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FFn DIARY 

May 13-14 

Peak District or 

near Melton 

Mowbray 

BMFA 2nd F1E. F1E Team Selection 2 1 

or 2 days according to weather. Contact: 

Ian Kaynes 01252 512538 

kaynes@btinternet.com 

May 13 

Salonta, Romania 

Salonta Cup F1A,B,C,Q. F1A F1B F1C 

F1Q  World Cup event. Contact: Vincze 

Sandor, tel: +407124718992, email: 

vinczesg@gmail.com  

May 14 

Salonta, Romania 

Szabó Miklós Memorial. F1A F1B F1C 

F1H F1Q  World Cup event. Contact: 

József G , tel: +36203635573, email: 

gutijozsef74@gmail.com  

May 27 

Viborg, Denmark 

Jutland Heath Cup. F1A F1B F1Q F1S  

World Cup event. Contact: Peter 

Rasmussen, email: 

pr.arkitecter@gmail.com  

May 28 

Viborg, Denmark 

Norwegian Cup 2023 (Denmark). F1A 

F1B F1Q F1S  World Cup event. Contact: 

Atle Klungrehaug, tel: +4790673478, 

email: aklark@online.no  

May 27-28 

Salisbury Plain 

BMFA Nationals Large Classes. Saturday: 

CG (Thurston), CR (Model Aircraft), CP 

(Shelley), CE, Classic RP, Women’s Cup, 

HLG, CLG, Frog Junior, Tailless (Lady 

Shelley). Sunday: F1A (Ronytube), F1B 

(Boxall), F1C (Cosh), F1Q (Astral), 

Vintage RP (Jubiliee), SLOP (Harris), 

CLG, HLG, Vintage G, Classic G 

(Ripmax), CLG 

June 4 

North Luffenham 

BMFA Nationals Small Classes. F1H 

(BA), F1G (308), F1J (Quickstart), 1/2A 

(Hales), E36 (Short), P30 (Flight), E30, 

Mini Vintage (Weston), HLG, CLG, Co2 

(Sparklets) 

June 2-4 

Kirklareli, 

Turkey 

Ismail Sarioglu Free Flight Cup. F1A F1B 

F1C  World Cup event. Contact: Ismet 

Yurtseven, tel: +9021652114141, email: 

ismety@banksoft.com.tr   

June 3 

Bosco 

Chiesanuova 

(VR), Italy 

Memorial 'Guido Vettorazzo. F1E  World 

Cup event. Contact: Fabrizio Ceccarini, 

tel: +393474308840, e: f_ceccarini@tin.it  

or fabri1947@gmail.com 

June 4 

Monti Lessini, 

Italy 

13ª Volare Lessini. F1E  World Cup event. 

Contact: Maurizio Tomazzoni, tel: 

+393355650970, email: 

mautom60@gmail.com 

June 10 -11 

Peak District or 

near Melton 

Mowbray 

BMFA 3rd F1E F1E (SMC trophy) 1 day 

according to weather. Contact: Ian Kaynes 

01252 512538 kaynes@btinternet.com 

June 10 

Aradac - 

Zrenjanin, Serbia 

Srem Cup. F1A F1B F1C F1H F1Q  World 

Cup event. Contact: Slavko Savic, tel: 

+381695676130, email: 

slavkosavic93@gmail.com 

June 11 

Aradac - 

Zrenjanin, Serbia 

Orava Cup. F1A F1B F1C F1Q  World 

Cup event. Contact: Andrija Pesic, tel: 

+381644529557, email: 

andrija.pesic50@gmail.com 

June 17 

Rancevo - 

Sombor, Serbia 

Backa Cup. F1A F1B F1C F1Q F1H   

Open International. Contact: Stevan 

Janovic , tel: +38163516611, email: 

somboraeroklub@gmail.com  

June 18 

Area Venues 

BMFA 4th Area - Team Power Day. CG, 

CP (Team, Keil, Plugge), CE, F1B 

(Gutteridge), Vintage RP (Plugge), P30, 

H/CLG, E30 (Plugge). Area Contacts 

June 19-23 

Moscow, ID, 

USA 

Kibbie Dome Annual Indoor Contest. F1D  

World Cup event. Contact: David Lindley, 

tel: +13128045798, email: 

nffspresident@freeflight.org  

June 24-25 

Salisbury Plain 

BMFA Team Selection. F1A, F1B, F1C. 

Contact Phil Ball 07470177947 

Phil.ball@ntlworld.com 
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CIAM 

The CIAM Bureau have approved Mongolia to hold the 2024 

Asian-Oceanic Continental Championships F1A F1B F1C. It is 

likely to be in the later part of July, dates to be confirmed. 

FFN 

There is a now the complete range of FFn issues available 

online. This is thanks to Paul Masterman doing a  lot of work 

scanning old issues of FFn prompted by moving from USA to 

UK. In general the years before 2004 are scanned images of the 

pages while 2004 onwards are full text pdf files from which text 

may be copied or searched.  

The available years 1969 to 2022 can be accessed via the FFn 

home page https://www.freeflightnews.org.uk/home.htm When 

you select one of the 54 years listed you will be taken to an index 

page for that year. This gives 3 means of accessing the issues of 

that year and a sample of this is now given here for 2006, with 

just a sample of the contents in each section: 

Free Flight News 2006 

There are three ways to access the FFn back numbers: 

1) Use the following links to access an individual issue from this 

year, then click on contents list to go to a specific item. 

January February March April May June July August September 

October November December 

2) Click here to download a compressed file containing the 

complete set of issues and this index for 2006 (save in a suitable 

folder by right-clicking the link and select save target as) 

3) Use the following index to locate required content. Location 

is shown as page/month and is given as a link for direct access 

to the issue and page containing that item. Not listed here are 

UK and International Competition News 

MODEL DRAWINGS 
F1A Lord Flash3 Per Findahl 143/12 

F1B 05 Walter Eggimann 31/3 

F1C GV62 Giorgi Venuti 95/8 

P30 DDP302 Dennis Davitt 3/1 

P30 Teacher’s Pet John O’Donnell 5/1 

ARTICLES AND NOTES 
Age No Barrier 81/7 

Ashdown Forest 36/3 68/6 

Beware that gorse scratch at Woodbury 68/6 

BMFA Contest Calendar 2007 106/9 

BMFA Contest entries for 2006 season 134/11 

ITEMS FOR SALE 
FAI “High Flyers” Book 125/10 

Free Flight Forum Report 2006 56/5 

CONTEST RESULTS 

Chronological order, start date only given to save space on some 

entries 

Crookham Gala, Middle Wallop, Feb 5 29/3 

Isaacson, Lost Hills, Feb 11-13 41/4 

BMFA First Area event, February 12 29/3 

Maxmen, Lost Hills, USA, Feb 18 to 19 39/4 

Back to FFn home page 

Normally the links in the index work when the access has been 

via the route described by selecting a year from the home page. 

The links in the above sample have been modified so that they 

work directly from the electronic form of this  issue and you can 

click on the links in the example above to access the issues or 

items. 

F1E WORLD CUP, OBERKOTZAU, 
GERMANY, APRIL 15-16 

Ian Kaynes 

The wind was forecast to be from the north with rain and these 

were the conditions when we met at the usual flying site. After 

a while we then went in convoy to a new site which was more 

suitable for a northerly wind. Parking was in a muddy farmyard 

but the slope was indeed good for a north wind. The rain stopped 

during the morning and test flights were made, but it was not 

until 13.00 that the first round was started with 120 maximum. 

During the following rounds the max was increased to 180, 210 

and finally 240. The contest stopped when the visibility 

deteriorated during the fourth round. A flyoff was needed held 

down the hill to decide between Jean-Luc Drapeau and 

Alexander Winker, with the Frenchman victorious by 4 seconds. 

For the Fohrlberg Cup on the next day we met at the same farm. 

It was initially calm and the max was set at 120. Flying straight 

out from the slope reached the hill opposite in about 90 seconds 

so an angled flight path was needed unless you had a slow flying 

model. The same max was used for the first three rounds then 

increased to 150 and then 180 sec as a breeze up to 3 m/sec 

developed. After the first round, the round durations were 

shortened to 45 minutes with the aim of finishing before the rain 

forecast for 15.00. In fact it started at 14.30 so the final flights 

of the last round and the flyoff were in rain. This time Alexander 

Winker had a comfortable win over Werner Ackermann. 

Otto-Kuttler-Cup, April 15   20 flew   

1 J Drapeau FRA 400.00 +89 

2 A Winker GER 400.00 +85 

3 M Tomazzoni ITA 392.50 

4 B Okrent POL 385.83 

5 P Kuttler GER 384.58 

6 S Masarczyk POL 382.08 

7 A Rink GER 379.04 

8 S Puttner GER 378.33 

9 F Wankerl GER 373.39 

10 S Dienlin GER 365.83 

F1E-Junior   1 flew 

1 L Rink GER 344.76 

Föhrlberg Cup, April 16     19 flew 

1 A Winker GER 500.00 +241 

2 W Ackermann GER 500.00 +107 

3 S Puttner GER 500.00 

4 P Kuttler GER 497.50 

5 A Rink GER 483.33 

6 H Wonka GER 478.67 

7 B Okrent POL 475.00 

8 S Masarczyk POL 472.67 

9 S Dienlin GER 461.11 

10 M Straffelini ITA 458.33 

F1E-Junior   1 flew 

1 L Rink GER 454.72 
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32ND HEREND CUP, HEREND, HUNGARY, 
MARCH 25-26 

F1A   33 flew 

1 T Horvath HUN 720 +300 124m 

2 D Krasznai HUN 720 +300 109m 

2 I Csikar (J) HUN 720 +300 109m 

4 J Vosejpka CZE 720 +300 78m 

5 S Horvath HUN 720 +300 41m 

6 M Zagora CZE 720 +300 22m 

7 H Berger AUT 720 +300 

7 B Selmeci HUN 720 +300 

7 R Guti (J) HUN 720 +300 

10 V Bajorat GER 720 +208 

11 R Holzleitner AUT 720 +183 

12 M Bierbauer AUT 720 +103 

13 F Wutzl AUT 720 +66 

14 B Gablas CZE 720 

14 M Wachtler GER 720 

16 D Fric CZE 709 

17 J Guti HUN 707 

F1A-Junior   5 flew 

1 I Csikar HUN 720 +300 109m 

2 R Guti HUN 720 +300 

3 J Zajic CZE 694 

F1B   6 flew  3 full scores 

1 A Krawiec POL 720 +120 96m 

2 O Starov UKR 720 +120 79m 

3 I Nisevic CRO 720 +120 37m 

F1C   4 flew  3 full scores 

1 A Sarkany HUN 720 +300 130m 

2 B Bauer HUN 720 +300 106m 

F1PJ   1 flew 

1 S Bauer HUN 238 

F1Q   10 flew  6 full scores 

1 I Varadine Fodor HUN 720 +120 95m 

2 M Varadi HUN 720 +120 57m 

3 F Gradi ITA 720 +120 21m 

4 A Banci ITA 720 +120 8m 

5 G Kertesz HUN 720 

5 C Gianni ITA 720 

F1Q-Junior   1 flew 

1 L Buzas HUN 525 

HARGHITA CUP, SALONTA, ROMANIA, 
APRIL 1-2 

F1A   21 flew 

1 I Bezak SVK 1380 +360 +356 

2 D Krasznai HUN 1380 +360 +335 

3 V Rossler CZE 1380 +360 +330 

4 L Szabo HUN 1380 +360 +244 

5 J Zajic (J) CZE 1380 +360 +145 

6 M Mandichev BUL 1380 +345 

7 J Remai (J) HUN 1380 +284 

8 L Vernyik HUN 1380 +272 

9 I Csikar (J) HUN 1379 

10 J Sion ROU 1374 

F1A-Junior   6 flew 

1 J Zajic CZE 1380 +360 +145 

2 J Remai HUN 1380 +284 

3 I Csikar HUN 1379 

F1B   8 flew  4 full scores 

1 S Jackel GER 1380 +284 

2 D Larsen NOR 1380 +274 

3 A Krawiec POL 1380 +263 

4 D Cimochowski POL 1380 +230 

F1B-Junior   3 flew 

1 O Kosylo UKR 1372 

2 U Kalenchuk UKR 1264 

F1PJ   1 flew 

1 O Kosylo UKR 289 

F1Q   1 flew 

1 I Varadi HUN 840 

MEMORIAL ADRIANO GHISELLI, 
CAPANNORI (LUCCA), ITALY, APRIL 1-2 

F1A   9 flew  4 full scores 

1 E Ragot FRA 1020 +449 

2 C Ragot (J) FRA 1020 +397 

3 S Vassallo ITA 1020 +345 

4 P Ghiselli ITA 1020 +76 

F1A-Junior   3 flew  1 full scores 

1 C Ragot FRA 1020 +397 

F1B   6 flew  3 full scores 

1 R Nicosia ITA 1020 +120 

1 D Piber AUT 1020 +120 

1 S Tonetti ITA 1020 +120 

F1C   4 flew  3 full scores 

1 G Venuti ITA 1020 +60 

1 F Gradi ITA 1020 +60 

F1Q   5 flew 

1 C Gianni ITA 1020 +180 100m 

2 F Gradi ITA 1020 +180 50m 

3 F Ceccarini ITA 962 

WIDGIEWA CUP, NARRANDERA,  
AUSTRALIA, APRIL 16 

F1A   4 flew  2 full scores 

1 M Hannaford AUS 900 +251 

2 I Haigh AUS 900 +137 

F1B   9 flew  5 full scores 

1 L Yang CHN 900 +349 

2 C Hemsworth AUS 900 +339 

3 G Goodwin AUS 900 +305 

4 V Morgan AUS 900 +294 

5 L Xu CHN 900 +279 

F1C   7 flew  4 full scores 

1 S Tolmie AUS 900 +488 

2 S Mcdonald NZL 900 +369 

3 Y Gao CHN 900 +346 

4 A Linwood AUS 900 +311 

AFFS CHAMPIONSHIPS, NARRANDERA, 
AUSTRALIA, APRIL 17 

F1A   3 flew 

1 M Campbell AUS 812 

2 M Hannaford AUS 744 

F1B   8 flew 

1 B Hao AUS 900 +382 

2 L Hoing AUS 900 +380 

3 V Morgan AUS 900 +335 

4 T Bond AUS 900 +316 

F1C   7 flew 

1 G Pope AUS 900 +460 

2 S Mcdonald NZL 900 +426 

3 Y Gao CHN 900 +405 

4 S Tolmie AUS 900 +381 
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SOUTHERN CROSS CUP, NARRANDERA, 
AUSTRALIA, APRIL 19 

F1A   3 flew 

1 I Haigh AUS 784 

F1B   6 flew 

1 B Hao AUS 919 

2 D Ackery NZL 897 

3 C Hemsworth AUS 894 

F1C   6 flew 

1 S Mcdonald NZL 960 +370 

2 R Summersby AUS 960 +360 

3 Y Gao CHN 956 

BMFA NORTHERN GALA, BARKSTON 
HEATH, APRIL 7 

Report by John Carter 

Good turn out for the Northern Gala held Barkston on Good 

Friday 60 cars counted and a good days flying in warm sunny 

conditions with wind mainly from NNW at 5/7mph calming by 

fly offs . 

Start scheduled at 10 am with a contest briefing at 9.60 am 

Unfortunately the wind then veered round and we had to move 

to avoid the trees on SW side of site The start was held to 

10.30am However the good weather soon brought in numerous 

maxes in all classes The day continued with a steady 5mph 

breeze and warm and sunny . 

Fly offs were required in  Mini Vintage, Comb Power, Comb 

Elec ,Comb Glider and Comb Rubber. 

The wind dropped to around 3/4mph and moved to a easterly 

giving plenty of airfield space Some good flights were achieved 

all with helpful lift glider was flown last leaving just 3/4hrs 

daylight to collect the models Following the fly offs Mark Benns 

and assistant CD Dawn Carter organised a prize giving. 

The only down side to the event was some FOD actually litter 

food /paper food bag that was found by the CD during a after 

event FOD sweep . 

Combined Glider (CMA)  10 flew  

1 J Carter Grantham 7.30 +5.40 

2 C Edge Scotia 7.30 +3.04 

3 J Pennington Bristol & West 7.30 +2.21 

4 R Heap Biggles 7.30 +1.42 

5 J Williams Birmingham 7.30 +0.00 

5 S Darmon Birmingham 7.30 +0.00 

Combined Power (Hamley)  5 flew  

1 A Jack Birmingham 7.30 +6.36 

2 S Dixon Birmingham 7.30 +2.49 

3 D Cox Crookham 7.16  

Combined Rubber (Caton)  v flew  

1 P Ball Grantham 7.30 +4.12 

2 I Taylor Birmingham 7.30 +3.26 

3 P Woodhouse Morley 7.30 +3.18 

4 D Norwood Delyn 6.46  

Combined Electric  8 flew  
1 P Watson Birmingham 7.30 +8.04 

2 J Pennington Bristol & West 7.30 +7.28 

3 N Botham Morley 7.30 +3.29 

4 J Cooper Biggles 7.23  

Mini Vintage  8 flew, 4 full scores  

1 P Ball Grantham 6.00 +7.44 

2 C Foster Morley 6.00 +4.47 

3 N Botham Morley 6.00 +3.39 

4 D Norwood Delyn 6.00 +1.08 

CLG/HLG  5 flew  
1 M Benns Peterborough 7.00  

2 J Pennington Bristol & West  5.05  

3 N Botham Morley 5.00  

P30  5 flew   
1 S Fielding Morley 5.57  

2 T Rushby CLEEMAC 5.37  

3 C Redrup  Crookham 5.04  

½ A Power   1flew  
1 D Ginns Birmingham 6.00  

E30   3 flew   
1 P Gibbons Peterborough 5.33  

2 S Philpott Birmingham 4.25  

SLOP (Falcons)  4 flew  
1 D Cox Crookham 7.28  

2 S Barnes Morley 7.21  

3 R Vaughn Crookham 5.00  

F1H  4 flew   
1 R Jack Birmingham 9.40  

2 R Heap Biggles 8.52  

3 G Madelin C/M 8.48  

COUPROFILE  NO.11  ROGER WILKES 

Roger, you started the Southern Coupe League with Ted Tyson 

in 2006. You played a prominent role in this until your move to 

Cornwall. Your main concern was and Is, design development 

and testing. You took part in many French competitions. Tell us 

something of your experience.  Give us some examples of your 

Coupe innovations. 

Epsom to Moncontour and back 

Around about 1989 whilst working in London I purchased a 

copy of ‘Aeromodeller’ at Waterloo Station on my way home. I 

was intrigued to know whether free-flight flying was still 

happening. I had heard that radio control had now become very 

popular on Epsom Downs and a new flying club had formed. 

Back in1952 I had been a member of the Epsom Free-Flight 
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Club together with Robin Wills who still flies there. We both 

remember trimming models next to Surbiton club members, who 

were Peter Buskell, Dave Posner, Mike Gaster and Vic Jays. All 

their models were superbly made and trimmed to perfection 

which enabled them to get into the U.K. F1C power team. We 

were greatly inspired and lucky to get their expert advice on  

building and trimming our models. Peter Buskell was helpful 

with my first free flight models. His hand-launched gliders had 

interesting wing sections with steps in the upper surface which 

improved performance. Also flying at Epsom was P.E. Norman 

with his interesting pendulum controlled models together with 

the first ducted fan scale jets ever seen. O.F.W. Fisher was also 

there flying his tailless models and on one day he achieved a 

world record launching from Epsom Downs. The fifties were a 

golden era for all things free flight but it is nice to know that all 

BMFA members can still fly on the Downs with Epsom Downs 

Model Aircraft Club. 

Many clubs trimmed at Chobham Common before the 

motorway was built across it and many free-flight competitions 

were held there and several Crookham Contest Fliers attended, 

Gary Madelin, Fred Chiltern, Dave Cox and Chris Edge flew 

regularly there and persuaded me to join their club. This got me 

into competition flying starting with A1 glider. These models 

had solid foam hand-carved wings which performed well but 

were quite heavy. My first competitions flown were at the 

BMFA Area meetings at Beaulieu. This was a good introduction 

because clubs from Croydon, Bournemouth and Bristol and 

West competed. It was a chance to meet up with my old friend 

Peter King who like me had returned to free-flight flying after a 

thirty year break. He suggested that I should design and build 

F1G and F1B class models which were a more interesting 

aerodynamic challenge. We both built F1B’s first and compared 

performance details. Peter used both VIW and VIT straight 

away as he had seen Alex Andruikov’s  F1B models in the 

World Championships in France. Interestingly enough Bob 

White won the championship flying a P.G.I. set- up with no 

functions. Bob’s model, with low aspect ratio wings and 

stabiliser suited the hot and windy conditions of the day - rather 

like  flying in California.  

My first models were P.G.I. pattern with built- up wings. They 

were competitive but didn’t get as high as Peter King’s F1B’s. I 

then decided to design a torque activated trimming system that 

would control variable wing and stabiliser incidence. Basically 

the wing incidence is changed by a lever connected to the motor 

peg moved by the rubber’s torque. Fully wound motors activate 

a simple mechanism to move the left-hand wing trailing edge 

upwards. Adjustable return springs are used and usually 2 to 3 

degrees of incidence variation is used. After launch motor torque 

provides movement for up to 20 seconds but this can be 

adjusted. Torque can vary from different batches of rubber along 

with its run-down time. As wing decalage is directly linked to 

the model’s thrust and speed a balanced aerodynamic efficiency 

and trim is achieved. VIT was also linked to the torque activated 

motor peg. Later models fully trimmed in France showed more 

stability in the climb and finished at greater heights. The wings 

were now part blue foam with built up carbon ribs and thin ‘D’ 

boxes. This helped the higher aspect ratio wings which now had 

six panels. These models also had variable pitch Cyclon hubs 

with modified cams giving 10 degrees more pitch when the 

motor was fully wound. This again helped performance and 

utilised motor torque. I then considered that maybe Coupe d’ 

Hiver models might benefit from these systems so I simply 

scaled down the F1B torque variable wing incidence system to 

fit. (Ed: see Torqueback below)  The first new Coupes had built 

-up balsa and carbon wings, but later models had blue foam and 

thin carbon ‘D’ boxes. ( see header photo. ) These models 

trimmed out well and  got in many fly-offs at competitions. I 

also tried out variable cambered wings, hinged wing panels and 

small deflector flaps but found VIW simpler and more reliable 

having no surface hinges. I used thin low-cambered wing 

sections similar to Bob White’s and Peter King’s. The six panel 

wings were tapered with an aspect ratio of about 12:1.  

Each year several English competitors would go to Moncontour 

in France where all the FAI classes are flown. 

Many French, German, Dutch and Italian fliers would also 
support the Beauvoir sur Noir competition the week before 
Moncontour. Being in August the weather was good, very hot 
around 2 - 3 p.m with very strong thermals. The evenings were 
cool with still air perfect for last minute trimming.  Here you 
could see Europe’s best  F1Bs and F1Gs fully trimmed. Here I 
met Anselmo Zeri and Pym Ruyter who had won several 
international competitions. Their models were their own design 
and flew exceptionally well. Pim Ruyter would have 
interchangeable wings on his F1Bs. He would assess the weather 
conditions at the start of the competition and then select high or 

low aspect ratio wings to suit. Coupes would get very high in the 
strong thermals and often not come down after the D.T.  
operated. I started losing my models in these conditions and Pim 
Ruyter kindly lent me his retrieval system so I could carry on 
competing.  Anselmo Zeri answer to DT failure in strong 
thermals was to design a system where the wings folded up 
vertically above the fuselage. This worked well, His later 
Coupes used larger wing areas and he found that the reduced 
wing loading got the models higher and improved the glide. 
Wing sections became thinner in order to reduce drag and wing 
tip vortices. Luckily Anselmo gave a BMFA lecture in 1992 
about his design approach to F1Gs. This included wing area and 
configuration and his prop hub and blade design. The pitch 
distribution showed that considerable wash in was used nearer 
to the hub. Seeing him compete in France was most interesting. 
Motors were loaded into his fuselages then fixed at the front to 
the stooge. He would then pull out the motor from the back and 
fully stretch it and hold for a timed period then reverse wind in 
the motor. He knew that this method can produce  different 
torque values and smoother and longer motor  run -down times. 
The rear boom with timer was then fitted and function lines 
clipped into place. He had amazing confidence and an ability to 
always end up in the fly-offs.  

Many interesting Coupe d’Hiver could be seen at Moncontour. 

Both Jacques Valery and Georges Matherat produced very 

refined models. Jacques Valery’s models were well designed 

and he used a thin wing section and the diagonal ribs were 

supported by a three-piece central spar. He used a delightful 

variable pitch prop. with the outriggers pivoted behind a small 

nose cone which had angled slots. Motor torque would twist the 

outriggers in the slots to give 8 degrees pitch variation. All his 

F1Gs and F1Bs had tapered wings and eiliptical stabilisers 

which had laminated balsa edges. The long booms had delightful 

large oval inverted fins and the pylons were curved so that the 

models looked elegant in profile. Coupes had VIT and  auto 

rudder and F1Bs had these plus VIW. All were beautifully made 

and flew extremely well. George Matherat had been Coupe 

champion in France during 1991. He had developed many 

successful Coupes over the years. His wife would also fly 

Coupes and sometimes beat him to his great delight. His 

attention to detail was superb and his plans and elevations for 

his ‘Les Trumaux’ Coupe for Schandel’s ‘Vol Libre’ are 

exquisite. George could build and repair Coupes literally on site. 

He would sit at the back of his van with a workbench cutting 

balsa, glueing and doping wings. Rubber motors would be 

sorted, lubricated and hung up all around his van, the happiest 

Coupe competitor you could meet. He invited me to the French 

Nationals which was very enjoyable and where I saw many 

French families flying Coupes. Certainly this class has proved 

to be very popular in Europe making it easy for U.K. fliers to 

simply turn up and compete with their identical class F1G 

models.    (continued on page 47 after drawings) 
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Probably the most developed English Coupe was designed and 

made by Peter King of the Croydon club. He had seen and 

analysed the best coupes in Europe and knew what was needed 

in a good competitive model. He used computer aided design to 

find the best aerodynamic requirements. His ‘Linda’ Mk. 8  

model had VIT, VIW, and auto-rudder. The wing and stabiliser 

were constructed of thin light carbon to minimise inertia. The 

prop. blades were light because he was aware that on fold they 

might change the critical position of the C.G. The wing and 

stabiliser incident variations were carefully timed because a two 

position auto-rudder was used. The C.G. position at 40% of the 

wing chord and its relation to the neutral point, the decalage and 

the position of the turbulators were calculated. When fully  

trimmed this model would out perform any other F1G in a flyoff. 

In America Coupes started to be flown and Bob White who had 

been very successful in F1B, developed a very good Coupe 

based on his  P.G.I. trim method. The wing area was small with 

geodetic construction so he could use a very thin wing section. 

This reduced wing drag gave the model an impressive climb also 

helped by low decalage. Stability was very good with a ‘V’ form 

twin-finned stabiliser. The wing section was very similar to that 

used on Peter King’s model. 

Around 1998 many more Coupes were being flown in the Area 

Meetings at Beaulieu. Several Croydon and Bristol and West  

club members had good competitive models. This inspired 

Crookham members to improve their models leading to 

successes at Beaulieu and Middle Wallop. In 1999 the Ripmax 

Coupe d’Hiver event at Middle Wallop  saw a record number of 

74 entries in 80 gram F1G, 22 in 100 gram and 24 in Vintage 

Coupe.  Dave Hipperson was the Contest Director. This was a 

very enjoyable competition which showed that there were many 

more Coupe fliers in the South than we had thought. The 

Crookham club now had several competitive and enthusiastic 

Coupe fliers. I wondered why the Crookhan Gala had never had 

a Coupe competition, so at the A.G.M. I suggested that a 

Southern Coupe League could be started at our Gala at Middle 

Wallop in 2006. Ted Tyson supported the idea and said that 

many Southern fliers would be keen to compete at Salisbury 

Plain, Odiham, Beaulieu, Oxford and Middle Wallop. Six Coupe 

competitions would qualify and a points scoring system was 

established. I wrote to Free Flight News in 2006 to announce the 

inauguration of the League and the first competition was at the 

Crookham Gala. Now in its seventeenth year the League has 

proved very popular. 

The F1G class still gives us the challenge to design and produce 

original models with or without trimming functions that we can 

compete with in wonderful European locations. 

CLASSIQUE DE BRUM, NORTH 
LUFFENHAM, APRIL 16 

Start 10:00 - Finish 16:00   Weather  -  WSW 5-10mph ,  Dry,  

12⁰C. 

All Flights 120s Max, E36 And 1/2A Both 8s Run, Classic 

Glider 50m Towline, 

Classic A1  4 flew Classic Glider  7 flew
  

1 P Woodhouse 360  1 C Foster 360  

2 C Foster 305  2 R Heap 350  

3 K Best 98  3 M Edwards 279  

Pre 1970 Coupe d'hiver 4 flew Mini Vintage 4 Flew 
  

1 P Woodhouse 324  1 K Faux 360  

2 B Lavis 228  2 T Rushby 352  

3 B Dennis 218  3 C Foster 345  

E36 + 1/2A Combined   8 flew (2 flew 1/2A 6 flew E36)
  

1 P Watson 360 65 E36 

2 S Barnes 360 0 ½A  

3 B Garner 358  ½A  

4 J Cooper 334  E36 

 

STONEHENGE CUP AND EQUINOX CUP 

World Cup Events 

Saturday 2nd Sept Stonehenge Cup  F1A,B, C, P, Q 

Sunday 3rd Sept  Equinox Cup  F1A, B, C, P, Q 

Flying Site 

The site is situated to the south of the B390 between Shrewton 

and Chitterne and will be signposted from the B390.  GPS 

coordinates for the site entrance are 51°11’29.53”N, 

1°57’32.59”W   map link 

The terrain is undulating rough grassland crossed by dirt roads 

and tracks. The land is a military training area, which is carefully 

managed to preserve the history and wildlife. Model retrieval is 

usually on foot. 

The area must be kept clean and tidy at all times and rules to 

protect the site must be observed. 

Please note-there are no catering facilities available - 

competitors must bring their own food and drink. 

Programme 

Events will start at 09.00. There will be 5 rounds plus fly-offs 

flown from a flight line. The Max for round 1 will be 240 

seconds. All other rounds will be 180 seconds Max. These 

maximum times and program may vary according to 

circumstances. All competitors will receive a gift. 

https://maps.google.co.uk/maps?q=51%C2%B011%E2%80%9929.53%E2%80%9DN,+1%C2%B057%E2%80%9932.59%E2%80%9DW&hl=en&ie=UTF8&sll=53.800651,-4.064941&sspn=6.581428,16.699219&t=h&z=16
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Rules 

The relevant section of the FAI Sporting Code will be followed.  

All competitors must hold a valid FAI licence and FAI ID 

number. 

Entry Procedure 

Competitors from the UK who wish to compete in either or both 

events need to post their entry forms to:- 

Peter Martin, 23 Woodland Court, Dyke Road Avenue, Hove, 

UK, BN3 6DP complete with payment cheque made out to 

'BMFA'. 

Competitors residing outside the UK should email their 

completed entry form(s) to ffworldcupUK@gmail.com. 

Overseas entry fees may be paid on the day in £ or Euros. 

Entry forms must be received by not later than Friday 25th 

August 2023 

Trophies 

These will be awarded down to 3rd place for each class. 

Timekeepers 

Timekeepers will not be provided by the organisers for the 

rounds. Competitors must find their own timekeepers. 

Timekeepers will be allocated by the organisers for Fly-offs. 

For further information please contact:- 

Peter Martin or Richard Jack ffworldcupuk@gmail.com  

Or Peter Tribe   thepetertribe@gmail.com  

Accommodation and Camping Information 

Information is available on request from Peter Tribe:- 

thepetertribe@gmail.com 

 

STONEHENGE CUP + EQUINOX CUP ENTRY FORM 2023 

Full Name  

Address  

Town/City  

Country  Post/Zip Code  

Nationality  Senior/Junior  

Telephone No.  Mobile No.  

Email Address  

FAI ID Number  BMFA No.  

 

   

Stonehenge Cup – Event 1 Equinox Cup – Event 2 

 

Day 

SAT 

2nd 

SAT 

2nd 

SAT 

2nd 

SAT 

2nd 

SAT 

2nd 

SUN 

3rd 

SUN 

3rd 

SUN 

3rd 

SUN 

3rd 

SUN 

3rd 

Class F1A F1B F1C F1P F1Q F1A F1B F1C F1P 

PC 

F1Q 

Please tick           

Entry Fees 

World Cup Event  Single Class (Seniors) 
€35/£30 

(€70/£60 both events) 
 

World Cup Event  Single Class (Juniors) 

(Junior aged 18 or under on 31st Dec 2023). 
Free  

Additional classes within each Event (Seniors) €17/£15  

Additional classes within each Event (Juniors) Free  

 Total Paid*  

(*Entry fee is included in the UK Contest License Holders fee, no additional payment is required) 

UK Competitors post to - Peter Martin, 23 Woodland Court, Dyke Road Avenue, Hove, UK, BN3 6DP complete with payment 

cheque made out to 'BMFA'. 

Competitors resident outside of the UK should email their completed entry form(s) to ffworldcupUK@gmail.com 

 

mailto:ffworldcupUK@gmail.com
mailto:ffworldcupuk@gmail.com
mailto:thepetertribe@gmail.com
mailto:thepetertribe@gmail.com
mailto:ffworldcupUK@gmail.com
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