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FFn DIARY 

An FFn Subscription Renewal Form is included on the last page of this issue 
 

November 7 

Lost Hills, 

California, USA 

Kotuku Cup of New Zealand.  F1E  World 

Cup event. Contact: Brian van nest, tel: 

+1760937017, eml: bisheatf1a@gmail.com   

web https://sen.faifreeflight.org/   

November 8-9 

Zenica, Bosnia-

Herzegovina 

5th Murat Šarkinović Memorial. F1N  

World Cup event. Contact: Ferid Zilić, tel: 

+38762628108, email: 

aeroklubzenica@outlook.com   or 

ferid_z@hotmail.com   web 

https://www.facebook.com/aeroklubzenica

/   

November22-23 

Slanic Prahova, 

Romania 

Otto Hints Memorial. F1D  World Cup 

event. Contact: Szijjarto Szilard, tel: 

+40731106745, email: office@frmd.ro   or 

szijjartoszilard@yahoo.com   

December 18 

Urim, Israel 

Negev Open. F1A F1B F1C F1Q  World 

Cup event. Contact: Ron Miasnikov, tel: 

+0524545459, email: Ron@aeroclub.org.il   

or ron.miasnikov@gmail.com   web 

https://www.aeroclub.org.il   

December 19-20 

Urim, Israel 

Hannukah Open. F1A F1B F1C F1Q  World 

Cup event. Contact: Ron Miasnikov, tel: 

+972524545459, email: 

Ron@aeroclub.org.il   or 

ron.miasnikov@gmail.com   web 

https://www.aeroclub.org.il   

 

 

 

Yuan Gao’s F1C 

From FFDU with thanks, Malcomb Campbell   
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FFN 

Please note that there is a subscription renewal form with this 

issue. Please renew your subscription because this is the last 

issue of your subscription unless your name is on the list of 

people paid up to a future date. 

Normally the current year NFFS Symposium Report would be 

available by November. However, this year nothing has yet 

arrived. 

The CIAM Bureau meeting takes place on the first weekend in 

December and so the December FFn will issued later in the 

month to include news from that meeting. 

LOST HILLS IN OCTOBER 

Ian Kaynes 

The October event have fewer competitors than the February 

event. This year people on licences from Bosnia Herzegovina, 

China, Mongolia, UK, and a contingent from Denmark. The 

usual problem with the weather is often that although it has light 

winds it is too hot and dusty. This year had more varied weather: 

maximum temperature was only about 30C and some days 

cooler than that. There were several days with the usual light and 

variable breezes but there were also days with strong wind. 

The first event was Sierra Cup F1E and this had the usual 

variable wind. We flew into the pit all day on a 150s max and 

towards the end of the day there were periods when the forecast 

north-west wind prevailed, which is almost downwind for flying 

into the pit. Mike McKeever won with three maxes and two 

dropped flights of more than 100s, beating Brian van Nest who 

had four maxes but more serious drop of a 43s flight, which if I 

remember correctly went west and over the wrong side of the 

hill. 

The following day was for Kotuku Cup F1E with a promising 

forecast of a west or north-west wind which would have meant 

flying over the steep side of the hill facing west. However, while 

the direction was correct the strength was between 12 and 14 

m/s -so difficult to stand let alone fly F1E. So the event was 

postponed, initially possibly to the Monday reserve date but now 

fixed for November 7. 

There followed two days of Mini flying and soon after dawn the 

strong wind had more or less dropped to a light wind.. I missed 

seeing any of the action because I used the first day for checking 

my F1E and F1Q models and on the second mini day I finished 

trimming my best F1Q model Q214 which had been damaged in 

February and not tested after the repairs. After about 15 flights I 

had it apparently flying OK, but it is difficult tell when all the 

afternoon flights were made in strong Lost Hills thermals.  

Thus the next day I went out before the start of the Sierra Cup to 

test it in still air and it made a steady flight with good climb and 

glide and made more than 4 minutes (good for one of my 

models). For the contest I flew after  timing another’s flight, 

when I came round to fly there was some air movement and I 

dropped 32 seconds from the first 4 minute max. The next 4 

minute max was easy in lift and also the first 3 minute flight. 

This flight went about 1.2km as the wind had now increased 

towards 5 m/s and flying from the position near to the new 

central camp site the models were going towards the orchard.  

When I went to fly for round 4 one of the battery connections in 

the model had broken, so I replaced the loom of power leads 

connecting the battery to the energy limiter and ESC. A ground 

test run showed the power operation and RDT all worked OK so 

I flew and again found strong lift. The model took some time to 

come down and as it came down was not seen in front of the 

orchard. I was not concerned until I looked at my GPS receiver 

and found it had switched off for low battery. Never, mind I have 

a reserve but when I switched that on the only position it gave 

for Q214 was from the previous day’s flying.  I went down the 

orchard on the hope that the model was in a awkward direction 

for GPS transmission, but still no signal. Although well away 

from the area of the power leads that I had replaced, I must have 

in some way disturbed the GPS connection (one thing I did not 

check after working on the model). I had to use my second 

choice model for the next round and found an even stronger 

thermal which took a time to come down and landed 1.9km 

away. I was hoping that it was beyond the orchard but it was 

about 100m inside from the far edge. I was only a few metres 

away when I saw the model, which did not augur well for finding 

Q214. Having seen the extent of the orchard and with the trees 

about 7m apart in rows that were also 7m apart I estimate it had 

about 10000 trees. That model was slightly damaged getting it 

down from the tree so for the last 2 flights I flew an old direct-

drive model which has a poor climb which in the stronger wind 

was even worse with the first half turn keeping very low, but the 

air picking saved both of them and they easily maxed.  I was 

surprised to find that I had won with some other people 

(including the welcome 3 juniors flying together) having 

stopped flying before the last round.  

In the other classes there were two full scores in F1A and F1C 

and seven in F1B. These were held the following morning from 

the same site in pleasant early morning conditions. After that it 

was time for the Kotuku Cup run by Brian van Nest, with the 

complication that he wanted to run the event from the 

northernmost position, which entailed a delay while moving to 

the new site. It was more comfortable distance from the orchard, 

but the wind stayed quite light for the whole day. I chose to 

search the orchard all day instead of flying (without success). 

There was a complete reversal in F1Q which was won by the 

three juniors who had stopped flying the day before, beating all 

the experienced seniors. After flyoffs Jim Parker won the 4 

person F1A flyoff (including 2 juniors), Alex Andriukov won 

F1B in a 6  person flyoff, again including 2 juniors. F1C was 

won by World Cup leading Chinese flyer Yuan Gao without a 

flyoff. 

SIERRA CUP, LOST HILLS, CALIFORNIA, 
USA, OCTOBER 11 

F1A   19 flew 

1 R Puhakka USA 1260 +337 
2 M Dorjjigjid MGL 1260 +270 
3 J Parker USA 1257 
4 G Goldstein USA 1244 
5 T Otte DEN 1206 
5 B Van Nest USA 1206 
7 J Pecenkovic BIH 1200 

F1A-Junior   4 flew 

1 J Mah-Gersting USA 1149 
2 J Kim USA 1116 

F1B   17 flew 

1 B Jensen USA 1260 +497 
2 A Andriukov USA 1260 +477 
3 J Fitch USA 1260 +458 
4 H Dong CHN 1260 +424 
5 D Perkins USA 1260 +341 
6 J Nyhegn DEN 1260 +287 
7 M Kruse USA 1260 +264 
8 A Alagiri (J) USA 1240 

F1B-Junior   3 flew 

1 A Alagiri USA 1240 
2 R Bharadwaj USA 840 

F1C   5 flew 

1 Y Gao CHN 1260 +420 
2 T Reynolds USA 1260 +328 

3 J Ellington USA 1238 
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F1Q   10 flew 

1 I Kaynes GBR 1229 

2 C Brooks USA 1198 

3 B Tarcher USA 1158 

4 J Murphy USA 1082 

F1Q-Junior   4 flew 

1 K Lin USA 811 

2 L Park USA 660 

Sierra Cup mini  October 9 

F1G   11 flew 
1 W Zhang (J) CHN 600 180 217 

2 J Fitch USA 600 180 158 

3 B Guest USA 600 180 147 

4 P Brocks USA 599 

5 M Pykeiny USA 595 

6 W Giho  584 

F1H  3 flew 
1 B Jenson USA 558 

2 D Liu USA 262 

3 T Wang USA 137 

F1S    9 flew 

1 J Murphy 534 

2 C Brooks 517 

3 J VanNest 513 

4 B Tarcher 480 

F1E   6 flew   October 7 

1 M Mckeever USA 469.33 

2 B Van Nest USA 430.28 

3 D Perkins USA 399.52 

KOTUKU CUP OF NEW ZEALAND, LOST 
HILLS, CALIFORNIA, USA, OCTOBER 12 

F1A   21 flew 

1 J Parker USA 1380 +304 

2 S Malkhasyan USA 1380 +296 

3 D Son (J) USA 1380 +180 

4 A Appajappa (J) USA 1380 +144 

5 E Pecenkovic USA 1368 

6 M Dorjjigjid MGL 1355 

7 J Pecenkovic BIH 1350 

8 J Gersting USA 1330 

9 T Otte DEN 1302 

F1A-Junior   3 flew  2 full scores 

1 D Son USA 1380 +180 

2 A Appajappa USA 1380 +144 

F1B   18 flew 

1 A Andriukov USA 1380 +441 

2 J Nyhen DEN 1380 +429 

3 A Alagiri (J) USA 1380 +412 

4 W Ghio USA 1380 +362 

5 M Schroedter USA 1380 +361 

6 A Lin (J) USA 1380 +308 

7 M Davis USA 1370 

8 S Jensen DEN 1350 

F1B-Junior   3 flew  2 full scores 

1 A Alagiri USA 1380 +412 

2 A Lin USA 1380 +308 

F1C   4 flew 

1 Y Gao CHN 1284 

2 G Menanno USA 758 

F1Q   9 flew 

1 M Zayats (J) USA 1366 

2 A Alagiri (J) USA 1322 

3 L Park (J) USA 1308 

4 J Murphy USA 1288 

F1Q-Junior   4 flew 

1 M Zayats USA 1366 

2 A Alagiri USA 1322 

Kotuku Cup Mini  October 10 

F1G  5 flew 
1 B Guest USA 600 +180 +360 +360 

2 J Fitch USA 600 +180 +360 +329 

3 T Odell USA 600 +180 +360 +305 

4 W Ghio USA 600 +180 +360 +297 

5 P Brocks USA 600 +180 +315 

F1H   3 flew 
1 B Jenson USA 600 
2 D Liu USA 281 
3 T Wang USA 249 

F1J   3 flew 

1 R Secor USA 600 
2 T Reynold USA 587 
3 T Kerger USA 466 

F1S   7 flew 

1 J VanNest USA 600 +120 

2 G Menanno USA 600 +94 

3 J Murphy USA 600 +74 

4 L Edmondson USA 597 

CANADIAN WORLD CUP EVENTS, 
TOTTENHAM, ONTARIO, CANADA, SEP 6-7 

Canada Cup, September 6 

F1A   4 flew 

1 J Danier CAN 900 

2 C Lenartowicz CAN 755 

F1B   3 flew 

1 T Mathews CAN 891 

2 A Schlosberg USA 869 

F1C   2 flew 

1 R Pecherkiy CAN 508 

Huron Cup, September 7 

F1A   2 flew 

1 V Nikolajevas CAN 831 

F1B   2 flew 

1 P Mackenzie CAN 900 

F1C   3 flew 

1 R Grulinski CAN 406 

2 R Pecherskiy CAN 277 

F1Q   1 flew 

1 A Schlossberg USA 706 

ZABOKREKY CUP, NADLICE, SLOVAKIA, 
SEPTEMBER 20 

F1A   56 flew  26 full scores 

1 J Vosejpka CZE 900 +240 34m 

2 D Fric CZE 900 +240 33m 

2 L Najdoski (J) MKD 900 +240 33m 

4 P Papez CZE 900 +240 31m 

4 H Kosma SWE 900 +240 31m 

6 M Hrast SLO 900 +240 30m 

7 V Papez CZE 900 +240 25m 

8 M Zagora CZE 900 +240 21m 

9 F Kusaiev UKR 900 +240 16m 

10 G Meglaj CRO 900 +240 15m 

F1A-Junior   12 flew  4 full scores 

1 L Najdoski MKD 900 +240 33m 

2 S Vranjes BIH 900 +240 4m 

3 R Bozik SVK 900 +131 
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F1B   29 flew  20 full scores 

1 A Krawiec POL 900 +240 81m 

2 O Kulakovsky UKR 900 +240 55m 

3 J Cihak CZE 900 +240 48m 

4 P Fejt CZE 900 +240 31m 

4 V Urban CZE 900 +240 31m 

4 M Seifert GER 900 +240 31m 

7 M Marilier FRA 900 +240 23m 

7 V Tomljanovic CRO 900 +240 23m 

9 O Kulakovsky UKR 900 +240 21m 

F1B-Junior   5 flew  3 full scores 

1 M Tanner GER 900 +240 12m 

2 J Cierech POL 900 +228 

3 S Ryz CZE 900 +184 

F1C   5 flew  3 full scores 

1 M Gasiorowski POL 900 +120 83m 

2 J Seren GER 900 +120 77m 

F1Q   10 flew  5 full scores 

1 M Tietz GER 900 +180 60m 

2 R Wagner POL 900 +180 43m 

3 I Fodor HUN 900 +180 28m 

4 F Jedrysiak (J) POL 900 +180 8m 

F1Q-Junior   3 flew 

1 F Jedrysiak POL 900 +180 8m 

2 W Bartel POL 849 

HOGO CUP, NADLICE, SLOVAKIA, 
SEPTEMBER 21 

F1A   43 flew  28 full scores 

1 M Hrast SLO 570 +120 145m 
2 J Zajic (J) CZE 570 +120 112m 
3 M Slys POL 570 +120 109m 
4 Y Grushkovskiy UKR 570 +120 105m 
5 F Halicki (J) POL 570 +120 101m 
5 M Sivonen FIN 570 +120 101m 

F1A-Junior   11 flew  9 full scores 

1 J Zajic CZE 570 +120 112m 
2 F Halicki POL 570 +120 101m 
3 V Ivanco SVK 570 +120 63m 

F1B   20 flew  19 full scores 

1 M Seifert GER 570 +120 164m 
2 A Pakoca POL 570 +120 136m 
3 A Krawiec POL 570 +120 125m 
4 M Kovalenko UKR 570 +120 124m 
5 V Tomljanovic CRO 570 +120 118m 

F1B-Junior   3 flew  3 full scores 

1 S Ryz CZE 570 +120 109m 

F1C   4 flew 

1 M Gasiorowski POL 540 +120 24m 
2 S Bauer HUN 540 +120 2m 

F1Q   7 flew  4 full scores 

1 P Seren GER 570 +120 71m 
2 R Wagner POL 570 +120 31m 
3 W Urs SUI 570 +120 1m 

F1Q-Junior   3 flew 

1 W Bartel POL 570 +100 

PRILEP CUP, PRILEP, NORTH MACEDONIA, 
SEPTEMBER 27 

F1A   23 flew 

1 S Savic SRB 1020 +240 46m 

2 L Najdoski (J) MKD 1020 +240 43m 

3 S Vranjes (J) BIH 1020 +240 41m 

4 M Yordanov BUL 1020 +240 15m 

5 N Stoshikj MKD 1020 +240 10m 

6 T Weimer GER 1020 +34 

7 N Batocanin SRB 1009 

F1A-Junior   7 flew 

1 L Najdoski MKD 1020 +240 43m 
2 S Vranjes BIH 1020 +240 41m 
3 D Peykov BUL 956 

F1B   13 flew 

1 B Gostojic SRB 1020 +240 39m 
2 S Sabo CRO 1020 +240 29m 
3 P Sarkinovic BIH 1020 +240 10m 
4 M Gurer TUR 1015 

F1C   6 flew 

1 B Bijelic SRB 1020 +185 
2 D Raic SRB 1020 +173 
3 S Janovic SRB 1015 

F1Q   5 flew  2 full scores 

1 V Peykov BUL 900 +135 
2 V Minev BUL 900 +78 

MACEDONIA WORLD CUP, PRILEP, NORTH 
MACEDONIA, SEPT 28 

F1A   24 flew 
1 S Savic SRB 1020 +120 54m 
2 B Dimeski MKD 1020 +120 40m 
3 V Hristov BUL 1020 +120 2m 
4 N Stoshikj MKD 1020 +120 
4 M Mandichev BUL 1020 +120 
6 S Vranjes (J) BIH 1020 +98 
7 M Yordanov BUL 1009 

F1A-Junior   7 flew 

1 S Vranjes BIH 1020 +98 
2 L Najdoski MKD 1008 
3 D Peykov BUL 959 

F1B   10 flew 

1 P Sarkinovic BIH 1020 +120 48m 
2 M Gurer TUR 1020 +120 40m 
3 B Gostojic SRB 1020 +120 11m 
4 S Sabo CRO 980 

F1C   6 flew 

1 S Janovic SRB 1020 
2 P Genchev BUL 1007 
3 D Raic SRB 976 

F1Q   5 flew 

1 V Peykov BUL 900 
2 V Minev BUL 777 

ANATOLIAN FREE FLIGHT CUP, ANKARA, 
TURKEY, OCTOBER 3-5 

F1A   11 flew 

1 O Sevgi TUR 1013 

2 Y Olgun TUR 955 

3 S Gurer TUR 950 

4 S Erguner TUR 829 

5 M Ozuduru TUR 799 

F1A-Junior   1 flew 

1 I Yirtar TUR 732 

F1B   6 flew 

1 A Nayin TUR 985 

2 M Gurer TUR 893 

3 M Yildiz TUR 759 

HEREND CUP, TAPOLCA, HUNGARY, 
OCTOBER 11-12 

F1A   24 flew 

1 M Hrast SLO 780 +120 128m 

2 I Bombek CRO 780 +120 28m 

3 H Niezborala POL 780 +100 

4 T Niezborala (J) POL 780 +56 

5 J Guti HUN 780 +51 

6 G Vasas HUN 778 
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F1A-Junior   7 flew 

1 T Niezborala POL 780 +56 

2 M Habjanic SLO 728 

3 F Halicki POL 712 

F1B   2 flew 

1 V Tomljanovic CRO 769 

F1C   6 flew 

1 S Bauer HUN 780 +135 

2 S Janovic SRB 780 +129 

3 B Bauer HUN 745 

F1Q   3 flew 

1 A Jancso HUN 749 

2 G Milak HUN 727 

KRKA CUP, SENTJERNEJ, NOVO MESTO, 
SLOVENIA, OCTOBER 18 

F1A   45 flew   19 full scores 

1 J Vosejpka CZE 1020 +120 101m 

2 R Holzleitner AUT 1020 +120 100m 

3 D Fric CZE 1020 +120 91m 

4 R Lesko CRO 1020 +120 84m 

5 D Sauter GER 1020 +120 80m 

6 D Terlep SLO 1020 +120 79m 

F1A-Junior   14 flew  5 full scores 

1 F Halicki POL 1020 +120 73m 

2 T Niezborala POL 1020 +120 70m 

3 M Habjanic SLO 1020 +120 

F1B   17 flew  9 full scores 

1 V Tomljanovic CRO 1020 +120 118m 

2 B Skibicki POL 1020 +120 107m 

3 A Krawiec POL 1020 +120 105m +120 93m 

4 E Gorban UKR 1020 +120 105m +120 79m 

5 S Skibicki POL 1020 +120 104m 

F1C   6 flew 

1 A Sarkany HUN 1020 +120 98m 

2 V Sychov SLO 1020 +120 67m 

3 D Jermol CRO 984 

SLO CUP, SENTJERNEJ, NOVO MESTO, 
SLOVENIA, OCTOBER 19 

F1A   42 flew  15 full scores 

1 R Lesko CRO 1020 +240 87m 

2 D Sauter GER 1020 +240 71m 

3 D Fric CZE 1020 +240 57m 

4 V Bajorat GER 1020 +240 48m 

5 R Holzleitner AUT 1020 +240 40m 

6 M Sivonen FIN 1020 +240 34m 

7 M Hrast SLO 1020 +240 30m 

8 S Zachara SVK 1020 +240 15m 

8 T Niezborala (J) POL 1020 +240 15m 

10 G Meglaj CRO 1020 +240 4m 

F1A-Junior   13 flew 

1 T Niezborala POL 1020 +240 15m 

2 A Neubauer SVK 1020 +240 1m 

3 L Najdoski MKD 980 

F1B   16 flew  7 full scores 

1 E Gorban UKR 1020 +180 74m 

2 E Dag NOR 1020 +180 73m 

3 V Urban CZE 1020 +180 72m 

4 S Skibicki POL 1020 +180 50m 

5 V Tomljanovic CRO 1020 +180 48m 

6 T Bortne NOR 1020 +180 46m 

F1C   4 flew 

1 V Sychov SLO 1020 

2 A Sarkany HUN 1000 

PHOENIX CUP, KAVADARCI, NORTH 
MACEDONIA, OCTOBER 4 

F1N   32 flew 

1 D Ozimec CRO 51.80 51.60 51.20 154.60 

2 V Rosonoks LAT 52.60 46.40 45.70 144.70 

3 M Ozimec CRO 48.10 47.30 46.50 141.90 

4 D Orsovai HUN 48.30 46.50 45.40 140.20 

F1N-Junior   12 flew 

1 A Cernaks LAT 40.80 40.60 36.50 117.90 

2 J Resetar CRO 36.60 36.50 35.30 108.40 

3 J Gregic CRO 35.10 34.50 34.00 103.60 

NIMBUS CUP, KAVADARCI, NORTH 
MACEDONIA, OCTOBER 5 

F1N   30 flew 

1 V Rosonoks LAT 50.10 50.00 46.90 147.00 

2 D Cernaks LAT 45.90 45.30 44.70 135.90 

3 N Popovic SRB 51.10 47.50 36.20 134.80 

4 D Orsovai HUN 46.10 44.50 42.00 132.60 

F1N-Junior   12 flew 

1 A Cernaks LAT 39.50 39.40 38.80 117.70 

2 J Gregic CRO 37.60 37.20 37.00 111.80 

3 N Lazars LAT 36.60 36.30 35.20 108.10 

KUP SLAVONIJE I BARANJE, TENJA, 
CROATIA, OCTOBER 18 

F1N   33 flew 

1 M Balasko CRO 53.30 51.10 50.30 154.70 

2 I Herman CRO 55.70 52.00 46.80 154.50 

3 D Ozimec CRO 52.50 48.40 48.00 148.90 

4 S Moze SLO 51.50 46.20 45.00 142.70 

F1N-Junior   11 flew 

1 I Vragovic CRO 48.00 41.70 37.50 127.20 

2 J Gregic CRO 39.80 38.30 36.70 114.80 

3 L Svedruzic CRO 39.60 36.70 35.40 111.70 

F1 WORLD CUP 

With only a few events now remaining this year, the latest 

positions in the outdoor events of the World Cup are: 

F1A F1A Junior 

1 E Ragot FRA 2424 1 T Niezborala POL 2171 

2 J Danier CAN 2342 2 L Najdoski MKD 2055 

3 V Rossler CZE 2288 3 S  Vranjes BIH 2022 

F1B F1B Junior   

1 O KulakovskyUKR 2394 1 O Kosylo UKR 2145 

2 A Andriukov USA 2291 2 El Rigault FRA 2004 

3 A Krawiec POL 2226 3 S  Ryz CZE 1959 

F1C  

1 Y Gao CHN 2129 

2 B Bijelic SRB 2017 

3 A Avirmed MGL 1909 

F1Q F1Q Junior 

1 I F Varadiner HUN 2222 1 L Buzas HUN 2002 

2 F Gradi ITA 2212 2 N Tsogtbaater  MGL 1252 

3 M Varadi HUN 2044 3 A Alagiri USA 907 

F1E F1E Junior   

1 J-L Drapeau FRA 2174 1 P Bryja POL 1908 

2 V Vladev BUL 2102 2 O D-Drapeau FRA 1693 

3 E Gorban UKR 2040 3 D Mesaros ROU 1620 
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The following two items are from NFFS Digest with thank. 

The first article is from their reprint of The Max-Out, the  

newsletter of the Colorado Club The Magnificent Mountain 

Men. 

BINOCULARS AND EYEGLASSES EYE-
RELIEF & EYE-CUPS  

John McGrath and Bestbinocularsreview.com  

I had a short discussion about this with Karren at the field not 

long ago because she’d been experiencing something with 

which I have great familiarity: trying to achieve happiness with 

binoculars while wearing glasses.  

Using binoculars with glasses is a pain. I spent many of my 

formative years with a heavy 7 x 50 brick around my neck 

staring off into the dark for hours on end looking for things not 

to hit with the pointy end of the ship. The choices were either to 

remove your glasses and adjust the binoculars to meet your 

prescription, or to keep your glasses on and accept a smaller field 

of view. It was awful, because whipping your glasses on and off 

constantly is really not practical, and a smaller field isn’t 

acceptable either. It was the devil’s choice.  

When I got into free flight I went looking for binoculars, 

thinking that I was just going to have to suffer with the same 

issues I’d had previously. I did some research and learned about 

Eye Relief , which is the critical design feature to look at if 

you’re a glasses wearer. The following is excerpted from 

Bestbinocularsreviews.com . I recommend finding the article 

and reading it in its entirety. In the article the question is posed, 

“What’s the workaround for eyeglass wearers?”  

The link: https://www.bestbinocularsreviews.com/blog/eye-

relief-eyeglasses-binoculars-11/  The following is an extract: 

What is eye relief?  

Eye relief is the optimum distance between the ocular 

lens on the instrument and your eyes when using your 

binoculars. Any good quality binocular will come with 

adjustable eye-cups that enable you to get this distance 

just right so that you can see the full image without any 

dark rings forming on the edges. [If you’re not wearing 

glasses…Ed.]  

For those that don’t need or wear glasses, the usual 

setting is to just have these eye-cups fully extended as 

the manufacturer usually designs the binocular so that 

the optimal eye-relief is at the same distance as the 

amount the eye-cups can extend. However, as we know 

different people have different shaped faces and so 

being able to micro-adjust them to get the distance 

exactly right for you can be important.  

If you do wear eyeglasses, you should pay extra 

attention to the quoted maximum amount of eye relief. 

This is because your glasses sitting in between your face 

and the binocular increases the distance between the 

ocular lenses and your eye.  

Thus most eye-glass wearers will need to twist or fold 

(depending on the type) the eye-cups down because your 

glasses take up the eye-relief space instead of the eye-

cups.  

So it is important that you get a pair of binoculars with 

enough eye-relief to allow for this:  

How Much Eye-relief is Enough?  

Most binoculars have an eye relief of greater than 

10mm, but for most eye-glass wearers this is not enough 

to ensure that you get the full image and can comfortably 

see the full uninterrupted field of view without any dark 

rings on the edges.  

In  to my experience, to be considered to have long eye 

relief and enough for those who wear glasses, you 

should be looking for a binocular that has at-least 16mm 

and ideally a little more.  

Sure, an eye relief of 14 to 15mm is enough for some, 

but ideally and to be more certain I suggest that you 

should look for binoculars that have more eye relief than 

this. These days there are many instruments that have 

17, 18, and even 21mm. 

In my shopping around, I found a nice lightweight set of Nikon 

ProStaff 8 x 42 binoculars with an of 20.8 mm * . The 

magnification is better than 7 x 50’s, and because of the great 

eye relief they allow me a complete field of view when wearing 

my glasses. For acquiring a model that’s in the air and getting 

smaller, I love them. 

*---- Current price in UK about £120. 

 

STARSTREAK E36 

Starstreak takes the ingenious force balance created by Brian 

Faulker in the 1950s with his groundbreaking Sunstreak and 

combines it with modern materials and structural design to 

create one of the highest performing small power models ever.  

Twice, in 2023 and 2025, it has run up long strings of maxes in 

E36 to demonstrate its incredible still air performance in 

national competition.  

In addition it has become a perennial junior E36 winner, 

displaying its ease of use and forgiving handling.  

The carbon turbulator spars greatly strengthen its wing to handle 

adverse conditions and the hottest powerplants. Starstreak isn't 

a one trick pony either; it can also handle powerful 1/2A engines 

for AMA Power and Classic Gas. The unique pylon design 

provides a neat space for electric power systems, batteries, 

timers, and trackers so that nothing is left flapping in the breeze.  

https://www.bestbinocularsreviews.com/blog/eye-relief-eyeglasses-binoculars-11/
https://www.bestbinocularsreviews.com/blog/eye-relief-eyeglasses-binoculars-11/
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Full kits are available from J&H Aerospace and include doculam 

covering and all parts and materials. Electronics and power 

systems are available separately. 

Build A Starstreak 

Order the Starstreak ($80 kit) from: 

J&H Aerospace, 999 Buena Vista Hwy, Mauk, GA, 31058, USA   

https://www.jhaerospace.com     

Youtube: 

<www.youtube.com/channel/UCCKDHzGUWhVXxdx0sZG7

DCw>. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.jhaerospace.com/
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BMFA 7TH AREA MEETING  SEPTEMBER 7 

My apologies that the results in October FFn 
excluded some of the winners. The correct 
results are: 

Group  1 Open (Frog Senior, Plugge)  9 flew   

1 C Redrup Crookham BE 7.30 +3.26  

2 S Barnes Morley SLOP 7.30 +2.35  

3 N Botham Morley E36 7.30 +2.20  

4 P Ball Grantham BR 7.30 +1.25  

5 R Garner Birmingham SLOP 7.12 

Group  2 FAI (K&MAA, Plugge)  6 flew   

1 J Carter Grantham F1A 12.24 

2 D Cox Crookham F1A 9.43 

3 C Foster Morley F1A 5.56 

Group  3 Vintage/Classic  2 flew   

1 R Peers Grantham VR 6.27 

2 C Redrup Crookham CLSP 5.00 

Group  4 Mini  5 flew   

1 P Ball Grantham MVP 6.00 +0.56  

2 D Etherton Crookham MVG 4.32 

3 D Ginns Birmingham F1J 4.03 

Group  5 Micro  3 flew   

1 S Richardson Oxford P30 5.09 

2 L Pritchard S Bristol P30 4.07 

3 K Taylor East Grinstead P30 2.45 

BMFA 8TH AREA MEETING  OCTOBER 12 

Group  1 Open  15 flew   

1 P Watson Birmingham BE 7.30 +6.01  

2 C Redrup Crookham BE 7.30 +5.16  

3 A Shepherd Crookham BE 7.30 +4.43  

4 R Garner Birmingham SLOP 7.30 +3.39  

5 A Moorhouse Vikings BR 7.30 +3.00  

6 R Heap Biggles BG 7.30 +2.24  

7 M Benns Peterborough F1Q 7.30 

8 A Jack Birmingham SLOP 7.00 

Group  2 FAI (Mick Duce, Plugge)  9 flew   

1 J Carter Grantham F1B 12.30 +7.17  

2 M Benns Peterborough F1Q 12.30 +6.12  

3 J Williams Birmingham F1A 12.30 +5.07  

4 S Dixon Birmingham F1C 12.30 +4.35  

5 T Grey Crookham F1Q 12.30 +2.58  

Group  3 Vintage/Classic  7 flew   

1 R Peers Grantham VR 7.30 +3.28  

2 D Cox Crookham VP 7.30 +0.10  

3 S Barnes Morley CLSP 7.30 

4 R Elliott Croydon CLSR 6.48 

Group  4 Mini (Plugge)  28 flew   

1 K Taylor East Grinstead MVR 6.00 +5.39  
2 N Allen East Grinstead F1J 6.00 +4.20  
3 P Ball Grantham MVP 6.00 +3.47  
4 N Botham Morley E36 6.00 +3.43  
5 R Vaughn Crookham F1J 6.00 +3.32  
6 G Madelin C/M F1H 6.00 +2.56  
7 J Cooper Biggles E36 6.00 +2.49  
8 R Jack Birmingham F1H 6.00 +2.12  
9 B Jackson Grantham MVR 6.00 +1.57  
10 S Barnes Morley MVP 6.00 +0.13  
11 P Masterman Vikings E36 6.00 
12 A Shepherd Crookham MVP 5.57 

Group  6 HLG/CLG  7 flew   

1 B Colledge Birmingham CLG 5.17 

2 J Pritchard S Bristol CLG 4.48 

3 A Cameron Crawley CLG 4.36 

4 P Ball Grantham CLG 4.34 

NOTICEBOARD 

Wanted: Nelson Hummer Pans. 

Mick Molton, tel 07484180472     michelle1essex@yahoo.com  

CHRIS STRACHAN 

The following was received long ago but went to the old FFn 

email address which is only checked very infrequently, Since 

Chris was such an active free flighter in so many ways it is still 

good to record his contributions. 

John Cooper: 

Chris sadly passed away in late April 2025. 

Chris was an active Free Flight Flier for much of his life. His 

range of FF interests was widely spread - Indoor, outdoor sports 

style models and outdoor competition flying. As a competitor he 

was very successful, appearing near the top of the overall Senior 

Championship results for several years. 

He was always a very approachable flier, happy to discuss ideas 

and to suggest solutions to FF problems 

Most of his flying was in the UK, but he did compete in several 

of the French winter Cd’H events. 

I only knew Chris from when he joined Biggles Free Flight 

Team, but others knew him from well before this. I’m therefore 

very grateful of have received the following notes on his early 

activities from Andy Crisp. 

Recollections from Andy:  

I first came across Chris in the mid 1960s at the frequent events 

held on Chobham Common. At the time he seemed to specialize 

in 1/2A power models. He would arrive in a classy open-top MG 

sports car with the model box strapped on the back. He came 

from Cullompton, north of Exeter, where his family were 

farmers. He next turns up at Waterbeach near Cambridge (scene 

of the 53-55 Nats) having read Aeronautical Engineering at 

Imperial College. He is by now a Management Consultant. 

There was / is a very active club at nearby Impington Village, 

masterminded by Ray Malmstrom. Chris joins and rises to be 

Chairman of this mainly indoor club. His competitive outdoor 

activities were catered for by Biggles Free Flight Team and he 

stayed with us until his demise. He had also been secretary of 

the BMFA Free Flight Technical Committee and served on the 

FFTC for many years. 

Chris's free flight interests tended to focus on the smaller and 

vintage classes. At the free flight conference held at 

Buckminster last year, vast numbers of Chris's models were 

brought along for disposal, as we learned that he was 

deteriorating fast and probably wouldn't fly again. What a spread 

of models, embracing open rubber, tailless, CO2, E30, P30, even 

the odd classic glider or two.  

Chris wrote some informative, and well researched, articles for 

the BMFA Free Flight Forums, in the 2008 edition he was 

writing on small rubber models as an introduction to free flight, 

emphasizing mini vintage and Chris's personal development 

with P30s. In 2011 we had experiments in BMFA electric 

classes and rule changes for 2012.  

The departure of Chris is a great loss to a broad spread of 

aeromodelling activity, to his friends and his family. 

 

mailto:michelle1essex@yahoo.com
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PLUGGE 2025 

  1st  Area 2nd  Area 3rd  Area 4th  Area 5th  Area 6th   Area 7th  Area 8th  Area Total 

1 Morley 332 218 293 203 230 266 247 189 1978 

2 Grantham 210 186 287 280 90 166 188 263 1648 

3 Crookham 194 187 118 115 280 191 177 244 1534 

4 Birmingham 146 174 106 0 90 0 88 260 831 

5 Biggles 85 68 130 0 150 58 33 106 630 

6 East Grinstead 0 0 31 157 0 50 0 196 434 

7 Peterborough 42 181 0 0 0 0 0 88 361 

8 Vikings 41 93 12 0 0 50 0 97 293 

9 CVA 0 0 62 178 0 0 0 0 240 

10 Crawley 0 0 80 40 40 0 0 0 193 

11 S Bristol 0 0 0 0 60 0 0 63 123 

12 Nottingham 110 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 110 

13 Impington 21 37 0 0 0 0 0 0 58 

14 Oxford 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 25 25 

15 MHMAC 0 0 18 0 0 0 0 0 18 

16 Bristol &West 10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 10 
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