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FFn DIARY 

July 6 

Area venues 

BMFA 6th Area. Team Power (Keil, 

Plugge), G2-FAI (Peter Buskell), 

G3-Vintage/Classic (Plugge), G4-Mini, 

HLG/CLG. 

July 8 

Almaty, 

Kazakhstan 

Almaty Cup. F1A F1B F1C  World Cup 

event. Contact: Sergey Kuznetcov, tel: 

+77059600921, email: k.s.i1961@mail.ru   

or alex_ok2@bk.ru   web 

https://aeromodelling.kz/   

July 10 

Almaty, 

Kazakhstan 

Kazakhstan Cup. F1A F1B F1C  World 

Cup event. Contact: Sergey Kuznetcov,  see 

July 8 entry   

July 12-14 

Near Melton 

Mowbray or Peak 

District 

BMFA 5th F1E. Team selection. Contact: 

Ian Kaynes kaynes@btinternet.com 

July 12 

Korenica, Croatia 

FF CRO Cup. F1A F1B F1C F1Q  World 

Cup event. Contact: Robert Lesko, tel: 

+385956667676, em: lekicro@gmail.com   

web https://aeromodelarstvo.net/prijave  

July 12 

Almaty, 

Kazakhstan 

Eurasia Cup. F1A F1B F1C  World Cup 

event. Contact: Sergey Kuznetcov, see July 

8 entry   

July 13 

Korenica, Croatia 

FF CRO Memorijal Danko Sokolić. F1A 

F1B F1C F1Q  World Cup event. Contact: 

Igor Nišević, tel: +38531208262, email: 

in771247@gmail.com   or 

aeroklub.osijek@gmail.com   web 

https://aeromodelarstvo.net/prijave   

July 18-19 

Salonta, Romania 

Friendship Cup. F1A F1B F1C F1P F1Q 

F1H  World Cup event. Contact: Szijjarto 

Szilard, tel: +0733106745, email: 

office@frmd.ro   or 

szijjartoszilard@yahoo.com      

July 20-28 

Salonta, Romania 

World Championships F1A F1B F1C  F1Q 

and Junior European Championships F1A 

F1B F1P.  

July 21-23 

Muncie, Indiana, 

USA 

United States Nationals. F1A F1B F1C 

F1Q  World Cup event. Contact: Aram 

Schlosberg, tel: +17184790478, email: 

aram.schlosberg1@verizon.net   or 

indoorFFsupply@outlook.com   web 

http://www.freeflight.org/   

July 26 or 27 

Salisbury Plain 

BMFA Southern Gala. G1-Open, 

G3-Vintage/Classic, G4-Mini, G5-Micro, 

G6-HLG/CLG.. Contact: Chris Redrup 

chrisredrup@yahoo.com 

August 6-7 

Saint Jean de 

Sauves, France 

Hispano-Francia. F1A F1B F1C F1Q  

World Cup event. Contact: Benoit 

Jacquemin, tel: +33608002780, email: 

benoit.jacquemin@vol-libre-

moncontourois.fr  

August 6-7 

Saint Jean de 

Sauves, France 

Concours Louis Dupuis 2 minutes. F1G 

F1H F1S. Contact: Benoit Jacquemin, tel: 

+33608002780, email: 

benoit.jacquemin@vol-libre-

moncontourois.fr  . 

August 8 

Noizé, France 

Trophée Belge F1. F1A F1B F1C F1Q  

World Cup event. Contact: Cenny 

Breeman, tel: +3289721144, email: 

cent@breeman.be   

August 9 

Plaines et vallées, 

France 

47ème Poitou. F1A F1B F1C F1Q  World 

Cup event. Contact: Laurent Dupriez, tel: 

+33628515751, email: poitou-

aero@orange.fr   web http://www.poitou-

aero.com   

August 9 or 10 

Sculthorpe 

BMFA East Anglian Gala. G1-Open 

(Hamley), G3-Vintage/Classic, G4-Mini, 

G5-Micro, G6-HLG/CLG.. Contact: Mike 

Woodhouse 

michaelwoodhouse1942@gmail.com  

August 10 to 16 

Rana, Czechia 

World Championships F1E 
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BRITISH TEAMS FOR WORLD 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 

The World Champs will be in Romania July 20 to 28. The 

followings are the reports from some team members: 

F1A  - John Williams. 

This will be my 16th Team place. There is no real change in the 

last few years with all the models I fly. They are made for me by 

Anton Gorsky. Unfortunately new stock has dried up since the 

war and a postal route via Turkey is now too unreliable to risk 

the loss of models. My models get flown quite regularly and 

most have now booms broken in at least one place. I will fly to 

Romania and take 6 models all pre-trimmed. 4 of these are round 

models and 2 fly-off models. The round models are 2.2 meters 

span and open carbon structure, while the 2 fly-off models are 

2.40 span and all carbon sheet. All models are L.D.A.s. 

Most of my trimming is carried out on the Rowley Mile race 

horse course at Newmarket Heath. Newmarket is in Suffolk and 

just 40 minutes’ drive for me. Access is approximately 340 days 

of the year from 16:00 until dark. The field is the largest grass 

mown area in Europe measuring 2.2 x 1.2 kilometres (source 

Google Earth) and is open to all silent flyers but I am the only 

flyer that uses it, probably because it’s situated on the eastern 

edge of the country. For the next few weeks I will try and fly 

every good evening, hopefully having made over 200 test flights 

before the Champs. 

F1C Neil Allen 

My most recent team place was at the 2023 world 

championships in France, although this was after a considerable 

amount of time away from the team prior to that. 

That was a good trip in many ways but, competitively speaking, 

I can't say I was happy with my performance. My Nelson 

powered, direct drive, folder was being out-climbed by the best 

direct drive models. 

The obvious step was to fit a geared engine; the Nelson Hummer 

being one I have much experience of. This was eventually tested 

in 2024 and, somewhat surprisingly, has proven unproblematic 

so far and gives a substantial gain in climb height.  

So, preparation since then has consisted of work on existing 

models along with extensive testing of Hummer engines. 

Several of these have been acquired recently. 

I'll be taking 2 folders and 2 fixed wing models, all Hummer 

powered. Wings have been purchased but the remaining parts 

are largely my own. 

Lastly, I look forward to competing with team GB and travelling 

with Peter Martin, re-creating our trip to Salonta for the Euros 

in 2014. 

F1C Ken Faux 

I will be taking two new straight drive folding models, three 

geared flappers and a fixed wing geared model just in case the 

weather is poor. The folders use wings made by Artem Babenko 

and I have put the rest of the models together using either 

purchased components or parts I have made. The flappers are 

now getting old but still fly very well. All models use Verbitsky 

engines and Sidus timers and GPS.  Fingers crossed for a good 

result! 

F1A and F1B - John Carter: 

For some years now, I don't really do anything different than in 

a year when I unfortunately do not make the UK team.  

For the current World Championships we had a qualification 

selection meeting in May 2024, so in real terms any one in our 

National team has been able to prepare for 14 months. This time 

period crossed over both last year’s Euro Championships and 

the team selection for next year’s Euro Championships. A bit 

like being on a hamster wheel it keeps going round and round.  

I consider the team trials (selection events) as part 1 of the 

following year’s Championships, not simply a UK contest. Do 

well in part 1 and you get to progress to part 2 the finals (The 

Championships). 

My flying year is split in to competing in events on the UK 

Calendar, a selection of World Cup International contests as 

well as taking up any awarded UK National team place. Which 

for me is always an honour to be representing your country at 

the highest level of competition.  

PREPARATIONS:   MODELS 

F1A I feel it is important to have depth in your box i.e. the 
complement of allowable models (FAI 4 models can be 
processed) and have a reserve set of equally competitive models 
I have what I call 10 front line F1A models comprising a mix of 
long and short all LDA sectioned some being open D-box and 

others including 3 flappers with carbon skinned wings. 

My latest model, a M&K long elliptical flapper, was added at 
the second half of 2024 but an issue developed with the timer 
failing to accept instructions from the phone based interface and 
an issue that may have been responsible for the timer failure with 
the hook servo. The model spent a long period out of 
commission waiting for a replacement timer that came via a 
complicated route from Serguy Makarov in Russia (All due to 
the Putin war) This model is unlikely to be processed as part of 
my 4 models at this year’s champs, it simply has not had enough 
time in the air to be 100% confident with its characteristics  I  
will more than likely process the same F1A models as per 2023 
and 2024 – one long, one mid, and 2 long carbon models all of 
which have had many hours of flying.  

With regard to my F1B models this is my first champs in F1B 
after only starting to fly B at the end of 2022 and first ever 
contest the Gutteridge trophy in June 2023. I am really pleased 
that I gained a team place on my second attempt. I decided to 
take up B following a back injury caused by a work related 
incident when removing a suspended ceiling and was hit in the 
back by a dislodged piece of timber in September 2021. I 
thought through the year 2022 my glider days were effectively 
over due to the injury and substantial pain I had when towing 
and launching.  

By early 2023 the injury had healed completely enabling me to 
continue flying both A and B classes. This in itself is a challenge 
but as now in my 71 year and fully retired I have more time 
available to spend on maintenance and preparation as well as a 
lot of flying . 

The F1B box contains 5 models all 6-panel electronic, 2 are open 
D-box and 3 are full carbon all from Stefanchuk.  

I also have a further 7 second line older 4-panel models. All 
good flyers but they are mechanical timers adapted to 
incorporate RDT of which I have installed either BMK or P 
Brown units. 

FLYING 

It is important to get out flying as much as possible I am lucky 
that I can easily get to North Luffenham, Lodge Farm and I have 
limited access via membership of the local Staffordshire Gliding 
club to Ex RAF Seighford. 

F1A is all about practice, practice and more practice flying 
glider is totally different to any other class of models.  Having 
the model attached some 50 m away from you on a piece of 
chord presents a greater challenge for consistency than 
launching a model held at arms length. 

F1B presented at first an additional challenge for me as the 
models are set up for a right-handed person, (timers on left start 
buttons on right and flying right, right). I am a left-handed 
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person. At first I decided to launch with a right-handed throw (I 
always flew Open Rubber back in the day launching right-
handed). However, due to a high rate of bad launches (2 out of 
5) I quickly moved to a Left-hand launch with immediate upturn 
in successful launches. 

Apart from initial first flights with a new or repaired models, all 
flights are practice and where possible always have the DT set 
at either 4 minutes early morning flights, middle day flights 3 
minutes, and then evening 5 to 7 minutes and if  site space allows 
do not DT early unless of course the model is very high and a 
max is certain even then not before 2 minutes. Evaluation of air 
is only really possible on long flights also you get a far better 
account of how the model is performing in many different 
conditions. 

I do not reserve practice to only nice calm days. It is important 
you fly in all kinds of weather especially with Gliders. The more 
you fly in practice (but always treating the flight as a real contest 
flight) in good and windy and turbulent conditions the more you 

gain confidence and reduce stress (stress being one thing that 
will cloud your judgements as and when to launch) 

When glider practicing I also set a tow time (5 minutes) this 
being the theoretical time I require to find suitable air to launch 
in and obtain the required maximum. Of course, this is not set in 
stone but helps with the fact that in FAI events you are flying on 
a pole with others and only have a proportion of the round for 
your flight. The average time collected for towing at practice 
sessions over a number of years and many hundreds of flights is 
3 3/4 minutes tow period before launch with a success rate of 
96%. This process is a great stress reducer and confidence 
builder. 

F1B - you cannot fly as many flights on any practice session 
with B as you can in A (5A to 2 and bit B flights). However, as 
with A flying after initial first flights with new models each 
flight is treated as a real contest flight motors fully wound, 
ample add on turns and launched when you confident the air is 
OK to do a max flight. Following the same F1A pattern starting 
with 4 minutes. then 3 minutes and so on (simulated contests 
always). Using your thermal detection equipment, mine being 
streamer placed on an 11 metre pole up wind the streamer being 
round 11 m long. 

As I fly more B I have become considerably more brave and now 
regularly place 25 to 30 add on half turns following a wind up 
to around 400 turns. The add on turns make a substantial 
improvement of the initial few seconds post launch far more 
nose up vertical climb. All models have full screw adjustable 
thrust line (screws can move but I thread lock  helps to avoid 
this issue). This adjustment is a wonderful aid to getting the best 
out of the available power of the rubber. I have adopted a 
procedure of fine tuning the run phase of the flight with using 

the infinitely variable thrust lines. 

As still a rooky F1B flyer I have learnt a lot in my first two 
seasons, as well as much knowledge gained by regularly flying 
over many years alongside Russ Peers and Mike Woolner, both 
extremely good and competent B competitors.  

TRAINING 

At 71 years of age keeping fit has never been more important 
especially to stave off the inevitable aging process which starts 
at around 40 years of age and accelerates to about 70 then slows 
down. The average person will loose 30% of his skeletal muscle 
mass over the time period. I have been a keen advocate of 
keeping fit since my late 20s again following another back injury 
sustained during my short motor sport rally career. Back in 2018 
I enrolled on a fitness instructors course not to work in the 
industry but to boost my knowledge of the requirements of 
furthering one’s own fitness. 

I continue to follow a gym based programme either at my local 
Nuffield gym or at home in our own small gym. Typically 
training 4 times a week combining cardiovascular work 

alongside resistance works (weight training). Typically 20 
minutes of high intensity interval training for cardiovascular 
(HITT Aerobic capacity the key to all types of fitness), followed 
by a 3/4 hour session of resistance training split between upper 
body, core and lower body. The muscle groups trained alternate 
on alternate training days. The resistance work is concentrated 
on power, (speed and loads) using a technique called pyramid 
reps (increasing weight from 70% max lift at 12 reps and 
reducing reps but increasing weight till you get to 100% max lift 
at 2/3 reps.) 

With out committing time to my fitness, I doubt at almost 72 
years I would be able to perform at a physical level required for 
current day F1A glider flying. F1B being far more sedate. 

I have tried and experimented with the fall down launch 
throwing yourself to the floor at point of let go of the line but 
found for me it to give too many inconsistent launches. I then 
analysed where the line was at let go on a fall down launch. I 
adapted my own launch technique to ensure at let go the end of 

the line held in the hand was as close to the ground level as 
possible this entails a big often two handed pull down on the line 
during your run up. This physical effort requires a fast run at of 
7 to 10 paces in a curved trajectory, instant acceleration starting 
when the model is travelling around the bottom of the final circle 
keeping the line as near 90 degrees to the line of the fuselage as 
possible thus inducing maximum load and resulting maximum 
acceleration for the launch. 

CONCLUSION 

To be able to fit in all my flying, training and workshop time on 
maintenance etc is a luxury being a retired. No day job, children 
and grandchildren all grown up so for the first time my time is 
my own. One of the few positives of getting to be in your 70s.  

Competition Free Flight is not just about having good reliable 
models, it is a package of measures, policy and strategy to 
achieve a goal. 

During all the practice trimming etc it’s important to take time 
out to reflect on how every flight goes, observe, record learn and 
adapt. Never be totally satisfied by the models or your own 
performance there is always room for improvement and always 
end a day’s practice on a good flight, best go home feeling 
progresses made. 

BMFA 5TH AREA MEETING  JUNE 1 

Individual Glider for team (Plugge)  10 flew   

1 D Cox Crookham BG 7.30 +4.41  

2 J Carter Grantham F1A 7.30 +3.39  

3 J Cooper Biggles F1A 7.07 

4 C Parry Biggles BG 6.51 

5 C Foster Morley CLSG 5.57 

Team Glider (Model Engineer)   

1 J Cooper, C Parry, R Heap Biggles  19.16 

2 N Botham, G Peck, C Foster Morley A  14.33 

3 C Redrup, D Cox Crookham  10.03 

4 J Carter Grantham  7.30 

Group  4 Mini  6 flew   

1 P Ball Grantham MVR 6.00 +1.48  

2 D Ginns Birmingham E36 5.34 

3 L Pritchard S Bristol MVR 4.51 

Group  5 Micro (Plugge)  10 flew   

1 T Grey Crookham E30 6.00 +3.18  

2 D Ginns Birmingham E30 5.55 

3 C Foster Morley E30 4.31 

4 C Redrup Crookham E30 4.02 

5 L Pritchard S Bristol P30 3.56 

Group  6 HLG/CLG  6 flew   

1 P Ball Grantham CLG 4.10 

2 B Colledge Birmingham CLG 4.01 

3 J Pritchard S Bristol CLG 2.44 
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LONDON GALA, SALISBURY PLAIN, MAY 24 

Chris Redrup: 

It was overcast all day but we didn't have any rain. As forecast, 

the wind was strong and from the west, making it difficult to 

avoid the risk of ending up it trees, so I set the max for the day 

at 2 minutes. Despite this we still had two models in the trees, 

which were retrieved successfully and Dave Cox was the only 

one to max out. 8 people attended and six of us flew and I think 

we were all relieved there were no fly offs. 

It was tricky but flyable all day and the wind did decrease 

slightly in the afternoon. Obviously the forecast put a lot of 

people off but today would have been worse with the even 

higher winds. 

Not surprisingly, the Mini Group was the most popular with five 

entries. 

Group  1 Open (Pilcher)  2 flew   

1 D Cox Crookham VP 6.00 

2 C Redrup Crookham E36 2.12 

Group  4 Mini  5 flew   

1 L Pritchard S Bristol MVR 5.17 

2 C Redrup Crookham E36 4.21 

3 W Butler Crookham E36 3.45 

Group  5 Micro  3 flew   

1 T Grey Crookham E30 5.14 

2 C Redrup Crookham E30 1.28 

3 L Pritchard S Bristol P30 0.51 

AFFS CHAMPIONSHIPS, NARRANDERA, 
NSW, AUSTRALIA, APRIL 28 

FFn apologise that last month’s issue included two copies of the 

Southern Cross results and not the AFFS Championships, which 

is rectified here. 

F1A   3 flew 

1 M Campbell AUS 950 

2 I Haigh AUS 885 

F1B   5 flew 

1 R Blackam AUS 960 +413 

2 V Morgan AUS 960 +344 

3 B Hao AUS 948 

F1C   5 flew 

1 R Summersby AUS 960 

2 Y Gao CHN 959 

3 W Leadbeater AUS 915 

ISMAIL SARIOGLU FF CUP, KIRKLARELI, 
TURKEY, JUNE 1 

F1A   10 flew 

1 M Mandichev BUL 1260 

2 O Kosylo (J) UKR 1142 

3 O Gurer TUR 1129 

4 E Ustundag TUR 1090 

5 T Weimer GER 1067 

F1A-Junior   1 flew 

1 O Kosylo UKR 1142 

F1B   11 flew 

1 O Kosylo (J) UKR 1219 

2 M Yildiz TUR 1202 

3 I Yurtseven TUR 1182 

4 V Romanchenko UKR 1145 

F1B-Junior   1 flew 

1 O Kosylo UKR 1219 

SREM CUP, ARADAC - ZRENJANIN, 
SERBIA, JUNE 7 

F1A   60 flew 

1 D Krasznai HUN 1020 +388 

2 V Papez CZE 1020 +386 

3 M Mandichev BUL 1020 +377 

4 C Nagy HUN 1020 +375 

5 M Hrast SLO 1020 +359 

6 D Fric CZE 1020 +346 

7 N Batocanin SRB 1020 +300 

7 V Brussolo ITA 1020 +300 

9 S Savic SRB 1020 +297 

10 F Klobusicky SVK 1020 +294 

F1A-Junior   14 flew 

1 D Najdoski MKD 1020 +280 

2 S Vranjes BIH 1020 +239 

3 K Szoke HUN 1020 +150 

F1B   20 flew  10 full scores 

1 B Grubic SRB 1020 +480 +478 

2 O Kulakovsky UKR 1020 +480 +465 

3 A Krawiec POL 1020 +480 +458 

4 S Stefanchuk UKR 1020 +480 +450 

5 S Gostojic SRB 1020 +480 +448 

6 S Skibicki POL 1020 +480 +439 

7 P Fejt CZE 1020 +480 +429 

F1B-Junior   2 flew  1 full scores 

1 S Ryz CZE 1020 +370 

F1C   8 flew 

1 B Bijelic SRB 1020 +312 

2 V Aleksandrov UKR 1020 +272 

3 D Raic SRB 946 

F1Q   7 flew 

1 F Gradi ITA 1020 +480 

2 R Wagner POL 1020 +443 

3 C Gianni ITA 1000 

F1Q-Junior   1 flew 

1 B Lorant HUN 506 

MORAVA CUP, ARADAC - ZRENJANIN, 
SERBIA, JUNE 8 

F1A   52 flew  15 full scores 

1 V Rossler CZE 1020 +360 13m 

2 M Mandichev BUL 1020 +360 7m 

3 D Krasznai HUN 1020 +360 0m 

4 K Huber SWE 1020 +352 

5 D Terlep SLO 1020 +321 

6 D Fric CZE 1020 +320 

7 T Horvath HUN 1020 +309 

8 T Niezborala (J) POL 1020 +290 

9 A Pesic SRB 1020 +289 

10 A Neubauer (J) SVK 1020 +286 

F1A-Junior   13 flew 

1 T Niezborala POL 1020 +290 

2 A Neubauer SVK 1020 +286 

3 K Szoke HUN 1020 +140 

F1B   17 flew  10 full scores 

1 A Krawiec POL 1020 +360 24m 

2 S Stefanchuk UKR 1020 +360 6m 

3 O Kosylo (J) UKR 1020 +360 3m 

4 M Kovalenko UKR 1020 +360 2m 

5 B Gostojic SRB 1020 +360 1m 

6 S Gostojic SRB 1020 +360 0m 

F1B-Junior   2 flew  2 full scores 

1 O Kosylo UKR 1020 +360 3m 
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F1C   8 flew  4 full scores 

1 V Aleksandrov UKR 1020 +203 

2 O Gryshkov UKR 1020 +202 

3 B Bauer HUN 1020 +193 

4 D Raic SRB 1020 +186 

F1Q   10 flew 

1 F Gradi ITA 1020 +360 22m 

2 C Gianni ITA 1020 +355 0m 

3 F Ceccarini ITA 976 

4 B Lorant (J) HUN 933 

F1Q-Junior   1 flew 

1 B Lorant HUN 933 

JUTLAND HEATH CUP, VIBORG, 
DENMARK, JUNE 7 

F1A   11 flew 

1 E Niemierski GER 900 +180 226m 

2 P Rasmussen DEN 900 +180 92m 

3 J Larsen DEN 888 

4 A Niemierski (J) GER 850 

5 T Otte DEN 824 

F1A-Junior   2 flew 

1 A Niemierski GER 850 

F1B   6 flew 

1 D Larsen NOR 900 

2 V Nereng NOR 840 

3 A Kutvonen FIN 821 

F1Q   2 flew 

1 S Limberger GER 865 

Peter Rasmissen and Erik Niemierski before the Jutland 

Heath F1A flyoff 

 

DANISH CUP, VIBORG, DENMARK, JUNE 8 

F1A   10 flew` 

1 E Niemierski GER 900 +180 

2 T Otte DEN 900 +122 

3 T Weimer GER 900 +94 

4 L Jensen DEN 875 

5 S Jensen DEN 864 

F1A-Junior   2 flew 

1 A Niemierski GER 675 

F1B   4 flew  2 full scores 

1 D Larsen NOR 900 +180 130m 

2 V Nereng NOR 900 +180 36m 

F1Q   1 flew 

1 P Grunnet DEN 789 

HARGHITA CUP, SALONTA, ROMANIA, 
JUNE 21 

F1A   34 flew 

1 P Findahl SWE 900 +506 

2 D Fric CZE 900 +502 

3 V Rossler CZE 900 +428 

4 J Sion ROU 900 +414 

5 M Mandichev BUL 900 +405 

6 Y Grushkovskiy UKR 900 +295 

7 D Bonnot ROU 886 

8 O Pshenychnyy UKR 870 

9 T Horvath HUN 841 

10 S Szijjarto ROU 824 

F1A-Junior   4 flew 

1 L Csikar HUN 785 

2 S Vranjes BIH 760 

F1B   8 flew 

1 S Stefanchuk UKR 540 +401 

2 A Krawiek POL 540 +393 

3 B Suranyi ROU 540 +378 

4 J Cihak CZE 540 +344 

F1B-Junior   1 flew 

1 S Ciprian ROU 284 

F1C   2 flew 

1 S Katyba UKR 540 +210 

F1Q   7 flew 

1 I Fodor HUN 720 +93 

2 M Varadi HUN 720 +60 

3 A Buzas HUN 676 

4 M Notaros HUN 664 

F1Q-Junior   1 flew 

1 B Csaba HUN 297 

SWEDISH CUP, MYSINGE HAG, SWEDEN, 
JUNE 28 

F1A   6 flew 

1 P Findahl SWE 900 

2 O Findahl SWE 895 

3 K Huber SWE 832 

F1B   1 flew 

1 P Johansson SWE 758 

ALVARET CUP, MYSINGE HAG, SWEDEN, 
JUNE 29 

F1A   6 flew 

1 K Huber SWE 720 

2 P Findahl SWE 688 

3 A Segerstrom SWE 659 

F1B   1 flew 

1 P Johansson SWE 468 

MEMORIAL GUIDO VETTORAZZO, BOSCO 
CHIESANUOVA (VR), ITALY, MAY 17 

F1E   27 flew 

1 A Trachez FRA 479.17 

2 L Jean FRA 465.00 

3 A Winker GER 449.58 

4 F Brumat ITA 445.42 

5 F Wankerl GER 440.83 

6 O Ducassou-Drapeau (J) FRA 440.00 

7 T Hlavinka CZE 437.08 

8 S Masarczyk POL 427.91 

9 M Fisr CZE 425.00 
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F1E-Junior   6 flew 

1 O Ducassou-Drapeau FRA 440.00 

2 A Bratu ROU 404.17 

3 B Bica ROU 388.34 

VOLARE LESSINI, BOSCO CHIESANUOVA 
(VR), ITALY, MAY 18 

F1E   28 flew 

1 A Mereuta (J) ROU 500.00 +349 

2 M Straffelini ITA 500.00 +342 

3 G Berto ITA 500.00 +209 

4 A Trachez FRA 500.00 +123 

5 A Winker GER 500.00 +58 

6 A Bratu (J) ROU 484.17 

7 O Ducassou-Drapeau (J) FRA 482.08 

8 S Masarczyk POL 475.83 

F1E-Junior   6 flew 

1 A Mereuta ROU 500.00 +349 

2 A Bratu ROU 484.17 

3 O Ducassou-Drapeau FRA 482.08 

COMMENTS BY PAUL MASTERMAN 

This year’s Crookham Gala, Sunday 29 June 

Quite a day! While this is written entirely as a domestic opinion, 

I suspect there are many readers who will nod their heads in 

agreement on some of the observations, especially when they 

accept the statistics regarding our model flying community and 

how we fit into the world around us. 

The BMFA in general and the Free Flight Technical Committee 

in particular have been grieving over the problems of 

participation in events and late last year they held a seminar at 

the Buckminster headquarters, inviting enthusiasts to attend and 

voice their opinions on how best to rectify the situation.  

Attendance was far from mediocre and the outcome of the day 

was probably best described as ‘beta minus’.  Given that 

attendees were effectively given what was a blank sheet of 

paper, it turned out that the Committee, after lunch, offered 

participants a list of questions they had devised and asked for a 

show of hands to accept or reject the implied suggestions.  The 

outcome of the pole then gave the Committee some guidance to 

come up with a plan for re-invigorating the contest scene in ’25. 

Perhaps it’s not surprising that the reaction to the Committee’s 

eventual proposals were, at best, lukewarm.  However, given the 

very short time-span for amendment before the calendar of 

events was due to commence, the practical outcome was that, 

come hell and high water, the plan would proceed and that a 

further re-appraisal would take place in the light of experience 

gained during the year.  To encourage people to accept their 

calendar, they instituted a Winter Gala to be held early in the 

year to gauge reactions to the plan.  Given it was the winter 

season, attendance was somewhat sparce, with thirteen 

recording scores in five of the six proposed new classifications 

but given that three committee members turned up 

enthusiastically, we have to bear in mind it was a guide, but not 

a corollary.   

I dare say there are quite a few ‘arm-chair’ flyers who have spent 

time this year, examining the results sheets available on the 

official website.  Although we are somewhere halfway through 

the year, the most depressing statistic gleaned so far is that we 

have across the United Kingdom the sum total of 60 participants 

to date.  So we have the interesting fact that, as free-flighters, we 

occupy less that one in a million of the national population.  I’m 

aware that free flight is a specialist game, but not that specialist. 

What about the Crookham event, then?  A little more history 

first.  Among a number of doubters as to the effect of the 

Committee’s proposals was the Crookham Chair, Chris Redrup.  

Given that the Committee had held discussions earlier this year 

with some of those expressing concern as to how the proposals 

would work out (without the Committee making any 

modifications to their mandate) and initiating a webinar to 

promulgate further discussion, the Crookham contest was 

presented as an opportunity to test out some alternative means 

of improving the competitive nature of the game.  The first ‘plus’ 

was that Salisbury Plain weather turned up trumps.  The second 

was that turnout was remarkably supportive.  The third was that 

Committee Secretary Simon Dixon was there to compete; later 

in the morning another flyer played the compliment of attending, 

while test-flying his F1C ships before the European 

championships to come. 

If we accept the first self-evident obstacle the Committee were 

keen to address – lack of entries – their plan to combine classes, 

thereby lumping groups of contestants together and so 

increasing the numbers in any particular classification, has had 

a mixed response.  Their plan provided six groups, Open; FAI; 

Vintage/Classic; Mini; Micro; and HLG/CLG.  The detractors 

claimed that the variations in performance within these divisions 

would create anomalies, unless some means was devised to 

‘level the playing field’. This was not accepted by the 

Committee.  Indeed the Committee’s view was coloured by the 

crowd at the Buckminster event expressing disapproval of the 

introduction of so-called ‘K’ factors!  Now, with the benefit of 

the 20-20 view, this was the disaster waiting to happen. 

As will be seen from the encouraging turn-out on the Plain for 

the Crookham event the contests were restricted to simply two; 

Combined Maxi and Combined Mini. Each had three flights 

with 150 seconds and 120 second maxes, respectively.  To ‘level 

the playing field’ among Power events, there was a range of 

permitted engine runs, while within the Mini grouping, ‘K’ 

factors were included for four model types - Classic A1; P30; 

P20 and E20. 

One particular success so far this year, and reflected in the 

Crookham contest, appears to be the commanding interest in the 

Combined Mini classification.  While this may be partly placed 

at the door of there being thirteen specific model groups, 

compared with seven for Maxi, A two minute max is also 

encouraging for the old folks, as a help with retrieval.  The ‘joy’ 

for striding through the hay is an additional constraint on the 

Plain, of course.  The bovines do their best, but we can’t expect 

miracles. 

It will be interesting to see and hear what this year’s experiment 

provides for the Committee when proposing their calendar for 

’26.  With a bit of luck, the next Buckminster event will have 

the PA system in place so that all attendees can actually hear the 

contributions from speakers.  Last year, hearing one word in ten 

was a bonus. 

NEWS FROM BMFA TECH COMMITTEE 

Calendar 

Note that the Southern Gala and East Anglia Gala have switch 

dates compared to the dates published at the beginning of the 

year. The details are: 

July 26 or 27 

Salisbury Plain 

BMFA Southern Gala. G1-Open, 

G3-Vintage/Classic, G4-Mini, G5-Micro, 

G6-HLG/CLG. Contact: Chris Redrup 

chrisredrup@yahoo.com  

August 9 or 10 

Sculthorpe 

BMFA East Anglian Gala. G1-Open 

(Hamley), G3-Vintage/Classic, G4-Mini, 

G5-Micro, G6-HLG/CLG.. Contact: 

Mike Woodhouse 

michaelwoodhouse1942@gmail.com  

https://maps.google.co.uk/maps?q=51%C2%B011%E2%80%9929.53%E2%80%9DN,+1%C2%B057%E2%80%9932.59%E2%80%9DW&hl=en&ie=UTF8&sll=53.800651,-4.064941&sspn=6.581428,16.699219&t=h&z=16
mailto:chrisredrup@yahoo.com
mailto:michaelwoodhouse1942@gmail.com

