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BMFA Nationals Small Classes. F1H
(BA), F1G (308), F1J (Quickstart), 1/2A
(Hales), E36 (Short), P30 (Flight), E30,
Mini Vintage (Weston), HLG, CLG, Co2
(Sparklets)

Ismail Sarioglu Free Flight Cup. F1A F1B
F1C World Cup event. Contact: Ismet
Yurtseven, tel: +9021652114141, email:
ismety@banksoft.com.tr

BMFA 3rd F1E (SMC trophy) 1 day
according to weather. Contact: lan Kaynes
01252 512538 kaynes@btinternet.com

Srem Cup. FIAF1B F1C F1H F1Q World
Cup event. Contact: Slavko Savic, tel:
+381695676130,
slavkosavic93@gmail.com

Orava Cup. F1A F1B F1C F1Q World
Cup event. Contact: Andrija Pesic, tel:
+381644529557, email:
andrija.pesic50@gmail.com

Backa Cup. F1A F1B F1C F1Q F1H
Open International. Contact: Stevan
Janovic , tel: +38163516611, email:
somboraeroklub@gmail.com

BMFA 4th Area - Team Power Day. CG,
CP (Team, Keil, Plugge), CE, F1B
(Gutteridge), Vintage RP (Plugge), P30,
H/CLG, E30 (Plugge). Area Contacts

Kibbie Dome Annual Indoor Contest. F1D
World Cup event. Contact: David Lindley,
tel: +13128045798, email:
nffspresident@freeflight.org

BMFA Team Selection. F1A, F1B, F1C.
Contact  Phil Ball 07470177947
Phil.ball@ntlworld.com

Canada Cup. F1A F1B F1C World Cup
event. Contact: Leslie Farkas, tel:
+19058866959, aljolie@sympatico.ca

Swedish Cup. F1A F1B F1C F1Q World

Cup event. Contact: Per Findahl, tel:
+46709226276, per.findahl@gmail.com

Crookham Gala, Salisbury Plain, May 7 53
Southern Coupe League 53
F1H League 56
Free Flight Ranking 56
July 2 Huron Cup. F1A F1B F1C F1Q World
Tottenham, Cup event. Contact: Tony Mathews, tel:

Ontario, Canada

July 2
Mysinge Hog,
Sweden

July 7
Denver, CO,
USA

July 9
Area Venues

July 12
Almaty,
Kazakhstan

July 14
Almaty,
Kazakhstan

July 14-17
Peak District or
near Melton
Mowbray

July 15
Krbava, Croatia

July 16
Krbava, Croatia

July 17-19
Muncie, Indiana,
USA

+17054550185, email:

tmathews180@gmail.com

Alvaret Cup. F1A F1B F1C F1Q World
Cup event. Contact: Per Findahl, tel:
+46709226276, per.findahl@gmail.com

Centennial Cup. FIE World Cup event.
Contact:  Chuck  Etherington,  tel:
+17202016218, email:
etherington.freeflight@outlook.com

BMFA 5th Area - Summer Holiday. CP,
F1Q, F1H (Plugge), F1G, 1/2A (Plugge),
E36, Mini Vintage, P30, H/CLG, CO2
(Plugge). Area Contacts

Kazakhstan Cup 2023. F1A F1B FiC
World Cup event. Contact: Sergey
Kuznetcov, tel: +77059600921, email:
k.s.i1961@mail.ru or airzko@mail.ru

Eurasia Cup 2023. F1A F1B F1C World
Cup event. Contact: Sergey Kuznetcov,
tel: +77059600921, email:
k.s.i1961@mail.ru or airzko@mail.ru

BMFA 4th F1E. F1E Team Selection 3 1
or 2 days according to weather. Contact:
lan Kaynes 01252 512538
kaynes@btinternet.com

FF CRO Cup. F1A F1B F1C F1Q World
Cup event. Contact: Robert Lesko, tel:
+385956667676, email:
lekicro@gmail.com

FF Memorijal Danko Sokoli¢ 2023. F1A
F1B F1C F1Q World Cup event. Contact:
Igor NiSevié, tel: +38531208262, email:
in771247@gmail.com or
aeroklub.osijek@gmail.com

U.S. Free Flight Nationals 2023. F1A F1B
F1C F1P F1Q World Cup event. Contact:
Aram Schlosberg, tel: +19174463222,
email: aram.schlosbergl@verizon.net

7 Ashley Road, Farnborough, Hants, England GU14 7EZ

email:

info@freeflightnews.org.uk

https://www.freeflightnews.org.uk/home.htm

Compiled and produced by lan Kaynes
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BMFA NATIONALS PART 1 AND 2, Slow Open Power - Harris 2 flew

SALISBURY PLAIN, MAY 27-28 1 PBall Grantham 7.30 +7.18
A warm and sunny weekend with wind from the north-east, so 2 B Garner Birmingham 7.30 +4.19
flying from the square to the airstrip. The wind was very light Classic Glider - Ripmax 7 flew

on Saturday but a moderate one on Sunday (16mph as the 1 CParry Biggles 7.26
afternoon measurement from nearby Boscombe Down). Only a 2 RHeap Biggles 7.03

few flyoffs were needed on Sunday and these were curtailed by 3 D Etherton Crookham 5.48

using 2 Joules energy limit in F1Q and a 1 min DT flyoff by 4 A Brocklehurst Bristol & West 5.43

agreement of the 2 F1C flyers.

May 27 Photos by Martin Dilly on winners on May 28
Combined Glider - Thurston 9 flew
1 DCox Crookham 7.30 +5.08
2 JCarter Grantham 730 +4.32
3 G Madelin C/M 7.30 +3.16
4 JPennington Bristol & West 7.30 +2.38
5 RHeap Biggles 730 +2.04
6 S Brewer Biggles 6.53
Combined Rubber - Model Aircraft 7 flew
1 PBall Grantham 7.30 +6.05
2 MBenns Peterborough 7.30 +6.02
3 CRedrup Crookham 7.30 +5.39
4 R Marking CVA 7.30
Combined Power - Shelley 5 flew
1 KFaux Vikings 7.30 +5.55
2 Alack Birmingham 730 +5.53
3  NAllen East Grinstead 730 +5.01
Combined Electric 7 flew
1 CRedrup Crookham 730 +6.26
2 P Watson Birmingham 7.30 +6.01
3 JPennington Bristol & West 7.30 +6.00
4 M Cook Crawley 730 +2.57
Classic Rubber/Power 6 flew
1 PBall Grantham 7.30
2 JPaton Crookham 6.29
3 R Vaughn Crookham 2.30
4 CRedrup Crookham 2.25

Women's Cup - Women' Cup 1 flew

1 SJohnson Market Harborough 3.08 Alan Jack Fi1C
Tailless - Lady Shelley 1 flew
1 D Powis CVA 6.15
Vintage Glider 2 flew
1 R Heap Biggles 7.30
2 D Etherton Crookham 4.17

May 28
F1A - Ronytube 6 flew
1 JCarter Grantham 12.24
2 B Colledge Birmingham 8.39
3 S Brewer Biggles 8.11
4  CParry Biggles 5.31
F1B - Boxall 3 flew
1 M Woodhouse Vikings 10.48
2 MBenns Peterborough 10.00
3 CChapman Bristol & West 3.05
F1C - Cosh 2flew
1 Alack Birmingham 12.30 +1.29
2 NAllen East Grinstead 1230 +1.28
F1Q - Astral 7 flew
1 | Kaynes Croydon 1230 +1.51
2 CRedrup Crookham 1230 +1.45
3 P Watson Birmingham 12.28
4 T Grey Crookham 12.03
Vintage Rubber/Power - Jubilee 4 flew
1 D Cox Crookham 7.30 +5.08
2 R Marking CVA 7.05
3 D Powis CVA 500 0.9 lan Kaynes  F1Q
4 PBall Grantham 5.00
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David Cox Vintage

Phil Ball SLOP

COUPROFILE NO.12 IAN DAVITT

For many years you have made a significant contribution to
coupe flying. You initiated and ran the Coupe Championship
League from 1993 to 2003. Could you give us a brief account
of your engagement with and dedication to the Coupe class.

My interest in model flying began when my father took up the
hobby in the early 1970, initially with a Georges Matherat
influenced Coupe. Primarily due to cost as a then teenager,
along with a small local trimming field, Coupe was the natural
way for me to follow him into the hobby. My early models were
influenced by Deryl Morley’s ‘Garter Knight’, 36" long, and
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36~ wing span, built out of single lengths of strip. The result was
a 180 sg.in. wing, with a 35 second motor run from the grey FAI
rubber which was around at the time. The development of my
models over time has been documented in various periodicals in
the past, suffice to say here that the big” model I fly in winds up
to 10mph has a 230 sq.in, tapered wing with a 58 second motor
run. The smaller model has a 200 sq.in, wing with a 44 second
run.

The creation of the Coupe League was influenced by an analogy
with soccer. Who is the better, the one who wins our equivalent
of the FA Cup Final (the Free Flight Nationals), or the one who
shows consistency over a season by winning the league? At a
time when Coupe had amongst the highest contest entries, it
seemed the obvious class to try out the experiment. Thank you to
all those who participated over those ten years.

How does contemporary coupe design and practice compare
with the 1990°s

I think one of the biggest influences on (all) model design is often
overlooked. At one time, | would lose two or three Coupes a
year, so building had to be a constant production line of ‘more
of the same, tried and tested’. The advent of retrieval trackers
and the resultant lower incidence of loss meant time could then
be spent on experimentation and design development.

I have to admit | have not built a new Coupe or any other model
this century!! The 200 model has the same flying surfaces and
prop | used to win the Aeromodeller Coupe contest in 1997,
albeit then with the help of a motor heater. | have noticed a
deterioration in rubber performance compared to the late
1990°s, That said, at the Summer Mini Area meeting last year,
when the temperature at Barkston was 30 degrees plus, the
climb performance of both models was markedly better.

I do notice on the flying field something of a polarisation
between the ‘balsa and tissue’ approach, and the ‘hi tech’ (dare
| say ‘bought’) solution. In my view, and to encourage
innovation, it is important that the more solutions a set of rules
allows, the better. This is what has always attracted me to CdH
over and above F1B.



Do you favour a systems or locked down approach and what
advances in design and air picking do you envisage.

I consider a really important performance factor to be getting
as close as possible to the minimum weight stipulation. This has
to help both the climb and the glide. One only has to look at the
performance drop off when we used to occasionally fly ‘700
grm’ CdH by simply ballasting models up and adding a cross
section bump. The addition of the now ‘mandatory’ Tomy timer
and retrieval transmitter take up around 10% of the allowable
weight. While it is nice to be able to easily get the model back,
these items contribute nothing to actual performance and
durability. | can achieve the minimum weight encompassing
these luxuries with my 200sg.in. wing models, but the 230 was
overweight, so the timer had to be replaced with a D/T fuse. As
mentioned above, both models are over 25 years old, and like
many things, have put on weight with age. The consequence of
all this is that with these slow flying models, I ’'m pushed towards
‘gadget free’”. A timed wing wiggler for the climb would make
trimming easier, but the wire work would be a couple of
grammes, plus a multi function timer.

As for air picking, the days of wandering downwind of a gaggle
of A/1’s and waiting for them to mark a thermal has long gone.
Not only due to declining participation, but also the problem
that it is impossible to tell if a bunted glider is in good air or not
until it is either too high, or too far down wind. So these days it
is a launch from the behind the car where creature comforts to
hand wherever possible. | go off a combination of streamer pole,
thermistor, and feel . All three have to be right for me to launch,
so it is not unknown for me to let a what proves to be a good
patch go through during the day. Come the flyoff, with only a
five minute slot, it is a case of taking the first bit of air that shows
any sign of not being a downdraught.

NEWS FROM BMFA FF TECH COMMITTEE

All correspondence re this news to the FFTC Secretary: Simon
Dixon 8 Capulet Drive Bards Meadow Warwick Gate Warwick
CV34 6EU email;- Dixonfamily100@yahoo.co.uk

Salisbury Plain and North Luffenham

There is a tab on the FFTC website for Permits where you can
apply and buy the permit that you require on line. The cost is
£20 for Salisbury Plain £35 for North Luffenham. The details of
the Conditions of Issue and Code of Conduct are included with
the application and must be strictly followed.

Model Ownership

Yes we should all know our rule books backwards, but in reality,
the majority don’t therefore I will be cherry picking a Free Flight
rule or two that we may be unfamiliar with and commenting on
it in forthcoming Bulletins. Please feel free to come forward
with your requests..._mark.benns@btinternet.com

Recently we have had to look at the rules surrounding the
ownership of Free Flight models, specifically, what is allowed
to be flown in a contest and the correct way to identify your
BMFA number on a model.

Within the Free flight general rules Section 3.1.1 (see below) the
rule clearly states that “the entrant must be the owner of the
model before the start of the contest” It goes further to say
“BMFA number, and/or FAI Licence number, must be
permanently displayed” and then most importantly “If the model
has been previously owned then any numbers arising from this
previous ownership must be permanently removed”.

(c) Ownership of Models

The entrant must be the owner of the model before the start of
the contest. Ownership of the model must require that the
owner's BMFA number, and/or FAI Licence number, must be
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permanently displayed on the model in accordance with General
rule 2.3.12. If the model has been previously owned then any
numbers arising from this previous ownership must be
permanently removed.

For further details please go to the website and look under
contest resources.

It is without question that models can be bought, sold,
bequeathed (not stolen) or just built by oneself, but please be
careful that you ensure that only the number belonging to the
entrant is on the model before a contest starts.

Interestingly for some of us as part of researching these rules,
we have found a few erroneous, slightly wordy and historic
references to numbering of models that do not correlate as
accurately as we would like therefore ahead of 2024 | will be
correcting these.

Mark BMFA FF Rules officer.

FOD

After the last area meeting a FOD inspection found several items
that could get us into trouble with the RAF. Please ensure that
any items no matter how small are taken home with you. It is not
acceptable to leave things like rubber bands, food wrappers and
banana skins on the airfield. This applies to all sites we are
privileged to have the use of, not just Barkston Heath. If we lose
any of the sites we currently use free flight will be in trouble.

Contest start time
A reminder that all BMFA Contests start at 10:00 am.

CDs Needed

At this point in time we require volunteers to run the East
Anglian Gala and the Southern Gala. Please consider putting
yourself forward to help run these events. Expenses are paid if
you wish to claim them, John Carter can provide details on what
can be claimed. If we do not have CD’s in place these events
may not be able to proceed.

Team Selection for fhe 2024 F1A/B/C European
Championships

The 2024 World Championships for F1A/B/C will take place in
Romania in August 2024. The team selection is planned to take
at RAF Salisbury Plain on 24/25 June. If five flights cannot be
completed on that weekend a reserve date is set at 23/24
September at Sculthorpe with a final fall back date for flyoffs at
the Midland Gala on 28 October if required. To enter the team
trials  please contact Phil Ball by email at
phil.ball@ntlworld.com if you have a 2023 season ticket or by
post using the form and you need to submit the £30 entry fee.
The closing date for entries is 4 June to comply with the BMFA
rules.

BMFA LONDON GALA, SALISBURY PLAIN,
APRIL 29

By Simon Dixon

This year’s London Gala as in previous years was scheduled to
be a 2 day event at its usual venue of area 8 Salisbury Plain. As
is the case with use of this venue a call on a Friday morning to
Air Ops confirms whether we are allowed on for trimming or in
this case the London Gala, whereby we are issued with a pass
code which is emailed around to all permit holders.

Happily this is generally ok, however on this occasion on the
Friday lunchtime before the event we were told we had the field
for the Saturday but for the Sunday morning there was an
activity on the adjacent area around the mock village and that
part of Area 8 would be required for Helicopter landing and take
off, hence no access code for the morning.....arhgh ! There was
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a chance we would get on at some point in the afternoon when
they had packed up, so unfortunately the decision was taken to
continue with just Saturdays events and cancel Sunday - various
whats app groups were informed, emails sent and an urgent
notice put on the FFTC website, apologies to all who had made
arrangements for Saturday night / Sunday but it was completely
out of our control, it is their field after all.

Anyway, that aside a quick briefing was carried out at 9.50am
and the contest started at 10.00am on the Saturday morning -
Sunny and pleasantly warm with a light breeze towards the main
road from the trimming meadow. 35 entries were taken with a
few people trimming taking advantage of the nice conditions on
the grassy field.

Mini Vintage was the most popular class with Andy Crisp taking
the honours with a glider. This was also the club champs as well
for the combined classes and Birmingham were keen to retain
the trophy they won last year, which they did.

Flyoff time coincided with the breeziest part of the day and sink
for some classes - the 5 minute window for flyoffs means no
time to wait for better air you just need to fly to make sure you
get a flight in. Combined glider was won by Chris Parry,
Combined Rubber by Alan Jack on Club champs duty,
Combined Power by Neil Allen and Combined Electric by Chris
Redrup.

So ended a good day with healthy entries in all classes and a
prize giving to hand out the BMFA Certificates. And a special
thankyou to Sue Johnson for helping me run the score table (and
for the shortbread).

Combined Glider 5 flew

1 CParry Biggles 7.30 +5.07
2 JWilliams Birmingham 7.30
3  RlJack Birmingham 7.08
Combined Rubber 7 flew
1 Alack Birmingham 7.30 +5.23
2 CRedrup Crookham 730 +5.22
3 JPaton Crookham 7.30 +3.07
4 K Taylor East Grinstead 7.30
Combined Power 7 flew
1 NAllen East Grinstead 730 +4.43
2 S Dixon Birmingham 730 +2.57
3 DCox Crookham 6.32
4 Alack Birmingham 5.48
Combined Electric 6 flew 5 full scores
1  CRedrup Crookham 730 +4.38
2 P Watson Birmingham 730 +3.12
3 M Cook Crawley 7.30 +2.45
Mini Vintage 10 flew
1 ACrisp Biggles 6.00 +0.15
2 PBall Grantham 6.00
3 JPaton Crookham 5.58
4 D Cox Crookham 5.38
5 JWatson CVA 5.30
BMFA Club Champs 2023

CG CR CP CE Total pts
1  Birmingham 80 100 85 83 348
2 Crookham 85 71 100 256
3 East Grinstead 57 100 157
4  Biggles 100 33 133
5 Crawley 66 66
6 Delyn 42 42
7 Vikings 28 28
8  Oxford 14 14
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CROOKHAM GALA, SALISBURY PLAIN,
MAY 7

This year we decided to hold the Gala earlier in the year rather
than at its traditional time of September, although when it
became clear that the chosen date was the middle day of the
Coronation weekend, we wondered if that would affect
attendance, and it may be that it was a mistake.

The number of active fliers in the South has sadly declined in
recent years and so any event held on Salisbury Plain relies, for
agood turnout, on people travelling from further afield. Whether
it was street parties, the cost of travelling or the close proximity
of the Nationals, a number of the usual faces were absent and
Gavin Mannion was the only one to visit us from the more
northern regions.

Certainly the event was well advertised and even the weather
forecast was good.

However, those who did attend were rewarded with a near
perfect flying day — light winds from a mainly north westerly
direction and a sunny day after some early cloud, although the
scores suggest that picking lift wasn’t necessarily easy.

Most entries were in Combined Modern and Vintage Coupe,
which Gavin won by maxing out, with Richard Fryer winning
the prize for the best vintage coupe score.

Gary Madelin maxed out in Combined Glider while Dave
Etherton couldn’t get his third flight in.

Combined Power only had one entry and there were no
Dixielanders flown, so the George Fuller trophy could not be
awarded this year.

The only fly off was in E36, with one of our more recent recruits
to free flight, Wayne Butler taking the top prize.

Combined Modern and Vintage Coupe (3 flights) 6 flew

1 G Mannion Birmingham 6.00
2 RFlyer Oxford 5.16
3 JPaton Crookham 5.05
4 A Brockenhurst Bristol & West 4.40
Mini Vintage 3 flew

1 DCox Crookham 5.39
2 D Etherton Crookham 5.11

Combined Glider 2 flew
1 G Madelin C/IM 7.30
2 D Etherton Crookham 5.00

Combined Power 1 flew

1 DCox Crookham 7.30

E36 4 flew

1 W Butler Crookham 6.00 +1.25
2 CRedrup Crookham 6.00 +1.05
3 RElliott Croydon 5.22

SOUTHERN COUPE LEAGUE

Fourth Round - Crookham Gala, Salisbury Plain, May 7
By Peter Hall

Six flew in the coupe event, only three flights were required and
benign conditions prevailed but only Gavin Manion mastered
the air and avoided mistakes to max out and win.

He reports -

As usual I drove down to the Plain on Saturday afternoon in my
little camper van. Fish and chips in Devizes, a beer in the pub
etc, all very nice but getting a bit samey. | think that | might have
a hot pie next time.

The day was lovely, calm and sunny; truly a rose between two
thorns as both Saturday and Monday were wet and windy. | flew
my "Coupe in a Box" as detailed (ish) in a FF forum a couple of
years ago. It's starting to become my go-to coupe as it's not worn



out like Nos 4+5 are and | believe it has a better glide than those
earlier models. It's a rip off of Neil Allen's wing with my usual
asymmetries and PGI trim. These last few comps I've flown it
with a longer motor of 22 strands of 1/16". This takes 480+
turns, gives 50-53 seconds run and seems more forgiving of a
poor launch or bad timing with "the air". | shall persist with
this until | inevitably get it all badly wrong and re-think it all
again.

In the comp | picked
three nice thermals
off the streamer. The
second flight was
lucky to work back
y into the lift having
managed to stall out
of it on prop fold
(very odd, don't
understand).

Everyone else
seemed to have
problems of one sort
or another and by
3.00 ish it was done
and | was able to
relax and do a bit of
glider flying.

Lovely day, lovely
people.

Gavin Manion

Richard Fryer in second place writes -

The weather was good for the competition, especially surprising
after Saturday's prolonged rain, with a light wind, sunshine on
occasion and slightly variable wind direction. Retrieval was
fairly easy with the vegetation still fairly low, though some
thermal flights were carried across the open ground to the
woods and trees beyond. Attendance was low but there was
regular flight activity throughout the day, with lots of action in
Glider, E36 and Coupe. My flights were a bit hit and miss in
E36 with battery problems but Chris Redrup and Wayne Butler
were flying very well, their models getting very high with good
transitions.

Coupe activity was also fairly constant, | witnessed good flights
from Alan Brocklehurst and Gavin Manion. So an enjoyable day
though it was a shame not to see a longer flight line.

Richard Fryer
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Jim Paton in third place says

| flew my Altaire, which performs better than my heavy Etienvre.
1t’s first outing in a long time. Flying vintage gave me two shots
at the silverware. Not being used to a tomy timer dt these days |
set it for a good two minutes. While awaiting the omens for a
boomer I gave it another revolution, and then a bit more every
now and then. | launched into what I guessed was good air and
off it went. | should mention that it was equipped with 2002 Tan
2. Less torque and a lot more turns. It had recently been
bequeathed to me via Andrew Longhurst. It was made up into 10
strands. Perfect steady climb and transition into a left circling
glide, onwards and upwards. Chris Redrup seemed not to get
arm ache with his binoculars until it dt’ed at over 6 minutes.
With pinpoint accuracy he announced its landing in a distant
clump of trees. Fortunately the clump of trees had little depth
and | retrieved it just beyond with the help of an old fashioned
tracker. This is going to be a great day, | thought. On the second
flight the tail went skew whiff with expected consequences. |
forgot | was flying a vintage with 10 strands and gave it a javelin
launch. Of course it power stalled and despite being in a
boomer never recovered. Moreover the tail had developed
serious left tilt. After serious fettling as advised by Gavin
Manion | cured that problem but next flight I launched into sink.
The front tail support was such that the bands did not press
down on the leading edge of the tail. Come Monday morning in
the workshop | performed curative surgery to cure flopping and
stalling. Twin fins fixed to a tail plane are just another
unnecessary complication, but on this occasion the problems
were elsewhere. It has a narrow nose, so getting a blast tube in
is a bit of a problem. To get more turns | need to wind outside
the model as | should be able to get a half tube in. Of course |
had not brought one to the meeting. Fortunately other
competitors made a few mistakes and | flew in mini vintage. |
took home two bottles of wine- a real prize giving.

P.S. Great weather and excellent organisation by Chris Redrup,
and good quality wine rather than certificates.

Alan Brocklehurst, fourth, writes

The Crookham gala was my first competition this season, as
previous events had either been too windy, too wet, or cancelled.
This time the weather was lovely, with a warm 6-8mph WNW
breeze, but picking the lift proved tricky! A few days prior to
this event | took delivery of a BMK GPS tracking system, so |
was keen to try it out.

For my first flight, | used my trusty C-03 (the red one with a
Tomy timer), and just attached the new bug to the side of the fus,
plugged in the tiny 40mAh battery, wound and launched for an
easy max (I reckon the BMK device, with battery, is about half
a gram lighter than a Pym Ruyter bug with fishing float battery).
1t didn't go far in the light wind, but D/T’d down to land at the
bottom of the valley. The new technology took me straight to it!

However, | realised that the thermals were building in strength
and decided that RDT might come in useful. | therefore changed
models to C-04 (the faded orange one). This time, | used an
extension-lead (made up the night before) to connect the tiny
BMK device to the 65mAh Li-Po | use for the e-timer/RDT. Of
course, lots to think about prior to launch and I think did well to
remember to switch-on, bind the RDT and start the e-timer, only
to realise instantly after launching that | hadn't started the GPS
recorder — no matter, just walk about 350 metres following the
pointer on the handset! | didn't get good air and it was down
in 1:38, landing over the first horizon down in the valley. |
should have been more careful with picking the air, but maybe
my mind was occupied with all the new gadgetry!
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For my third flight, | used a motor from a different batch of
rubber (in retrospect perhaps not the best!), but at least I
remembered to switch everything on. Again, | should have
waited longer to judge the air. A measly 1:02 is best forgotten!
Easy to find, though, as it landed just over the edge of the valley
having drifted in more of a westerly direction. Congratulations
to Gavin for being the only one to max out in Coupe.

When | got home, | uploaded the GPS data via the WiFi on my
Raspberry Pi and used Gnuplot to display the altitude and
cycloidal flight path. Nice to know exactly how far it flew, how
high it got and the approx rates of climb and descent on
D/T..and maybe | can extract the time-varying radius of
turn...but one little fact that fascinated me was that the data also
revealed that the air-temperature on my first flight remained
fairly constant while in the thermal, whereas on my last flight
(definitely not in lift) the temperature decreased with altitude.
Ironically, it was over 3 deg C warmer at the bottom of the
‘valley of doom’ than on the field!

Position: Latitude - Longttude

Langituce (deg)

Altitude - Time

while preparing for his first flight. He tried hard to explain it to
me but I'm afraid my small brain could only follow the very
basics!

In spite of reaching a reasonable height his 1% flight was
afflicted by much turbulence and was sucked down in to the
‘valley of doom’ for a sub max flight. This set the scene for the
rest of the day as far as B & W were concerned.

I managed a lucky max on my first flight but although | was able
to resolve some trimming issues it was downhill from there on.

Alan made his second flight but once more the air was poor and
once more the valley made it’s presence known, resulting in a
sub max flight.

Now, with the model on trim it was my turn to uphold B & W's
honour. Bad launch, even worse air, a really poor sub max
flight. I cannot remember the scores but I think | may have
mentioned before that nature has a way of blotting out bad
memories.

Back to Alan. This time the air was so bad that the model did not
even reach the valley of doom, very uncharacteristic of Alan’s
model.

Gavin Manion had made three good maxes to win the event
comfortably. I needed about 1:40 on my last flight to come third,
which shows how tricky the conditions were. In the event I don’t
think | made much more than a minute. So even on a bad day
Alan beats me!

In spite of the conditions | enjoyed the day, as | usually do. It
was a pity that the attendance was a bit sparse after Chris
Redrup and the Crookham boys had put in so much effort and
run the event so well. Some Coronation thing or other might
have had something to do with it. Can’t think why!

Ben Hobbs, sixth, lost sight of his first flight and then was unable
to continue.

Gavin Manion heads the league table as we look forward to the
fifth round at the F1G Nationals at North Luffenham on June
4th.
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Martin Stagg in fifth place, maxed only his first:

Well, the weather was fine, sunny with light winds, much to my
surprise. Also the ground was surprisingly dry so access, apart
from the bumps, was no problem.

Ben Hobbs

I arrived at about 10.30am. Alan B. was wrestling with the
technicalities of his new BMK tracking and locating system
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F1H LEAGUE
By Gary Madelin

After a Covid and apathy induced wind down of the HEC league
for F1H gliders, it has been agreed to re-start the series, but with
much simpler rules and open to all competitors at any event in
Europe. So long as scores are recorded in a published F1H event,
and it is run to five flights to FAI or BMFA F1H rules, then it
qualifies. No more need to compete in overseas events! Or for
countries to nominate the qualifying events, as in the past — they
ALL qualify! The exception being at the planned Finale to be
held in llbesheim, Germany in August 2024.

The flight window is now open, and whilst we are still finalising
the overall rules, the Salonta F1H contest for example, results
count. Instead of running for a calendar year as before, we are
spanning over the winter months as there are quite a few F1H

FREE FLIGHT RANKING

contests during this time in Europe. Whilst there may be limited
interest in GBR and possibly other counties, there is strong
interest in places such as HUN, CZE, ROM and GER. We plan
to keep the format of 100% score for a max-out, and three
[possibly four] 100% scores gets you to the Finale fly-off.
Between now and next August there will be plenty of events to
fly in. Other than compete you need do nothing, as each country
co-ordinator will sort the scores and positions and complete the
live results data-base. So, with simplified rules, even the Classic
AJ1 designs could comply provided that have their weight
increased to 220 Grammes. Additionally, I’ve been encouraged
in hearing one or two GBR flyers might get back involved in the
class. That would be good!

Once the rules are established and the HEC web-site brought up
to date, I will advise all the current F1H flyers that | know. Could
be fun, as it was in the years 2012 to 2018...

These are the rankings on May 1. For more details see https://www.freeflightnews.org.uk/ranking/latest.htm

Changes since March 1

F1A places points
1 Per Findahl SWE 3518 1 51
2 Bertrand Pouzet FRA 3505 -1 0
3 Emmanuel Ragot FRA 3410 1 119
4 Allard van Wallene NED 3170 4 490
5 Jama Danier CAN 3152 -2 -183
6 Capucin Ragot FRA 2949 11 423
7  David Krasznai HUN 2913 14 609
8  Dusan Fric CZE 2840 -3 11
9 Bostjan Bagari SLO 2714 -3 -93
10 Jan Vosejpka CZE 2694 -3 -27
11 Michal Sliwinski POL 2666 -1 17
12 Andrija Pesic SRB 2634 2 44
F1B

1  Stepan Stefanchuk UKR 3327 0 79
2  Adam Krawiec POL 3212 1 110
3 Bojan Gostojic SRB 3020 2 5
4 Michael Seifert GER 2982 -2 -152
5 Dag Edvard Larsen NOR 2955 2 152
6  Aleksandr Starov UKR 2936 29 1311
7  Leszek Kryszczuk POL 2876 -3 -146
8  Yuval Sarig ISR 2754 -2 -82
9  Mykola Kovalenko UKR 2522 2 -65
10 Ittai Kohavi USA 2480 -1 -115
11 Jerry Fitch USA 2433 -1 -157
12 Alexander Andriukov USA 2408 0 -146
F1C

1 Artem Babenko UKR 3166 0 -133
2 Faust Parker USA 2484 0 -70
3  Ezra Shemesh ISR 2401 0 -55
4 Guy Menanno USA 2262 0 -137
5  Edward Burek POL 2210 4 438
6 Darijo Jermol CRO 2055 -1 -167
7  Marek Roman POL 1981 0 -42
8  Ziva Kovacki SRB 1858 -2 -168
9 Balazs Bauer HUN 1846 2 111
10 Shlomo Nagari ISR 1751 -2 -143
F1E

1 Alexander Winker GER 3284 0 216
2 Mihnea Prodanel ROU 2916 0 -57
3 Florian Draghici ROU 2832 2 380
4 Jean-Luc Drapeau FRA 2730 5 684
5  Eugeny Gorban UKR 2542 -2 -154
6  Velizar Vladev BUL 2536 -2 -28
7  Marian Popescu ROU 2255 4 249
8  Tiberiu Furtes ROU 2142 -1 0
9 Marta Vysoka CZE 2057 -3 -102
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Results since March 1
BC23=604 ME23=209-26

AG23=582
SP23=619+3 KR23=605+3

AG23=431

HC23=524+6 HA23=518-3
HC23=76-50

SP23=385-23 KR23=24-50 HC23=0-83
HC23=441-3

KR23=434-3 SP23=0-93

KR23=518-3 SP23=453-6 HA23=0-16
HC23=580 SP23=311-10 HA23=280-3 KR23=136-16

KR23=0-50

EA23=578 DW23=578 ME23=476-3 HA23=431+3
BC23=174-13

SP23=595+26 KR23=594+26 HC23=388+6

SP23=56-26 KR23=0-30
KR23=213-6 SP23=149-16

KR23=577+3 SP23=0-3

SP23=302-3 KR23=0-6

HC23=302

FB23=593 OK23=518-3
RA23=593 RB23=524-3
RB23=595+6 OK23=594+3 RA23=365-3 FB23=0-36

RB23=242-10 RA23=212-10
RA23=110-23 RB23=56-30
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