked up from 

the southwest at midday and we moved camp. Don put his 

coupe away and flew glider instead.  Alan Brocklehurst reports 

good conditions on Salisbury Plain. The grass had been cut and 

there was a variable northerly drift. He dropped his fourth and 

fifth flights and suspects a sun-induced wing warp. Martin 

Stagg had poor air on his first flight and Ted Challis had a 

systems problem. Michael Marshall at Sculthorpe reports ‘odd 

conditions, huge lift and sink.’ he spent the afternoon searching 

for his model after a twelve minute flight. No coupe flying was 

detected in Cornwall. 

 Gavin Manion who was second at Barkston now takes the lead 

in the league table. John Andrews came third at the same venue 

and is improving fast. No-one is clearly out in front so there’s 

everything to play for. The next event is coming up fast - 

Dreaming Spires at Portmeadow, Oxford, on the 1st July. 

  maxes score time 

1 P Ball 5 5 10.00 +13.18 

2 G.Manion 3 3 9.42  

3 J Andrews 3 3 9.21  

4 M Stagg 4 4 9.15  

5 E Challis 4 4 8.46  

6 A Brocklehurst 3 3 8.01  

7 B Hobbs 1 1 7.51  

8 T Bailey 1 1 7.08  

9 G Ferrer 1 1 4.32  

10 R Willes 0 0 4.19  

11 M Marshall 1 1 3.14  

12 S Willis 0 0 3.00  

13 D Thomson 1 1 2.56  

League 

   Lon G SAM Area 5 total 
1 G Manion Birmingham 12  12 33 

2 R Vaughn Crookham    30 

2 P Ball Grantham   17 30 

4 P Hall Crookham  15  26 

5 W Beales Croydon    25 

6 G Foster Grantham    17 

7 J Andrews Timperley   11 15 

8 B Whitehead     11 

8 C Redrup Crookham  11  11 

10 M Stagg Bristol & West   10 10 

11 P Woodhouse Morley    9 

11 K Taylor EGrinstead    9 

11 E Challis Crookham   9 9 

14 A Moorhouse Vikings    8 

14 D Thomson Croydon   1 8 

16 A Brocklehurst Bristol & West   7 7 

17 M Marshall IVCMAC   1 6 

18 R Elliott Croydon    4 

18 W Dennis Grantham    4 

18 B Hobbs    4 4 

FREE FLIGHT FORUM 

Call for Papers 

Whether or not there’s a Free Flight Forum this coming 

November and a Forum Report to follow now depends entirely 

on you, the enthusiastic free-flight flyer. If there are enough 

people prepared to contribute a paper on any free flight topic 

then there will be the thirty-fourth Forum on Nov. 18th at 

Hinckley and a Forum Report following it. The Forums always 

try to cover as wide a range of free-flight topics as possible, - 

FF scale to FAI duration, theoretical or practical, building and 

flying techniques or what we do and how we do it in free-

flight. Without your help with offers of papers to present and 

topics to cover it just won’t happen.  

Please contact Martin Dilly (martindilly20@gmail.com), phone 

020 8777 5533, or Mike Evatt (mikeevatt@hotmail.com), 

phone 01327-842746 before Oct. 1st with your offers; better 

still, do it now, while you think of it. The continuing success of 

the Free Flight Forum depends on you. 

UK COMPETITION NEWS 

TIMPERLEY FREE FLIGHT GALA will be on Saturday 

August 4 at MOD North Luffenham. 10am to 5.30pm.  

Contests for Comb-Rubber, Comb-Glider, Comb-Power, 

Comb-HLG/CLG, Mini-Vintage, E36.  All to BMFA rules. 

Trophies and prizes.   Airfield charge.  F/F Sport flyers 

welcome. Flyers require BMFA membership. Contact--Gerry 

Ferer, 0161.928.4955, or gferer@hotmail.com 
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