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Kiwi World Cup of New Zealand. F1A
F1B F1C F1Q F1P F1E World Cup
event. Contact: Roger Morell, email:
r.morell@yahoo.com web
https://sen.faifreeflight.org/

North American Cup. F1A F1B F1C
F1Q World Cup event. Contact: Tony
Mathews, tel: +17054557518, email:
tmathews180@gmail.com web
http://www.torontofreeflight.org

Bob White Memorial Max Men
International. F1A F1B F1C F1Q F1E
World Cup event. Contact: William M
Booth, tel: +17608916107, email:
wakefieldarch@outlook.com

La 10°™ Grande Coupe de Birmingham.
F1G for Aeromodeller  Trophy,
pre-1970 Coupe including Vintage
Coupe. See details in UK Competition
News. Contacts Gavin Manion at
gavin.manion84@gmail.com 01543
422509 or Stuart Darmon at
stuartdarmonfla@yahoo.com 01858
882057. Email Gavin in advance for
news of date to be used.

Moose Cup. F1A F1B F1C F1Q World
Cup event. Contact: Kim Henriksson,
tel: +358504606393, email:
kimijuhani60@gmail.com web
http://www.lennokkipojat.fi

Bear Cup. F1A F1B F1C F1Q World
Cup event. Contact: Kim Henriksson,
tel: +358504606393, email:
kimijuhani60@gmail.com web
http://www.lennokkipojat.fi

BMFA 1st Area. Open (White Cup,
Plugge), FAl (SMAE Glider Cup),

Vintage/Classic (Plugge), Mini,
HLG/CLG
SPZG Cup, Antoon van Eldik

Memorial. F1A F1B F1C F1Q World
Cup event. Contact: Jacek Pogonowski,
email:  biuro@gsml.gliwice.pl or
jacek@model.bmj.pl web
http://freeflight-krosno.vxm.pl/

March 15-16
Near Melton
Mowbray or
Peak District

March 16
Kietrz, Poland

March 22
Dubnica nad
Véahom,
Slovakia

March 22-23

Tapolca,
Hungary

March 23
Area venues

April 5-7
West Baden,
Indiana, USA

April 5-6
Capannori
(Lucca), Italy

April 6
Area venues

April 12-13
Oberkotzau,
Germany

April 12
Sombor ,
Serbia

BMFA 1t F1E. F1E. Contact: lan
Kaynes kaynes@btinternet.com

Kietrz Cup, Pieter de Boer Memorial.
F1A F1B F1C F1Q World Cup event.

Contact: Jacek Pogonowski, email:
biuro@gsml.gliwice.pl or
jacek@model.bmj.pl web

http://freeflight-krosno.vxm.pl/

Dubnica Cup. FIN World Cup event.
Contact: Lubos Baur, tel:
+421949623479, email:
lubos.baur@gmail.com

Herend Cup. F1A F1B F1C F1P F1Q
F1H World Cup event. Contact: Ferenc
Kerner, tel: +36205815349, email:
ferenc.kerner@hotmail.com

BMFA 2nd Area. Open (Gamage,
Plugge), FAIl (Halfax, Plugge),.
Vintage/Classic, Mini, Micro

Jim Richmond Open. F1D FIN World
Cup event. Contact: David Lindley, tel:
+13128045798, email:
nffspresident@freeflight.org web
https://www.freeflight.org/

Memorial Adriano Ghiselli. F1A F1B
F1C F1Q World Cup event. Contact:

Fabrizio Ceccarini, email:
f_ceccarini@tin.it web
https://www.asdvoli.it

BMFA 3rd Area. Open, FAlI

(Gutteridge), Vintage/Classic (Plugge),
Mini (Plugge), Micro

2 F1E World Cup events. 121"~ Otto
Kuttler Cup, 13" Fohrlberg Cup. F1E

Contact: Peter Kuttler, tel:
+491609451646, email: Kuttler-
Peter@web.de

X Backa Indoor. FIN World Cup event.
Contact: Stevan Janovic , tel:
+38163516611, email:
somboraeroklub@gmail.com web

https://vss.rs/

7 Ashley Road, Farnborough, Hants, England GU14 7EZ

email:

info@freeflightnews.org.uk

Web site address: https://www.freeflightnews.org.uk/home.htm
Compiled and produced by lan Kaynes
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FFTC WINTER RALLY,
LUFFENHAM, JANUARY 11

Report by Phil Ball:

On what could be the best flying day of 2025 the FFTC held a
competition at North Luffenham to test out the new contest
format for 2025, on arrival the mist was lifting and soon we had
conditions that will be hard to beat during the coming season. It
was almost calm with wall to wall sunshine throughout the day.

NORTH

The 2025 contest season will have a new format which we hope
will revitalise participation, six groups have been arranged
which allow any contestant to fly their favourite class at any of
the BMFA organised events, these are as follows:-

OPEN, in this class you can fly any model to the BMFA
rules

FAI covers F1A, F1B, F1C, F1IP & F1Q

VINTAGE / CLASSIC covers Classic and Vintage Rubber
Power and Glider plus SLOP

MINI covers F1G,H,J,S, Plus Mini Vintage E36 AND 1/2A
MICRO covers P30, CO2 E30 Tailless
HLG/CAT needs no explanation.

Although the weather at Luffenham was perfect conditions,
around the country were bad as was the weather forecast for
many parts of the country so this restricted participation to
mainly Midland area contestants with a few welcome visitors
from further afield.

As expected the OPEN class was a close hard fought affair with
three reaching the fly off, even better they all flew different class
models Mark Benns won with a flight of over 6 minutes flying
an F1Q. Mark will be flying this class at this years inaugural
World champs in Romania, the motor run allowing the model to
climb to around 150 metres, John Carter was second flying an
F1A with a very competitive score followed by Simon Dixon
flying an Open Glider.

The Vintage/ Classic contest had a very unexpected fly off. Dave
Cox scored three easy maximums with his very fast climbing
Jimp which was a free plan in an early AereoModeller, he was
up against Man Of The Match Simon Dixon flying a lovely
replica of Linders World Champs winning model from the mid
1950s.

Dave was surely favourite to win but his engine stopped a couple
of seconds into the flight giving Simon an easy win with his
glider, Simon had won and placed third in the two best supported
events flying gliders although he his best known for his success
flying Power.

Possibly the performance of the day was Steven Brewer in
HLG/CAT, he flew a small 12 inch Catapult model and reeled
of a series of flights around the minute mark to Score 6 minuts
49 seconds out of a possible 7 minutes with his worst flight of
56 seconds.

All in all | think it was a successful day, bad weather around the
country kept participation down but those who turned up flew
well in superb conditions. The FFTC funded possibly the most
valuable prize fund in recent years along with savoury and sweet
snacks for the competitors.

The prizes for first place were Contest Season tickets worth £75
each, members of the FFTC who were successful generously
donated them to be raffled off to support the Team Travel Fund.

Let’s hope the good weather and the success of the event bodes
well for 2025.

Open

1 M Benns Peter,bro F1Q 730 6.04
2 JCarter Grantham F1A 730 511
3 S Dixon Birmingham  BMFA Glider 7.30  3.24
4 M Chapman Nottingham BMFA Glider 6.37

FAI

1 M Benns Peterborough  F1Q 7.30
Vintage/Classic

1 S Dixon Birmingham  Classic G 730 2.16
2 DCox Crookham VintPower  7.30 1.15
2 P Arkley Nottingham Classic G 5.44

4 CSharman Bristol & West Classic G 3.38

Mini

1 DGinns Birmingham  E36 6.00

2 M Edwards Nottingham F1H 5.21

3 WDennis  Oxford F1G 5.04

Micro

1 B Lavis Biggles P30 5.41

2 D Ginns Birmingham  E30 5.22
HLG/Cat

1 S Brewer Biggles Cat 6.49

Photos from Simon Dixon

L \ :’7, £ ~. ;
Simon Dixon’s gliders flown in Open and Vintage/Classic

Brian Lavis flew P30 in Micro
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Mark Benns launching F1Q
CIAM

Calendar

I confirm that the calendar of CIAM events published in the
December FFn was in fact the 2025 events, despite the incorrect
heading.

Plenary Meeting

It is expected that the Plenary meeting will be held in Lausanne
at the end of March. The Technical meetings will take place
before then. They will be remote meetings and are likely to be
late February or early March. Free Flight is provisionally set for
February 22, dependent on the agenda arriving well before that.

Free Flight Proposals for 2025 Plenary Meeting

The Plenary meeting agenda should be issued during February.
The following gives advance notice of proposals for the F1 Free
Flight volume. Wait for the issue of the official agenda and then
respond to your NAC or your representative at free flight
technical meeting.

These proposals are all from the F1 Subcommittee. For more
clarity the new words are shown in bold and text not required

has been deleted (not shown by strikethrough as used in the
CIAM agenda).

Clarification of terms used in flight timing
F1.2.6 Time recorded

The duration of the flight recorded is the mean of the times
registered by the timekeepers, rounded to the nearest whole
number of seconds to the resulting mean time (0.5 second
rounded up to the second above) unless the difference between
the times registered shows evidence of an error in the timing, in
which case the organiser will determine, with the FAI Jury,
which time will be taken as the official time recorded or what
action should be taken.

Reason: A clarification in the use of words as “time recorded”
as the time to be used for scoring purposes and “times
registered” to apply to the times clocked by each of the
individual timekeepers.

Electronic evidence of flight time
Modifications: to extend the use of altimeters for time
evidence in regular rounds as well as flyoffs.

to cater for the contest director to request the
evidence

to make the contest director responsible for
viewing times instead of the jury

F1.2.7 Electronic evidence of flight time

Altimeters approved by EDIC may be mounted in or on a model
and used to produce a time- altitude graph of the recorded flight.
The responsibility of the use and correct functioning of such
devices rests with the competitor.

The use of an altimeter is voluntary.

The altimeter must be shown to the timekeeper before the flight
for the timekeeper to record the serial number marked on the
altimeter and to confirm that it shows the empty memory
indication or is of a type which identifies the absolute time at
which the flight was made.

Any dispute by the competitor must be marked on the
competitor’s scorecard for that round. The Contest Director
may also declare a dispute against a recorded time. In case
of a dispute, before the next flight or no later than 30 minutes
from the end of a fly off round, the competitor must show the
Contest Director in the presence of the Jury the altimeter data
and present the altitude versus time graph. In the event of a delay
in presenting the altimeter data the competitor should contact the
Contest Director. If the moment of launch, landing and flight
time can be clearly established the flight time will be recorded
for the final result. If any one of these conditions is not met then

a) when the competitor filed the dispute, the
timekeeper’s time of the disputed flight will be used
as the score for that round.

b) When the contest director filed the dispute then
the recorded time for the disputed flight will be
set as zero.

Reasons: There were a number of proposals to the 2024 Plenary
meeting for changes to F1.2.7. The Subcommittee proposal was
accepted and will become effective in 2025. However, one
proposal from USA was referred to the Subcommittee for further
consideration. The proposal was for extending the paragraph to
cover rounds flights as well as flyoffs The Subcommittee have
now considered the subject and have agreed with the USA
proposal. This is submitted above in a form adapted to the other
changes already made to the paragraph.. It includes participation
by the Contest Director as had been agreed by the Subcommittee
during discussion of the related new item F1.2.8.
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New requirement to have evidence of flight time in
Championships flyoff

Renumber existing F1.2.8 to F1.2.9 and insert following new
F1.2.8:

F1.2.8 Evidence of flyoff times

An EDIC-approved altimeter must be used for flyoffs at
Championships in F1A, F1B, F1C, F1P, F1Q. The altimeter
must be shown to the timekeeper before the flight for the
timekeeper to record the serial number marked on the
altimeter and to confirm that it shows the empty memory
indication or is of a type which identifies the absolute time
at which the flight was made. After the flyoff and if no more
than five competitors have achieved the maximum flight
time, the top five competitors must produce their altimeter
traces for inspection. In the presence of the jury the contest
director will examine the trace and if the launch, landing and
flight time can be determined then that will be taken as the
time for the flight. If the flight time cannot be determine
from an altimeter trace then the flight time will be zero.

Reasons: In several flyoffs at championships in 2024 there have
been cases of timing errors. If the competitor has an altimeter
trace that shows a longer time than given by the timekeepers
then he can challenge it under paragraph 1.2.7. However if the
timekeepers have given an excessively long time, such as timing
the wrong model, then there is no mechanism to request an
altimeter record or an altimeter might not have been used.

National Regulations
Introduce a new section in F1 after the existing section F1.5

F1.6 National Regulations
F1.6.1 Announcement of restrictions

National regulations should be followed whenever flying free
flight models. When national regulations require all model
flying in the country to observe specific rules, then the
contest organizer must announce such restrictions in the
advance publicity for the event.

a) One example of such restrictions might be a
requirement for radio dethermalization to be
fitted in all models.

b) A further example might be a requirement for
radio dethermalization combined with a
prohibition of flying beyond visual sight. In this
case the model should be
dethermalized immediately the competitor has
lost sight of the model and any altimeter evidence
of flight time will valid up to the time of
dethermalization.

Reasons: National regulations in many countries limit the
operation of model aircraft to being within sight of the
“operator”. Models in strong thermals or on long flyoff flights
may contravene this limitation and the this proposal allow free
flight contest organisers to specify the regulations which must
be followed.

Reduce motors in F1B
F1B.2 Characteristics of Model Aircraft with Extensible Motors

Surface Area (St) 17 - 19 dm?

Minimum weight of model less motor(s) 200 g

Maximum weight of motor(s) lubricated 259
Reasons

The performance of models is very high compared to the
maximum times used during the rounds, leading to large and
extended flyoffs. For F1B the small reduction of motor weight
provides reduced performance without requiring significant
changes to the models currently in use. Historically the model
weight has been increased to maintain a typical flying weight of
motor plus model at 230g. In this proposal the minimum weight
of the model is unchanged to further support the use of existing
models and to eliminate the possibility of using extra mass to
optimise model design (such as larger aspect ratio wings) or
increased complexity of aircraft systems.

Ban flaps in F1B
F1B.1 Definition

Replace “except for changes of camber or incidence” by “except
for changes of incidence.”

Reasons:  The incorporation of flaps on models represents a
significant additional complexity and possible increase in
performance of the models. It is appropriate to ban the use of
flaps before they enter widespread use

CONSIDERATION OF F1B MOTOR CHANGE
lan Kaynes

The proposed reduction of F1B motors from 30g to 25¢g is a
relatively small change to allow existing models to remain
competitive. Of course, in longer term the manufactures will
probably tweak designs to make slight optimisation of
performance.

On a simple energy basis the motor reduction will lower climb
altitude to 83% of the current value but the 5g reduction in total
aircraft mass will increase altitude by to 102% and so the
combined effect is for altitude of 85%. The motor run will be
reduced by 17% but the glide descent rate of the lighter model
will be about 1% better. Over a typical comparison of run time
against glide time this glide improvement would claw back
about one third of the motor run loss.

Conclusion — not a dramatic change, probably the most effect
would be the lower climbing not reaching the best of the lift.

REPORT ON 2024 FREE FLIGHT WORLD CUP

by Ian Kaynes

The winner of F1A was Jaroslaw Jeziorny from Poland with
three winds and a second place. Before this victory he had been
competing in the World Cup for only the last three years.
Bostjan Bagari (Slovenia) and Dusan Fric of Czechia came
third, the same as his placing last year.

The F1A Junior event was won by Tomasz Jeziorny who is the
son of Jaroslaw who won F1A. It is remarkable to have close
relatives winning World Cups, particularly in the same year.
Tomasz was also fourth in the overall F1A event and had been
third in F1A Junior in 2023. Second place went to Luka
Najdoski of North Macedonia and third to Franek Halicki of
Poland.

Oleg Kulakovsky (Ukraine) won F1B, making a total of 6 World
Cup wins in this event. Having won 5 events, Oleg was ahead of
Stanislaw Skibicki and Adam Krawiec, both of them from
Poland.

There are two Ukrainians on the F1B Junior, with Oleskii
Kosylo winning and Oleksandr Kozhukaru in third place behind
Florian Jackel of Germany.

Yuan Gao won F1C, the first time that a Chinese flyer has won
a Free Flight World Cup. His scores included a clean sweep of
victories at the three USA events in February and two in
Australia. Second and third places were taken by the Hungarian
family Bauer with Balazs second and Soma third.

F1Q was won by Mihaly Varadi of Hungary, just ahead of
Fabrizio Ceccarini (Italy) by bonus points. Rafal Wagner of
Poland was third. F1Q junior was won by Franciszek Jedrysiak
(Poland) followed by Lorant Buzas (Hungary) and Wojciech
Bartel (Poland)

The winner in F1E was Tiberiu Furjes of Romania, second was
last year’s winner Jean Luc Drapeau and third was Eugeny
Gorban (Ukraine). F1E Junior was won by Piotr Bryja (Poland)
with Theo Laura (France) 2nd and Leon Rink (Germany) 3rd.

The number of events in F1D doubled from the two in the
inaugural event last year, but still not enough events to be able
to give medals to the winners. Brett Sanborn (USA) won and
was the only person to score points at three competitions.
Second was Tiberiu Furjes. the Romanian F1E winner, and third
Emily Guyett (USA).
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In FA1D Junior the top three places went to junior winners of a
single event each. The Romanians Alexandru Matei and Oliver
Turjes both won a single event in Romania and since there were
six juniors flying in both of these event there was no way to
differentiate between them and so they a joint winners of the
title. Third place went to Daniel Guo (USA) who had been the
only Junior flying in an event in USA and so had fewer bonus
points than the winners.

ORGANISATION

The top three places in each event have been displayed on the
FAI web site and updated frequently throughout the year at the
address:  https://www.fai.org/world-cups/fl-free-flight

The detailed results have been uploaded to the coordinator’s web
site and there are links to this from the FAI web page for both
the results of each class or the overall summary.

During the year the only competitions cancelled were in F1E,
one due forecast of thunderstorms and one with a date that
proved inconvenient for competitors.

Protests were received against the Salonta Cup at which no
timekeepers were available for the second flyoff. When
considering these it became apparent that some times from
altimeters had been accepted and others rejected without a strict
control of these times. After discussion in the CIAM F1
Subcommittee and Bureau that without reliable times for all
competitors the second flyoffs should be disregarded and World

Cup points awarded on the basis of ties for first place. This
resulted in a counter-protest by the originally identified winner
who provided documentation on his flight. Consideration of this
by the Subcommittee and Bureau resulted in confirmation their
previous decision to disregard the sconed flyoffs, since while the
documentation provided could validate this one flight there was
no way of obtaining equivalent information from all
competitors.

FIN

During 2024 an unofficial World Cup was run for the class F1N.
This was a test partly to feed data to the April Plenary meeting
for consideration in conjunction with a proposal for a league for
FIN flying. At the Plenary meeting Serbia amended their
proposal to proposing World Cup status for FIN which was
accepted and the class joins World Cup in 2025.

F1N statistics are not included in the main 2024 statistics section
below, but are added at the end of that section.

STATISTICS

There have been 59 competitions in F1A F1B F1C F1P F1Q, 20
in FIE and 4 in F1D, with a total 3773 entries in these
competitions (note that this number counts entries in the open
events only and excludes the junior events since all juniors
participate in the open events)

Number of competitors per country, those scoring points in 1 or more events

The “All” column is the number of individual people over all classes and this includes reductions for people who have flown in more

than one class.

A A Junior B B Junior C Q Q Junior E E Junior D D Junior | All classes
GER 24|GER 7|ISR 17|ISR 7|HUN 5|GER 11|POL 3|ROU 21|ROU 13|ROU 10 |ROU 5|GER 66
ISR 22|BIH 6|USA 16(CHN 5|ISR 5|USA 9|HUN 2|POL 19|POL 9|USA 6|USA 1|FRA 60
FRA 21|FRA 6|FRA 15|FRA 5|USA 5|HUN 6|MGL 2|GER 17|FRA 4| CAN 1 USA 53
HUN 19|POL 6|GER 14|UKR 4|CHN 4|BUL 5|GER 1 FRA 16 |GER 4| FRA 1 ISR 51
FIN 15|SVK 6|UKR 12|GER 3|FRA 4|ITA 5 CZE 11|BUL 1| HUN 1 POL 50
USA 15|ISR 5|CHN 7|SVK 3|MGL 4|POL 5 ITA 8|CHN 1| SVK 1 ROU 34
CZE 14|SLO 5|MGL 7|MGL 2|UKR 4|FRA 4 USA 6|CZE 1 HUN 32
POL 13|MGL 4|POL 7|USA 2|AUS 3|GBR 4 BUL 4]|ITA 1 CZE 30
BIH 10|CZE 3|GBR 6|CZE 1|BUL 3]|ISR 4 UKR 2| SVK 1 MGL 27
SVK 10|BUL 2|AUS 5|MKD 1|GER 3|MGL 4 AUT 1|UKR 1 UKR 22
NED 9|EST 2|CZE 5(POL 1|GBR 3|DEN 3 CHN 1 FIN 20
SLO 8/HUN 2|TUR 5 ITA  3|FIN 3 GBR 1 ITA 20
TUR 8/MKD 2|CAN 4 KAZ 2|NED 1 SVK 1 BUL 17
DEN 7|USA 2|FIN 3 LTU 2]|SUl 1 SWE 1 CHN 17
MGL 7/NED 1|MKD 3 SRB 2 SUI 1 SVK 16
MKD 7/ROU 1[NOR 3 CAN 1 GBR 15
BUL 6SWE 1|SVK 3 CRO 1 SLO 14
CRO 6| TUR 1 |SRB 3 EST 1 TUR 14
SWE 6| UKR 1 |BIH 2 FIN 1 BIH 13
CHN 5 CRO 2 MKD 1 AUS 12
UKR 5 DEN 2 POL 1 NED 12
SRB 5 EST 2 SLO 1 MKD 11
AUS 4 ITA 2 uUzB 1 DEN 10
GBR 4 KAZ 2 SRB 10
ITA 4 LTU 2 CRO 9
LTU 4 NED 2 LTU 8
AUT 3 ROU 2 SWE 8
EST 3 SWE 2 CAN 7
ROU 3 SUI 2 EST 7
SUI 3 AUT 1 KAZ 6
KAZ 2 BUL 1 AUT 5
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https://www.fai.org/world-cups/f1-free-flight

A A Junior B B Junior C Q Q Junior E E Junior D D Junior | All classes
KOR 2 KOR SUI 4
LAT 2 NZL UzB 4
ESP 2 SLO 1 KOR 3
UzB 2 ESP 1 NOR 3
BEL 1 UzB 1 ESP 3
CAN 1 LAT 2

BEL 1
NZL 1
Total number of competitors scoring World Cup points
F1A F1AJ |F1B F1BJ |Fi1C F1Q F1QJ |F1E F1EJ |F1D F1DJ
Number of
competitions 59 45 58 30 49 44 14 20 17 4 3
Total entries 1670 331 918 137 276 307 24 509 124 53 13
Number of
competitors
scoring points:
in 1 event 109 26 58 14 25 27 4 49 15 13 4
in 2 events 62 13 42 9 16 12 1 22 13 6 2
in 3 events 28 10 22 5 6 14 2 17 7 1 0
in 4 events 21 4 18 3 6 4 1 9 0 0 0
in 5 events 18 1 4 2 1 2 0 5 1 0 0
in 6 events 13 2 3 0 3 1 0 3 0 0 0
in 7 events 11 2 5 0 0 2 0 4 0 0 0
in 8 events 3 2 2 0 2 1 0 0 0 0 0
in 9 events 7 0 2 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0
in 10 events 1 1 2 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0
in 11 events 5 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
in 12 events 1 1 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0
in 13 events 1 1 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
in 14 events 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Totals 282 63 164 34 60 65 8 110 36 20 6

Total number of competitors scoring World Cup points

FIN FAN-Junior
Number of competitions 8 7
Total number of entries 310 135
Number of competitors
scoring points:
in 1 event 75 42
in 2 events 6 1
in 3 events 5 4
in 4 events 7 1
in 5 events 3 1

Number of entries

Number of
competitors FIN | FIN-Junior
entering:
1 event 147 65
2 events 9 2
3 events 13 7
4 events 8 3
5 events 10 3
6 events 4 3

Number of competitors per country,

points in 1 or more events

F1N F1N-Junior

SVK 32 SVK 21
GRE 21 CRO 7
SRB 14 SRB 7
CRO 13 GRE 6
POL 6 POL 4
SLO 5 SLO 3
HUN 3 HUN 1
MKD 2 UKR 1
UKR 1

USA 1

-14 -

those scoring




