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FFn DIARY 

April 7  

Good Friday 

Barkston Heath 

BMFA Northern Gala  CG (CMA), CR 

(Caton), CP (Hamley), CE, F1H, 1/2A, 

SLOP (Falcons), Mini Vintage, P30, 

H/CLG, E30 

April 10 

Salisbury Plain 

Croydon Wakefield Day / SAM 1066 Day. 

10.00 - 17.00. Croydon classes:  4oz Wake, 

8oz Wake, F1B in rounds, Marcus 

Lightweights , P30. Contact Ray Elliott.  

Tel 020 8997 7745. SAM1066 classes: 

Vintage / Classic Glider, Mini Vintage 

Contact Roger Newman  Tel 02392 

550809. 

April 15 

Oberkotzau, 

Germany 

Otto-Kuttler-Cup. F1E  World Cup event. 

Contact: Peter Kuttler, tel: 

+491609451646, e: peter-kuttler@web.de 

April 16 

Oberkotzau, 

Germany 

Föhrlberg-Cup. F1E  World Cup event. 

Contact: Peter Kuttler, tel: 

+491609451646, e: peter-kuttler@web.de  

April16 

Luffenham 

Petit Classique de Brum. Pre 1970 Coupe 
(incl. Vintage Coupe), Classic A1, 
Combined E36 + 1/2A power (both 8 
second run), Classic Glider (50m line) and 
Mini Vintage..  3 flights, no rounds. 10.00 
to 16.00 followed by Fly-offs (not DT). 
See FFn 2303. If bad weather my postpone 
to  April 23 – if planning to come  PLEASE 
TELL GAVIN MANION BY EMAIL. 
Decision by email by the evening of 
Thursday April 13. Contacts: Gavin 
Manion gavin.manion84@gmail.com or 
Stu Darmon 01858 882057  

April 16 

Narrandera, 

NSW, Australia 

Widgiewa Cup. F1A F1B F1C  World Cup 

event. Contact: Shannon Tolmie, tel: 

+610419237203, email: 

smtolmie@hotmail.com 

April 17 

Narrandera, 

NSW, Australia 

AFFS Championships. F1A F1B F1C  

World Cup event. Contact: Shannon 

Tolmie – see April 16 entry 

April 19 

Narrandera, 

NSW, Australia 

Southern Cross Cup. F1A F1B F1C  World 

Cup event. Contact: Shannon Tolmie– see 

April 16 entry  

April 21-24 

Peak District or 

near Melton 

Mowbray 

BMFA 1st F1E. F1E Team Selection 1 1 

or 2 days according to weather. Contact: 

Ian Kaynes 01252 512538 

kaynes@btinternet.com 

POSTPONED Crosno Cup, Tomaszów Lubel, Poland  

POSTPONED Gonzo Cup, Tomaszów Lubel, Poland  

April 29 

Nova Topola, 

Bosnia-

Herzegovina 

5. RS Open Cup. F1A F1B F1C   Open 

International Contact: Miloš Budimčić, tel: 

+38765737027, email: 

misobudimcic1@gmail.com  

April 29-30 

Salisbury Plain 

BMFA London Gala. Saturday events CG, 

CR, CP, CE, Mini Vintage. Sunday events 

F1H, F1G, F1J, P30, H/CLG, E30, CO2. 

Club Champs for CG CR CP CE 

May 13-14 

Peak District or 

near Melton 

Mowbray 

BMFA 2nd F1E. F1E Team Selection 2 1 

or 2 days according to weather. Contact: 

Ian Kaynes 01252 512538 

kaynes@btinternet.com 

May 13 

Salonta, Romania 

Salonta Cup F1A,B,C,Q. F1A F1B F1C 

F1Q  World Cup event. Contact: Vincze 

Sandor, tel: +407124718992, email: 

vinczesg@gmail.com  

May 14 

Salonta, Romania 

Szabó Miklós Memorial. F1A F1B F1C 

F1H F1Q  World Cup event. Contact: 

József G , tel: +36203635573, email: 

gutijozsef74@gmail.com  

May 27 

Viborg, Denmark 

Jutland Heath Cup. F1A F1B F1Q F1S  

World Cup event. Contact: Peter 

Rasmussen, email: 

pr.arkitecter@gmail.com  
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CIAM 

By Ian Kaynes 

Following the Free Flight Technical Meeting (FFTM) reported 

in the March FFn, the CIAM process has completed with the 

General Rules technical meeting on Marc11, the delegates 

voting on the proposals on March 30 and 31 and a Bureau 

meeting and the Plenary meeting both held on April 1 (no joke 

having both meetings on that same day). Final remote voting on 

awards and championship venues took place on April 2. 

The Bureau meeting discussed that the FAI are changing their 

accounts to be in Swiss Francs only. This means that for 

Championships the registration fees and purchase of medals and 

for open international events the registration fee will now be 

required in Swiss francs instead of Euro. Since the two 

currencies are close to the same value, the CIAM forms will be 

changed to show CHF instead of Euro without changing the 

numbers. Outward facing costs, such as competition entry fees, 

can still be quoted in Euros or indeed a local currency. 

The two meetings and voting did not really change anything 

from that reported from the FFTM, so here I will just summarise 

the changes and give the delegate votes: 

The Bureau proposal to change the competition registration fees 

and including a €10 charge on all championship competitors and 

team managers was approved (25 for, 4 against). 

The change to World Cup rules to require at least 4 competitors 

in each competition was passed (23 for, none against), but note 

that for free flight an amendment to the FF World Rules will 

negate the effect of this change. 

The F1 Subcommittee proposal to recognize F1Q as a 
Championship class was accepted (27 for, none against). This 
will become effective in January 2024 but whether it will be 
adopted for the 2024 European Championships is unknown but 
unlikely given that the event is already at the planning stage 
without it. 

The FFSC proposal to use F1Q for Junior Championships 
instead of F1P had been withdrawn at FFTM. 

The Bureau proposal to award championship medals to females 
only if there at least 6 participants was accepted (27 for, 3 
against). 

The FFSC proposals to have championships results shown in 
finishing order and to mark containers used for fuel were both 
accepted unanimously. 

The Free Flight section changes all followed the decisions made 
at FFTM as follows. 

The proposal for renumbering the F1 volume of the Sporting 
Code was accepted (26 for, none against). At the Bureau 
meeting there was some discussion about applying this to the 
other technical volumes, with the comment that they all needed 
renumbering but in a consistent way and questioning if the F1 
proposal worked for all other volumes. 

The change emphasizing the need for two timekeepers was 
approved (26 for, 1 against) 

The USA proposal for increasing the duration of the F1B flyoff 
rounds had been withdrawn at FFTM 

The FFSC proposal requiring RDT to be available on an F1C 
model from the time it was refuelled was passed (24 for, 1 
against) and will be effective January 2025. The two similar 
German proposals had been withdrawn at FFTM. 

The USA had proposed to reinforce the builder of the model 
rules for the indoor classes. The original F1D proposal had been 
changed at FFTM to allow pre-built variable pitch props. The 
modified F1D change was passed (24 for, 1 against). The 
proposals for the other indoor classes were passed by a similar 

margin, with a single vote against each one. These proposals 
also included minor amendments according to features allowed 
or excluded in the other class rules. 

The FFSC proposal on knowledge of the maximum in F1E 

timing was passed (26 for and none against), with a similar 

French proposal having been withdrawn at FFTM. 

The USA proposal to modify the rules for F1S (=E36) to specify 

2S Lipo batteries and a 7 second run were accepted (22 for, 1 

against).  

The two FFSC proposals on the F1 World Cup were accepted 

with no votes against. This includes the amendment to award 

points without a minimum number of competitors required, 

serving to negate the general rule change.  

Unless stated otherwise, all the changes above will be included 

in the next Sporting Code which will be effective from January 

2024. 

Championships 

For F1E the 2024 European Championships and the 2025 World 

Championships have been awarded to the Czech Republic. 

Dates have not yet been defined any more closely than “August” 

for both events. 

The 2025 European Junior Championships F1ABP have been 

awarded to Romania with provisional dates of July 9 to 15. 

There have been no bids for the Indoor World Championships 

in 2024 nor the European Championships in 2025. 

Bids for the 2025 F1ABCQ World Championships were 

received from Mongolia and Romania. Mongolia had bid in 

2023 but that was negated by the decision to award the 2023 

event to France in place of their event awarded for 2021 but 

cancelled because of covid. Mongolia and Romania made 

submissions which emphasized their past performances running 

championships with Mongolia correctly flagging up the high 

quality of their 2015 event. . Remote voting was made for 

delegates to decide the venue of championships and the 

Alphonse Penaud award. The results gave 16 votes for Romania 

and 14 for Mongolia with 2 abstentions and 7 countries not 

voting. This gives the event to Romania who had also previously 

been awarded the 2024 F1ABC European Championships and 

at this meeting the 2025 Junior European Championship 

F1ABP. 

NEWS FROM BMFA FF TECH COMMITTEE 

All correspondence re this news to the FFTC Secretary: Simon 
Dixon 8 Capulet Drive Bards Meadow Warwick Gate Warwick 
CV34 6EU email;- Dixonfamily100@yahoo.co.uk   

Contest Results  

Neil Allen has been compiling the results and putting them on 
the website since the start of the year. Neil has done an excellent 
job getting the results for the first three area contests onto the 
website within a few days of the events.  

Salisbury Plain and North Luffenham  

There is a tab on the FFTC website for Permits where you can 
apply and buy the permit that you require on line. The cost is 
£20 for Salisbury Plain £35 for North Luffenham. The details of 
the Conditions of Issue and Code of Conduct are included with 
the application and must be strictly followed.  

E30 Rule Clarification  

A clarification paper regarding E30 batteries has been added to 
the Technical Information page on the website.  

PA101, F1A BY PETER ALLNUTT 

Peter numbers his models consecutively ans this indeed is his 
101st model 

mailto:Dixonfamily100@yahoo.co.uk
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COUPROFILE NO. 10     JIM PATON  

 

1. Jim, well, Doctor Jim really, having laid down your scalpel 

you picked it up again and began your balsa cutting career about 

twenty years ago ? You’ve concentrated on competition rubber 

free flight especially vintage Wakefield and Coupe, tell us a bit 

about your experience. You fly a Bukin factory- built Coupe , 

the only one I’ve seen in competition. What do you think of it 

compared with locked- down models? 

I’ve been intermittently aeromodelling since I was 5!  I got a 

Jetex 50 for my seventh birthday. I suspect I got a lot of help 

from my father. Success was limited. Milestones since then 

included radio control and free flight at the Liverpool club’s 

airfield at Woodvale, RC with my teenage son and competitive  

RC soaring in the BARCS league. Living near Malvern slope 

soaring figured prominently.  

Free flight rubber took off on a neighbour’s field about 20 years 

ago, starting with a KK Competitor. Flights varied from 30 to 

45 seconds. The wife got a part time job in Oxford and I bought 

a Bukin carbon fibre F1G to fly at Port Meadow. At the time we 

had a pay rise to sell our soul to the computer from Tony Blair. 

It cost £220 and came from someone very helpful in California. 

I can’t remember his name. I couldn’t believe how well it flew 

compared with Keil Kraft kits. The first flight on half turns I was 

so excited I forgot to set the dt as I wasn’t using the wing wiggler 

or vit. It got down to 20 feet or so and then descended no more 

as it flew towards the houses. In those days I retrieved by 

running after it. As it approached the houses it slowly rose, flew 

over them never to be seen again. I promptly did a bit extra work 

and ordered another. A year later I ordered a second which 

failed to arrive, so I ordered another and the two arrived 

together. For many years I had three, with the original being the 

best. I competed and trimmed solely in F1G  with these till I 

retired. At its peak I didn’t win the nationals. I forgot to enter 

the time for my fourth flight. I did 5 maxes and flew in the flyoff 

finding better air than the other competitor. Only to be told by 

Trevor Grey that I only had 4 maxes. Such was, and is, my 

cavalier attitude.  

When I retired I decided to make a model for every rubber class 

and entered a phase of industrious building. With diversification 

initially came some success. Nowadays I realise that most of my 

models are too heavy and have acquired more competitive 

models from the recently deceased, notably my good friend Ted 

Tyson who died a couple of years ago.  

Concerning my vintage models, my favourite class is mini 

vintage, being only three rounds, and my favourite model is the 

Buckeridge lightweight. I have three specimens, all of which 

have been treed a few times, so worse for wear. I have 4 and 8 

ounce Wakefields to compete with also, but they use up so much 

rubber. 

2. How do you pick the air ? 

Regarding finding lift, I have two guaranteed methods. First is 

to use Chris Redrup’s thermistor and streamer and the second 

is to launch when someone tells me to. My tendency is to launch 

during a lull with rising temperature. Without instruments I have 

no idea whether the temperature is rising or falling. I can tell 

when there is a lull. I have yet to try launching with the infill. 

It’s all obviously a black art.  

4. Do you have any developments in mind for your Coupes?  

Regarding factory built versus home made coupes. The Bukins 

are overweight and this is a big disadvantage. I have 

cannibalised one to give it rdt, auto rudder, no vit and no wing 

wiggler. It is much lighter and performs best. My original best 

Bukin flew away on two flat batteries, one for the gps and one 

for the rdt. I won’t replace it.  

These days I have just inherited a few of Robin Kimber’s 

collection of home made F1Gs which perform well. I shall try 

competing with them this season. 

I rather like flying open rubber also with my 50 grammers and 

my Last Resorts, which I am told are approximately named, as 

it is easier to max with them. F1G is difficult. .  

Jim launches,  Bernard Aslett  times 
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EAGLE CUP F1 2023, GJØVIK, NORWAY, 
MARCH 6 

F1A   5 flew 

1 K Huber SWE 540 +443 

2 K Stepanenko (J) EST 540 +320 

3 E Dambrauskas NOR 506 

F1A-Junior   1 flew 

1 K Stepanenko EST 540 +320 

F1B   4 flew  4 full scores 

1 D Larsen NOR 540 +464 

2 D Barberis FRA 540 +387 

Both Eagle Cup and Danish Cup were flown on the reserve day 

Monday March 6 since the scheduled Saturday and Sunday had 

strong winds. 

DANISH CUP, MJØSA, NORWAY, MARCH 6 

F1A   5 flew 

1 K Stepanenko (J) EST 540 +461 

2 K Huber SWE 540 +399 

3 L Jensen DEN 428 

F1A-Junior   1 flew 

1 K Stepanenko EST 540 +461 

F1B   4 flew  2 full scores 

1 D Larsen NOR 540 +318 

2 V Nereng NOR 540 +187 

SWEDISH MOOSE CUP, SÄKYLÄ, PORI, 
FINLAND, MARCH 10 

F1A   26 flew  16 full scores 

1 M Sivonen FIN 1020 +360 +492 

2 R Hellgren SWE 1020 +360 +305 

3 E Henriksson FIN 1020 +360 +257 

4 A Segerstrom (J) SWE 1020 +360 +230 

5 T Hanhilammi FIN 1020 +360 +220 

6 M Henriksson FIN 1020 +360 +196 

7 P Ronkanen FIN 1020 +360 +156 

8 K Valkonen FIN 1020 +279 

9 P Findahl SWE 1020 +252 

10 M Niiranen FIN 1020 +242 

F1A-Junior   3 flew  3 full scores 

1 A Segerstrom SWE 1020 +360 +230 

2 K Stepanenko EST 1020 +8 

F1B   12 flew  8 full scores 

1 J Isotalo FIN 1020 +327 

2 D Larsen NOR 1020 +277 

3 M Lihtamo FIN 1020 +200 

4 V Vackermann (J) EST 1020 +189 

5 R Saatvali EST 1020 +178 

F1B-Junior   3 flew  2 full scores 

1 V Vackermann EST 1020 +189 

F1C   2 flew  2 full scores 

1 V Niiranen FIN 1020 +360 +446 

F1Q   1 flew 

1 T Linkosalo FIN 999 

BEAR CUP, SÄKYLÄ, PORI, FINLAND, 
MARCH 11 

F1A   30 flew  12 full scores 

1 P Findahl SWE 1020 +360 +600 +415 

2 J Savolainen FIN 1020 +360 +600 +203 

3 M Sivonen FIN 1020 +360 +593 

4 O Karhunen FIN 1020 +360 +585 

5 T Hanhilammi FIN 1020 +360 +556 

6 M Niiranen FIN 1020 +360 +506 

7 L Malila SUI 1020 +360 +51 

8 A Segerstrom (J) SWE 1020 +351 

9 P Leomar EST 1020 +320 

10 R Hellgren SWE 1020 +178 

F1A-Junior   2 flew  1 full scores 

1 A Segerstrom SWE 1020 +351 

F1B   12 flew 

1 M Lihtamo FIN 1020 +360 

2 J Isotalo FIN 1020 +312 

3 A Kutvonen FIN 1020 +192 

4 Y Valtonen FIN 1010 

5 D Larsen NOR 993 

F1B-Junior   2 flew 

1 V Vackermann EST 980 

F1C   2 flew  2 full scores 

1 A Kutvonen FIN 1020 +433 

F1Q   1 flew 

1 T Linkosalo FIN 1008 

SPZG CUP ANTOON VAN ELDIK 
MEMORIAL, KIETRZ, POLAND, MARCH 18 

F1A   45 flew  22 full scores 

1 A Van Wallene NED 480 +120 125m 

2 R Holzleitner AUT 480 +120 112m 

3 O Pszeniczny UKR 480 +120 102m 

4 H Niezborala POL 480 +120 82m 

5 M Rossen NED 480 +120 76m 

6 R Golubowski POL 480 +120 59m 

6 V Rossler CZE 480 +120 59m 

8 B Bagari SLO 480 +120 52m 

9 I Bezak SVK 480 +120 50m 

10 M Golubowski (J) POL 480 +120 44m 

11 I Csikar (J) HUN 480 +120 42m 

12 H Krupa POL 480 +120 37m 

13 B Duijghuisen NED 480 +120 30m 

14 T Jeziorny (J) POL 480 +120 28m 

15 G Aringer GER 480 +120 25m 

F1A-Junior   10 flew   4 full scores 

1 M Golubowski POL 480 +120 44m 

2 I Csikar HUN 480 +120 42m 

3 T Jeziorny POL 480 +120 28m 

F1B   21 flew  19 full scores 

1 O Starov UKR 480 +120 107m 

2 M Woolner GBR 480 +120 102m 

3 S Stefanchuk UKR 480 +120 91m 

4 S Skibicki POL 480 +120 85m 

5 A Krawiec POL 480 +120 80m 

5 T Lipski POL 480 +120 80m 

7 L Horak (J) GER 480 +120 71m 

8 J Bodin FRA 480 +120 68m 
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F1B-Junior   4 flew  3 full scores 

1 L Horak GER 480 +120 71m 

2 E Shimshi ISR 480 +120 54m 

F1C   4 flew 

1 M Gasiorowski POL 327 

2 R Marek POL 325 

F1Q   16 flew  9 full scores 

1 F Gradi ITA 480 +120 56m 

2 M Varadi HUN 480 +120 54m 

3 F Badylak POL 480 +120 53m +120 31m 

4 F Jedrysiak (J) POL 480 +120 53m +120 26m 

5 F Ceccarini ITA 480 +120 33m 

6 I Fodor HUN 480 +120 28m 

F1Q-Junior   6 flew 

1 F Jedrysiak POL 480 +120 53m +120 26m 

2 L Buzas HUN 480 +120 -6m 

3 K Pogonowski POL 469 

KARTEL-CUP PIETER DE BOER 
MEMORIAL, KIETRZ, POLAND, MARCH 19 

F1A   31 flew  22 full scores 

1 A Van Wallene NED 150 +180 74m 

2 J Jeziorny POL 150 +180 54m 

3 M Slys POL 150 +180 41m 

4 M Sliwinski POL 150 +180 40m 

5 J Carter GBR 150 +180 28m 

6 H Krupa POL 150 +180 23m 

7 T Jeziorny (J) POL 150 +180 15m 

7 F Kusajew UKR 150 +180 15m 

9 J Zajic (J) CZE 150 +180 13m 

10 B Duijghuisen NED 150 +180 12m 

10 P Klobusicky (J) SVK 150 +180 12m 

12 M Rossen NED 150 +180 7m 

F1A-Junior   9 flew  5 full scores 

1 T Jeziorny POL 150 +180 15m 

2 J Zajic CZE 150 +180 13m 

3 P Klobusicky SVK 150 +180 12m 

F1B   20 flew  16 full scores 

1 O Starov UKR 150 +120 72m 

2 S Stefanchuk UKR 150 +120 57m 

3 T Lipski POL 150 +120 52m 

4 K Lamers NED 150 +120 50m 

5 S Skibicki POL 150 +120 48m 

6 R Lucassen NED 150 +120 47m 

7 Y Sarig ISR 150 +120 39m 

F1B-Junior   3 flew  2 full scores 

1 E Shimshi ISR 150 +120 35m 

2 L Horak GER 150 +120 29m 

F1C   3 flew 

1 E Burek POL 345 

2 M Gasiorowski POL 344 

F1Q   17 flew  7 full scores 

1 F Gradi ITA 150 +120 75m 

2 M Varadi HUN 150 +120 62m 

3 S Bolko POL 150 +120 53m 

4 I Fodor HUN 150 +120 37m 

5 F Ceccarini ITA 150 +120 24m 

F1Q-Junior   5 flew 

1 M Baran POL 150 

2 K Pogonowski POL 125 

3 W Bartel POL 116 

F1E RANA NEAR LOUNY, CZECH 
REPUBLIC, MARCH 25 AND 26 

Ian Kaynes 

This was a windy weekend. With a strong westerly blowing the 

launch site was placed on the west of the main hill overlooking 

the airfield. On the first day launch was established at a position 

well above the base and the wind was typically 6 or 7 m/sec on 

the ground. While it possible to soar into this wind the lift over 

the hill made models climb quite rapidly where it was a much 

higher wind speed, but of course it was higher. My first flight 

landed up the hill and the wind there was 10 m/sec and this was 

lower than the summit. A max flight could go over the hill and 

on DT ended up about 1km downwind of the summit. The final 

winner Florian Draghici had four such maxes and a final flight 

of just 7 seconds gave him a score by beating Ivan Treger who 

also had four maxes but had missed flying in the third round. 

Polish flyer Slawomir Masarczyk was third with a score 40% 

below Ivan and Jean-Luc Drapeau was fourth 110% below the 

third place score. 

The second day had been forecast to be rather less windy, and 

we were launching in much lower wind speeds from the launch 

site established very near to the bottom of the hill. Like the 

previous day the max started at 180s. By the end of the third 

round there were 5 full scores and so the max for the final two 

rounds was increased to 240s. The last round times were slightly 

reduced in order to finish before the heavy rain predicted to 

arrive at 15.00. In these two rounds only four of these maxes 

were scored, by four different people and so it had served the 

purpose of avoiding a flyoff and the rain arrived a few minutes 

before 15.00. Jean-Luc Drapeau had won, dropping time only 

on his round 4 flight, followed by Draghici Florian 

 

This indicates the weather on the Saturday 

Raná 1, March 25    20 flew 

1 F Draghici ROU 403.89 

2 I Treger SVK 400.00 

3 S Masarczyk POL 358.88 

4 J Drapeau FRA 248.34 

5 N Totan (J) ROU 236.11 

6 A Frieser GER 192.78 

7 M Popescu ROU 152.78 

8 A Gudumac ROU 142.78 

9 F Tiberiu ROU 127.22 

10 T Hlavinka CZE 117.22 

F1E-Junior   5 flew 

1 N Totan ROU 236.11 

2 A Costache ROU 95.00 
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Raná 2, March26      21 flew 

1 J Drapeau FRA 465.83 

2 F Draghici ROU 435.42 

3 V Levy CZE 390.98 

4 S Masarczyk POL 372.50 

5 T Hlavinka CZE 367.50 

6 N Totan (J) ROU 365.41 

7 M Popescu ROU 329.17 

8 J Orel CZE 325.69 

9 J Blazek CZE 322.37 

10 V Zima CZE 320.42 

11 F Tiberiu ROU 305.56 

F1E-Junior   4 flew 

1 N Totan ROU 365.41 

21 A Costache ROU 261.82 

 

Jean-Luc Drapeau closely studying the anemometer 

 

The first and second juniors on both days, Nectarie Totan 

and Andreea Costache from Romania 

Photos: Martin Hurda 

 

8TH GRANDE COUPE DE BIRMINGHAM, N 
LUFFENHAM, FEBRUARY 19 

Gavin Manion 

The forecast for a few days before the event was for a cool windy 
day and this might have put off some potential attendees. In fact, 
the day was bright and even mild with sunshine for much of the 
time. By midday the day had become one of bubbling cloud in a 
blue sky with the sun popping in and out. Thermals were 

relatively frequent and well-marked, normally by the classic 
“lull-and-feels-warm” technique but maxes were hard to come 
by for many and that must have been down to the confusing 
effects of the turbulence from upwind trees. 

Many thanks go to Kris Best who once again CD’d the event, 
her friendly and wise input is a key part of the “Grande Coupe 
Experience”. She also provided breakfast pastries and lunchtime 
savouries at Control which were much appreciated by fliers. 
Start was at 10.00 with Kris having decided that the max for the 
first two rounds of F1G, and thus for all flights of the Pre-1970 
Coupe class, would be 90s. Given the brisk wind and turbulence 
this seemed a reasonable decision and indeed only two flyers 
were clear by midday. The max remained at 90s throughout the 
contest though, as is often the case, the day calmed as evening 
approached.  

Four fliers took the opportunity to “Double-Up” their F1G and 
Pre-1970 flights, a particularly successful exponent was Peter 

Woodhouse who managed a first and a second place with just 
five flights of his Etienvre. On this tricky day several were 
unlucky to drop a flight or two so there were no fly-offs required 
to determine the places. In F1G Gavin Manion maxed out 
closely followed by Peter Woodhouse with Stu Darmon In third 
place 

Pre-1970 Coupe was dominated by Vintage designs with the 
Etienvre as popular as ever though Steve Philpott managed his 
two maxes with his Fuit  Third was Chris Redrup with his 
previously all conquering Etienvre. 

Kris Best was master of ceremonies at the prize giving with wine 
for Firsts, Seconds and Thirds.  A happy tradition is for 
Aeromodeller Editor Andrew Boddington to present the lovely 
Aeromodeller Trophy for F1G, he also bought along 
Aeromodeller Magazine art covers for winners which were well 
received. The organisers are very grateful for Andrew’s 
continuing support of this event. 

The 9th 2023 event will take place probably in early December 
and probably at North Luffenham. Look out for details in “the 
press” later on in the year. As ever you are all most welcome. 

All classes 90s max all day 

F1G  10 flew 

1 G Manion 450 4 B Whitehead 420 
2 P Woodhouse 441 5 M Marshall 330 
3 S Darmon 429 6 R Elliott 325 

Pre 1970 Coupe D'hiver 6 flew 

1 P Woodhouse 261 Etienvre/Jump bis  Vintage 
2 S Philpott 252 Jump bis/Fuit Vintage 

3 C Redrup 243 Etienvre Vintage 
4 C Foster 194 Etienvre/Jump bis Vintage 
5 P Ball 182 Curry-Dore Vintage 
6* R Elliot 181 Bilgri Mini Classic 

* Ray Elliot 1st place Classic Coupe 

SOUTHERN COUPE LEAGUE 

BMFA Second Area event., March12 

By Peter Hall 

The weather last year was, on average, the best since 2008. and 
things can only get better. But March is always dodgy and  the 
2nd Area  Coupe event was attended only by the fittest and 
keenest. Six flew and all I have is Gavin Manion’s report from 
Barkston. Gavin says: 

Bloody 'ell yesterday was windy at Luffenham. 

It was never cold and there wasn't a speck of snow to be seen 
but that wind was relentlessly strong. I say relentless but in the 
afternoon, when it was if anything stronger, the lulls were easier 
to spot, I made my best flights under the afternoon cloud cover. 
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I flew my Bagatelle until runway rash abraded the wingtips 
beyond gobbing balsa cement was ever going to cure; I just 
couldn't miss the concrete. 

Changed to the "good ol' No5" and made a very near max and 
finally my only max of the day. I flew it with Vintage Coupe 
10x1/8th motors because a) I had made up a number of them 
and b) I reasoned a longer run would give some chance of a 
climb after being tipped upside down by the turbulence at about 
20seconds in. Maybe I've learned something?? 

I was beaten on the field by (drum roll) Ivan Taylor who was 
gifted an ageing Kris Best coupe a week ago, basically rebuilt 
the wing and "trimmed" it in the small field behind his house. 
He was a few seconds ahead with his two maxes. 

Good news is that Ivan "likes these coupe things", maybe we 
have a Dusan replacement. 

(Gavin is referring here to Dusan Jiricny who has returned home 
to Czechia after a very successful stay here flying Coupe for 

Birmingham.) 

And so, after two events Gavin heads the League table. There 
are seven more to go and all you have to do is turn up and wind. 

Second Area Scores 

1 I Taylor Birmingham 12 
2 S Fielding Morley 9 
3 G Manion Birmingham 8 
4 P Woodhouse Morley 7 
4 S Willis Croydon 7 
6 S Darmon Birmingham 5 

League Scores 

   CdeB Area2 Total 
1 G Manion Birmingham 12 8 20 
2 P Woodhouse Morley 9 7 16 
3 S Darmon Birmingham 8 5 13 
4 I Taylor Birmingham  12 12 
5 S Fielding Morley  9 9 
6 S Willis Croydon 1 7 8 
7 B Whitehead  7  7 
8 M Marshall Impington 6  6 
9 R Elliott Croydon 5  5 
10 C Foster Morley 4  4 
11 C Redrup Crookham 3  3 
12 R Vaughn Crookham 2  2 

BMFA 2ND AREA MEETING, MARCH 12 

Scotland No flying 

Northern Dry, 14 mph unremitting wind from west south 

west.  

Midland Bright, windy and very turbulent. SW, 15 mph 

gusting to 25 mph.  

East Anglia Cold day at Sculthorpe with broken cloud. Wind 

16 mph average gusting to 25 mph.  

South Windspeed 18 mph, cloudy.  

South West Windspeed 15 mph, and increasing. Mist and 

drizzle.  

South East  SW wind, 15-20 mph. Rain from 1pm. 

F1A (SMAE)  2 flew 

1 J Carter Grantham 8.21 

2 J Williams Birmingham 7.23 

Combined Power (White Cup)  3 flew 

1 D Cox Crookham 7.30 

2 N Allen East Grinstead 5.32 

3 A Jack Birmingham 0.02 

F1G (Plugge)  6 flew 

1 I Taylor Birmingham 7.54 

2 S Fielding Morley 7.52 

3 G Manion Birmingham 7.18 

4 P Woodhouse Morley 6.57 

E36 (Plugge)  8 flew 

1 G Warburton Morley 6.00 

1 D Ginns Birmingham 6.00 

3 N Botham Morley 4.54 

4 S Dixon Birmingham 4.40 

5 G Williamson Peterborough 2.43 

Mini Vintage (Plugge)  9 flew 

1 C Foster Morley 6.00 

2 G Coulson Morley 5.49 

3 S Philpott Birmingham 5.34 

4 K Best Birmingham 5.27 

5 J Northrop Morley 5.19 

6 P Ball Grantham 5.11 

CLG/HLG   5 flew 

1 P Ball Grantham 4.32 

2 M Cook Crawley 3.09 

3 N Botham Morley 2.53 

Nobody flew Combined Electric or Combined Rubber 

BMFA 3RD AREA MEETING, MARCH 26 

Scotland No flying 
Northern Dry and cold, NNW wind 12mph. 
Midland Overcast all day, very cold. NW wind 10-

15mph. 
East Anglia Cloudy and dry. Very cold NE wind 16-20mph. 
South Wind 5mph increasing to 15 mph, cloudy. 
South West Sunny and cold. Wind 12-15mph. 
South East Rain early on then drizzle for the remainder of 

the day NNW 10-15mph. 

Vintage Glider (Plugge)  12 flew   

1 C Foster Morley 7.30 +2.19 
2 D Cox Crookham 7.22 
3 N Botham Morley 6.33 
4 S Darmon Birmingham 5.37 
5 S Philpott Birmingham 5.27 
6 D Etherton Crookham 5.19 
7 P Woodhouse Morley 4.50 

F1C (Halfax, Plugge)  3 flew 

1 A Jack Birmingham 10.58 
2 R Jack Birmingham 9.01 

CLG/HLG  (Plugge)  12 flew   

1 B Colledge Birmingham 6.30 
2 P Ball Grantham 5.48 
3 N Botham Morley 4.25 
4 M Cook Crawley 3.50 
4 D Powis CVA 3.50 
6 S Philpott Birmingham 3.43 

7 G Percival Grantham 3.34 

E36  2 flew 

1 G Williamson Peterborough 3.40 
2 D Ginns Birmingham 3.28 

Mini Vintage  3 flew 

1 D Cox Crookham 6.00 +3.05  
2 C Foster Morley 4.00 
2 D Etherton Crookham 4.00 

P30  1 flew 

1 A Moorhouse Vikings 2.18 

Combined Rubber (Gamage)  6 flew   

1 P Ball Grantham 7.30 +2.23 
2 C Redrup  Crookham 7.30 +2.22 
3 S Willis Croydon 6.33 

Combined Glider  2 flew   

1 J Pennington Bristol & West 7.30 
2 J Carter Grantham 5.15 

½ A  1 flew   

1 D Ginns Birmingham 4.51 

Nobody flew F1Q or Tailless 


