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FFn DIARY 

March 12 

Area Venues 

BMFA 2nd Area - Spring Sorter CR, CP 

(White), CE, F1A (SMAE), F1G (Plugge), 

E36 (Plugge), Mini Vintage (Plugge), 

H/CLG. Area Contacts 

March 18 

Kietrz, Poland 

SPZG Cup, Antoon van Eldik Memorial. 

F1A F1B F1C F1Q  World Cup event. 

Contact: Konrad Zurowski, tel: 

+48721942500, email: 

konradinhooo96@gmail.com    or                 

s-kubit@wp.pl  

March 19-20 

Kietrz, Poland 

Kartel-Cup Pieter de Boer Memorial. F1A 

F1B F1C F1Q  World Cup event. Contact: 

Konrad Zurowski, see March 18 event.  

March 25-26 

Rana near Louny, 

Czech Republic 

2 F1E  World Cup events. 25: Raná 1, 26: 

Raná 2. Contact: JIří Rudolf, tel: 

+420606645618,  email: 

technickyklub.cz@gmail.com or 

jiri.rudolf@gmail.com  

March 25-26 

Herend, Hungary 

32nd Herend Cup. F1A F1B F1C F1P F1Q 

F1H  World Cup event. Contact: Ferenc 

KERNER, tel: +36205815349, email: 

ferenc.kerner@hotmail.com  

March 26 

Area Venues 

BMFA 3rd Area - Gamage Day CG, CR 

(Gamage)F1C (Halfax, Plugge), F1Q, 

1/2A, E36, Vintage G (Plugge), Mini 

Vintage, P30, H/CLG (Plugge), Tailless. 

Area Contacts 

April 1-2 

Salonta, Romania 

Harghita Cup F1A,B,C,P,Q,H. F1A F1B 

F1C F1P F1Q  World Cup event. Contact: 

Istvan KISS, tel: +400745161435, email: 

cc.cristur@gmail.com  or 

kisstamara182@gmail.com  

April 1-2 

Capannori 

(Lucca), Italy 

Memorial 'Adriano Ghiselli' 2023. F1A 

F1B F1C F1Q  World Cup event. Contact: 

Fabrizio Ceccarini, tel: +393474308840, 

email: f.ceccarini@tin.it 

April 7  

Good Friday 

Barkston Heath 

BMFA Northern Gala  CG (CMA), CR 

(Caton), CP (Hamley), CE, F1H, 1/2A, 

SLOP (Falcons), Mini Vintage, P30, 

H/CLG, E30 

April 10 

Salisbury Plain 

Croydon Wakefield Day / SAM 1066 Day. 

See page 29.  10.00-17.00. Croydon 

classes:  4oz Wake, 8oz Wake, F1B in 

rounds, Marcus Lightweights , P30. 

Contact Ray Elliott.  Tel 020 8997 7745. 

SAM1066 classes: Vintage / Classic 

Glider, Mini Vintage Contact Roger 

Newman  Tel 02392 550809. 

April 15-16 

Föhrlberg, 

Oberkotzau, 

Germany 

2 F1E  World Cup events. 15th: Otto-

Kuttler-Cup, 16th: Föhrlberg-Cup Contact: 

Peter Kuttler, tel: +491609451646, email: 

peter-kuttler@web.de 

April16 

Luffenham 

Petit Classique de Brum. See page 29. Pre 

1970 Coupe (incl. Vintage Coupe), Classic 

A1, Combined E36 + 1/2A power (both 8 

second run), Classic Glider (50m line) and 

Mini Vintage..  3 flights, no rounds. 10.00 

to 16.00 followed by Fly-offs (not DT).  

May postpone to April 23 for bad weather 

soif coming email Gavin. Contacts: Gavin 

Manion gavin.manion84@gmail.com or 

Stu Darmon 01858 882057  

April 16-19 

Narrandera, 

NSW, Australia 

3 World Cup events F1A F1B F1C, 16th: 

Widgiewa Cup, 17th: AFFS 

Championships, 19th: Southern Cross Cup. 

Contact: Shannon Tolmie, tel: 

+610419237203, email: 

smtolmie@hotmail.com 

April 21-24 

Peak District or 

near Melton 

Mowbray 

BMFA 1st F1E. F1E Team Selection 1 1 

or 2 days according to weather. Contact: 

Ian Kaynes 01252 512538 

kaynes@btinternet.com 

April 22 

Tomaszów 

Lubel, Poland 

Crosno Cup F1. F1A F1B F1C F1Q  World 

Cup event. Contact: Michał Słyś, tel: 

+48530649395, email: 

slysmichal@gmail.com  

April 23 

Tomaszów 

Lubel, Poland 

Gonzo Cup F1. F1A F1B F1C F1Q  World 

Cup event. Contact: Mariusz Gąsiorowski, 

tel: +48602678142, email: 

gomario@interia.pl  
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CIAM 

By Ian Kaynes 

The Plenary meeting agenda was issued on Friday February 24th 

with the Free Flight Technical meeting just 9 days later on 

March 5th. While the Free Flight proposals had been covered in 

FFn, that short time meant that the other general proposals were 

not described to readers. I have waited to publish this issue after 

the FF Technical meeting and will include in that report a 

description of some of the other proposals relevant to free flight. 

First a description of one of the proposals from the CIAM 

Bureau. This concerns the registration fees paid to have an event 

on the FAI Calendar. Currently these fees are €500 for World 

Championships, €300 for Continental Championships and €70 

for open internationals including World Cup events.  These fees 

provide the main income for CIAM and the proposal seeks to 

increase this income to make up for the reduction of support 

from the central FAI. The FAI budget had been cut back 

significantly in a drive the balance the books after a less 

controlled period in the last decade. The proposal increases the 

open international registration fee to €80, which is a reasonable 

increase given that it had been €70 for many years. The 

Championships fees are proposed to reduce to €350 for World 

and €250 for Continental Championships, but the big increase 

comes from requiring a €10 fee from every competitor and team 

manager in the Championships. The current guideline maximum 

entry fees remain the same, €300 for free flight championships, 

but will increase by €10 to cover this new charge.  

Free Flight has the largest number of Championships 

competitors and the largest number of Open Internationals. 

Every year we have two World and two Continental 

Championships and these currently pay €1600 fees to CIAM, 

Under the proposal this would reduced to €1200 but last year we 

had 440 competitors and team managers at championships so the  

individual fees would amount to €4400, that is a total of €5600 

and an increase of €4000 over the current charges. With about 

100 open internationals the increase of that fee will generate 

another €1000. 

The other General Rules proposals which are relevant to free 

flight will be described within the following report on the Free 

Flight Technical Meeting (FFTM). 

F1 Technical Meeting, March 5 

Like recent years this was meeting was held on zoom and this 
allowed 34 attendees, more than would have attended a physical 
meeting with its associated extra costs. 

Helmut Fuss   Austria 
Martin Hoff Austria 
Robert Bjelajac BiH 
Valentin Savov  Bulgaria 
Zoran Lulić Croatia 
Tomáš Bartovský Czech Republic 
Jan Vosejpka  Czech Republic 
Hugo Desloges Bazile  France 
Bernhard Schwendemann  Germany 
Paul Seren Germany 
Peter Uhlig Germany 
George Kandylakis Greece 
Antonis Papadopoulos Greece 
Andras Reé  Hungary 
Hadar Elkayam Israel 
Fabrizio Ceccarini  Italy 
Koike Masaru  Japan 
Marius Bliujus  Lithuania 
Marius Mantvydas Latvėnas Lithuania 
Eric Crins Netherlands 
Peter Keim Netherlands 
Allard Van Wallene  Netherlands 
Narve Jensen Norway 

Marek Dominiak Poland 
Zoran Pelagic Slovakia 
Miguel Angel  Gordillo Spain 
Javier Hernandez Abad Spain 
Per Findahl   Sweden 
Christoph Bachmann  Switzerland 
Mark Benns United Kingdom 
John Carter United Kingdom 
Ian Kaynes United Kingdom 
Chuk Etherington  USA 
David Lindley USA 

The attendees include Free Flight Subcommittee (FFSC) 
members, CIAM delegates and observers. From these only one 
from each country can vote on a proposal. 

General Rules 

There will be a meeting on March 11 dedicated to the General 

Rules proposals and that meeting will give its recommendations 

to the Plenary meeting for the final decision. Decisions at the 

FFTM serve only as advisory information to the General Rules 

meeting. 

There was a general rules proposal from Slovakia mis-leadingly 
headed “Space Models” but it was actually a proposal for para 
C.2.2.3 which applies to World Cups in all categories. It 
introduced a new rule “If not specified differently in the 
appropriate volume of the FAI SC, the minimum number of 
competitors for a World Cup competition is four”. This gave the 
option of having a different rule but, in general, such a proposal 
could only be submitted next year and so this would apply for at 
least a year. The major problem for free flight is that it would 
remove most of the participation of juniors for the junior world 
cup. Slovakia agree to an amendment which added “This does 
not apply to the number of juniors competing in an event for 
which there is a Junior World Cup”. The FFSC discussions 
before the meeting had suggested that either we did not want a 
lowest number limit or that it should be a different number. Our 
policy in free flight has always been to encourage small 
competitions in the hope that they will grow. Fewer people 
would go to a new competition if there was any doubt about 
there being enough flyers to result in World Cup points. 
Similarly, when introducing F1Q there were few flyers at first, 
but with the exposure to wider numbers those have now 
increased. Or the weather may be bad and cut the number flying 
in any event, just when you do not want to risk models for no 
points. Free flight had some proposals on the World Cup and it 
could be possible to add an amendment which would then apply 
at the same time as this proposal. 

Netherlands proposed simplifying C.11.1 which currently states 
that the national identification and FAI ID must be “at least 
25mm high and appear at least once on each model”. 
Netherlands proposed to delete the words “at least” since usually 
competitors only had the numbers once. However, current rules 
do allow it to appear more than once and any such models would 
be illegal under the new wording. It was agreed to change the 
proposal to deleting “at least once” so we have saved three 
words in the Sporting Code and retained the same meaning. 

FFSC had proposed adding F1Q to the F1ABC championships. 
This was accepted unanimously by the FFTM 

FFSC also proposed replacing the junior power class F1P by 
F1Q in junior championships. This was controversial on many 
issues:  

a) Removing a class with internal combustion motor, an 

alternative suggested was to replace F1P by F1J (but 

when that class was used it was no more popular than 

F1C which had been used before or F1P that followed) 

b) Have F1S as an electric class instead of F1Q as an 

addition to classes -  F1Q is easier to fly but the models 

are larger, and while F1Q is the senior class, F1S are 

also flown in several countries 
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In conclusion the proposal was withdrawn and the subject 
referred to the subcommittee for further consideration. 

There was a proposal from CIAM Bureau on awards to females 
at championships. The top three would receive medals and 
diploma if 6 or more females compete, if less than 6 they will 
receive only diploma. Currently the top three females are 
awarded medals – in some events fought out between several 
competitors, in others a gold medal may be presented to the sole 
lady in an event in which she could have finished near the 
bottom of the results. There was an additional change which was 
less popular with the FFSC – that if a female places in the overall 
top three of an event then that medal is the only one she will 
receive and not be awarded the female medal. This seemed 
unfair, particularly if the second and third females below her do 
get medals, and what will happen at the female prize-giving, will 
the winner get top place on the podium but no medal?  
Meanwhile, will the medal, which was already paid for and 
engraved, be thrown away? The other view was that it devalued 
medals if too many were presented to one person. Anyway, the 
FFTM agreed with the proposal. 

Three proposals from FFSC on technical changes and 
corrections to the rules were agreed by the meeting. These were 
described in February FFn and covered the definition of 
defending junior champions, publication of results, and labelling 
fuel containers. 

Free Flight Rules 

These proposals for changes to the sporting code volume F1 

were considered by the FFTM and the recommendations will go 

direct to the Plenary meeting on April 1. 

Two proposals from the FFSC were accepted unanimously, 

covering the renumbering of the volume and the need for two 

timekeepers. 

The next proposal was from USA for increasing the duration of 

the F1B flyoff rounds from 7 minutes to 10 minutes. The 

justification included the shorter time gives less chance for 

having lift at all points of a long start line. One of the objectives 

of the original reduction to 7 minutes was to make flyoffs harder. 

John Carter reported that UK successfully uses 5 minutes flyoff 

periods for all classes. The meeting voted 17 in favour, 10 

against, so the USA withdrew the proposal. 

The next proposal was from FFSC for requiring RDT to be 

available on an F1C model from the time it was refuelled. This 

was carried over from consideration of the proposal from 

Germany last year. The major problem is that the Sidus timer 

does not support this mode of operation and will require at least 

a software change. For this reason, the change would only apply 

from January 2025.  Other issues are that the need for change 

will cause some to stop flying F1C, and the change protects 

against the one problem of launching without starting the timer 

(but any competent flyer should avoid this by routine operation). 

However, it was passed by FFTM with 16 in favour and 5 

against. Two almost identical proposals from Germany were 

withdrawn. 

The next proposal was from USA for text to reinforce the builder 

of the model rule in indoor models. This had been proposed 

before the Indoor World Championships at which problems 

arose with the BOM rule. The USA produced a revised proposal 

which went into much greater detail but since it was such a large 

change from that the delegates had seen in the agenda it was not 

possible to adopt the amended version.  The original proposal 

was changed to allow pre-built variable pitch props and accepted 

by the meeting. The proposal adds the following text to the F1D 

Characteristics section: 

3.4.2.1 The "Builder of Model" rule shall apply to all F1D 
Competitions. The following allowances and restrictions to 
the BOM rule will apply : 

3.4.2.2 The use of prefabricated flying surfaces (either pre-
built or pre-covered) or pre-glued/pre-molded 
subcomponents such as a rolled motor tube, rolled tail boom, 
wing/stab tips or outlines, prop blade outlines, or preformed 
sheet wood props will not be permitted.    

3.4.2.3 The use of prebuilt variable pitch prop hubs will be 
permitted.  

3.4.2.4 The use of preformed prop shafts, rear rubber hooks, 
thrust bearings, teflon washers, and mounting tubes (for 
wings, stabs, etc) will be permitted.   

3.4.2.5 The builder may use premade raw building materials 
needed to craft the parts of the model such as sawn balsa 
wood, wire, composites, pultruded rod or tubing, adhesives, 
and covering material   

3.4.2.6 Kits that include laser cut balsa parts will be 
permitted. 

The meeting then considered the proposals to make the same 

change to the other indoor classes F1L, F1M and F1R. F1L does 

not allow VP props, rolled motor tubes and booms, and requires 

the prop to be all balsa, so reference to these items were removed 

from the wording for F1L. 

The meeting next considered the USA proposal for F1S. This 

removed the use of any batteries other than 2S lipo, because 

nobody now uses Nickel based batteries, and it reduced the 

motor run from 10 seconds to 7 seconds. There was some 

discussion that the reduction of the run would penalise 

beginners, but the changes were accepted by 10 votes in favour 

with 4 against. 

Proposals from the FFSC to modify the requirements on timing 
F1E models and to delete the F1P Junior World Cup were 
accepted unanimously. The final proposal was from FFSC to 
limit the Word Cup additional bonus point given to first, second 
and third place competitors to contests with more than 10 flyers. 
This change to section 4 of the rules was accepted together with 
an amendment proposed for part (b) of section 4  to say that “ 

“Points are awarded without limitation according to N the 

number of competitors (reference C.2.2.3).” 

This will maintain the status quo in all free flight world cups 

even if the Slovakia proposal to place a minimum number of 

competitors condition is passed. 

The remaining CIAM stages include the general rules meeting 

on March 11, then on March 30 and 31 voting will take place on 

the Sporting Code proposals, subcommittee chairmen, recipients 

of CIAM awards, and award of Championships. The results of 

the voting will be announced at the Plenary meeting on April 1. 

These will re reported in the April FFn as soon after April 1 as 

possible. 

FREE FLIGHT NATIONALS 2023 

Introduction  

It was not unexpected that Barkston Heath would not be 

available for the 3-day Bank Holiday event. This despite our 

proposal of a reduced or closed event.  

The plan  

The replacement contests will be a cut down Free Flight 

Nationals which will not be the same as the “real” Nationals. We 

will apply a “light touch” organisation in a similar vein to that 

which was operated in 2022 running in the standard Free Flight 

Gala format. The contests will be flown for their respective Free 

Flight Nationals trophies.  

Facilities  

There will be no camping or other facilities except for the 

provision of toilets. The entrance gate at North Luffenham will 

be manned. We will arrange to collect the entry fees at the gate 

at North Luffenham.  
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Awards  

• Certificates and medals for all events will be awarded for 

BMFA events.  

• Hand launch glider and catapult glider will be flown at both 

North Luffenham and Salisbury Area 8. The best time at either 

event will decide the placings and the awarding of trophies. We 

will run these contests on all 3 days.  

Details  

• There will be no pre-entry requirement. Entry will be on the 

day. The fee will be a simple £10.00 per day charge. This fee 

would allow the entrant to fly in as many events/classes as they 

desire. There is no exemption for season ticket holders.  

• Mike Woodhouse has overall responsibility being the Free 

Flight Nationals Coordinator. We will require CDs for each 

weekend, please step forward with your offers.  

• Number of flights and maxes to be decided on the day. There 

will be no rounds for FAI.  

• Start 10:00 finish 17:00. Then fly offs if required  

Free Flight Open and FAI classes – Salisbury Area 8  

Saturday 27th May 

Start 10:00 – to 17:00 

Sunday 28th May Start 

10:00 – to 17:00  

Combined Glider  F1A Glider  

Combined Rubber  F1B Rubber 

Combined Power  F1C Power  

Combined Electric  F1Q Electric  

Classic 

Rubber/Power  

Vintage Rubber/Power  

Women's Cup  Slow Open Power  

Hand Launched 

Glider 

Catapult Glider  

Catapult Glider Hand Launch Glider 

Frog Junior (J)  Classic Glider  

Tailless  Vintage Glider  

 

Mini classes - North Luffenham  

Sunday 4 th June Start 10:00 – to 17:00  

F1H (A/1 Glider) F1G (Coupe d'Hiver)  

F1J Power  BMFA ½A Power  

E36 Electric  P30 Rubber  

E30 Electric  Mini Vintage  

CO2 Duration  Catapult Glider  

Hand Launched glider 

Free Flight Overall Championships  

Rubber  Comb R  F1B  F1G P30 

 Glider Comb G  F1A  F1H  Classic 

Glider  

Power  Comb P  F1C  F1J  SLOP 

Electric  Comb E  F1Q E36 E30 

Bowden Trophy 

Venue to be decided.  

SAM35 and Scale  

Discussions are now taking place with SAM35 and the BMFA 

Scale Technical Committee regarding the possible inclusion of 

some of their events.  

Updates  

Further information will be provided as when available and 

agreed.  

Michael Woodhouse 

 

FAB FEB, LOST HILLS, FEBRUARY 11 TO 19 

Ian Kaynes 

This was a well attended event with well over 100 competitors, 

included New Zealanders taking their first opportunity to travel 

after the pandemic.  The weather was good, always flyable with 

not much wind but slightly cooler than usual and particularly 

cold overnight. The field was beautifully green thanks to the 

winter’s rain but the tracks were all completely dry. At times 

there was considerable truck traffic to the orchards, taking away 

the remains of the trees which had been pulled out, apparently 

due to the cost and availability of water for the thirsty almond 

trees. Apparently pistachio are less demanding of water and 

those orchards appear to be continuing as usual.  

Registration on Friday was efficient thanks to the Morrell’s 

online registration system and was followed by the first event 

the Kiwi Cup with ABCQ flown together on the Saturday. The 

first round was flown to a 3 minute max because there was a 

moderate wind taking models north east towards Holloway 

Road, but with even the 3 minute maxes landing on the road or 

beyond into the oil field. The second round was very similar, 

then, after a short break, the following rounds had a better wind 

direction and the usual problems of air picking. At the end of the 

day the full scores numbered 14 F1A, 22 F1B, 7 F1C and only 

2 in F1Q. In view of the breeze and wind direction – towards the 

dismembered orchard – it was decided to hold flyoffs at 7.00 on 

the following morning. These went well and determined the 

clear winner in three classes, but for some reason F1Q flyers 

chose not to fly then and the organisers allowed them to fly off 

later, which was done four days later on Thursday morning. 

On Sunday the Kiwi mini classes were flown. These featured a 

unlimited time flight to the ground for the first round, from 

which a standard 120 was used as the max for the first round 

score entry. All those who maxed in that and the four following 

rounds had a flyoff  to a 180 max and those who made the max 

had the final placing determined by their time achieved in the 

unlimited first round flight. The prize giving for all the Kiwi Cup 

events was held at the camp later that afternoon. As usual the 

prizes were New Zealand, this time elegant wooden place mats. 

Also their customary recognition of “masters” – flyers aged over 

75 – had hats awarded to the top three masters in each event and 

a bottle of very nice New Zealand wine to the highest placed 

master in each event that attended the prize giving. 

On Monday the F1E part of Kiwi Cup was flown on the hill. The 

event had a record entry of 17 from which 15 actually flew. The 

light variable wind settled down to be mostly around easterly 

and so flying into the pit. A 3 minute max was set and 

maintained although not many maxes were scored - three in 

round 1 and a single max in round 3. Even when a time less than 

180 was the longest time in the round, the average flight time 

was about two thirds of the max, which means a large average 

deficit in scores of 33%. However, it was the final round that 

really blew things apart – half way through the round (at 14.30) 

an increasingly strong westerly wind developed. With 

remarkable accuracy one forecast had shown it starting at 15.00. 

Those remaining to fly were effectively defeated by the strength 

of the wind and the start line facing eastwards. 

The awards were made on the hill, with the same Kiwi Cup mats 

for the places and hats for those masters who had not already 

had one. 

Tuesday was a non-competition day, with the Ladies tea Party 

held at lunch time in Janna’s van, enjoyed by the attendees and 

much better than being outside in the windy cool weather. 

The North American Cup, organised by Canada, was held on 

Wednesday. An overnight message postponed the start from 

8.00 to 10.00 in view of the forecast low temperatures overnight. 

Indeed, those in RVs on the field had to cover up well to keep 

warm and a dog’s drinking bowl water froze. The event had been 

scheduled for 5 rounds with round 1 and 2 both to 240 sec max. 

With the late start the first round had more lift than the usual 

8.00 first flight and the sensible decision was made to reduce to 

180 for the second round. The last round was increased to 240 

but this only reduced the full scores by one in F1A and one in 
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F1C, while the entire F1B entry all maxed. With only 5 rounds 

the contest finished in mid-afternoon with time for an 8 minute 

flyoff. In F1A Per Findahl was the only one of the 14 full scores 

to max. However, in F1B there was more lift and 15 of the 28 

maxed, in F1C 5 out of 8 maxed.  In F1Q there were 5 full scores 

and 2 were eliminated by the 8 minute flight flown to reduced 

energy of 2 Joules. I was one of those to have dropped having to 

fly an older model after the first one continued to climb long 

after the 20 seconds allowed. RDT brought it down and later 

investigation suggested I had held down the start button for too 

short a time before release. That meant that neither the energy 

limiter nor the timer had started, but I could DT it thanks to the 

immediate availability of RDT from Black Magic timers. The 

flyoffs were concluded the next morning and the delayed F1Q 

flyoff for Kiwi Cup was also flown. 

On Thursday I was back on the hill for the California Cup, which 

is registered as the F1E part of the MaxMen contest. This started 

with the gentle wind from the south, so we flew from that end of 

the hill to land on the flat field. 150 seconds was set as the max, 

in contrast to the usual 120 max used when flying on to the field. 

This gave such an advantage to the two who maxed that they 

both finished in the top three. During the third round the wind 

became more south easterly and it became possible to launch 

into the pit. For the fourth round the angle of the line was 

adjusted to suit this and there were 9 maxes. The max was 

increased to 180 for the last round and in the good soaring 

conditions and 6 managed to max. Mike McKeever had won, 

Eugeny Gorban had followed his Kiwi Cup win by a second 

place and Fred Terzian was third. 

Friday was the day for F1A and F1Q part of the Maxmen. 

Following an 8.00 start this had two rounds to a 240 max 

followed by five rounds of 180. Maxes in the first two rounds 

were plentiful but as the air became more active  the 180 rounds 

produced more problems. Dieter Paff apparently had his start 

button stick in the “on” position and the model climbed without 

energy limiter, timer or RDT working and disappeared upwards 

before the battery ran down. That left 5 full scores in Q and 14 

in A. A six minute flyoff was managed by 3 in Q and 6 in A who 

went for an 8 minute flyoff. That decided it in Q but in A Per 

Findahl and Brian Van Nest had both maxed and needed a flyoff 

next morning to give Per Findahl another victory.  

After that the regular F1B and F1C events were flown to  a 

similar pattern and resulting in 29 F1B and 12 F1C in the six 

minute flyoff, reduced to  21 and 8 in the eight minute flyoff. 

This decided F1C but in F1B a flyoff would be needed both to 

decide the winner between Mykovla Kovalenko and Sevak 

Malkhasyan who had both maxed and also between Jes Nyhegn 

and Bernard Guest who had tied for third place with times of 21 

seconds below the max.   

This meant that the F1B awards could not be made at the evening 

ceremony, which had been re-arranged to be on the field on 

Saturday evening, although without lighting or PA. The changes 

included that the event had a snack buffet that was free and open 

to all, in contrast to the paid for dinner at the Community Hall. 

However, it seems that early arrivals had consumed the food and 

there was little left for those arriving at the scheduled time.  

The final scheduled day of flying was for the MaxMen mini 

events and in the days soon afterwards there were very strong 

winds as a contrast to the generally good conditions for the 

whole flying period. 

 

 

Preparing for the F1Q flyoff  - eventual winner Schuel 

Cohen (who flies for “Portugal”) in foreground with Tom 

Ioerger and Mike Richardson behind, with Mike also in 

the photo below 

MaxMen F1Q flyoff – Aram Schlosberg  and the nose of 

Eitan Habba’s model 
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KIWI CUP, LOST HILLS, USA, FEB 11-13 

F1A   33 flew 

1 P Findahl SWE 1260 +464 

2 Y Bichet ISR 1260 +422 

3 Y Grushkovskiy UKR 1260 +418 

4 E Pecenkovic USA 1260 +403 

5 J Parker USA 1260 +400 

6 P Barron USA 1260 +394 

7 K Bauer USA 1260 +386 

8 G Malizki (J) ISR 1260 +365 

9 R Puhakka USA 1260 +329 

10 L Bachar ISR 1260 +306 

11 B Van Nest USA 1260 +269 

12 A Koerbin NZL 1260 +255 

13 C King NZL 1260 

13 F Moreau FRA 1260 

F1A-Junior   2 flew  1 full scores 

1 G Malizki ISR 1260 +365 

F1B   35 flew  22 full scores 

1 Y Sarig ISR 1260 +525 

2 T Fibish ISR 1260 +444 

3 A Andriukov USA 1260 +421 

4 M Seifert GER 1260 +410 

5 W Ghio USA 1260 +402 

6 M Davis USA 1260 +397 

7 B Jensen USA 1260 +387 

8 M Kovalenko UKR 1260 +386 

9 V Morgan AUS 1260 +381 

10 R Felix USA 1260 +378 

10 I Kohavi (J) USA 1260 +378 

12 E Habba ISR 1260 +371 

13 O Kulakovsky UKR 1260 +364 

14 L Horak CAN 1260 +356 

15 S Kuflik ISR 1260 +350 

F1B-Junior   1 flew 

1 I Kohavi USA 1260 +378 

F1C   14 flew  7 full scores 

1 M Mashiach ISR 1260 +585 

2 Y Gao CHN 1260 +575 

3 R Summersby AUS 1260 +561 

4 A Elyakim ISR 1260 +556 

5 F Parker USA 1260 +550 

6 A Babenko UKR 1260 +478 

F1Q   9 flew 

1 D Paff GER 1260 +385 

2 S Sityon Cohen POR 1260 +351 

3 I Kaynes GBR 1257 

4 J Murphy USA 1231 

F1E   15 flew 

1 E Gorban UKR 444.30 

2 A Andrist SUI 393.80 

3 G Jones USA 384.19 

4 I Kaynes GBR 378.55 

5 P Brocks USA 355.50 

6 M Mckeever USA 345.26 

7 P Findahl SWE 311.31 

F1G  16 flew, 6 full scores 
1 G Jones USA 600 +180 +175 

2 A Baruch ISR 600 +180 +173 

3 J Fitch USA 600 +158  

4 P Brocks USA 600 +122  

F1H  9 flew, 7 full scores 
1 B Jensen USA 600 +180 +696 

2 Y Bichet ISR 600 +180 +623 

3 P Findahl SWE 600 +180 +218 

F1J  2 flew 

1 F Parker USA 600 +288  

F1S  13 flew 

1 E Skorepa USA 600 +120 +312 

2 C Brooks USA 600 +120 +267 

3 J Van Nest USA 600 +94   

4 J Cooper GBR 579     

5 J Murphy USA 574     

In the above mini events the first flyoff score is flyoff, second 

“flyoff” score is that from first round flight to the ground. 

NORTH AMERICAN CUP, LOST HILLS, USA, 
FEBRUARY 15 

F1A   31 flew 

1 P Findahl SWE 1020 +480 

2 Y Bichet ISR 1020 +448 

3 L Malila SUI 1020 +447 

4 J Danier CAN 1020 +440 

5 J Parker USA 1020 +438 

6 G Malizki (J) ISR 1020 +426 

7 J Nyhegn DEN 1020 +350 

8 F Moreau FRA 1020 +340 

9 S Sityon Cohen POR 1020 +329 

10 L Bachar ISR 1020 +325 

11 Y Grushkovskiy UKR 1020 +22 

12 C Bachmann SUI 1020 

12 A Persson SWE 1020 

12 Y Zak ISR 1020 

F1A-Junior   1 flew 

1 G Malizki ISR 1020 +426 

F1B   43 flew  28 full scores 

1 B Hao AUS 1020 +480 +494 

2 T Fibish ISR 1020 +480 +458 

3 M Seifert GER 1020 +480 +455 

4 W Ghio USA 1020 +480 +432 

5 Y Segev ISR 1020 +480 +418 

6 G Simon USA 1020 +480 +396 

7 Y Sarig ISR 1020 +480 +395 

8 A Andriukov USA 1020 +480 +387 

8 M Schroedter USA 1020 +480 +387 

10 I Kohavi (J) USA 1020 +480 +383 

11 D Larsen NOR 1020 +480 +382 

11 P Mackenzie CAN 1020 +480 +382 

13 J Fitch USA 1020 +480 +365 

14 S Malkhasyan USA 1020 +480 +342 

15 G Batiuk GER 1020 +480 +310 

16 A Raymond USA 1020 +477 

F1B-Junior   2 flew  2 full scores 

1 I Kohavi USA 1020 +480 +383 

F1C   16 flew  8 full scores 

1 F Parker USA 1020 +480 +431 

2 G Mananno USA 1020 +480 +427 

3 M Mashiach ISR 1020 +480 +416 

4 K Itzhakov ISR 1020 +480 +395 

5 D Chesson USA 1020 +480 

6 J Buskell CAN 1020 +115 

F1Q   10 flew  6 full scores 

1 D Paff GER 1020 +480 +399 

2 M Richardson USA 1020 +480 +367 

3 S Sityon Cohen POR 1020 +480 +345 

4 I Kaynes GBR 1020 +232 
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BOB WHITE MEMORIAL MAX MEN, LOST 
HILLS, USA, FEB 16-20 

F1A   37 flew 

1 P Findahl SWE 1380 +360 +480 +458 

2 B Van Nest USA 1380 +360 +480 +320 

3 L Bachar ISR 1380 +360 +394 

4 Y Bichet ISR 1380 +360 +380 

5 P Barron USA 1380 +360 +321 

6 J Parker USA 1380 +360 +146 

7 E Pecenkovic USA 1380 +261 

8 G Malizki (J) ISR 1380 +252 

9 Y Grushkovskiy UKR 1380 +207 

10 F Moreau FRA 1380 +204 

11 J Danier CAN 1380 +189 

12 J Nyhegn DEN 1380 +188 

13 D Andrist SUI 1380 +42 

14 S Sityon Cohen POR 1380 

F1A-Junior   2 flew  1 full scores 

1 G Malizki ISR 1380 +252 

F1B   47 flew  29 full scores 

1 M Kovalenko UKR 1380 +360 +480 +404 

2 S Malkhasyan USA 1380 +360 +480 +379 

3 J Nyhegn DEN 1380 +360 +459 +384 

4 B Guest CAN 1380 +360 +459 +306 

5 L Norvall USA 1380 +360 +452 

6 A Schlosberg USA 1380 +360 +442 

7 Y Sarig ISR 1380 +360 +438 

8 B Hao AUS 1380 +360 +429 

9 L Horak CAN 1380 +360 +428 

10 W Ghio USA 1380 +360 +417 

11 B Jensen USA 1380 +360 +412 

12 O Kulakovsky UKR 1380 +360 +409 

13 G Simon USA 1380 +360 +404 

14 A Raymond USA 1380 +360 +397 

15 S Jensen DEN 1380 +360 +381 

16 G Mark ISR 1380 +360 +371 

17 M Davis USA 1380 +360 +366 

18 L Horak (J) GER 1380 +360 +364 

F1B-Junior   2 flew  2 full scores 

1 L Horak GER 1380 +360 +364 

F1C   17 flew  12 full scores 

1 A Babenko UKR 1380 +360 +469 

2 M Roberts USA 1380 +360 +429 

3 F Parker USA 1380 +360 +408 

4 K Itzhakov ISR 1380 +360 +387 

5 E Shemesh ISR 1380 +360 +384 

6 A Elyakim ISR 1380 +360 +361 

7 D Seifert GER 1380 +360 +347 

F1Q   12 flew  5 full scores 

1 S Sityon Cohen POR 1380 +360 +387 

2 E Habba ISR 1380 +360 +324 

3 A Schlosberg USA 1380 +360 +299 

4 T Ioerger USA 1380 +349 

5 M Richardson USA 1380 +217 

California Cup    F1E   14 flew 

1 M Mckeever USA 476.00 

2 E Gorban UKR 432.33 

3 F Terzian USA 396.56 

4 I Kaynes GBR 381.99 

5 P Findahl SWE 366.01 

6 G Jones USA 366.00 

F1P  4 flew 

1 R Secor USA 1380 

2 T Kerger USA 1360 

F1J  5 flew 

1 R Secor USA 600 180 240 378 

2 M McKeever USA 600 180 240 345 

F1S   11 flew 

1 S Malkhasyan USA 600 120 180    

2 D Sechrist  USA 600 120 141    

3 R Donnelly USA 600 120 132    

4 J Murphy USA 600 120 112    

F1H  6 flew 
1 P Findahl SWE 600 180 240 282 

2 Y Bichet ISR  600 180 240 223 

3 J Parker USA 600 180 145    

F1G  15 flew 

1 T Odell USA 600 180 240 

2 B Guest CAN 600 180 201 

3 T Fibish ISR  600 180 137 

4 W Ghio USA 600 174    

5 G Jones USA 600 132    

COUPROFILE NO. 9  MICHAEL MARSHALL 

Michael, you have flown competition Coupe for as long as I can 

remember -  It must have been around 20 years ago when we 

competed on Salisbury Plain. Can you  give us a brief account 

of your experience and approach to Coupe flying - your design, 

build and flight pattern preferences and how you pick the air? 

Coupe d’Hiver models are my first choice and I regret the 

limited attention this class receives here in the UK. I believe that 

I enjoy the building just as much as the flying.  I started building 

and flying probably in about 2000 and one of the first models 

was the Bob White coupe which was traditional design at that 

time but was small with a small propellor. ( Mike Woodhouse 

once told me that no one did any good with that model but Bob 

White) After that I made a succession of models including a 

design by John  Barker, one time chairman of the free flight 

Technical Committee. These models were largely of traditional 

construction with balsa fuselages and tissue covering. After this 

I graduated to carbon tube fuselages inspired by articles in the 

Aeromodeller by Dave Hipperson and Trevor Grey. Perhaps for 

me, the most significant thing was Dave Hipperson’s article 

Pure Fantasy in the 1991 Aeromodeller. I won the Free Flight 

Nationals three times with that design which heralded tube 

fuselages and thin wings with carbon capping. After that 
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Andrew Moorhouse passed to me an article in Free Flight News 

by Peter King for a model he called Linda. I built this model at 

the commencement of the Covid lock lockdown and have only 

flown it in two competitions. I read recently in FFn that Andrew 

Longhurst was commending the Linda propellor design which I 

use exclusively. Somewhere between the Pure Fantasy and Peter 

King’s models I built Anselmo Zeri’s coupe with the folding 

wings, but I did not include this feature; too difficult. However 

it was the most successful model I have ever had for 

performance, but I could never get it to DT properly. At one 

stage I downloaded an article from Free Flight Quarterly for a 

computer programme, to determine the correct CG, which didn’t 

help. 

I cannot recommend highly enough the two books produced by 

Free Flight Quarterly, the Australian magazine, in 2006  entitled 

Special F1G  Edition Coupe d’Hiver. I really believe that Dave 

Hipperson and Trevor Grey did a fantastic job in promoting free 

flight in the Aeromodeller. 

For a while my wife and I had an apartment in Saintes in France 

where there was a local club much like the Vikings at Sculthorpe 

where it was possible to fly on the local airfield and take part in 

competitions, coupe only. As well as the local Saintes activity I 

flew in competitions at Viabon and Moncontour. The 

competitions at Viabon where started a long time ago by 

Maurice Bayert one time editor of the French magazine Model 

Reduit de Avion. Here there is an airfield and club house with 

full facilities and the competition is well run with  a buffet lunch. 

At Moncontour the coupe contest precedes the larger F1A 

classes and takes place on harvested fields. Louis  Dupuis lived 

in Moncontour   and had a strong influence on modelling in that 

place, There was something that I had never seen before, a club 

house/ workshop including benches, pillar drills and a lathe. 

Aero modelling flourished in Moncontour under his leadership. 

 One distinct difference between flying in England and France 

is that in France cars are kept well out of the way and 

competitors carry their equipment, not too onerous, to the flight 

line. A lunch break is strictly adhered to. One effect of the 

separation of models and cars is that winding of models does not 

take place in cars and this probably led to what has been called 

“in model” winding.  

Dave Hipperson featured some of my fittings/ pieces in the 

Aeromodeller. Through contact in France I became aware of Mr 

Bukin and purchased his propellor hub assemblies which fit a 20 

mm diameter fuselage tube and have a unique connector to the 

rubber motor. The remote end of the motor is connected to what 

has been called a Persechio hook. You wind the motor with 

connectors in a half metal tube, then push this into the model 

and rotate to secure, then fit the propellor. Easy peasy. There 

may be some problems now with obtaining these special parts 

from the Ukraine? 

When it comes to actual flying I owe a great deal to Andrew 

Moorhouse, Chris Strachan and David Greaves, I always fly 

right left. Wings flat, no warps. I have had models with instant 

prop start, advocated by Mike Woodhouse, and have also, on 

some, utilised variable incidence tail planes. The Zeri model for 

example has this .On current models there are no gadgets. Mylar 

covered wings, clockwork DT and Pym Ruyter transmitter used 

in conjunction with a standard VHF portable radio. I use, 1/8th 

rubber,12 strands and have also tried 1/16th without finding any 

real advantage. I currently use Castor oil and abhor Silicon. 

How do you pick air? I really do not know but wait for a calm 

warm patch and then launch.  I was intrigued by the 

sophisticated device produced by Roy Vaughan some time ago 

and for myself built the sophisticated thermometer system 

designed by Martin Gregorie. 
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How do I pick the air? Now I do what the books say, wait until 

the sun shines, the wind falls and watch the streamer, When it 

billows violently I launch. What of the future? Numbers of 

competitors are falling. I believe there is a reluctance amongst 

modellers here in the UK to embrace new materials, they hanker 

after stick and tissue. I would certainly like to see more 

competitions here. If we could emulate the French and arrange 

for poles and timekeepers so much the better.  

UK COMPETITION NEWS 

CROYDON WAKEFIELD DAY / SAM 1066 DAY will be on 

April 10 at Salisbury Plain Area 8. Times 10.00 - 17.00. 

Croydon classes: 4oz Wake, 8oz Wake, F1B in rounds, Marcus 

Lightweights , P30, contact Ray Elliott.  Tel 020 8997 7745.   

SAM1066 classes: Vintage / Classic Glider, Mini Vintage, 

contact Roger Newman  Tel 02392 550809. 

PETIT CLASSIQUE DE BRUM will be at MOD North 

Luffenham on April 16. A relaxed day out – or will we be April 

Fools? A competition of 3 flights, no rounds. Start 10.00 end 

16.00, followed by Fly-offs as required.  Max and Fly-off (not 

DT) to be determined by the CD on the day with regard to 

weather and other conditions. Classes will be pre 1970 Coupe 

(incl. Vintage Coupe), Classic A1, Combined E36 + 1/2A power 

(both 8 second run), Classic Glider (50m line) and Mini Vintage. 

Competitors may enter two models, separately, in each event. 

Highest placed entry to count, NO SUBSTITUTION of parts nor 

model permitted. Entry £10 for the day, prizes for 1,2&3 in each 

class. NOTE TO POTENTIAL FLIERS: - April is traditionally 

a bit showery, so much so that they write songs about it. If the 

forecast is for VERY INCLEMENT weather, then WE WILL 

POSTPONE the event to the alternate date of 23rd April. To 

avoid an unnecessary journey if you think you’ll be there 

PLEASE TELL GAVIN MANION BY EMAIL. The decision 

whether we go ahead will be notified by email by the evening of 

Thursday 13th April.  Contacts: Gavin Manion 

gavin.manion84@gmail.com or Stu Darmon 01858 882057. 

BMFA 1ST AREA MEETING, FEBRUARY 26 

Scotland Light winds other than a windy spell in the middle 

of the day. Dry, 3 degrees. 

Northern Dry, 14 mph NE wind dying away in late afternoon. 

Midland 10 mph gusting to 15 Sunny and very cold North 

wind 

East Anglia Sunny day at Sculthorpe with some afternoon cloud. 

Wind 15 mph gusting to 20mph. 

South Average windspeed 15 mph. Bright and cold. 

South West Wind 12 mph to 17 mph.  Sunny and cold. 

South East NE wind, 15 mph all day. Mainly dry, cold. 

Combined Glider  8 flew 

1 J Carter Grantham 7.26 

2 C Edge Scotia 6.26 

3 G Peck Louth 5.06 

4 D Etherton Crookham 3.52 

Combined Power 2 flew 

1 D Cox Crookham 7.30 +3.28 

2 M Chapman Grantham 5.55  

CLG/HLG 6 flew 

1 P Ball Grantham 4.55 

2 M Cook Crawley 4.50 

3 J Arnott Scotia 4.34 

Combined Electric 12 flew 

1 P Watson Birmingham 7.30 +5.22 

2 C.Redrup Crookham 7.30 +4.37 

3 T Grey Crookham 7.30 +3.22 

4 N Botham Morley 7.30 +2.15 

5 J Pennington B&W 7.22  

6 G Williamson Peterborough 6.41  

F1J  5 flew 

1 S Dixon Birmingham 10.00 +6.33 

2 N Allen East Grinstead 10.00 +3.28 

3 S Barnes Morley 8.49 

4 A Jack Birmingham 8.23  

P30   13 flew 

1 S Fielding Morley 6.00 +3.48 

2 M Woodhouse Vikings 5.36  

3 S Philpott Birmingham 4.59  

4 K Best Birmingham 4.33  

5 D Powis CVA 4.25  

6 J Northrop Morley 4.17  

Mini Vintage  5 flew 

1 P Ball Grantham 6.00 5.10 

2 C Foster Morley 6.00 3.02 

3 S Willis Croydon 6.00 1.55 

Plugge 

  CE F1J P30 Total 
1 Birmingham 150 140 160 450 

2 Morley 83 80 161 324 

3 Crookham 174  49 223 

4 CVA 41  84 125 

5 Croydon 41  53 94 

6 Vikings   92 92 

7 Peterborough 91   91 

8 East Grinstead  80  80 

9 B&W 66   66 

10 Impington   23 23 

CLASSIC A1 EMAIL INTERNATIONAL 2023 

The second 'official' postal contest for Classic A1 gliders will 

run from June 1st to December 31st 2023. Top three individuals 

plus top team of up to three flyers will be awarded engraved 

glass trophies, and thanks to the generosity of Peter Brown, once 

again the winner  receives a complete stand- alone RDT system.  

Eligible models 

A Classic A1 is any towline glider of total area not exceeding 18 

sq. DM (279 sq. in.), built to a design published or kitted 

between January 1951 and January 1961. 

N.B  the 'Ghost', 'Top Kick' (see plans below)  and 'Lil' Dip' will 

be considered eligible for this year's event.  

There is no minimum weight requirement. Any form of 

dethermaliser may be fitted. 

Towline 50 metres (164 ft.) maximum. Alternatively launching 

may be via a 'bungee' containing no more than 20m. of rubber 

and not exceeding 50 m. relaxed length, anchored to the ground 

(provided the whole flight is over substantially level ground). 

Scoring 

All flights for each entry must be made on the same day, using 

the same model. An individual may make up to three entries, so 

long as a different model is used for each. Flights must be timed 

by a person other than the entrant. 

The max for the first flight is 30 seconds.  If this is achieved, the 
entrant may make a second flight, of max 60 seconds and so on, 
the max increasing by 30 seconds each time until a max is not 

mailto:gavin.manion84@gmail.com
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achieved (or flying cannot continue, e.g. because the model is 
lost or damaged). The total score for each entry is the sum of all 
flights, including the last sub- max. This should be submitted in 
the form of an addition, e.g.       30+60+90+112 = 292 

Entry 

Entry is free of charge. Score should be submitted to 
stuartdarmonf1a@yahoo.com 

or by post to Stuart Darmon, 1 Post Office Cottages, Main 
Street, Theddingworth, Leicestershire LE176QP, United 
Kingdom 

to arrive no later than January 10 2024. Please include your 
name, the name of your timekeeper, the design you flew, and the 
location of your flights. Additional information and photos 
would be most welcome. 

 

 

 

 

 


